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This transit backstamp, RY-170.01, pqKi t̂obk`bKCK̂qi^kqf`Jo^fiol^a=LZI
^r=OOI=NURRI=N , on a 6 pence stampless cover to North Monroe, New Hampshire is a new late date for
both the hammer and listing.

It was replaced by QC-166.04, jlkK=C=fpiaK=maK=do^ka=qo h=oKt v̂=L==W=kK=QKW , which is
known used as early as 1855/09/05. Reported by Ross Gray.

`lkdo^qri^qflkp>
I don�t know what Ross had in mind for a lead article in the January � February, 2011 issue

of the Newsletter, but I bet it was not a self-congratulatory pat on the back.  Regrettably it was
right and proper that the sad news of the passing of our dear friend, Bill Robinson, should head
the front page.

Why the celebrations and congratulations?  Surely a tenth anniversary is worth celebrating?

The November � December, 2010 issue of the Newsletter (Whole No. 211) completed a ten year
run with Ross Gray as our Editor and Whole No.212 should have been celebrated as his ten year
anniversary issue. During his first ten years of stewardship Ross has issued sixty Newsletters, 600
pages of informative, well-researched, superbly illustrated articles.  During the last year or so it has
been a joy to see so many of our members providing input to the Newsletter, but far too many of the
preceding issues were all the work of one man � Ross Gray.  Please join with me in thanking Ross
for all his endeavours during the last ten years. Well done Ross!  We look forward to many more
Newsletters under your editorship.

We should also thank Chris Anstead who has arranged the Newsletter printing and mailing-out
during the last ten years. Well done, Chris.

Brian Stalker - Chairman

In this issue we see more of the continuing new reports which have been streaming in since the new
catalogue was published. Many more are on the editor�s desk for inclusion in future newsletters.

Reporters are Jack Brandt, Cecil Coutts, Hugo Deshaye, Ross Gray, Bob Lane, Colin Lewis, Peter
McCarthy and Jim Miller.
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New  Reports from  Jack  Brandt

This example of MT-286.02,p^fkq=glek=C
ba pqkKoKmKlK=L=K=I=kI=gri=NVI=RQ , is the first report
of a direction indicium �N�  for the listing and the
hammer.

This SN-22.01, jbaf`fkb
e q̂K̀ KmKoK=abmlq=L=K=I=PNI=^r=NTI
mj , on a 3 cent stamp, is a new late
date for the first of the two hammers.
As usual, the normal time and year date
slug positions are reversed.

On a 5 cent cover to Calgary is a new late late for the
second of two hammers, SN-22.02,jbaf`fkb=e^qK
`KmKoK=abmlq=L=K=I=SRI=cb=OI=^j.

Here we have WT-6.02,_fkpK=C
p^phK=oKmKlK=L=kK=O=I=ROI=pm=NNI=PS, a
new early date and WT-6.02,_fkpK=C
p^phK=oKmKlK=L=kK=O=I=RNI=^r=OMI=QU , a
new late date for the hammer.

This WT-6.03,_fkpK=C=p^phK=oKmKlK=L=klK=P=I=ROI=^r=OMI=PS ,
is a new early date for the hammer.

WT-9,_i^fkb=C=s^k`lrsbo=L=oKmKlK=I=PVUI=gri=NI=PU ,
is a new late date.

This lightly struck WT-13.01,_lkK=C=baK=oKmKlK
kK=N=L=K=I=\RI=sfff=ORI=RT , is a new late date for the
hammer.

WT-17.02,_aovK=ifkb=C=tmdK=oKmKlK=L=kl=O=I=NMVI=jv=QI=PM ,
is a new early date for both the hammer and the listing.

WT-37.01,_o^kalk=C=obdfk^KoKmKlK=L=kl=N=I=RI=jo=TI=QS , is a new late
date for the hammer.
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New  Reports from  Jack  Brandt

WT-48.01,_oba=C=p^phK=oKmKlK=L=kK=N=I=ROI=kl=NNI=RP , is a new late
date for the hammer.

WT-48.02,_oba=C=p^phK=oKmKlK=L=kK=O=I=ROI=l`=PI=RP ,
is a new late date for the hammer.

This is the first report of  a �No. 1� hammer  for listing WT-58. The �No. 2�
hammer was proof struck on January 25, 1915 but no record of the �No. 1� exists,
although it probably shares the same proof date. It will be listed as WT-58.01,
_rivb^=C=p^phKoKmKlK=L=kl=NI=bI=ab=QI=NR and the �No. 2� hammer will now be
listed as WT-58.02.

WT-59.021,`^iK=C=`^jolpbKoKmKlK=L=kl=O=I=ORI=^r=NI=OT , is a
new early date for this hammer, which was proof struck on May 15, 1924.
It is also the first report of train 25 for the hammer.

WT-59.021,`^iK=C=`^jolpbKoKmKlK=L=kl=O=I
ORI=kl=NI=PM , is a new late date for this hammer.  As
a result of this increased period of use, the R.F. will
change to �F�.

WT-64.011,`^id^ov=C=bajlkqlk=oKmKlK=L=kl=N=I=OSI=jv=NQI=NO , is a new
late date for the hammer.

WT-64.022,`^id^ov=C=bajlkqlk=oKmKlK=L=kl=O=K=I=pI=ab=UI=MO , is a new
early date for the hammer.

WT-64.021,`^id^ov=C=bajlkqlkKoKmKlK=L=kl=O=I=NQI=jo=MOI=NN ,
is the first report of train 14 for this hammer.

WT-59.022,`^iK=C=`^jolpbKoKmKlK=L=kl=O=I=OSI=l`=NPI=PS , is a new
early date for the hammer.

WT-64.023,`^id^ov=C=bajlkqlkKoKmKlK=L=kl=O=I=ORI=gri=PI=OT, is the
first report of train 25 for the hammer.
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WT-64.052,`^id^ov=C=bajlkqlkKoKmKlK=L=kl=R=I=OPI
g^k=NRI=PT and WT-64.052,`^id^ov=C=bajlkqlkKoKmKlK=L
kl=R=I=OPI=^m=NVI=QS , are the first reports of train 23 for this
hammer.

On too dark a 3 cent brown Admiral to illustrate, a WT-064.062,`^id^ov=C=bajlkqlkKoKmKlK=L
kl=S=I=ORI=g^k=PMI=OQ , is a new early date for the hammer.

WT-212.01,bajK=C=moK=dblodbKoKmKlK=L=kl=N=I=RI=grk=OSI=OU ,
is the first report of train 5 for the hammer.

One of many transit backstamps on a well travelled cover, this WT-344.07,jbaK=e^qK=C=kbiK=oKmKlK=L
kl=T=I=NNI=l`=OOI=NV , is the first report of train 11 for the hammer.

WT-435.021,jK=g^t=C=bjmK=oKmKlK=L=kl=O=I=bI=gri=SI=OO , on a 3 cent brown Admiral is the first
report of this hammer being used. Unfortunately the image is too dark to illustrate here. The hammer was
proof struck on August 2, 1918 and WT-435.022, its replacement, was proof struck on April 26, 1923.

WT-435.022,jK=g^t=C=bjmK=oKmKlK=L=kl=O=I=SSI=ab=OMI=QR  and
WT-435.022,jK=g^t=C=bjmK=oKmKlK=L=kl=O=ISSI=ab=OOI=RQ are the
third and fourth reports of a December date for this hammer. It
was likely used on the Swift Current & Empress R.P.O. only during the
busy Christmas season when an extra clerk may have been assigned.

New  Reports from  Jack  Brandt

WT-318.022,j^`ibla=C=`^id^ovKoKmKlK=LKkl=OK=I=QNI=^m=OMI=PS , is a
new late date and second confirmed date for the hammer (See Page 2217).
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C.P.R. Public Timetable - 1924

Moose  Jaw,  Swift  Current  and  Empress

After reviewing the reports which we now have for

the Moose Jaw & Empress R.P.O. and the Swift

Current & Empress R.P.O., as well as a number

C.P.Ry. public timetables between 1920 and 1953, I am

led to believe that the actual Moose Jaw - Empress run

was short lived and that it was reduced to operating

between  Swift Current and Empress, early in its

existence.

Except for WT-435.02, the other steel hammers of

the Moose Jaw & Empress R.P.O. are only known used

between 1918/12/09 and 1924/08/20. We now have

recorded WT-435.02 dated 1943/12/17, 1945/12/20,

1953/12/16 and 1954/12/22, with either train 65 or 66,

suggesting that it was only used as a spare hammer for

an extra clerk on the Swift Current & Empress R.P.O.

during the busy Christmas season.

Lionel Gillam (Page 47, �A History of Canadian
R.P.O.s�)  noted the temporary Christmas use of the

Moose Jaw & Empress hammer and suggested that the

Moose Jaw - Empress run was revived for Christmas.
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North  Portal  &  Moose  Jaw  New  Reports

WT-523.031,kloK=mloqK=C=jK=g^tKoKmKlK=L=kl=PK=I
NQI=g^k=ONI=NR , is a new late date for the hammer, reported
by Jack Brandt. The R.F. will change to �E�.

In the Eastern Auctions November 6, 2010 sale, was this registered cover, with manuscript
"Adamsville / Sept 1884" on reverse, franked with single 3c orange and a well centered 2c orange registra-
tion tied by superb Railway Ticket Stamp oval "gKaK=^kaboplk=L=^_bo`lok=L=pbm=Q=p³²¦=L=nrbJ
_b`=L=j¬²°£~ª=C=j~¬±¬´§ªª£=^¥D²" handstamp in purple on cover, slightly reduced at left, addressed to
Magog, Que. A exceptional RPO cover, XF (Ludlow TS-140 listed as "no report", R. Gray 2009 catalogue,
unlisted) ex. Harry Lussey, R. Lee Auctions, May 1999, Lot 302. (This handstamp has now been relisted in
the catalogue as QC-554.55, including a note that it is an agent�s stamp not that of a RPO clerk.)

On a registered cover from Kindersley, Saskatchewan to Altoona, Pennysyvania, Ross Gray found a
new late date for the hammer, WT-689.022,p^phK=C=`^iWoKmKlK=L=kl=O=I=bI=g^k=OVI=OV.

Ross Gray adds this new late date and first report of train
14 for the hammer, WT-523.05,kloK=mloq=C=jK=g^tJ
oKmKlK=L=kl=RK=I=NQI=kl=NUI=PO , which was used as a transit

mark on a registered cover from Zehner, Saskatchewan to California

A  Former  Ticket  Stamp  Relisted
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In the Eastern Auctions November 6, 2010 sale, was this cover described as �1c Deep Orange, Perf 12
(35ii) Horizontal pair, left stamp with slight crease from position on edge of cover, alongside a nicely
centered example of 3c copper red, perf 12 (37b), true rich colours and each stamp cancelled by clear
fancy "9" cancels from Kingston on registered cover addressed to Sandwich, ON, portion of Kingston (AP
29) 1870 CDS dispatch at left, cover lightly reduced, straightline and boxed REGISTERED cancels, with
Grand Trunk Railway East / Night (AP 30 70) and G.W.R. / West (AP 30) RPO backstamps�.

The RY-56.01,do^kaKqorkhKo^fit v̂Kb^pq=L
|
=^
|
=I=kfdeqI=^m=PMI=TM , transit backstamp

is a new early date for both the hammer and the listing. The proof date is unknown.

We are grateful to Eastern Auctions for kindly providing the scan of the cover back for this report.

A  �Grand  Trunk  Railway  East�  Early  Date

Observed in Hugo Deshaye�s  price list, was this second reported exam-

ple of QC-236.01, MONT. & QUE. GRAND TRUNK R�WAY / : No. 1. : ,

C, blank, SEP 10, 1857, with blank direction indicium. Peter McCarthy

reported the first such example on page 2211 of the November-December,

2010 newsletter. It was dated 1858/12/29 and also had a �C� indicator.

An  Early  Montreal  &  Quebec  Indicia  Variety


