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Quebec Central Railway, Beauce Junction, also known as Vallée Junction, circa 1914

QC-413, QUEBEC & MONTREAL . C.P.R. / M.C. , W, NO 3, 97

This issue features three articles; the first on the R.P.O. services which operated on the C.P.R. and
its predecessors, north of the St. Lawrence River  east of Montreal, the second about the R.P.O.
services that operated on the Quebec Central Railway and the third on R.P.O. services on the Canadian
Northern Railway and Canadian National Railways in north western Ontario.

We share contributions from Hugo Deshaye, Peter McCarthy and Grégoire Teyssier.
Your editor is honoured to have received the 2022 John S. Siverts Award for the best study

group newsletter.
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Quebec-Montreal C.P.R.  R.P.O.  Runs  North  of  the  St. Lawrence

Quebec  &  Three  Rivers
QC-461, QUEBEC & THREE . RIVERS . RAILWAY. / _ EAST,WEST,W 1879/10/30-1894/10/09
QC-462, QUEBEC & THREE RIV. C.P.R. / _ M.C. _ EAST,E,W 1894/11/08-1897/05/21

Montreal  &  Three  Rivers
QC-284, MONT & THREE - RIV. RY / M.C. E,EAST,WEST 1880/07/16-1894/06/08
QC-285, MONT & THREE  RIV. C. P. RY / M.C. E,EAST,W 1892/07/13-1897/04/07
QC-286, MONT. & THREE . RIV. RY / _ M.C. _ W 1894/07/26-1895/07/30
QC-287, MONT. & THREE . RIV. C. P. R. / M.C. E,W 1894/10/27-1897/05/10
QC-287.5, MONT. & THREE . RIV. / M.C. WEST 1896/08/24

Three  Rivers  &  Quebec
QC-540, THREE RIV. & QUE. C.P.RY / M.C. E,W 1891/12/??-1896//07/06
QC-541, THREE . RIV. & QUE. C.P.R. / _ M.C. _ E,W 1895/01/22-1896/10/06

Quebec  &  Montreal
QC-413, QUEBEC & MONTREAL . C.P.R. / M.C. E,W,N,16,35,157,350,351 1897/06/24-1958/10/31

352,353,354,355,357,358
QC-414, QUEBEC & MONTREAL C.P.R. - R.P.O. / . E,W,blank, 1897/06/24-1958/10/31

157,158,350,351
QC-415, QUEBEC & MONTREAL . R.P.O. / . E,W,ND,18,29,52,157,158, 1910/10/17-1959/06/09

348,349,350,351,352,357,358,362

Trois  Rivieres (Three Rivers)  &  Grandes  Piles
QC-537, 3 RIV. & GDS. PILES R.P.O. / . N,S 1908/09/08-1920/12/??
QC-538, TROIS . RIVIERES & GRANDES PILES - R.P.O. / . OPK - 1914/03/03
QC-539, TRAIN No. / 3 Riv. & Gds. Piles R.P.O. 388 1919/10/10

Trois  Rivieres (Three Rivers)  &  Grand  Mere
QC-534, TROIS RIVIERES & GRAND MERE . R.P.O. / . N,S,378,379,380 1926/05/12-1927/04/21

382,383,384,388
QC-535, TROIS RIVERES & GRAND MERE . R.P.O. / . 379,380,381, 1929/09/18-1956/10/15

382,384,

The 178 mile railway between Quebec City and Montreal via Three Rivers (Trois Rivieres),
including branches from Piles Junction to Grandes Piles, Lanoraie to St. Felix de Valois and from Berthier
to Berthier Station, was completed by the provincial government in 1879 as the North Shore Railway and
part of the Quebec, Montreal, Ottawa & Occidental Railway. It was then sold to a  private investor who
in turn sold it to a subsidiary of the Grand Trunk Railway. (The detailed early history of the railway was
long mired in early provincial and federal politics and is too complex to fully detail here.) In 1885 the line
was sold to the Canadian Pacific Railway.

In 1910, a branch from Three Rivers (Trois Rivieres) to Grand Mere, via Shawinigan Falls, was
completed.



Quebec-Montreal C.P.R.  R.P.O.  Runs  North  of  the  St. Lawrence

C.P.R. Timetable - 1926
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Quebec-Montreal C.P.R.  R.P.O.  Runs  North  of  the  St. Lawrence

C.P.R. Timetable - 1926

Canadian Pacific Railway, Shawinigan Falls , circa 1910

Canadian Pacific Railway, Grand Mere , c irca 1912
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Quebec  Central  Railway

The  Levis  & Kennebec Railway
The 49 mile Levis & Kennebec Railway was completed between Levis and St. Joseph de Beauce in

1876. The only cancellation used on that line was
RY-105, LEVIS & KENNEBEC . RAILWAY . / _ NORTH,SOUTH 1879/06/26-180/??/??

In 1881, the Levis & Kennebec Railway was sold to the Quebec Central Railway, which, in 1879,
had completed a 99 mile line from Sherbrooke to Beauce Junction (also known as Vallée Junction),
where it connected with the Levis & Kennebec Railway.

In 1913, the Quebec Central Railway was leased to the Canadian Pacific Railway for 999 years, but
the terms of the lease were that the railway was to retain its corporate identity and to operate as a distinct
unit. On October 2, 1921, the Quebec Central Railway gained direct access to Quebec City via the Quebec
Bridge. On June 1, 1926, the Q.C.Ry. sub-leased the Massawippi Valley Railway from the Boston & Maine
Railroad, extending its trackage by 40 miles south, from Sherbrooke to Newport, Vermont. Running rights
over C.N.R. tracks provided access between Sherbrooke and Lennoxville.

RY-105  proof

Sherbrooke - Levis - Quebec
Levis & Sherbrooke

QC-100, LEVIS & SHERBROOKE - R.P.O. / . N,NO,S,SP, 1900/12/31-1929/09/23
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,16

Sherbrooke & Levis
QC-505, SHERBROOKE & LEVIS R.P.O. / . PM,N,NO,S,SP,W 1902/01/03-1929/09/06

1,2,3,4,5,6,14,blank
QC-508, TRAIN No. / Sher. & Levis R.P.O. 1,2,6 1919/07/16-1919/10/??

Sherbrooke & Quebec
QC-515, SHER & QUEBEC . R.P.O. / . 1,6 1926/05/12-1927/04/21
QC-516, SHERBROOKE & QUEBEC R.P.O. / . 1,2,5,6,102,105,106 1929/09/18-1956/10/15

Quebec  Central  Railway
RY-152, QUEBEC . CENTRAL - RY / M.C. NORTH,SOUTH,N,NO 1883/12/27-1912/??/??

SOUTH,SP,2,blank
RY-153, Quebec Central Ry. / M.C. North,South 1890/08/09-1891/03/12
RY-154, QUEBEC . CENTRAL / M.C. NORTH,N,NO,S,SP 1891/01/20-1904/10/20
RY-155 to RY-158 are various hammers of RY-154 with clerk roster number attachments
RY-159, QUEBEC CENTRAL RWY. / M.C. N,S,SP 1896/08/17-1903/10/14
RY-160 QUEBEC CENTRAL . M.C. / NO 9 N,NORTH,S 1898/04/21-1903/11/18
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The  Chaudiere  Division
The line from Vallée Junction (a.k.a. Beauce Junction) to St. Joseph de Beauce (known simply as

St. Joseph) was extended 10 miles to St. Francois de Beauce (to be called Beauceville) in 1886. A further
7 mile extension was completed to St. Georges in 1907. In 1911, a further 32 mile extension reached
St. Sabine, followed by 6 more miles to St. Camille in 1914. Completion of the line to Lake Frontier was
the following year.

Quebec  Central  Railway

Levis & St. Francois de Beauce (a.k.a. Beauceville)
QC-99, LEVIS & ST FRANCOIS . BEAUCE / M.C. N,NO,S,SP,2 1896/12/14-1900/12/28

St. George & Beauce Junction (a.k.a. Vallee Junction)
QC-493, ST GEORGE & BEAUCE JCT. R.P.O. / . N,NO,S,PM 1906/06/25-1925/07/30

15,24,30,31,32,33,34,35,53,blank

Beauce Junction (a.k.a. Vallee Junction) & Ste. Sabine
QC-8, BCE. JCT. & STE. SABINE - R.P.O. / . N,NO,blank 1913/10/25-1937/01/07

3,14,30,31,32,33,34,35

Ste. Sabine & Beauce Junction (a.k.a. Vallee Junction)
QC-495, STE. SABINE & BEAUCE JCT.. R.P.O. / . W,30,33,34,35 1917/10/19-1929/05/09
QC-496, TRAIN No. / Ste. Sab. & Beauce Jct. R.P.O. 3,33 1919/07/05-1919/11/05
QC-497, STE. SABINE & BCE. JCT. / . 30,31,32,33,34,35 1920/07/13-1944/05/08

Ste. Sabine, Vallee Junction & Quebec
QC-498, STE. SAB. VALL. JCT. & LEVIS . R.P.O. / . 30,33,34,35,59 1931/12/11-1936/11/27

Lac Frontiere & Vallee Junction (a.k.a. Beauce Junction)
QC-48, LAC. FRONT & VALLEE JCT. / . R.P.O. . 3,4,31,32,33,34,35,37 1935/01/12-1957/08/10

The  Megantic  Division

Lake Megantic & Tring
QC-55, LAKE MEGANTIC & TRING / M.C. N,NO,S,blank 1896/11/06-1904/??/24
QC-56, Train No. / Lake Meg. & Tring R.P.O. 2 1920/02/23

Levis & Lake Megantic
QC-68, LEVIS & L. MEGANTIC - R.P.O. / . N,NO,ND,SP,PM 1900/02/01-1928/03/19

11,21,22,blank

Tring & Lake Megantic
QC-547, TRING & LAKE MEGANTIC . R.P.O. / . NO,S,15,21,22,24,25 1914/04/01-1935/10/24

5 2nd period 1956/01/18-1957/02/13
QC-548, TRING & LAC MEGANTIC . R.P.O. / . 21,22,24,25,424,425 1914/09/28-1954/04/05

The  60 mile mile long “Tring Branch” from Tring Junction to Lake Megantic was completed in 1895.

The hammer study for QC-48 is on page 2565

The hammer study for QC-547 is on page 2061
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Quebec Central Railway - 1937

The Massawippi Valley Railway opened for traffic on July 1, 1870. It ran from Lennoxville,
located on the Montreal-Island Pond line of the Grand Trunk Railway, to Beebe and Stanstead. At
Beebe, it connected with the Connecticut & Passumpsic Rivers Railroad, which had leased the
Massawippi Valley Railway, immediately after completion. In 1887, the leases for both lines were
assumed by the Boston & Maine Railroad.

Massawippi  Valley  Railway

RY-113, Hammer I
Proof - 1886/08/02

Only date - 1892/01/04
Indicia - blank

RY-113, Hammer II
Proof - 1886/08/02

No reported use

On June 1, 1926, the Quebec Central Railway sub-leased the Massawippi Valley Railway from the
Boston & Maine Railroad, thus extending its trackage by 40 miles south, from Sherbrooke to Newport,
Vermont. Running rights over C.N.R. tracks provided access between Sherbrooke and Lennoxville.

QC-521, QC-522 and QC-532 were operated by the Boston & Maine Railroad. QC-523 spanned
operations by the Boston & Maine Railroad and the Quebec Central Railway.

Sherbrooke & Stanstead
QC-521, SHERBROOKE & STANSTEAD / . M.C. . N,NO,S,blank 1894/06/11-1911/03/14
QC-522, Sherbrooke AND Stanstead / R.P.O. 3¢ Leaf Issue - 2¢ Numeral
QC-532, STANSTEAD & SHERBROOKE / R.P.O. N,S 1911/04/07-1917/05/14
QC-523, SHERBROOKE & STANS . R.P.O. / . N,NO,S,59 1917/10/22-1929/06/17

Quebec  Central  Railway

Newport (Vermont) & Montreal

QC-362, NEWPORT & MONT. / R.P.O. 13,113,114,213,214,217,blank 1929/12/09-1947/05/07
QC-363, NEWPOR(T AND MON?) R.P.O. /. 213 1943/11/18
QC-364, NEWP. & MONT. R.P.O. / . 3,4,11,212,213,214,217,blank 1944/12/13-1956/10/24

This R.P.O. operated on the C.P.R. between Montreal and Sherbrooke, over the C.N.R. between
Sherbrooke and Lennoxville and on the Quebec Central Railway between Lennoxville and Newport.

Newport (Vermont) & Sherbrooke
QC-368, NEWPORT & SHERB. / R.P.O. 6,44,45,50,51,59,blank 1929/11/22-1941/02/21



Page 2867                                      The Newsletter of the Canadian R.P.O. Study Group (B.N.A.P.S.)

Quebec  Central  Railway

Quebec Central Railway Timetable - 1925
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Quebec Central Railway - 1937

Quebec  Central  Railway

RY-155, QUEBEC . CENTRAL / M.C. / 3 , N, MR 15, 97
QC-99, LEVIS & ST FRANCOIS . BEAUCE / M.C. , N, FE 16, 97
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QC-497, STE. SABINE & BCE. JCT. / . , 30, 18 JUL, 28

Quebec  Central  Railway

Quebec Central Railway, East Angus, circa 1914

Grégoire Teyssier reports the first example of the East direction and new late date for
QC-559.55, F. O’DOWD / MAIL CLERK / QUEBEC , SEP 21, 1895 .
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Peter McCarthy reports a new late date for hammer ON-631.01, TOR. & KING. / P.O. CAR ,

EAST, MR 17, 83. It is used on a registered cover which originated at Oakwood, Ontario and travelled by
road to Mariposa, where it was transferred to a southbound train and was postmarked with RY-220,
REGISTERED / W. PT P. L & V. RYS. Travel continued via Manilla Junction to Whitby Junction. There it
was transferred to an eastbound GTR main line train to Newcastle and went north by road to Orono.

New  Reports  from  Hugo  Deshaye

MT-263, MONCTON & ST. JOHN R.P.O. / G. C. RAMSEY , Tr. 44, OCT 25, 1929 , is only the
second reported example and new early date as well as the first report of train 44 for the clerk handstamp.

QC-513, SHER. & MONT. R.P.O. / T. G. GRIGSBY , 1926, NOV 5, Tr. P.M. , is a new early date for
this clerk handstamp.
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On  December 30, 1901,the Canadian
Northern Railway completed its Winnipeg-
Rainy River-Fort Frances-Fort William-Port
Arthur line.

The Canadian Northern Railway became
part of Canadian National Railways in 1918.

Fort Francis - Winnipeg R.P.O. service via
Minnesota began in 1908 and continued until
1962.

The National Transcontinental Railway
(NTR) was a government-built railway from
Moncton to Winnipeg via Quebec City,
Cochrane, Hearst, Armstrong and Sioux
Lookout.

Despite substantial problems with both
administration and cost, the last spike was
driven on November 17, 1913, completing the
eastern section except for the Quebec Bridge.

In 1915, the National Transcontinental
Railway became part of Canadian Government
Railways which became part of Canadian National
Railways in 1918.

Armstrong Station - Winnipeg R.P.O.
service on Canadian National Railways began
in 1938 and continued until 1955.

In 1913, the Canadian Northern Railway
opened its line between Sudbury and PortArthur/
Fort William, via Capreol and Longlac.
Canadian National Railways constructed a
link between Longlac and Nakina in 1923.

Capreol - Armstrong Station R.P.O.
service on Canadian National Railways also
began in 1938 and continued until 1955, (via
the former NTR and CNoR).

The Temiskaming & Ontario Railway, built
and owned by the provincial government, was
completed between North Bay and Cochrane via
Porquis Junction, in 1908. It was renamed as the
Ontario Northland Railway in 1946.

Porquis Junction - Hearst R.P.O. service on
the ONR and CNR began in 1945 and continued
until 1962.

North Bay - Longlac R.P.O. service on
Canadian National Railways began in 1965 and
continued until 1971.

R.P.O.s  on  the  C.N.R.  in  North  Western  Ontario
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Fort Frances & Winnipeg
ON-101, FT FRANCES & W’PEG. R.P.O. / NO # E,W,1,2,19,20,21,22,33,34   1908/02/06-1962/10/22
ON-102, FT. FR. & WPG. R.P.O. / NO # 19,20,33,34   1923/12/04-1962/10/22

Armstrong Station & Winnipeg
ON-10, ARMSTRONG STN. & WP’G. R.P.O. / NO # 1,2,3,4,blank   1938/09/09-1955/04/01

Capreol & Armstrong Station
ON-76, CAPREOL & ARMSTRONG STN. / R.P.O. 1,2,3,4,9,blank   1938/08/05-1965/06/08

Porquis Junction & Hearst
ON-459, POR. JCT. & HEARST / R.P.O. 11,12,112,146,147,199,200,XII   1945/06/04-1962/10/11

North Bay & Longlac
ON-335, NORTH BAY & LONGLAC 5,6,7,8,9,10,106  1965/07/09-1971/02/01

R.P.O.s  on  the  C.N.R.  in  North  Western  Ontario

ON-101.031, FT FRANCES & W’PEG. R.P.O. / NO 3 , 19, JAN 14, 26.
ON-101.032, FT. FRANCES & W’PEG. . R.P.O. / NO 3 , 20, JUN 9, 31.
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Canadian Northern Ry station at Fort Frances built 1913 (The earlier station is in the distance.)

R.P.O.s  on  the  C.N.R.  in  North  Western  Ontario

ON-10.03, ARMSTRONG STN. & WP’G. R.P.O. / NO 3 , 1, OC 16, 52.

ON-459.02, POR. JCT. & HEARST / R.P.O. , 147, JUN 4, 45.
ON-460, FROM POR. JCT. & HEARST R.P.O.
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R.P.O.s  on  the  C.N.R.  in  North  Western  Ontario

Canadian National Railways public timetable - 1947
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R.P.O.s  on  the  C.N.R.  in  North  Western  Ontario

Canadian National Railways public timetable - 1947
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R.P.O.s  on  the  C.N.R.  in  North  Western  Ontario

Canadian National Railways public timetable - 1947

ON-76, CAPREOL & ARMSTRONG STN. / R.P.O. , 1, AU 5, 38.
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New  Reports

Newsletter Editor, Catalogue Editor Ross Gray, 282 Burnham Street, Peterborough, ON, K9H 1T3
Phone: (705) 748-0247 e-mail:  oshrr@sympatico.ca

Secretary-Treasurer, Newsletter Mailer Sean Weatherup, 29 Hallmark Avenue,
Lower Sackville, Nova Scotia, B4C 3P7
Phone: (902) 865-1361 e-mail: sweatherup@eastlink.ca

The editor acknowledges the assistance of Derek Booth’s book, “Quebec Central Railway, From
the St. Lawrence to the Chaudiere”, published by Railfare DC Books in 2006, as an important
source of the history of the Quebec Central Railway. (The book is still available from the publisher.)

Used as a transit backstamp on this registered cover from Port Borden, PEI to Charlottetown is a new
early date and first report of an E direction for hammer MT-50.10, CH’TOWN & SACKVILLE . R.P.O. / . ,
E, JUN 4, 21. The next earliest reported date is 1936/02/18, therefore this example will be catalogued as
the only 1st period date.

Used to cancel a post card to Toronto, is a new early date for hammer
WT-64.011, CALGARY & EDMONTON R.P.O. / NO 1 , 12, JUL 13, 08 .

QC-409.02, QUE . GARN. JCT. & MONT. / . R.P.O. . ,
110, 24 AP, 39 , is a new early date for the hammer.


