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THE ORBS
By Jim Miller
WINNIPEG ORB DISCUSSION
HAMMERS 3W-11 to 3wW-14

Winnipeg orb hammers 3W-1 to 3W-10 have had their spread sheets
printed in The Round-Up Annex over the past two years. Still to go
are four more hammers, 3W-11 to 3W-14. In these four hammers,
there’s a set of three which offer a very interesting challenge:

3W-11 WINNPEG/: CANADA- proofed PM/JAN 9/34
3W-12 WINNIPEG/:CANADA: proofed with nude date
3W-13 WINNIPEG/:CANADA* proofed PM/JAN 9/34

The first thing you should notice is the mis-spelling on 3W-11,
with the second ‘I’ missing. On the same proof date for 3W-11,
there were also two identical hammers proofed with the correct
spelling. The mis-spelled 3W-11 is illustrated in the Lee/Hughes
Proof Strikes of Canada, Vol. VIII, page 145, but the two correct
spellings are not shown. What is shown in the Lee/Hughes book,
same page, 1s 3W-12, a nude date hammer which I believe is the
spelling error retooled to correct the error. An acetate overlay
of 3W-12 upon 3W-11 shows an exact match, except for the letters
"NIP’. The error hammer 3W-11 has no known strikes, but the
repaired hammer 3W-12 is in common usage from 1935 to 1954.

The other two strikes proofed the same day as 3W-11 are identical
to each other, so I have identified them as one hammer, 3W-13.
Further research into rim breaks or other constant flaws may indeed
allow for separation into two separate hammers.

What is puzzling is that both the retooled hammer 3W-12 and the
normal hammer 3W-13 do not appear in use until -/MY 4/35 (FDC’s for
#216), yet their proof dates are PM/JAN 9/34. Why the lag of over
one year? Perhaps the error hammer was spotted before use began,
and all the hammers proofed PM/JAN 9/34 were held up until the
WINNPEG error was resolved. Only further research into ERD’s for
3W-12 and 3W-13 may reveal the answer.

Lastly comes 3W-14, proofed 20/JUN 16/39, which has a long and
common use from 1939 to 1972. This is the most recent orb hammer
used, and it is easily distinguishable from all the other Winnipeg
orbs by the lettering which is much taller than the other Winnipeg
orbs.

Sorting the 14 Winnipeg hammers is quite a challenge, requiring
good acetate overlays. There were overlapping hammer usages, in
fact I have several covers with two different hammers on the same
cover! Winnipeg’s orbs offer a great challenge and no doubt many
new discoveries are yet to be made.
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