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NEW REPORTS AND FINDINGS – TYPE ONE and NOVA SCOTIA 

Dutton, ONT: First reported strike on the 2 cent QV Leaf issue, strike on cover dated -/JY 6/98 (Below, left) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Ottawa, CANADA: New Latest Reported Date for Period 1; strike on Map stamp dated 6/FE 12/01. Rick 
Friesen recently came across this while going through his Map collections; this was included in Robert A. Lee’s 
June 1988 auction catalog, Lot #1138. 

Ottawa, CANADA: Paul Grimm sent in scans of numerous Period 2 strikes, both on and off cover. Included in 
the items are two 1905 strikes on postcards with “13’ time marks, 13/FE 7/05 and 13/OC 12/05 (above, right). 
These are the second and third examples of strikes with a “13” time mark in the late period (Period 2). 

Ottawa, CANADA: Paul Grimm ‘s recent correspondence included two strikes with blank time mark slots, both 
on off-cover stamps::-/DE 26/94 and -/DE 9/98. The Handbook states “Blanks tend to be Sunday dates”; 
however, these examples fall on Wednesday and Friday respectively. Additionally, in reference to the -/DE 9/98 
strike,  the Handbook states “1898 strikes after JU 8 are very scarce” 

Whycocomagh, NS : First reported strike on a 5 cent Small Queen; partial strike on stamp dated -/? 23/? 

 

NEW REPORTS AND FINDINGS – NEW BRUNSWICK, PEI and QUEBEC 

 

 

NEW REPORTS AND FINDINGS – ONTARIO 

 
Almonte, ONT: Additional example of a “69” year date error; strike on 3c Small Queen cover dated   -/AU 29/69; 
fourth example on cover.  

 

 

 

 

Baie Verte, NB: First reported strike on a 5 cent QV 
Leaf issue; strike dated -/SP 27/98 on a cover 
addressed to Vogtland, Germany. 
 
Quebec, QUE: First reported strike on a 3 cent  
Letter Card; strike on an uprated card to England 
dated 1/MR 1/97.(Left) 

Summerside, PEI: Fifth reported 3 cent Jubilee 
cover; strike dated -/JY 28/97, backstamp receiver on a 
registered cover with a pair of 3c Jubilees and a pair of 
1c Jubilees. 
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NEW REPORTS AND FINDINGS – ONTARIO (Continued) 

Belleville, ONT, Hmr 3: First reported strikes on a 1 cent Gov’t envelope; four examples in recent Sparks 
Auction lot, strikes dated 4/MY 13/95 (below, second from left); 2/AU 28/95; 2/NO 18/95; and 2/AP 4/96. 

Belleville, ONT, Hmr 3: First reported strike on a 3 cent Gov’t envelope; 3/AP 24/97 (Below, left) 

Belleville, ONT, Hmr 3: Additional examples of an inverted “2” in the year date error “92”; strikes on covers 
dated 2/OC 2/92 and 2/NO 2/92.(Below, second from right) 

Belleville, ONT, Hmr 3: First reported strike on a 3 cent Letter Card;  dated 4/NO 14/98 (Below, right)  

 

Brantford, ONT: First reported strike on a 6 cent QV Numeral issue; strike dated PM/NO 9/98 (Below, left) 

Brantford, ONT: Strikes on bulk rate mailer dated PM/DE 16/97. (Below, center) 

Gore Bay, ONT: First reported strike on a 2 cent Letter Card; backstamp strike dated -/MY 16/01 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gore Bay, ONT: Additional example of one small “0” in the year date; strike on cover dated -/MY 11/o0 

Leamington, ONT: Inverted year indicia “3” for “97”; strike on 1 cent  Gov’t postcard dated  -/MR 19/37. 

London, ONT: An additional strike of the Earliest Reported Date for time marks 7-24 use; on a 2 cent QV 
Numeral dated 11/FE 3/00. As noted in the Handbook, 9/FE 5/00 and 24/FE 5/00 were previously reported. 

London, ONT: New Earliest Reported Date for Period 2 (1902) strikes; backstamp on cover dated 12/AU 22/02; 
the previous ERD is 12 hours later, 24/AU 22/02 (Above, right) 

L’Original, ONT: First reported strike on a 1 cent Gov’t envelope; strike on cutout dated -/JA 31/00 (Left) 

L’Original, ONT: First reported strike on a 5 cent QV Numeral issue; strike dated -/JY 11/01 (Below, right) 
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NEW REPORTS AND FINDINGS – ONTARIO (Continued) 

Merrickville, ONT: First reported strike on a 5 cent Jubilee issue; SON strike on stamp dated -/JY 26/97  

Mount Brydges, ONT: First reported use of a borrowed/small “0” in the year indicia; receiving strike on Edward 
postcard dated -/DE 25/o8. 

Mount Brydges, ONT: Additional example of an inverted month indicia “OC”; receiving strike on 1 cent Gov’t 
postcard dated  -/OC 17/96. 

Mount Brydges, ONT: Inverted month indicia “DE”; 
transit strike on 1 cent Edward postcard dated              -
/DE 21/09 (Right) 

 
Mount Brydges, ONT: Missing indicia “9” in year 09; 
strike on 1 cent Edward postcard dated -/JA 2/0; 
message on card confirms 1909 date (Far right) 

 

Paris, ONT: Paul Grimm forwarded the following new reports of indicia errors 

• Sideways “3” in year date: A/SP 11/93 on 1 cent 
SQ stamp and B/SP 13/93 (right) on 3 cent SQ 
stamp 

• Inverted “C” indicia C/NO 18/93 and C/MY 23/95, 
both on 3 cent SQ stamps 

• Second reported example of the overlapping C and 
D time marks; strike on 3 cent SQ stamp dated 
CD/JA 23/96 (far right) 

Port Arthur, ONT: First reported strike on a 2 cent Jubilee issue; 
strike on stamp dated -/JU 28/97 

Port Perry, ONT: Additional example of a borrowed month indicia; 
strike on postcard dated -/JUL 26/06 

Rockton, ONT: First reported strike on an 8 cent Small Queen issue; 
strike dated -/AU 21/96 

Sault Ste Marie, ONT: First reported strikes on a Jubilee postcard; 
strikes dated AM/SP 20/97. The card is addressed to Paddington, 
England and redirected upon arrival; the 2 cent Small Queen 
overpays the 2 cent UPU post card rate to England. (Left) 

Seelys Bay, ONT: Additional date for 
the “1’ time mark; strike on 1 cent 
Gov’t postcard dated 1/MY 1/95. 

Thornhill, ONT: The first reported use in 1904 and new Latest Reported Date 
for Period 1. Receiving, free strike dater on advertising cover with 2 cent 
Edward issue, dated AM/JY 23/4. The “0” year date was omitted; the dispatch 
Winnipeg machine cancel is dated JUL 19/6-PM/1904. (Right) 

Toronto, CANADA: Indicia error, missing month and day indicia, strike on 1 
cent Gov’t postcard; strike dated 2PM/- -/93 

 

NEW REPORTS AND FINDINGS – ASSINIBOIA 

Wolseley, ASSA Hmr 2: First reported use in conjunction with a 10 cent Jubilee issue; transit/backstamp on 
cover with single 10 cent Jubilee; light strike dated -/NO 30/97 
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CANADIAN STAMP NEWS FEATURING SQUARED CIRCLE POSTMARK COLLECTING 

The following article (reformatted by the publisher for the ANNEX) was published in the September 
9-22, 2025 edition of the Canadian Stamp News and is reproduced with their permission. 

 

The Fervour and Focus of Squared Circles (By Jesse Robitaille) 
 
For those deep in the world of Canadian postal history, the Squared Circle postmark is a field of 
ever-growing fascination. In recent years, this fascination for Squared Circles has turned into a 
market-driving "fervour," according to long-time collector Bill Radcliffe, who has witnessed a market 
boom in recent years. Along with countless other areas of specialization, the material behind this  
popular collecting area originated in Great Britain in 1879 – four decades after Britain issued the 
world’s first stamp – as the postal service worked to improve the existing duplex handstamps. After 
postal officials issued standardized Squared Circle designs in 1893, more than 300 post offices used 
the new postmarks until about 1900. 

 
Nowhere is their popularity more evident than on Canada’s 1898 imperial penny post issue, also 
known to collectors as the "Map Stamp."I don't have the maps that I used to have because all of a  
sudden, in Squared Circles, Maps are the hot topic”, Radcliffe explains. “Almost every day, 
something new shows up that's been unheard of. The perfect example – again for the Map stamp – 
is some little old woman or man who has some small collection and happens to have a foreign 
Québec Squared Circle on a Map that she listed for 99 cents. Well, she’s quite tickled when she gets 
$400 US or more for this stupid stamp that she has no idea the true value of.” 

 
Radcliffe relayed a sentiment every specialist would know well: “Again, when somebody wants 
something, you never know what will happen. But if there’s not that fervour for Maps, you’ll never get 
that $400 again.” Squared Circles are “so very popular now,” in fact, that Radcliffe has subsidized 
his inventory by buying examples for a few dollars and in some instances later selling them for more 
than $100 each. 

 
Navigating this complex and booming field requires the definitive guide, The Squared Circle 
Postmarks of Canada, the seventh edition of which came out in late 2024. Published by the BNAPS 
Squared Circle Study Group, the 680-page handbook is the Squared Circle collector's bible, 
recordIng the more than 300 post offices using the iconic postmarks during their peak period of 1893-
1900. 
 
As the handbook's introduction states:  “These postmarks seem to have everything to please the 
postal historian and postmark collector—wide geographical distribution, a spread over several 
popular stamp issues, varying periods of use, coloured cancels and hammers of varying rarity.” 
As noted in the handbook, the hammers themselves were unique: “The squared circle cancelling 
instruments were handmade from a steel block, with the rim lettering carefully cut out, and slots 
provided for the movable indicia, and fitted with a wooden handle.” While standardized designs were 
issued in 1893, Canada’s first true squared circle – an 18-millimetre experimental design – saw use 
in Ottawa more than a decade earlier in 1880-81. 
 
MEMBER INTERESTS 
 
Long-time study group member Paul Grimm, of Nova Scotia, channels his interest by specializing in 
the Maritime provinces. His dedication to the field is evident in his exhibit's journey: after earning a 
vermeil medal at BNAPEX 2008, he acquired what he describes as "a lot of new material" and 
returned with an entirely redesigned exhibit at BNAPEX 2023, where he received a gold medal. 
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CANADIAN STAMP NEWS FEATURING SQUARED CIRCLE POSTMARK COLLECTING (Continued) 

His updated exhibit displays the squared circle postmarks used from 1893 to the early 1900s across 
31 towns in Nova Scotia. But like most specialists, Grimm has "several sideline collections ... 
including Maps and Map covers. ”Recently, I've started collecting the one-cent Jubilee postcard with 
squared circles on it, and it's surprising that you can find a few of them scattered around here and 
there. I’’ve been working away at that collection.” 

 
Other collectors dive deeper still into the technical details: Ottawa’s Paul Sneyd has specialized in 
Ottawa time marks since 1954, focusing on one aspect of the indicia that shows the mail’s clearance 
time. "I've been collecting squared circles since 1954,” said Sneyd, who was introduced to them by 
a fellow club member. “He had a room full of them, and I was hooked. What I do now is specialize in 
Ottawa with a time mark calendar collection, which has filled a few books, but I'd like to have a lot 
more." 

 
For some, accumulation happens almost by accident. Alberta collector Eldon Godfrey, who acquired 
a squared circle collection in the early 1960s, noted:“  You put them in the cupboard, and they 
somehow or another have grown.” Radcliffe, meanwhile, uses the breadth of the field to his  
advantage, building a deep inventory for trades. “The good thing about doing that is when I get 
somebody with the fervour, and they have something I want, I have trading material,” he said. “It 
works quite well because I have 133 different strikes, and you will recall, in the book, there are over 
300 strikes. I have 133 of them on eight-cent covers – not counting the ‘AM,‘ ’PM, ‘ ’123, ’error.” 

 
It’s a testament to the field's enduring appeal. For Sneyd, after 70 years of collecting, the hunt is 
never truly over.“I’ve been filling books for years, and I've had a lot of fun with the calendaring of 
Ottawa and the time marks, of course. They’re filed by time marks and date, and it’s been a long 
time coming, but it’s still not full – and really, I don’t know if it ever will be.” 
 
JOIN THE FUN 
 
This rich history and variability offer fertile ground for specialization, which has been the main focus 
of the BNAPS Squared Circle Study Group since its 1954 formation. The group publishes a bimonthly 
newsletter, The Roundup Annex, all back issues of which are available on the BNAPS website, 
https://bnaps.org/studygroups/squaredcircle/newsletters.htm 

 

In addition to its regular newsletter and the Squared Circle Postmarks of Canada handbook, the 
study group also offers several resources, including Rick Friesen’s new Census of Squared Circle 
Postmarks of Canada on the 1898 Canadian 2¢ Imperial Penny Postage Issue (The ‘Map Stamp’), 
published in October 2025. The group’s website also hosts Friesen’s Census of 8¢ Small Queen 
Covers with Squared Circle Postmarks; his Barred Circle Postmarks of Canada on the 1898 
Canadian 2¢ Imperial Penny Postage Issue (The ‘Map Stamp’): A Cover Census; and Gary Arnold’s 
Squared Circle Postmarks in the Admiral Period 1912-1927. 
 
Canadian Stamp News is published 26 times a year and is dedicated to covering all aspects of Canadian philately. If you enjoyed this article, 
we invite you to consider a subscription. For details, visit canadianstampnews.com/subscribe or call 1-800-265-0720, Monday to Friday, 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. ET. 

 

CORRECTIONS  

 
RA-171 AUGUST 2025: The correct date for the Edmonton, ALTA  50 cent Jubilee strike, under the heading 
“RICK PARAMA’S ALBERTA SQUARED CIRCLE COLLECTIONS” is -/MY 16/98. 
 
RA-167 DECEMBER 2024: The report of the first strike of St. Hilarion, ONT on a Map stamp is in error;  
the partial strike is actually London East, ONT. 

https://bnaps.org/studygroups/squaredcircle/newsletters.htm
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½ CENT SMALL QUEEN, QUEEN VICTORIA LEAF and NUMERICAL COVERS 

Included in the numerous reports/scans recently forwarded by Paul Grimm are the five covers below, featuring  
multiples of the ½ cent Small Queen, Queen Victoria Numeral and Leaf issues. 

DUNNVILLE, ONT: Dated -/AU 28/98, the ½ cent 
Leaf issues were added to meet the prevailing 3 
cent letter rate within Canada (thru December 
31,1898). 
 

 

MATTAWA, ONT: Dated -/SP 7/00, the ½ cent 
Numeral issues paid the 2 cent letter rate within 
Canada, effective January 1, 1899. 
 

 

DUNNVILLE, ONT: Dated -/MY 4/99, ½ cent 
Numeral issues paid the 2 cent letter rate within 
Canada, effective January 1, 1899. 

 

 

 

 

GALT, ONT: Dated AM/AP 30/94, ½ cent Small Queen 
issues provide the prevailing 3 cent letter rate to the 
United States.(Ex. Hennok) 
 

 

PARIS, ONT: Dated  B/FE 1/96, ½ cent Small Queen 
issues, in conjunction with the two 2 cent Small 
Queen issues, paid the 8 cent Registration rate. 
 

 
 

 

 


