The Newsletter of the Canadian R.P.O. Study Group (B.N.A.P.S)

Volume 37 - No. 6 Whole No. 203 July - August, 2009

Thisissue has Update #4 information for the Newfoundland and L abrador listings from Brian
Stalker and requests for assistance in his research in specific areas.

We also have many new reports and updates from Ron Barrett, Hugo Deshaye, Joe Fishbein, Ross
Gray, Jim Miller and Sean Weatherup.

New Reports

MT-281.01
Proof - unknown
ERD - 1885/01/20
LRD - 1900/07/24
Indicia - EAST,WEST,

WWE

This post card was mailed at the Sackville station to St. John and then redirected to Ottawa, arriving
there on January 23. It was lightly cancelled with MT-281.01, ST JOHN & AMHERST. RY. ,
WEST, JA 20, 85. Thisisanew early date for the listing and the hammer, which was previously
reported only as early as 1885/04/15.

CANADA.
POST CARD. - CARTE POSTALE

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON ;!'Hls SIDE.
COTE RESERVE A L'ADRESSE.

MINISTERE pDE IJAGRICULTURE

SERVICE pe L’APICULTURE ET DE
L' INDUSTRIE pu SUCRE DERABLE

QUEBEC

There are two hammers for the Levis & Deschaillon listing and they were used consecutively. The
postmark on this card is QC-67.01, LEVIS & DESCHAILLONS - R.P.O. /., 30, 20 JUN, 56 (Thetrain
number and year slugs arein reversed positions.). It isanew early date for this hammer, which was
previously known from 1931/07/11 as well as the first report of train 56 for the hammer. The first ham-
mer used, QC-67.02, is reported as late as 1929/10/18. (See page 2073.)
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New Reports from Joe Fishbein
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On a post card addressed to St. Paul, Minnesota, is this new early date for the scarce WT-555.01,
PEMBINA & W'P'G R.P.O./No. 1, 13, MY 20, 42. The two hammers for the listing were proof struck ,
only 11 days earlier, on May 9, 1942.

This nicely struck example of the sole hammer of WT-791, STETTLER & LACOMBE R.P.O./NOC 1,
W, AP 7, 09 on apost card to Lindstrom, Minnesota is a new early date. Proof date was October 26, 1908.
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Thefirst report of train 124 for this hammer, WT-870.04, WPG. & DEL. R.P.O. /NC 4 ,
124, AU 3, 39 isfound on this 3 cent envelope to Atlanta, Georgia.

Joe aso reports anew late date for QC-255.01, MONT. & SHER. C.P.RY/M.C. , E, JY 23,06 ,0na
post card to Lisbon, New Hampshire with areceiving mark dated the following day.
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Two Clerk Handstamps from Ross Gray

Normally we do not attempt to differentiate different rubber hammers within alisting because of their
variable nature but in the case of this private clerk handstamp we find two obviously different hammers,
the later amost certainly areplacement for the earlier.one.
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It appears that the clerk was sending this card to an acquaintance and used his official steel hammer to
cancel the stamp and his personal handstamp, struck in red, to indicate the sender.

ON-712.01
ERD - 1907/10/03
LRD - 1908/04/14

Indicia - 62,67

ON-712.02
ERD - 1911/02/22
LRD - 1911/03/06

Indicia - 62
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In this example, the clerk noticed that the in transit post card was addressed to an acquaintance and
added his handstamp, struck in green, as a greeting.
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A New Emergency Hammer Use Discovery from Ross Gray

po LOUNRVILLE G T,
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Thisregistered cover originated at Dunnville, Ontario in the afternoon of February 22, 1950. It then
travelled by road and/or rail to Hamilton, arriving there at 21:00 hours. From there, it probably travelled by
rail in a sealed bag to Toronto, where the bag was transferred to the Toronto, Stratford & London R.P.O. on
C.N.Rys. westbound train 29, and received a transit backstamp, E-35.01, LONDON DISTRICT /
EMERGENCY NO 1, 29, FE 22, 50. Itislikely that the date isincorrect because the train |eft Toronto
at 8:05 AM on February 23. The timetable indicates that arrival in Kitchener should have been at 10.01
AM. The timemark on the February 23, Kitchener arrival backstamp is “9”, probably the beginning time of
the shift.

Thisisthe third reported use of this hammer on a R.P.O. and the fourth reported R.P.O. use for the two
hammers of the listing.
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A New Emergency Hammer Use Discovery from Ross Gray
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Canadian National Railways Public Timetable - September 25, 1949

A New Direction Report

Ross Gray found this return envel ope which shows the first report of the “E” direction indicium for
ON-392.02, C.P.RY - OTTAWA-& MONTEBELLO /M.C. , E, JU 1, 95. The . John arrival backstamp is
dated after noon on June 3.
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New Reports from Ron Barrett
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Thisnew late date for ON-635.021, TOR. & LON. R.P.O./No 2.,
632, MR 30, 36, is used on a picture post card addressed to Detroit.

Thisisthefirst reported example of train 3 and a new late date for WT-178,
CAL & VAN / R. H. BUSCH, Tr. 3, JUN 26, 1965 and is on an otherwise blank
facing slip, struck in blue. Also noted is that there is no period after “CAL” or “VAN”

as shown in the current catal

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

A new early date for ON-859,
TORONTO & WASHAGO / R.P.O., 54,V 27, 64 appearson
afacing dlip. The previous ERD was 1964/05/31.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

ogue.

Thiswas the last day of R.P.O. service in western Canada.

wistershop.

Northoranch.

HQNSe.

This example of ON-564,
TOR. & FT. WM., struck in
green on a letter bill from the
Toronto & Fort William
R.PO. to Simpsonsin Toronto,
has alate date, June 6, 1955
and new train number 6. The
hammer number at the base of
the accompanying ON-562 is
illegible.

oooooooo

Previously the LRD for
WT-267.021 was 1947/07/14.
Now we find this later use of
KAM. & SASK.- R.P.O./NO 2,
10, JUL 28, 47 on acover to
Northbranch, Kansas.

This cover has a new
LRD for WT-793.031,

S.R.&P.A-R.PO./NOC3,
16, MR 7, 38. Previously the

|atest date recorded was

Anto Wrecking CO LTD.

262 to 273 Fort ST.

Crs BT N o
1938/01/29. inn ipeg .
Mz o
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A New Western Clerk Discovery from Hugo Deshaye
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Hugo Deshaye reports this new private clerk handstamp, CAL. & CAM. R.P.O. / G. SAMUEL, M.C.,
25, DEC 20, (40), struck in violet on registered money packet tag with a scarce multiple usage of 8 of the
1938 20¢ Pictorial Issue. It isatype DCIR and will be listed as WT-61.55.

The tag originated at Calgary on December 19, 1940 and was transferred the following morning, to the
Calgary & Camrose R.P.O. on C.N.Rys. train 25, where the clerk, G. Samuels, applied his handstamp.
Train #25 was scheduled to leave Calgary at 7:30 AM and arrive in Drumheller at 10:50 AM, where it was
transferred to the post office and postmarked. In the evening, it was put on board the Saskatoon &
Drumheller R.PO. on C.N.Rys. train #10, which was scheduled to leave Drumheller at 11:25 PM. It was
postmarked with WT-691.03, SASK. & DRUM - R.P.O. / No. 3, 10, DE 20, 40 and scheduled to arrive

arrive at Oyen at 3:53 AM the following morning. The Oyen receiving postmark is still dated December 20
in error.
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A Western Hammer Update

LOTNICZA |8
PAR AVION §

In the new catalogue, the latest reported date for WT-885.032 is 1950/02/21. Observed on eBay, this
registered cover originated in Poland on March 29, 1952 and was addressed to Mikado, Saskatchewan. It
arrived at Montreal, Air Mail Facility at 4 AM on April 3 and in Winnipeg the same day.

In Winnipeg it was transferred to the Winnipeg & Kamsack R.P.O. and stamped with WT-885.032,
WPEG. & KAM - R.P.O. /NC 3, 9, AP 3, 52. ( Train 9 was scheduled to leave Winnipeg at 9:00 PM and
arrive at Kamsack at 8:25 AM the following morning. ) Thisisanew late date and thefirst report of
train 9 for the hammer.

At Kamsack, the letter was transferred to the Kamsack & Saskatoon R.P.O. and stamped with
WT-267.022, KAM. & SASK. R.P.O./No. 2, 9, AP 4, 52. ( Train 9 was scheduled to leave Kamsack at
8:40 AM and arrive at Mikado at 9:12 AM. ) The Mikado receiving backstamp is dated in the morning of
that day.

Thisisremarkably fast service by air and rail. | wonder how long a similar trip would take today.
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Travelling Post Office Postmarks of Newfoundland & Labrador : Update #4

By Brian T Stalker

Annual Update #4 was completed in August 2009 and paper copies were handed out to interested
members attending BNAPEX in Kingston; it will aso be available via the bnaps.org web-site, going via
‘The Hobby’ to ‘BNAPS Exhibits, Resources and References’. Members without electronic access and
wishing to receive a paper copy should contact me at 29 The Piazza, Eastbourne, East Sussex, England
BN23 5TG. A donation of £1.50 or $3 Can or US in cash or mint stamps (UK or Canadian) towards the
cost of printing and mailing would be appreciated.

As previoudly, Update #4 provides a cumulative listing, now of about 200 updates (and afew correc-
tions) to data published five years ago. The inclusion of thirty new updates demonstrates a continuing
interest in thistopic. Jack Brandt (a non-member), Albert Govier and Murray Smith continue to supply
regular feedback and have contributed well over half of the data to each of the four updates; John Walsh
has contributed to three, and half a dozen others have sent in datafrom time to time. To all of you, thank
you very much...your continuing support is greatly appreciated.

With two exceptions, Ross Gray’s new catalogue incorporates all data in Update #4, so we have a
common starting point for the future. Unfortunately, when assisting Ross to compile the Newfoundland &
Labrador section of the new catalogue | omitted to provide data for the Mail Assorting Office, North
Sydney...the interchange office between Canada’s Intercolonial Railway (later CNR) and Newfoundland’s
steamer service across the Cabot Strait...an essential RPO / TPO link. That omission has now been rem-
edied and Ross will decide how best to incorporate the additional data. The other exception relates to
‘named steamer’ markings, an area that Bill Topping is currently working on and where something new
should be published later in 2010.

It is my intention, should there be sufficient interest, to compile one more cumulative update for publi-
cation towards the end of 2010. By then, Ross will have his updating procedure and process well-estab-
lished, Bill Topping will have published his ‘steamer’ catalogues, and there will no longer be a need for me
to continue with separate updates. In the meantime, Ross and | will have regular exchanges of datato try
to ensure that nothing falls overboard or between the buffers!

For thiscoming year | would appreciate input and feedback in three particular areas:
1. NL-191 (Ludlow N-116): STRAITS & N.E. COAST / _ NEWF'D. _

| suspect that two hammer s were produced for thislisting but | have only partial strikes which
makes identification difficult. | would appreciate scans/ photocopies of any strikes.

2. | believe that all of Newfoundland & Labrador’s Coastal Steamer TPO services were withdrawn
towards the end of 1968 but | have yet to track down any documentation to confirm that. Relevant infor-
mation may be held in The Library and Archives in Ottawa but the files have not yet been “cleared’ for
public viewing. Does anyone have copies of relevant documents or newspaper reports?

3. | have built up areasonably comprehensive listing of coastal steamer TPO routes, steamer
names and Mail Officer names on a year by year basis for Newfoundland & Labrador, covering the period
1888-1968, but | have only sparse data for Mail Officer names from 1932 onwards. With present sensitivi-
ties about releasing personal information it might not be possible to obtain the data but it would be helpful
to know where (and who) to ask.

Any help with those particul ar areas of research will be much appreciated and acknowledged. Contri-
butions, comments and feedback by regular mail of by e-mail to brianstalker63@sky.com.

Thank you.
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New Reports

& , Jim Miller reports anew late

% AOKNOEVLE_DGMENT. date, April 25, 1895 for straight line
gg wail from_ Pinkerton, e listing RY-216, W. G. & B. Ry,,
;é: Forf. 2 A3 &_ﬂ Ry DI 3 previously only known a.sljdteas
Eg Al Diits. / February 23, 1894. Thelisting was
E*:: | st e gt oo LA : first reported by Brian Stalker, just
% B 1 Rg:‘“i“::’:::ﬁ AR ALY ﬁ““«i’ B;L ot prior to completion of the new

: _ _ catalogue. It has only been found

R | R Gihee g SRS on post office forms to date.

oooooooooooooo

Found on a post card mailed at Perth, Ontario to South Qu’Appelle, Sas-
katchewan, Sean Weatherup reports a new late date for ON-781.02,
TOR. & OTTAWA - C.P.R./NC 2, W, MY 8, 09. The previous LRD was March 27,
1908.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

After Sean reported his late example, Ross Gray found this later
strike of ON-781.02,TOR. & OTTAWA - C.PR./N° 2, W, JU 17, 09, on
apost card addressed to Philadelphia, PA. The very apparent wear on this
hammer explainsits much earlier end of use compared with the companion
hammer ON-781.01, which remained in use for ten more years.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

The first Number 4 hammer of listing WT-886 was known used as | ate as . m‘
January 6, 1949 and its replacement, the second Hammer 4 for the listing is 27 0 ’.’0\
reported as early as October 20, 1949. This transit backstamp of WT-886.041, \ L AF 9 i
WPG. & KAM. R.P.O./ No. 4, 10, AP 9, 49 on aregistered cover from Roblin, \7 L339 -Q,’
Manitobato Buffalo, NY, narrows the gap in the transition period. ‘fz&_‘;{

i
frm. Stn. & Wpg. Ron Barrett sent us this scan of an Armstrong Station &
Tt Winnipeg clerk stamp on afacing slip cut out. It is ON-13,
K_n 31 Arm. Stn. & Wpg. / F. J. MILLER, Tr. 1, XII 31, 1953. We can
1953 now correct the text for this “no report” listing in the catalogue
F. J. MILLER and add the date and train number.

Secretary-Treasurer’s Report from Chris Anstead

This issue of the newsletter is the last of the study group’s fiscal year. Member s should check for an
enclosed dues notice.

Newsletter and Catalogue Editor Ross Gray, 33 George Street East, Lindsay, ON, K9V 1W6
Phone 705 324-6020 e-mail oshrr@sympatico.ca

Secretary-Treasurer, Newsletter Mailer Chris Anstead, R.R. #1, McDonald’s Corners, ON, KOG 1M0
Phone 613 268-2008 e-mail acropolis@superaje.com
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