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Sydenham Station circa 1908

The Napanee, Tamworth & Quebec Railway was incorporated in 1879, to build from Napanee to
Renfrew County and the Ottawa Valley. Twenty eight miles of line between Napanee and Tamworth, via
Yarker, were completed on August 4, 1884. The first railway post office cancellation used (O-175) is
reported as early as February 16, 1886.

In 1889, the line was extended another 20 miles northward, from Tamworth to Tweed, where it
connected with the Montreal-Toronto C.P.Ry. main line. A seven mile branch, eastward from Yarker to
Harrowsmith and a connection there to the Kingston & Pembroke Railway were also completed. Run-
ning rights over the track of the K. & P. Ry, between Harrowsmith and Kingston, were granted to
N.T. & Q. Ry. trains February 9, 1889. In 1890, the Tweed-Kingston R.P.O. (O-423) was established.

On April 24, 1890, the name of the railway was changed to the Kingston, Napanee & Western Rail-
way. A four mile eastward extension, from Harrowsmith to Sydenham, opened November 2, 1893.

On January 1, 1897, the railway amalgamated with the Bay of Quinte Railway and Navigation
Company that ran between Deseronto and Napanee, to form the Bay of Quinte Railway. A 20 mile
extension northward, from Tweed to Bannockburn, where it connected with the Central Ontario Railway,
was compl eted December 21, 1903.

On June 1, 1910, Mackenzie & Mann of the Canadian Northern Railway assumed control. With the
inauguration of through service between Ottawa and Toronto on June 5, 1914, the Bay of Quinte Railway
Deseronto-Sydenham line became a link in the Canadian Northern Railway’s Toronto-Ottawa main line.

On September 6, 1918, the Canadian Northern Railway was nationalized and became part of Cana-
dian National Railways. It islikely at this time that the routing of the Kingston-Tweed R.P.O. changed
from Kingston-Harrowsmith-Tweed to Kingston-Napanee-Tweed.
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Eastern Standard Time.

Bay of Quinte Railway

For the government of employees, the Company reserving the right to alter or annul.

BAY OF QUINTE RAILWAY COMPANY.

TIME TABLE No. 25.

Taking Effect June 13, 1904.

DOWN TRAINS GOING SOUTH ﬂ '5.“
No.40| No. 6 | No. 4| No. 2 [No. 12| 7|  STATIONS. 3
P.M. | P.M. | P.M. | A. M. | A. M. o
14 30 0}.....Bannockburn .....| BN 412 40
4 45 5|... Allans............ N 12 30
5 00 Bl Queensboro........ Qo 12 10
5 20 14{........Bridgewater....... WA 11 50
AD 45 L1l 30
s 6 40| 20 }.........Tweedw { MA| o 35 .
3 33 6 50; 23i.............. Stoco..cooee | 8Y| T 25 11 00
3 45 7 05| 27].ccvenun. Larkins .......... Al T15 10 45
4 05 T 25 33|....c... Marlbank........|mB| 6 55 10 25
4 20 T 40| 370 Erinsville ........ rN| 6 45 10 10
AT 50
4 35 [L2 20 18 00| 49 }-‘--Tamw"”“w--"{ Y| 635 al 53 10 00
453|240 8 15| 46........ Enterprise ........ PE| 612 135 9 35
508|252 8 30| 51.......... Moscow .......... os| 600 120 9 20
a5 23 (a3 05 A8 45 L5 50 11 05 19 00
18 55 55| & ...... Yarker ...... XY| 5 90
9 10{ 62|.....Harrowsmith ___|sp| 15 00|
9 22| 671......... Murvalef ........ 4 45
9 32| 71........ Glenvalef ........ 4 33
9 50| 79| Kingston Junction 4 10
410 00| 81)......... Kingston...... w| ks| 14 00
L8 00 1, SRR Sydenham ....2| DE A6 40
L8 10 4f..... Harrowsmith...... L6 15
A8 35 L 4b
15 35 [L3 05 | L9 05 TY proeess Yarker...... A1 05| 45 25| 48 45
548 |3 18| 9 15 16}...... Camden East.....{ca 12 50{ 5 10| 8 30
5581325 930 117|.......Newburgh.....! B 12 40| 4 50] 8 15
6 08|335| 9 45 19|........ Strathcona......|Na 12 30| 4 40| 8 05
46 30 |43 50 {410 00 12 15| 14 25| L7 50
L6 40 25 } Napaneew ..... { HB A7 90
7 00 32|...... Deseronto w...... GF L7 00
P. M. P. M. P. M. A. M. A. M,
No. 11| No. 3 | No. § | No. 1|No. 41
UP TRAINS GOING NORTH
Local Time Table. DESERONTO TO NAPANEE. For Employees.
Local Local Local Through | Local Local Local Through | Local Local
Train Train Train Train Train Train Train Train Train Train
A, M., A. M. A. M. AL M. A, M. AL M. A, M. P. M. P. M. P. M.
No. 9 No. 13 HNo. 15 No. 1 No. 17 No. 19 No. 21 No. 25 No. 27 No. 2%
Deseronto, [|*¥12 50/*2 50 | 6 00 | 700 | 7 20| 9 55[*11 45/ 3 50 | 6 10| 7 40
Napanee, 1100310(620|720|740| 10 15/ 12054 106 30| 8 00
With G&;I‘i}l{‘tallwaly E%T'e:t"d West Local kama;‘f East West Ea&lﬁg?d Tw‘fefls;nd East West
QSydenham
NAPANEE TO DESERONTO.
Local Local Local Through | Local Through | Local Through | Local Local
Train Train Train Train Train Train Train Train Train Train
A, M. A. M. A, M. P. M. A. M. A M, P. M. P. M. P. M. P. M.
No. 10 No. 14 Neo. 16 No. & No. 18 No. 20 No. 22 Ho. 26 No. 28 No. 30
Napanee, *2 15 (*3 35 | 6 35| 6 40 | 8 00 | 10 35 1 10] 4 30 {6 55 |8 15
Deseronto, 2335651655 700|820) 1055 130/4560|715(8 35
Tweed,
wioh . R\ Vegtand | pan | noca [Qtandd wese (SRR Wline B v | men
#*Daily. All other trains run daily (Sundays excepted). 7 Trains stop on signal.

R. C. CARTER, General Manager.
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H. B. SHERWOOD, Superintendent.
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Bay of Quinte Railway
e L—J g Qan\ri[[.?,t LY

itney - ;

. o e -
’ k i Mada\l\lﬂ’“s

Wallace -
4?‘9%
Q’G
6‘4.‘?
Maynooth
River, 3
}4 ~
Baptiste York River _CRiTds Mine Carleton Place
Bancroft
Wilberforce Bessemer Jof
Mississippi
Coe Hill Ormsby Jct
I
ONTARIO } Sharbot Lake
‘H—ﬂ-\L)/

Tichborne

Brockville
Cordova

iy

%
DN———— Picton 577

——

~—Port Hope 7

Watertown

LAKE ONTARIO

Railways circa 1920

BANNOCKBURN, TWEED, YARKER, NAPANEE

CANADIAN NORTHERN RAILWAY AN AND KINGSTON Read Up
. 6-74 | 272 | 70- TaBLe No. 107 |70 | 271 | 735
Kingston, Yarker, Tweed and Bannockburn 171 iwia] (Eeson Thig) i
o P | A | Am, P.M. | BM, | BM.
— ceeeel|@T5[L0 -++5:6|LY Goe Hill, Ont. 11%%"'“""” @ -ﬁ-
71|75 |ms| Tame 58 |76 |72 i B el e e
9.45 8.5 .10,
AM. | P.M A P.M % 7.00 {33 i
...... +2.45 0.0 [Lv....Kingston ....Art10.10(...... 7.07| 225
...... J1310.2 |........Glenvale........| 9.42. .. .. 7.18] 26.7
...... .25(14.1 |......, . Murvale... .....| 9.32...... 7.37| 33.3
...... .40 18.6 |.. . ..Harrowsmith.....| 9.20{...... 7.48| 37.3 .
+ 7.15| 2.35/ 0.0 |Lv.... Deseronto ; E§ ;?2 323 ]
gl‘%ﬂ‘?f"ﬂ?l?% <wi. 1. Napapee .. 3 Sl eg8lrsiar 501 Moescow.. IIIIIIIIN S § L et
o . . . ra cona, . -
810(f 3131209 | Newburgh. o | Egs t 8.40 54.5/Ar Yarker, 93..........Lv § %
8.157 3.2014.5 Camden East. : e2l......] 54.5/Lv Yarker®3........ ... Arl] G028 431
825 7 T .g IR 60.8|Lv Harrowsmith, 93... Ar|...... E’Ew t gm
o 249 Lv}ﬂ_y,..ﬁ" 55.... - Shal. 653  Murvale................ eeeee|TmElS3.50
& 2 o 5. ixa 69.2] Glenvale .. 6= |f3.40
. D foveess o Moscow . : oo 79.4|Ar Kingston.. wZ Lt 3.15
;,10 32.6{.......Enterprise. . .00 »EE w® 3
.25 384 1.... .. Tamworth . -3 SEX|t 845 54.5/Lv Yarker, 83..........Acrlt 7.05| 2 2| p.m.
.35 41.4|...... Erinsville,. 4.1 wa 8. 54| 58.4| cCamden East ..........| 7.00, © |......
o $d L. Maribank . 9.00( 60.9| Newburzh.... .1| ei55
10°10 el DRI 2 3 9.05| 62.9| Stratheona. ... verernensl 680 iiifoenen
10°20l¢ Bl 1Fio00 i + 9.15| 68.2|Ar Napanee, 86..........Lv[t 6.40......[......
10. 40| ] * t 9.30/t 68.2|Lv Napanee.......... AT 6.30)... ... P
40| .M. | 63.7 | Actinolite .20 £9.40] 73.3| Fredericksb 76
o L lieenatidro - 949 790 Ermestown...o...oniiil 6.
25 ..... d 0. . ans i ' 4 '8 Bay. .. :
+11.45.. 77.6 |Ar. .Bannockburn. Lv|...... .0 18?% &g g?:fé';&,?}g’t““'_j“' A g
—L M i -1410:30) 96.2|Ar Kingston, Ont. 86.. . Art 5.
i AM. F.M

Canadian Northern Railway Public Timetable - 1917
Canadian National Railways Public Timetable - 1924
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Postmark Summary

It may have been that O-175 was used on a Napanee-Yarker-Tamworth routing until about 1889 and
then a Napanee-Yarker-Harrowsmith routing until 1893 and a Napanee-Yarker-Harrowsmith-Sydenham routing
until 1907. It was replaced by O-176 for the Napanee-Yarker-Sydenham route, which ended in 1915.

0O-175
Proof Date - unknown
ERD - 1886/02/16
LRD - 1907/06/28
Indicia - NORTH, SOUTH, S?
1,234
(Reports of ““S™ are requested)

0-176
Proof Date - unknown
ERD - 1907/04/01
LRD - 1915/01/15
Indicia- 1, 2, 3,4, 11, 12

The Tweed-Kingston route used a single hammer between 1890 and 1902. In 1903, a new hammer with
the terminal s reversed was placed in use, followed by two replacement hammers which were proof struck
in 1912.

0-423
Proof Date - 1889/12/09
ERD - 1890/12/09
LRD - 1902/06/30
Indicia- 1, 2

0O-135 Hammer Study

ko

KINGSTON & TWEED

Hammer a b c d e f

I 6 - 12 1/4 11 3/4 13 - 4 1/4 4 1/2

I 512+ 12 1/2 10 3/4 11 3/4 3 3/4 4 3/4

Il 5 - 11 + 10 11 1/2-| 3 3/4 6 1/2+

Hammer | Proof Date | ERD LRD Indicia

I unknown 1903/06/30 | 1911/04/03 | N,S
I 1912/10/21 | 1913/05/03 | 1941/04/22 | 11,12,68,69,73,75,81,82,329,690,697,699
Il 1912/12/16 | 1917/12/24 | 1923/03/26 | 14,19,69,70,73

Listing 1903/06/30 | 1941/04/22 | N,S,11,12,14,18,19,68,69,70,71,73,75,76

81,82,88,325,329,330,604,690,697,699
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Kingston Napanee & Western Railway

ChrisAnstead has submitted the following four registered covers from his collection which provide an
interesting view of the routings of the postmarks used on this railway system.

Chris Anstead Collection

This registered cover originated at ARDEN / ONT., NO 17, 91 and travelled by road or by east-
bound C.P.Ry. train in closed bag, to Sharbot Lake, where it was transferred aboard the southbound
KING & SH-LAKE / M.C. S, NO 17, 91 and arrived in KINGSTON / ONT. NO 17, 91. The
following day, it travelled westbound, in closed bag, on the next Grand Trunk Ry, Montreal to Toronto
train, arriving at NAPANEE / ONT. NO 18, 91. There, it was transferred to the northbound train to
Sydenham and postmarked NAPANEE & TAMWORTH Ry. / M.C. NORTH, NO 18, 91. At Yarker,
it was put on the northbound TWEED & KINGSTON / M.C. 2, NO 18, 91 and arrived at
TAMWORTH / ONT. NO 18, 91.

(Note that the 20th Century convention of Canadian railways to use even numbers for southbound and east-

bound trains and odd numbers for northbound and westbound trains was not yet in effect during this period.)
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Bay of Quinte Railway

Chris Anstead Collection

This registered cover originated at MABERLY / ONT. AU 22, 99 and travelled by road or in closed
bag on an eastbound C.P.Ry trainto PERTH / ONT. AU 22, 99, where it was put on board the westbound
Ottawato Toronto train and postmarked, TOR. & OTTAWA C.P.R. /No. 2 W, AU 22, 99. At Tweed,
the letter was transferred to the southbound TWEED & KINGSTON /M. C. 1, AU 23, 99. Arrival was

in KINGSTON / ONT. AU 23, 99.
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Chris Anstead Collection
This battered and torn registered cover, addressed to Carthage, N.Y., originated at TAMWORTH / ONT.
0, DE 22, 04. It was transferred aboard the southbound KINGSTON & TWEED R.P.O. /. S, DE 23, 04 and
arrived in KINGSTON / ONT. DE 23, 04. The next marking isthe arrival backstamp, CARTHAGE, N.Y. /
REC’'D DEC 26, 10 AM, 1904.

Remarkably, there is a written notation on the front, “Opened by...(piece missing).... through mistake.
John Couglin”. There is a straight line, UNCLAIMED and aRETURNED TO SENDER marking, as well
as a Carthage, N.Y. registration marking, dated FEB 11, 1905. (Did the addressee not like the contents and
refused the |etter after accepting and opening it? Why would the postmaster allow this to happen?)

The returning letter arrived at Ogdensburg, N.Y. FEB 11, 1905 and crossed into Canada at
PRESCOTT / ONT. FE 13, 05 and was put on board the night, westbound MONT. & TOR. G.T.Ry. / 1
N.W., FE 13, 05. It arrived at NAPANEE / ONT. FE 14, 05. The next day it travelled north on the
NAPANEE & TAMWORTH - RY. / M.C. 1, FE 15, 05 to Yarker, where it was transferred to the KING-
STON & TWEED R.P.O./. N, FE 15, 05. It arrived back in TAMWORTH / ONT. 1, FE 15, 05.
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Canadian National Railways

R ORIGIAL No.
S / ;

SUN LIFE ASSURANCE \___COMPANY OF CANADA,

s A L -

’,--"“"“-\\ PETERBOROUGH,

ONT.

Chris Anstead Collection

This registered cover originated at NAPANEE / ONT. AP 23, 27. It travelled north on the KING-
STON & TWEED R.P.O./. 69, AP 23, 27, which had come from Kingston on the Montreal-Toronto

C.N.Rys. main line and proceeded north to Tweed, where it was transferred to the OTT. & TORONTO

M.C./No. 1 33, AP 283, 27 running westbound on the C.P.Ry. line. Arrival was PETERBORO / ONT.
AP 24, 27.

RAILWAY STATION, YARKER, ONT,
Page 2115 The Newsletter of the Canadian R.P.O. Study Group (B.N.A.P.S.)



A New Western Discovery

After 5 days, return to

ORDER OF RAILWAY CONDUCTORS.
Cor. First Ave. & First Street,
CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA.

REGISTERED

No. 43382

Retur ;eceipt demanded

CEDAR RAPIDS / IOWA, FEB 10, 5 PM, 1920, receiving a machine cancellation on the front and two
more on the back plus a purple boxed REGISTERED / Return receipt demanded postmark and a
purple straight line REGISTERED postmark.

The letter arrived in Canada and was transferred to the eastbound W-77 MED. HAT. & NEL. R.P.O./
NC 9, 68, FE ??, 20 and was probably sorted into a closed bag for Calgary. At Calgary it was transferred
on to the westbound W-30c (Ornament #120) C. & V. R.P.O. /B.C., 3, FE 15, 20 and arrived in
REVELSTOKE, B.C., FE 16, 20, where it was re-addressed to Okanagan Landing.

It then travelled westward on W-25A (Ornament #104) CAL. & VAN. R.P.O. /., 1, FE 16, 20, to
Sicamous where it was transferred to the southbound W-102X (Ornament #172) O. L. & S-R.P.O. /.,
S, FE 17, 20 and arrived in OKANAGAN LANDING /B.C., FE 17,20.

At OKANAGAN LANDING /B.C. , MR 1, 20, it was marked NOT-CALLED FOR and transferred to
the northbound W-102X (Ornament #172) O.L. & S-R.P.O./., N, MR 1, 20.

It then travelled to Calgary in closed bag mail, where it was transferred to the eastbound,
TRAIN No. / M. Jaw & Cal. R.P.O. No. 10, 4, MAR 2, 1920 for fowarding back to lowa.

A similar cancellation, except No.12 instead of N0.10, is dated June 3, 1919 in the proof records. There

IS no reported use.
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A New Emergency Hammer Use

Thisregistered cover originated at Parksville, BC on June 23, 1959, in the afternoon, and arrived in
Vancouver the next day, where it was transferred to a Toronto bound flight. It arrived at the Toronto AMF
at 8 PM the same day. From there it was transferred to the Toronto, London & Windsor R.PO. on C.N.R.
train 9 which departed Toronto at 11:55 PM and arrived in London at 3:40 AM. For some unknown
reason, the R.P.O. clerk used an emergency hammer, E-35, LONDON DISTRICT / EMERGENCY No 2,
9 JUN 24, - .

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

“We regret to inform that one of the few surviving Canadian RPO clerks, Clarence Hopkin, has passed
away in Brandon, MB, in his 90s. Clarence and | met afew years ago when | was visiting Brandon. He knew
my father asarailway man but Clarence never collected stamps or postal history. Nevertheless, his recollections
of RPO car procedures were very educational to me and | will miss our chats. The runs he worked included:
Brandon & Estevan, Brandon & Regina, and Brandon, Bulyea and Regina.(See page 1816)

Until his passing, Clarence received issues of the RPO Study Group Newsletter, which a staff member
at his residence would read to him. They were always kept in a binder beside his bed.” - Bob Lane

Secretary’s Report from Chris Anstead

Joining the group are Jim Car de of Brantford, Michael Barber of Toronto, Ron Barrett of Kingston
and Raymond Villneuve of Ottawa. Welcome aboard!

Newsletter Editor, Ross Gray, 33 George Street East, Lindsay, ON, K9V 1W6
Catalogue Committee Chairman Phone 705 324-6020 e-mail oshrr@sympatico.ca
Secretary-Treasurer, Chris Anstead, R.R. #1, McDonald’s Corners, ON, KOG 1M0
Newsletter Mailer, Catalogue Committee Phone 613 278-1428 e-mail acropolis@superaje.com
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