The Newsletter of the Canadian R.P.O. Study Group (B.N.A.P.S)
March - April, 2011

Volume 39 - No. 4 Whole No. 213

In this issue we see more of the continuing new reports which have been streaming in since the new
catalogue was published. Many more are on the editor(s desk for inclusion in future newsl etters.
Reporters are Jack Brandt, Cecil Coutts, Hugo Deshaye, Ross Gray, Bob Lane, Colin Lewis, Peter

McCarthy and Jim Miller.
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This transit backstamp, RY-170.01, paKi 4 ob k "KeKrgi "k b f i ol Zd =1L
Nr = 001 = NobdBRence stampless cover to North Monroe, New Hampshire is a new late date for

both the hammer and listing.
It was replaced by QC-166.04,] | Kk K=C=f pi a K=ma K% dw= Lk =a=W\alichkso K

known used as early as 1855/09/05. Reported by Ross Gray.

"Il kdorqgri ~gfl kp>

| donliknow what Ross had in mind for alead article in the January [February, 2011 issue
of the Newsletter, but | bet it was not a self-congratulatory pat on the back. Regrettably it was
right and proper that the sad news of the passing of our dear friend, Bill Robinson, should head

the front page.

Why the celebrations and congratulations? Surely atenth anniversary is worth celebrating?

The November [December, 2010 issue of the Newsdletter (Whole No. 211) completed a ten year
run with Ross Gray as our Editor and Whole No.212 should have been celebrated as his ten year
anniversary issue. During hisfirst ten years of stewardship Ross has issued sixty Newsletters, 600
pages of informative, well-researched, superbly illustrated articles. During the last year or so it has
been ajoy to see so many of our members providing input to the Newsletter, but far too many of the
preceding issues were all the work of one man [Ross Gray. Please join with me in thanking Ross
for all his endeavours during the last ten years. Well done Ross! We ook forward to many more

Newsletters under your editorship.
We should also thank Chris Anstead who has arranged the Newsletter printing and mailing-out

during the last ten years. Well done, Chris.
Brian Stalker - Chairman
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New Reports from Jack Brandt

Major ReM.Roye ED

145 Markland Street

Hamilton. Ontario

Thisexampleof MT-286.02,p * f kg=g !l ek =C
ba pfpkknh K=L=K=1 = ksthefirst iepoNV I = RQ

of a direction indicium INOJ for the listing and the

hammer.

ThisSN-22.01,j baf ~ f kb

eqK KkwK=abml g=L=K=k¥

mj , on a3 cent stamp, isanew late
datefor thefirst of the two hammers.
Asusual, the normal time and year date
slug positions are reversed.

RO

65 )
On a5 cent cover to Calgary isanew late late for the S FE 2 g‘j
second of two hammers, SN-22.02,j baf * f kb =e ? gy a8
KmKoK=abml g=L=K=1 =SRI =cb'="0\\<5_,ﬁ;jé¥""

Herewehave WT-6.02, _f k p K=C
prphK=oKmKI K=L=k;aK=

new early dateand WT-6.02,_ f k p K= C
prphK=0oKmKI K=L=k -, &=|

new late date for the hammer.

ThisWT-6.03, _f k pK=C=p " p hiK=RKIMKR & k {
isanew early date for the hammer.

WT-9 i "fkb=C=s”"k >l rsbo=L=0Km

isanew late date.

hammer.

WT-1702, _aovK=i f k b=C=t Imdk3 =KV | Kigtv
isanew early date for both the hammer and the listing.
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Thislightly struck WT-13.01, _| k K=C=baK=0KmKI K
k- K=N=L=K=1,safwlatedateforth® Rl =R T

WT-3701, o"kal k=C= Kb Kkrh K P=IN=kI = R | Fisaoew Tale= Q S

datefor the hammer.
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New Reports from Jack Brandt

WT-4801, _oba=C=p~*phK=0KmKI| K=Lmrs&neKlatN=1 =RO
datefor the hammer.

WT-4802,_oba=C=p”~ phK=0oKmKI K=L=4
isanew late date for the hammer. i 11

Thisisthefirst report of a Mo. 1Chammer for listing WT-58. The No. 20
hammer was proof struck on January 25, 1915 but no record of the (No. 1[Exists,
although it probably shares the same proof date. It will be listed as WT-58.01,

_rvbr=C= Bd\mnin KE=LN=-Ik= b | = andbthke@o.2MddRmer will now be
listed as WT-58.02.

WT-59.021," ~ i K=C=" ~Ko gKmpko=LO=kl = ORI,isar = M|
new early date for this hammer, which was proof struck on May 15, 1924.
Itisalso thefirst report of train 25 for the hammer.

WT-59.021," ~ i K= C=" "Ko sKnhpkd=LO=kI
ORIl =k | AdNhew Ratddate for thishammer. As
aresult of thisincreased period of use, the R.F. will

ABSBEBIAREND

L R ]
o T o Hl o TR o change to [FL]

WT-50.022,° A i K=C=" "Ko kmpKb=LO=kl = OS| sifanewNP | =
early datefor the hammer.

WT-64011,” "i d"ov=C=baj | kgl&kNoDIKmBSE K-igandN QI = |
|ate date for the hammer.

WT-64.021," ~i d9eC=baj | fodnk KI=LO=ki = NQI 5j o=
isthefirst report of train 14 for thishammer.

WT-64.022," i d*ov=C=bajl kqlkGoKmK+ Kisdnel = Ul =
early datefor the hammer.

WT-64.023," ~i d9eC=baj | fodqdnk KI=LO=k = ORI HAgghei
first report of train 25 for the hammer.
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New Reports from Jack Brandt

% 5
WT-64.052, ~i dveC=baj | fognk K=LR=kl = Ofp¥I &d
gM"k =NRIdWP-64052," i d9¥eC=baj | fognkK
ki=R=1 =0P | qrethefiNsMépert@& train 23 for this

hammer.

On too dark a 3 cent brown Admiral toillustrate, aWT-064.062," " i d9 e C=baj | KogknkK =L
kl=S =1 = ORI = ¢sarexwdarhy date@oBthe hammer.

WT-212.01,b aj K=C=mo K Kodkisnk K'eetN=kl = Rl =gr k =0S1| = OL
isthefirst report of train 5 for the hammer.

2.4

WT-318.022,j ~ i bl a=C=VvKoikeint i £ & | = QNI = 2ism= OM
new late date and second confirmed date for the hammer (See Page 2217). ¥

One of many transit backstamps on awell travelled cover, thisWT-344.07,] ba K=e*"gK=C=k bi K=0Km
ki=T=1 =NNI sisthefira ©port NfV¥rain 11 for the hammer.

WT-435.021,) K=g”*t =C=Db | mkOc K mKkll K9la3 éenBorown@a@miral isthe first
report of this hammer being used. Unfortunately the image is too dark to illustrate here. The hammer was
proof struck on August 2, 1918 and WT-435.022, its replacement, was proof struck on April 26, 1923.

WT-435.022,) K=g”*t =C=Db ] mkOec K 8ISIl Kadbhe O (
third and fourth reports of a December date for thishammer. It )
was likely used on the Swift Current & Empress R.P.O. only during the
busy Christmas season when an extra clerk may have been assigned.
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Moose Jaw, Swift Current and Empress
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C.P.R. Public Timetable - 1924
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C.P.R. Public Timetable - 1953
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After reviewing the reports which we now have for
the Moose Jaw & Empress R.P.O. and the Swift
Current & Empress R.P.O., aswell as a number
C.PRy. public timetabl es between 1920 and 1953, | am
led to believe that the actual Moose Jaw - Empress run
was short lived and that it was reduced to operating
between Swift Current and Empress, early inits
existence.

Except for WT-435.02, the other steel hammers of
the Moose Jaw & Empress R.P.O. are only known used
between 1918/12/09 and 1924/08/20. We now have
recorded WT-435.02 dated 1943/12/17, 1945/12/20,
1953/12/16 and 1954/12/22, with either train 65 or 66,
suggesting that it was only used as a spare hammer for
an extraclerk on the Swift Current & Empress R.P.O.
during the busy Christmas season.

Lionel Gillam (Page 47, [A History of Canadian
R.P.O.s)l noted the temporary Christmas use of the
Moose Jaw & Empress hammer and suggested that the
Moose Jaw - Empress run was revived for Christmas.
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North Portal & Moose Jaw New Reports

g@ﬁ@\ WT-523.031, k | 0o K=agMl=€ = } KoKt K '=LP=Kk= | 1’3“‘9(3Mh,\
[ o *Z\ | NQI =g k As@aNev ki dRite for the hammer, reported AR
g ,g&'/ %? by Jack Brandt. The R.F. will change to [EL]
4’_.?5.,_;9’ ' Ross Gray adds this new late date and first report of train
14 for the hammer, WT-523.05,k | o K=gn# ©= jt Kl=g *
0 KKnmh KI=LRKk=1 = N Q I, whikch wad\utbd as &Rr@hsit
mark on aregistered cover from Zehner, Saskatchewan to California
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On aregistered cover from Kindersley, Saskatchewan to Altoona, Pennysyvania, Ross Gray found a
new late date for the hammer, WT-689.022,p * p h K= @& RKrh iIKI=LO=kl =b | =g~k =0VI =0V

A Former Ticket Samp Relisted

In the Eastern Auctions November 6, 2010 sale, was this registered cover, with manuscript

"Adamsville/ Sept 1884" on reverse, franked with single 3c orange and awell centered 2c orange registra-

tion tied by superb Railway Ticket Stampoval 'g Ka K="kabopl k=L="_bo Il ok=L=pbm=Q:
b =L=j - =2°£~2=C handstampin purpl éon c%vﬁr-sl?ghtljbréducedatleft addressed to

Magog, Que. A exceptional RPO cover, XF (Ludlow TS-140 listed as "no report”, R. Gray 2009 catal ogue,

unlisted) ex. Harry Lussey, R. Lee Auctions, May 1999, Lot 302. (This handstamp has now been relisted in

the catal ogue as QC-554.55, including a note that it isan agent s stampwt that of a RPO clerk.)
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A [Grand Trunk Railway East(lEarly Date

TR A e e =]
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In the Eastern Auctions November 6, 2010 sale, was this cover described as [1c Deep Orange, Perf 12
(35ii) Horizontal pair, left stamp with slight crease from position on edge of cover, alongside a nicely
centered example of 3c copper red, perf 12 (37b), true rich colours and each stamp cancelled by clear
fancy "9" cancels from Kingston on registered cover addressed to Sandwich, ON, portion of Kingston (AP
29) 1870 CDS dispatch at left, cover lightly reduced, straightline and boxed REGISTERED cancels, with
Grand Trunk Railway East / Night (AP 30 70) and GW.R. / West (AP 30) RPO backstampsL]
TheRY-56.01,d o " kg or ko "t rvKbrpg=C=1 =k f de ql Ftransith&Kdémp T M
isanew early datefor both the hammer and thelisting. The proof date is unknown.
We are grateful to Eastern Auctions for kindly providing the scan of the cover back for this report.

An Early Montreal & Quebec Indicia Variety

Observed in Hugo Deshayels price list, was this second reported exam-
ple of QC-236.01, MONT. & QUE. GRAND TRUNK RIWAY /: No. 1.:,
C, blank, SEP 10, 1857, with blank direction indicium. Peter M cCarthy
reported the first such example on page 2211 of the November-December,
2010 newdletter. It was dated 1858/12/29 and also had a [CLindicator.
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