
                                          The Newsletter of the Canadian R.P.O. Study Group (B.N.A.P.S.)                                    Page 3018

   Volume 52 - No. 3             Whole No. 274   July - September, 2024

The  Newsletter  of  the  Canadian  R.P.O.  Study  Group (B.N.A.P.S.)

Halifax & South Western Ry station, Middleton, Nova Scotia circa 1907

QC-378,  , is a new early date for hammer
QC-376.02 with the clerk’s initials, O T (Octave Zephirin Talbot), attached.

This issue features two articles, the first about the Lunenburg & Middleton R.P.O. service in central
Nova Scotia, and the second, examining the change of railway and route for the Toronto & Ottawa R.P.O.
in central Ontario.

We welcome the contributions of Jack Brandt, Neil Cooper, Ross Gray, Paul Guilfoyle, Peter
McCarthy, Murray Smith and Sean Weatherup.
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In the November-December, 2009 newsletter, we examined the Halifax-Bridgewater-Yarmouth R.P.O.
hammers used on the main line of the Halifax & South Western Railway, which was owned by the
Canadian Northern Railway until 1918, when it became part of the Canadian National Railways
system.
In this article we examine the branch line between Lunenburg & Middleton.

Canadian  Northern  Railway  Public  Timetable  -  1913

Lunenburg  &  Middleton  R.P.O.
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Canadian  National  Railways  Public  Timetable  -  1920

Lunenburg  &  Middleton  R.P.O.
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MT-231, 

MT-232, 

The Lunenburg to Middleton line began as the Nova Scotia Central Railway. Construction began in
1877 and was completed in 1889, after considerable financial difficulties. In 1893, the name changed to the
Central Railway. The new line was sustained by growing lumber traffic and iron ore shipments from
Torbrook Mines. It was purchased by William Mackenzie and Donald Mann in 1903 as part of their
creation of the Halifax and Southwestern Railway, becoming the Middleton Subdivision running
from Bridgewater Junction to Middleton.

A second, larger, Middleton station was built in 1890 as a union station to serve both the Dominion
Atlantic Railway and the Halifax & South Western Railway line which went south to Bridgewater and
west to Port Wade. That station was destroyed in a disastrous fire on 21st June 1916. The station master,
Henry Jacques and his family plus two men who were asleep in the rest room, narrowly escaped. A nearby
locomotive still had its "steam up" from earlier switching duties so it was able to move the rolling stock
away from the station.

Lunenburg  &  Middleton  R.P.O.
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Bridgewater

An excursion train at Wentzell’s Lake between Bridgewater and New Germany

New Germany

Lunenburg  &  Middleton  R.P.O.
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ON-423.01 OTT . & TORONTO . M.C. / NO 1 E,W,21,22,23,33,34, 1893/08/29-1965/06/22

48,49,213,214 1967/06/22-1971/04/23

ON-423.04 OTT . & TORONTO . M.C. / NO 4 E,33,34 1895/11/01-1965/05/30

ON-428.01 OTT. & TOR. / R. P. O. 49,106,213,214 1966/04/15-1971/04/23

ON-428.02 OTT. & TOR. / R. P. O. 48,49,213 1969/04/23-1971/02/11

ON-783.04 TOR. & OTT. C.P.R. M.C. / NO 4 W,5,21,23,24,33,33-21,34 1894/11/07-1965/10/21

ON-785 TOR. & OTT. C.P.R. R.P.O. / NO 3 E,21,23,24,33,33-21,34 1915/05/10-1965/09/10

Ottawa  &  Toronto

Toronto  &  Ottawa

A  Change  of  Route  for  the  Ottawa-Toronto  R.P.O.
The Ottawa-Toronto R.P.O. service was established in 1891 and operated on the C.P.R. between Ottawa

and Toronto via Smiths Falls and Peterborough until 1965, at which time, passenger train service was
downgraded from heavy weight cars to an RDC (Rail Diesel Car) equipment. Although some RDC cars did
have a small R.P.O. compartment, such was not the case for this route.

In 1965, the Ottawa & Toronto R.P.O. was rerouted over the C.N.R via Smiths Falls & Napanee.

There is no reference to passenger service in the October 31, 1965 to April 23, 1966 C.N.R public
timetable but the October 31, 1965 employee timetable shows train 105, daily except Saturday and train
106, daily except Sunday on the Ottawa-Smiths Falls-Forfar-Sydenham-Newburgh-Strathcona-Napanee-
Toronto route. The April-October, 1966, C.N.R. public timetable shows that trains 213 and 214 oper-
ated between Ottawa and Toronto via Smiths Falls and Napanee as “The Capitol”. In the 1969 timeta-
ble “The Capitol” is shown as trains 48 and 49.

An earlier service which operated between Montreal and Toronto via Ottawa, Smiths Falls and
Peterborough, had been established in 1884 and operated until 1893.

In 1913, the C.P.R. opened an alternate Smiths Falls-Toronto line from Glen Tay, just west of Perth, via
Belleville to Toronto, “The Ontario Short Line”. That line had reduced grades and smoother curves and it
provided Canadian Pacific with direct access to the larger towns along the shore of Lake Ontario, which up
to that point had been served exclusively by the Grand Trunk Railway.

QC-291.01 MONTREAL & TORONTO - C. P. RWY. / 1. EAST,WEST 1889/07/07-1893/04/18

QC-291.02 MONTREAL & TORONTO - C. P. RWY. / 2. EAST,WEST 1888/08/11-1890/08/14

QC-291.03 MONTREAL & TORONTO - C. P. RWY. / 3. EAST,WEST 1884/11/26-1890/09/10

QC-292 MONTREAL & TORONTO C. P. RY / NO 2 W,NW 1889/11/20- 1890/10/10

ON-428.01,  .
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CPR  Public  Timetable  April 25, 1965  to  October 30, 1965

A  Change  of  Route  for  the  Ottawa-Toronto  R.P.O.
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CPR  Public  Timetable  October 31, 1965  to  April 23, 1966

A  Change  of  Route  for  the  Ottawa-Toronto  R.P.O.
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C.N.R. Map

A  Change  of  Route  for  the  Ottawa-Toronto  R.P.O.

This registered letter from Leicester, England to Sackville, NB
was cancelled in transit with SN-49.55, 

. This is only the second report, and
now the ERD for this rare cancellation, which was proof struck on
November 11, 1916. The letter arrived at Sackville the following day.

A  Second  Report  for  SN-49.55

Ross Gray Collection
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New  Reports  from  Jack  Brandt

These two favour cards are postmarked with a new early date and the first train number reports
for ON-176,  and .
The message reads, “Dear R.M.C., You are welcome to the date stamp impressions, it has been a
pleasure. The car we have on this line is an electric car pulled by steamer. The Michigan Central
Railway runs over the Ft. Erie and St. Thos. line, which explains the car which you saw in Pittsfield,
Mass., Regards, Austin R. Baker.”

This clerk handstamp is extraordinarily large, at 43 mm in diameter. As a result I have modified the 
definition to have a maximum diameter of 45 mm.
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New  Reports  from  Jack  Brandt

This favour card apparently arrived in Palmerston on January 13, 1942 and was transferred to

ON-266.02,  and was eventually postmarked with

ON-275, . This is a new early date and the

first report of train 178 for ON-275.

The R.P.O. clerk, P. Dungey, responded to Howard Moulton as follows;

“Dear Sir:

The Palm - South R.P.O. has been discontinued. The Lon - Palm & Palm - South are one R.P.O. both ways.

Formerly the Lon - South operated from Southampton to London only. The Lon - Palm operated from

London to Palm. The Palm - South R.P.O. operated from Southampton to Palm and return. At present the

latter two R.P.O. are one, operating from Lon - South., P. Dungey, Senior mail clerk in charge.”
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New  Reports  from  Jack  Brandt

ON-620, 
 , is a new late date.

ON-602, 
 , is the first report of train 175 and a new

date. (Based on other dates in the group, the year
date is probably 1949.)

ON-599, 
 , is the first report of train 175

and the ERD.

ON-622, 
 , is the first report of train 80 and the

current LRD for the handstamp.

ON-628, 
 , is a second date. (Based on other dates

in the group, the year date is probably 1949.)

On an otherwise blank facing slip, ON-671, 
 , is a new late date and the first report of trains 10-14.
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New  Reports  from  Jack  Brandt

ON-676, 
 , is a new late date and the first

report of train 14 only.

Found on an otherwise blank facing slip is a new listing, ON-778.55, 
. ( Based on dates in this group, the year date is probably 1949. )

Found on an otherwise blank facing slip, ON-762, 
, is a new early date.

ON-726, 
 , is a new late date.

ON-835,  ,

is a new date for the clerk handstamp. ( The year is prob-

ably 1949 based on the other year dates in the group of

facing slips. )

ON-832.55, 

 , is a new

dual train number indicium.
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New  Reports  from  Jack  Brandt

On a favour cover addressed to a Michigan collector, which originated on the Vancouver - Skagway
R.P.O. and was postmarked with the Ludlow catalogue # S-28, is a new late date for WW-23.01,

.

On the back of a “Ben Cash” favour cover with the stamps removed and cancelled with
ON-841.01, , is a new early date for
ON-842.55, .

On the back of a favour post card to Howard Moulton, an American R.P.O. clerk, is a new early date
for WT-603,  . The front of the card
is cancelled with, WT-599.012,  .

Peter McCarthy reports the first example of time mark indicium 19 for SN-13.02,
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New  Reports  from  Paul  Guilfoyle
NL-12.02,  is a new late date.

This is probably an exceptional use, therefore the date will be listed as the only second
period date. The first period use for the hammer is 1904/04/16 to 1915/04/15.
(The hammer was verified using the overlay method)

QC-196,  ,
is the first report of the SOUTH direction for this rare hammer.

QC-210, 
 , is a new early date for hammer QC-209.06 with

the clerk name attachment. (No use of this hammer without the
attachment has been reported.)

ON-164,  ,
is the first report of train 205.

ON-154.011, 
 , is the first report of train 98 , for

both the hammer, and the listing.

C.N.Rys. Public Timetable 1925

C.P.R. Public Timetable July 1, 1910

The Town of Guelph has had a railway since July, 1856, when the Grand Trunk Railway was built from Toronto
enroute to Sarnia, via Stratford. They also had a Great Western Railway branch from Harrisburg, east of Paris, on the
Niagara Falls-Hamilton-London-Windsor GWR mainline. This branch ran through Galt to Guelph, where it connected
with another GWR line, the Wellington, Grey and Bruce Railway, which ran to Southampton and Kincardine. In 1882,
the Great Western railway was taken over by the Grand Trunk Railway, resulting in Guelph then having only one
railway company to serve the growing traffic of Guelph.

Eager to be free of this monopoly, in 1884, Guelph incorporated the Guelph Junction Railway to build 15 miles
south to connect with the CPR Toronto-London-Windsor main line at Guelph Junction. In May, 1887, it was leased to
the CPR and opened on August 20, 1888. Once again Guelph had competition!

The CPR completed an extension line from Guelph to Goderich on August 26, 1907. The Guelph & Goderich
R.P.O.s operated between Guelph Junction and Goderich via Guelph.

The closest dated timetable which I have, shows a train 97 but not a train 98 in the opposite direction. It is likely
that train 98 was short lived, as was train 97. This postmark is dated only 19 days later than the ERD for ON-154.011.
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This registered cover to California, originated at Courtright on December 16, where it was transferred to
the northbound Blenheim & Sarnia R.P.O. on the Pere Marquette Railway and cancelled with ON-34,

 . It arrived in Sarnia the same day and was
sorted into closed bag registered mail. It then travelled west through the St. Clair Tunnel by Canadian
National Railways / Grand Trunk Western Railway and arrived in Chicago the next day. Arrival in
Beverly Hills was on December 21. This is the first reported example of train 23 for ON-34 ,as well
as the Blenheim-Sarnia run.

New  Reports  from  Ross  Gray

Pere  Marquette  Ry  Station,  Blenheim
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This registered cover originated at Broadbent and travelled about 5 miles south to Orrville. From there
it was taken back a mile north to Edgington, the nearest station on the Ottawa-Parry Sound GTR/CNR line
and put on the westbound ON-404.01,  .
Sorted into closed bag mail for Toronto, it arrived there the following day and was put on west-
bound ON-611.01,  , arriving at London the same day,
and sorted into mail for Sarnia.

This is the first report of train 47 for hammer ON-404.01.

New  Reports  from  Ross  Gray

ON-804.03,  ,
is a new late date for the hammer.

RY-186,  ,
is a new early date.

ON-519,  ,
is a new late date for this rare hammer which was proof struck
on January 9, 1893.
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New  Reports  from  Murray Smith

Newsletter Editor, Catalogue Editor Ross Gray,  282 Burnham Street, Peterborough, ON, K9H 1T3

Phone: (705) 748-0247 e-mail:  oshrr@sympatico.ca

Secretary-Treasurer, Newsletter Mailer Sean Weatherup, 29 Hallmark Avenue,

Lower Sackville, Nova Scotia, B4C 3P7

Phone: (902) 865-1361 e-mail:  sweatherup@eastlink.ca

Neil Cooper reports the first example of direction/train number indicium,
E.1, for listing QC-380, 

 .

NL-123, .,
is a new late date.

RY-154.0X, ., is the
first report of train 2 (inverted) for the listing.

Observed on Ebay, RY-178.02,  ,
is a new early date for the hammer and the first report of a blank direction indicium
for both the hammer and the listing.

WT-639.011, 
 , is a new early date for the hammer.

Observed on Ebay, ON-811.04,  , is a
new early date for the hammer.

BNAPEX KINGSTON
Congratulations go out to study group members Peter McCarthy and Sean Weatherup. Both

won GOLD medals at the recently held BNAPEX in Kingston, Ontario. Peter showed his newest
version of “Identifiable Mail to and From Canadian Naval Personnel During World War II, 1939 –
1945”.  This exhibit has undergone a variety of changes and additions and has been expanded to an
eight frame exhibit. Sean Weatherup showed a two frame exhibit “ Halifax – Yarmouth Clerk Cancels
and Related Paperwork”. His exhibit also received the William G. Robinson Award for best RPO
exhibit. As the title suggests, the exhibit deals exclusively with Clerk Cancels. Sean stated “Half the
exhibit was garnered from a previous 5 frame exhibit on Halifax – Yarmouth while the remainder
came from material obtained in the past 5 years. There are a number of items in this new material that
will be shown in upcoming editions of the newsletter”.

WT-256.01,  , is
a new early date.


