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Al Ashore! S, S. €mpress about to leave Summerside, P. €. J.

Summerside, P.E.I. circa 1910

In this issue we consider where the vaguely worded listing, RY-144, P. E. ISLAND / M.C., was used.
Was it a waterway postmark or a railway postmark? Included in the article are two new hammers just
discovered by the editor, bringing the total to eight.

The Port Dover & Lake Huron Railway operated under its original name for only eight years but saw
the use of almost as many different cancellations. The eight postmarks including one only known from its
proof strike are shown in an article by Ross Gray.
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Burgessville, Ontario circa 1910
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Where Was RY-144, P.E. ISLAND / M.C. Used?

Tignish and Summerside to Charlottetown

6 2
Express| Mixed | Mixed
Mis. STATIONS. M. P M.
0. |[TIGNISH........ccovvveeenn. 112 15
4.7 DeBloiS ....vu vieennnn £12 34
6.9/St.Louis............... 1
9.2|AlmMaA...ceovueennnnnas f1
18.0|Alberton............
16.7|Elmsdale............
22.1|Bloomfield..........
24.6/Duvar ... f1
26.1 Howlan f'
27.8/0’Leary .
81.1|Coleman
86.7| Portage . f
40.0|Conway,.
44.4| Ellersiie
46.1/Port Hill ..
48.6/Northam....
61.5|Richmond ........
56.2| Wellington .....
62.8/ Miscouche...... 4
67.9|Summerside .............. 4
Express
67.9|Summerside................. 16 50
72.2|New Annan....... 17 00
76.2| Kensington..... 712
81.7|Freetown..... 726
85.1|Emerald Jct 736
87.6|Bradalbane 74
89.56Elliott’s. .... 7 46
91.7|Fredericton 7 52
96.2| Hunter River. 8 05
99.9| North Wiltshir 815
102.7|Colville ......... £8 22
106.2| Milton........... £8 32
110.8| Royalty Jet. ........... 8 45
116.1 CHARLOTTETOWN 9 00
P M.
READ DOWN Murray Harbor Branch READ U¥
19 17 18 20
Mixed |Express Express| Mixed
PM PM. [Mls. STATIONS AM.
-------- B310 | €310 | 0. [Dep. CHARLOTTETOWN.Arr| C9 26
Bf3 20 [CE3 17 | 1.6|............ Southport............. of9 17
........ Bf3 99 |Cf323 | 8.7 ...Bunbury .|cfg 11
........ B336 | €327 | 6.1 Mount Herbert C9 07
B346 | C3 34| 7.4 ....Hazelbrook ... ..| €901
B3 52 | C538 | 8.9 Mount Albion.. .| €867 |
Bf4 20 |0f3 58 | 16.9 ..Mill View..
R4 2 | C403 | 17.0 rnon_(Loop
Bf4 33 | Cf4 08 | 16.3 .. Mill View..
43| C415 | 18.3.....c..t. Lake Verde......
Bf4 51 | Cf4 21 | 16.8|.... ....Hermitage .
B4 57 | C425 | 16.6|. Vernon River
B512 | C436 | 20.8 - UlE
B5 923 | C4 43 | 238.0 rand Vie
Bb 34 | C451 | 26.8 Fodhla
1Bf5 42 | Cf4 b7 | 27.8 Surrey
57 | Cb 08 | 81.7 .Melville
Bf6 06 | Cf5 14 | 88.9 .Belle River.
B6 16 | C5 21 | 86.3 ‘Wood Island.
BE6 22 Cf5 26 | 87.9|...eneiiinn.... Iris. =
Bf6 30 | Ccff 32 | 89.9|. .. Hopefield..
B645 | CH 43 | 43.7|.ceeennn. Murray River...........
B700 | C5 55 | 47.8|/Arr. MURRAY HARBOR. Dep| C6 40
P M. P M. AM. AM.

reap powny Mt. Stewart Jct. and Georgetown READ UP

13 15 14 16
Express| Mixed Express| Mixed
AM. | Mls. STATIONS AM. P.M.
18 15 0. |[Dep.MT. STEWART JCT.Arr 7 06
843 | 72 ¢ . Peake's.............. 6 45
.2 Ste. Teresa............ 6 40
............... erth...............| 628 | 245
) Cardigan............. 6 16
930 | 19.4|..... ...Montague Jct...... . 6 13 2
£9 34 | 20.4]... .-Roseneath........H f6 10 | £2 20
f9 43 | 22.7 -.Brudenell......... "o f6o03| 211
f9 48 | 24.0|- ..Robertson.........g 5 69 | £2 06
964 | 25.6 ...Montague,........ a0 b 64
£10 CO | 24.0]... ...Robertson........S || f649 | f£153
£10 056 | 22.7|..... ... Brudenell........ 2 f5 46 | £1 48
£10 13 | 204 eennnn.. .. Roseneath........ S| f538 | f138
10 17 | 19.4|....... Montague Junction...m { 5 34 1
£10 950 216/ . Emmerson...... .....| 528 | f126
10 35 | 24.2|Arr... GEORGETOWN ...Dep| 1620 | 1115
AM AM. P.M.
t Daily, except Sunday. A Arrive. B Monday, Wednesday and Friday,

o Tuesday. Thursday and Saturday.

f Trains stop only when signalled or when there are passengers to set down

Passengers to and from stations between Mt. Stewart Junction and Georgetown
change cars at Mt. Stewart Junction.

Intercolonial Railway Timetable - 1911
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Where Was RY-144, P.E. ISLAND / M.C. Used?
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Charlottetown to Summerside and Tignish

1 5 3
Express| Mixed | Mixed
STATIONS AM. AM. PM.

CHARLOTTETOWN ......Dep
Royalty Jet........ ..
Milton....

Elliott’s....
Bradalbane..
tmerald Jct .
‘reetown ...
{ensington..
New Annan .
Summerside ...
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Dovhonnmoom®n )"
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oS
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Summerside....
Miscouche...
Wellington ..
Richmond ...

oo
©OH®

Ellerslie..
Conway ..
.4|Portage...
Coleman .
O’Leary ..
Howlan...
Duvar.....
Bloomfield.
Elmsdale ..
.1|Alberton.
Alma.....

g28srusgnuanasg
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BE

E
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RM. AM.

READ DOWN Charlottetown and Souris

9 11 10
Express| Mixed Express
PM. AM. |Mls. STATIONS AM.
1320 | 1645 | 0. |Dep.CHARLOTTETOWN Arr| 18 16
332 669 | 4. |.... . Sherwood .. ...| 1804
3 36 704| 5.8 8 00
348 719 9.0 7 60
404 738 | 18.6 7 38
413 749 | 16.6 £7 31
4 30 816 | 22.0 7 15
f4 52 | £8 47 | 29.9 f6 64
4 bl 8 62 | 81.8 6 49
51 920 | 88 6 329
£5 37 | £949 | 46.7 16 09
55 10 08 | 60.0 5 67
5 57 | £10 19 | 2.4 16 60
6 2 10 50 | 60.0] 16 30
P.M. AM. AM.

rzappowny Emerald Jct. and Cape Traverse  reapur

Mis. STATIONS
0. [Dep....EMERALD JCT....Arr
4. ... Kinkora... .
7.5].... .... Albany.... :
11.6/Arr..CAPE TRAVERSE..Dep

Intercolonial Railway Timetable -1911
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Where Was RY-144, P.E. ISLAND / M.C. Used?

When the current catalogue was prepared, I believed that listing RY-144, P. E. ISLAND / M.C. was
used on waterway travelling post offices operating on the ferries between Prince Edward Island and
the mainland. Recently I acquired two registered covers which originated in Alberton, P.E.I in 1891
and 1892 and were addressed to Charlottetown. Both covers had a RY-144 transit backstamp, which
showed that in two cases, RY-144 was used on the Charlottetown & Tignish R.P.O.

To my surprise these two backstamps turned out to be two new, previously unrecognized hammers
for the listing, RY-144.07 and RY-144.08.

(3 A 5
@ é 7tz :
oy Y

o RY-144.07, blank, JY 2, 92

RY-144.08, blank, NO 9, 91

I reviewed other cards and covers in my collection and found RY-144.05, JA 9, 96, cancelling a 1¢ post
card from Emerald Junction to Summerside and RY-144.05, JY 28, 97, cancelling a 1¢ post card from
Summerside to St. Louis, PEIL. These two examples would support use on the Charlottetown & Tignish
R.P.O.

A 2¢ Numeral cover with a Morell, PEI corner card and cancelled with RY-144.05, SP 7, 01, would
support use on the Charlottetown & Souris R.P.O.

Since the above described 5 cards and covers did not leave the island, their use on an R.P.O. is assured.
All other items with an RY-144 postmark in my collection were addressed to the mainland so could possi-
bly have been used on a ferry, although I doubt it.

It should also be noted that there is a time gap between MT-59, P. E. |. R. R - C & S/ NO # which
was used between 1875 and 1880 and MT-60, CH'TOWN & SOURIS / M.C. which was used from
1895. Use of RY-144 on the Charlottetown & Souris R.P.O. would help explain that gap.

Readers are requested to examine their examples of this listing in light of this article and report any
further verifiable R.P.O. use. My belief is that RY-144 was mostly, if not entirely, used on trains and not
boats.
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Where Was RY-144, P.E. ISLAND / M.C. Used?
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Port Dover & Lake Huron Railway

In 1875, the Port Dover & Lake Huron Railway was completed between Port Dover and Woodstock,
via Simcoe. The following year, it was extended to Stratford, a total distance of 62 miles. In 1877, the Port
Dover and Lake Huron Railway was leased by the Stratford and Huron Railway. Construction from
Stratford to Listowel (43 miles) was completed in December of that year, followed by further construction
to Palmerston shortly after. The two companies amalgamated in 1879.

In 1881, the Port Dover & Lake Huron Railway and the Stratford & Huron Railway, both amalga-
mated with the Georgian Bay & Wellington Railway.

The entire system was then absorbed into the Grand Trunk Railway, under the title of the Georgian
Bay & Lake Erie Railway, which completed the Palmerston to Durham line of the G. B. & W. Ry and
extended the railway from Listowel to Wiarton in 1882. (See January-February, 2005 newsletter)

In 1889, the 17 mile long South Norfolk Railway, between Port Rowan and Simcoe was added and in
1894, a branch from Park Head to Owen Sound was completed.

For a relatively minor railway, the Port Dover & Lake
Huron Railway had a remarkable number of different
postmarks over a period of only eight years while it
operated under that name. Not surprisingly all are very
scarce to rare.

Wiarton

Parkhead

Owen Sound

"ham

Harriston Q3

\
|
A< Palmerston

Collingwood

Glencairn

CANADA POST CARD

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE.

B~ M Wz

2T |

(¥ Listowel

Georgetown

Elmira® ; '4 ) X 5 (W’)\’ ]
Wiverton @ g ®ilbank H = , T | Port Dover & Lake iluron
S Guelph 7 D . ////’ / /.‘ A ILW.AY.
To Clinton, e LT a3 / A4z > o
Goderion _ £ ol Wi, fkaid2 L1817
K Berhn Hespeler D) The undermentioned Freight,/consigned to you, arried
s S7y 3 ; ) 3 5
Stratford g - e 1 this day Please send fo‘r it as soon. as possible,’ as it remains
N Galt oS here at your RisK and IiXPENSE. 3
ﬁu ® p(‘,’/ / X ¥
St. Mary's Dundase || 3 N § "’W“ Freight Agent. |
HicksonQ &% 2 = .
. i NS FROM No. & DescrIPTION oF Fs’aS. || WEIGHT. Cu\hmxs.
i w8 5 - -
Woodstock ¥ JE ,_ﬁ o o\,
' CHEN % 2 VYRV OS2/,
7 | 188 Wern 2l |9 4 ZZ
Ingers g i & ;é: ] P!
-4 BurgessvilleQ g ; / < E
Norwich Q Hagersville, i B: * (/f;{( 6‘/ /
QOtterville \% = 7
A D
0 ‘ R - > ko
Tillsonburg Simcoe

The earliest cancellation is shown here on a company
post card from Port Dover to St. Williams advising the
recipient that 46 packages have arrived from Captain Allan
and are waiting to be picked up.
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Port Dover & Lake Huron Railway

¥y Proof date - 1876/04/12
AN -
S Ju 26% RY-133 ERD - 1876/07/18
e 77 LRD - 1877/10/25
v > Indicia - blank
N~

2N REGISTERED
-\ REBE 1 e D s LLH
@ g '.‘Q‘),
> _;;,\\_ Proof - unknown
o SRA\N ERD - 1876/08/31
O S« Mt W LRD - 1880/07/23
HE ) R & L
wE >, > ‘,“33:‘“’?% \"'\ ok : Q NORTH.IS’
o R \ Oy os g  FProof - 1877/11/03
. é N ERD - 1877/11/04
.50 O 80 LRD - 1881/11/29
- Indicia - NORTH, SOUTH
RY-135

This cover originated at Port Dover on July 23, 1880 where it was transferred to the northbound Port
Dover and Lake Huron R.P.O., arriving in Woodstock the same day. July 23, 1880 is a new late date for
RY-134.

The next cover was addressed to Hamilton, originated at PORT DOVER, ONT, SP 3, 80, and is can-
celled with the same segmented cork as the above cover.

It was placed on board the northbound railway mail car and backstamped with the circular date stamp,
RY-136, the third to have been used on the line and the rectangular boxed registration postmark, RY-137,
the first of two used on the line.

It was probably sorted into a closed bag for Hamilton and travelled as far north as Woodstock where it
was transferred to a Great Western eastbound train to complete its journey. It arrived in Hamilton the
following day and received a Hamilton oval registered postmark.
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Port Dover & Lake Huron Railway

g 5, 8

5

Proof - 1879/02/12

ERD - 1879/06/20

LRD - 1887/03/19
Indicia - NORTH, SOUTH

e = RECISTERED
| |PD&LHR
A Proof - anlnown

3 LRD - 1880/11/11
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Port Dover & Lake Huron Railway

We are left to wonder why another boxed registration hammer was ordered. It has not been recorded
used. Perhaps it was lost or the earlier produced (1878/07/??7) RY-139 was located before its arrival and

used instead.

RY- 138
Proof - 1881/03/??

I\

No recorded use
v /%f .
REQISTERED

This registered cover, addressed to OTTERVILLE, ONT. (South Norwich Township, Oxford County)

originated at BRANTFORD, ONT., PM, JU 7, 84 (Friday). It was placed aboard the west-bound (RY-71)
G.W.R. / MAIL LINE railway post office on Monday, June 9 and at WOODSTOCK, ONT., was transferred
to the southbound Port Dover & Lake Huron R.P.O. where it received RY-139 and RY-140 transit
backstamps. It was “not called for” by the addressee at Otterville and was therefore sent to the Dead Letter
Office and then returned to the sender.

G G
DO | Bl

RY-140
Proof - 1881/03/05
ERD -1883/09/07
LRD - 1884/06/10
Indicia - SOUTH

RY-139
Proof'- 1878/07/??
ERD - 1881/09/13
LRD - 1885/11/06
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New Reports
Ross Gray found the first example of

train number 1 for both the listing and
the hammer, WT-228.03, EDMONTON &
WEMBLEY - R.PO./3,1, MY 27, 31,
on this “Ben Cash” (U.S. RPO clerk)
favour cover.

Peter McCarthy reports a new late date for RY-118, MON. & CHAMP. JN. RWY. ,
N, AU 20, 95, found as a transit backstamp. It was used on the Montreal & Champlain Junction

Railway between Montreal & Dundee, Quebec.

@ e e 000 0000000000000 000000000000000000 0

This light transit backstamp of QC-294.12,
MONT. & TOR. G. T.RY/ 12, 2.W, MR 26, 91,
is both a new early date and the first report of train
number indicium 2.W for the hammer. The cover
originated at St. Denis de la Bouteillerie, Quebec
and was addressed to London, Ontario. Reported by g

Ross Gray.

This transit backstamp on a 5 cent stampless mourning cover
from Wales, Ontario to Ottawa is a new early date for the ham-
mer, ON-413.02, OTTAWA & PRESCOTT RAILWAY / ¥,

AP 17, 1867, NORTH. Reported by Ross Gray

Ross Gray reported this new late date for WT-879, C.P.R. WINNIPEG &
GLENBORO/ 1, E, DE 29, 93, on a 3¢ Small Queen on piece.

Newsletter Editor, Catalogue Editor Ross Gray, 33 George Street East, Lindsay, ON, KOV 1W6
Phone 705 324-6020  e-mail oshrr@sympatico.ca
Secretary-Treasurer, Newsletter Mailer Chris Anstead, 3258 Elphin Maberly Road,
McDonald’s Corners, ON, KOG 1M0
Phone 613 278-1428  e-mail acropolis@superaje.com
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