The Newsletter of the Canadian R.P.O. Study Group (B.N.A.P.S)

Volume 35 - No. 3 Whole No. 188 January - February, 2007

In thisissue, we first look at the postmarks of the M ontreal-North Bay run, via Ottawa, over the
Canadian Pacific Railway between 1926 and 1955 and the parallel run over Canadian National
Railways from 1965 until 1971. Then, we examine the cancellations of the Brockville & Ottawa

Railway and the Canada Central Railway and their successor, the Canadian Pacific Railway.
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Canadian Pacific Railway - Montreal & North Bay

Two hammers of this unlisted large rubber handstamp for the Montreal &
North Bay R.P.O. were proof struck on January 13 and January 21, 1919 but
have not been reported used. Thefirst steel hammers were not prepared until
July 16, 1926.

The run operated from 1927 until 1956, between Montreal and North
Bay, via Rigaud, Ottawa, Carleton Place and Chak River.
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Canadian Pacific Railway - Montreal & North Bay

Q-120 Hammer Study
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I 7 11 1/2 | 9 1/2- | 10 3/4 | 16 L2+ | 7+ 7+ 14 4 3/4
I 6 3/4 1112 1012 | 11 16 12 | 7+ 7 14+ 5
" 7 U2- | 12 9 14 10 3/4 | 16 1/4 | 7- 7 14 1/2 5 3/4
v 7 U2+ | 12- 9 3/4 11 1/4 | 15 3/4 |6 1/4 7- 14 1/2 5 3/4
\Y 6 3/4 11 1/2 | 10- 11 /4 | 16 /4 |6 12- | 7- 14 5 1/4
\ 7 3/4 12 1/4 | 9 10 17 1U2+| 6 1/2- | 7- 14 12+ 6 1/4
VIl 8+ 12 9 1/2 10 /2 | 16 1/4 | 7- 7- 14 3/4 6
VIII | 6 3/4 11 1/2 | 9 1/2+ | 10 3/4 | 16 3/4 | 63/4 7- 14 5 3/4
IX 6 3/4 11 1/2 | 10+ 10 3/4 | 16 3/4 |7 1/4 7 U2- | 14 1/2- 5 1/4
X 5 103/4 | 103/4 | 11 1/2 | 16 V4 |6 3/4 6 3/4 13 1/2 4 14
XI 712 11 1/2 | 9 1/4 10 1/2 | 16- 6 3/4 6 1/2 14- 5
Xl 7 12 9 10 16 14 | 7+ 6 1/2+ | 15 5 12+

/QRTH

.fq? 10 632'4

(= w21 5

', 55 .8

B
Hmr VI Hmr VI Hmr Xl
Hammer Proof Date ERD LRD Indicia
I 1926//07/16 1930/10/29 1955/04/08 1,29
I unknown 1927/06/24 1955/01/20 1,2,10
"l unknown 1932/04/03 1955/06/28 1,2,18
% unknown 1933/03/01 1943/10/13 1,2
\Y 1931/11/24 1941/11/15 1955/06/28 8,10
Vi 1931/11/24 unreported unreported
VIl 1931/11/24 1933/10/13 1938/03/25 7,502
VIlI 1931/11/24 1932/11/05 1955/01/21 6,10
IX unknown 1931/12/14 1956/04/03 1,2,17,18
X 1937/02/12 1943/07/10 1952/06/22 2,8
XI 1938/05/27 1940/06/03 1956/02/19 9,10,502
Xl 1942/12/17 unreported unreported
Listing 1927/06/04 1956/04/20 N?,1,2,5,6,7,8,9,10,17,18,502
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Canadian National Railways - Montreal & North Bay
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Q-120A Hammer Sudy

"MONTREAL & NORTH 'BAY / -R.P

Hmr | Proof ERD LRD Indicia a b c d
I 1965/06/27 | 1965/07/29 | 1969/11/01 |7, 9, 10, 106 3- 8 1/2 11 3/4 | 3 1/4
1| unknown | 1965/09/25 | 1971/01/31 |7, 8, 10 4 3/4 7 12 11 3+
Il | 1965/05/15 | 1969/09/18 | 1969/10/30 |7, 105 4 1/4 7 14 11 1/2 | 3+
IV | 1965/05/15 | 1965/09/07 | 1971/02/02 |7, 8,9, 10 3 3/4 712 11 3/4 | 4
1965/07/29 | 1971/02/02 |5?, 7, 8, 9, 10, 487, 497, 105, 106

Hammer |
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Hammer 11

Hammer 111
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Brockville & Ottawa Railway

The Brockville & Ottawa Railway was
incorporated in 1853, to provide arail connec-
tion between the S. Lawrence and Ottawa RenfrSy Sand
Rivers. In February, 1859, 28 miles of line were Point
opened between Brockville and Smiths Falls, as
well as a 12 mile branch from Smith’s Falls to
Perth. An additional 24 miles, from Smith’s
Falls to Almonte was completed | ater the same
year. In 1865, 21 more miles of rail were opened
between Almonte and Sand Point. In 1869, a 13
mile extension was completed from Sand Point
to Renfrew.

The Canada Central Railway, incorporated
in 1861, was completed between Ottawa and
Carleton Place in 1870, thus providing arail
connection to Ottawa for the Brockville &
Ottawa Railway. In 1878, the Brockville & Ottawa Railway was amalgamated into the Canada Central
Railway, which in turn was merged with the Canadian Pacific Railway in 1881.

Thefirst postmark used on this run is known as early as October 27, 1859 and as |ate as November 17,
1863. The only time or train indication recorded is “A” accompanied by either “UP” or “DOWN?” direction
indicators. Depending on the inking and quality of strike, the inner concentric circle may or may not be
visible, as shown in the two following examples. It was because of this variation that two listings appeared
in the catalogue, O-42 (no inner ring visible) and O-44 (with inner ring visible)

0-44
Proof - Unknown
ERD - 1859/10/27
LRD - 1863/11/17
Indicia - AADOVWN, A/UP

ThereisaBROCKVILLE, U.C., NO 8, 61 transit backstamp and a KINGSTON, C.W., NO 9, 61
arrival backstamp. The circular barred obliterator cancelling the stamp was probably aso applied by the
railway post office clerk.

This late dated example of the postmark iswell inked and struck; it clearly shows the inner ring. The
hammer had been damaged by thistime, asis evident by alarge dent in the outer ring at the base, just to
the left of “No.1.”

3’—:53“@5
0-44 & A NE\
Proof - Unknown g DOWN ‘@‘\! // /._/, /%M’é/’i;ﬁ Fip i
ERD - 1859/10/27 = NOV il |z g /
LRD - 1863/11/17 S\ 1863 /o | & Lin 7 & Zopc
Indicia - AADOWN, A/UP %& ) /é‘;’ WE GA 743 [L/ /
— AN P — T

The TORONTO, C.W. arrival backstamp is dated the following day, NO 12, 63
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Brockville & Ottawa Railway

The second postmark appearing in use is known from February 13, 1867 until August 14, 1872, with
either aNORTH or SOUTH direction indicium.

0-43
Proof - unknown
ERD - 1867/02/13
LRD - 1872/08/14
Indicia - NORTH, SOUTH

Zew f, /'.;/.//;./

#ﬁ#&l é{éx},«

At d, _,_

; _((éé'r’” f;nf—' S A
The CLINTON, U.C. arrival backstamp is dated two days | ater.

Sy 2
cadird /A(/ ; /r.rr.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Canada Central Railway

The earliest known date of the first postmark used on the line, is shown on this cover, which arrived at

PERTH, ONT., the same day. The | atest reported date is November 15, 1876. Both EAST and WEST
direction indicia were used.

RR-18A P
Proof - Unknown vl
ERD - 1872/05/13 o

LRD - 1876/11/15
Indicia - EAST, WEST

The circular, segmented “cork™ obliterator was probably also applied by the railway post office clerk.

The second postmark used was proofed November 14, 1876 and is known between 1877 and 1881, with
either aNORTH or SOUTH direction indicium.

8 gk eNTe RR-18

S ; Vs 7 SQUTH Proof - 1876/11/14

See 9 A a h  fbece b <FE 262 ERD - 1877/11/09

\ “e p i : '_ © g ¥ LRD - 1881/01/03
A N g P S K ee A N~/ Indicia- NORTH, SOUTH

RR.22 A third hammer for the Canada Central
Proof - 1880/11/23 Railway was proof struck on November 23,

1880, just before being merged into the Canadian
Noreported use Pacific Railway.
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Brockville & Ottawa Railway

It was only in 1878, after the Brockville & Ottawa Railway merged with the Canada Central Railway,
that this railway actually ran to Ottawa.

Two hammers of a new postmark, with “R.R.” for rail road, instead of rallway, appeared as early as
1874 and | asted as |ate as 1884. Reported : ; s
direction indicia are, “N”, “NORTH” and
“SOUTH?”

RR-9 Hammer 1 ch 0.
Proof - unknown NORTH -y

ERD - 1877/07/21 ond. (8. / vloccs

LRD - 1884/09/26 \\8%j L e
Indicia - NORTH f M/«J iy = Y/
/;.l 14 ..(/'./:.I fo— I

Transit backstamp, PEMBROKE, ONT. AU 1, 82
Arrival backstamp, FORESTER'S FALLS, C.W. AU 2, 82

O N RR-9 Hammer 2
Q SOUTH rg Proof - unknown

MYy 20 ERD - 1874/02/14
\8 = / LRD - 1882/05/20
Indicia - SOUTH

Transit backstamp, SAULT STE MARIE, ONT MY 20, 82
Arrival backstamp, MICHIPICOTEN RIVER, ONT JU 3, 82

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Canadian Pacific Railway Brockville & Ottawa

In 1881, the Canadian Pacific Railway assumed operation of the Brockville & Ottawa Railway and the
Canada Central Railway.

CANADA POST CARD

i 4
§f THEADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE. S

// 94 S
e/ e 2,

0-212
Proof - 1882/01/20
1st Period ERD - 1882/01/31
1st Period LRD - 1882/12/12
2nd Period ERD - 1896/01/15
2nd Period LRD - 1896/05/31
Indicia - NORTH, SOUTH
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Canadian Pacific Railway Brockville & Ottawa

Two hammers of this cancellation were proof struck June 6, 1890. The earliest known use is on Septem-
ber 30 of that year. The latest date of useis December 12, 1904. Direction indiciareported used are E, W

or DE. Your editor requests other reports of DE (The December month slug.) which isillustrated courtesy
of Chris Anstead.

¢ TEN DAYE RETURN T

e i il
WM. CORBETT, _ .
Smith's Falls Marble Worhs,

BMITH'S FALLS, ONT,

.
0213 Harmer LR g Tl Vs pstin,.

Proof - 1890/06/06 ?5
ERD - 1891/06/20 TR y

LRD - 1895/02/09 JZ)/ G AP
Indicia- N, S, DE M

This cover was mistakenly posted aboard the northbound train. There is an Ottawa transit stamp on the
back, which is dated the same day. The Toronto receiving postmark is dated at night, on June 20.

0O-213, Hammer |, with s A 0-213 Hammer 11
inverted indicia set I Proof - 1890/06/06
and “DE” instead of 2 BEY o« ; ERD - 1894/12/29
year slug on a 3 cent Vo hy Y LRD - 1904/05/16
Small Queen. e s

Indicia- N, S

—
——==""" Chris Anstead

a——— Db —Cc
"C.P.RY OTT. & BROCK / M. C.

Hammer a b c M.C
I 10+ 5 7- No period after the C
I 10 1/2 4 3/4 7 1/2- Period after the C

No proof strike is recorded for this cancellation. The earliest known use is on December 17, 1895. The

latest date of useisMay 23, 1906. Direction indicia reported used are N, Sor W. Your editor requests
confirmation of “W”.

/ o
v 'T/ Fip 7.

o-211

Proof - unknown
7 ERD - 1895/12/17
2ty B LRD - 1906/05/23
s e Indicia- N, S W

The Walkerville receiving backstamp is dated the following day.
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Canadian Pacific Railway Brockville & Ottawa

0-210
Proof - unknown
ERD - 1895/04/15
LRD - 1903/02/09
Indicia- N, S

© © 0 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 00 0000 0000000000000 000 00000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 OCOCELIOLOOCOE

0-48 Hammer 11

Proof - 1910/07/29
ERD - 1910/08/13
LRD - 1920/08/28

0-48 Hammer |
Proof - unknown
ERD - 1905/03/01
LRD - 1909/07/02

o Indicia - 76,77,
Indicia - 7,76,77,80,81 55672,560,562,563,5647,565
0-46 0-47

Proof - 1915/03/06

ERD - 1915/03/29

LRD - 1918/10/02
Indicia - 37,48,57,61,562,563

Proof - 1914/03/12

ERD - 1914/03/31

LRD - 1919/07/24
Indicia - 37,560,562,563,565

unlisted (3 hammers)
Proof - 1919/01/21
No reported use

O-47A (2 hammers)
Proof - 1919/01/21
Only date - 1919/07/08
Indicia - unknown

0O-45 Hammer | O-45 Hammer 11
Proof - 1919/05/29 Proof - 1921/02/05
ERD - 1919/08/30 ERD - 1927/04/16
LRD - 1932/02/05 LRD - 1955/12/07
Indicia - 1?,552?,553?,5557,562,563,5657,566? Indicia - 1?,552,553,555,562,563,565,566
O-45A

Proof - 1955/11/22

ERD - 1955/12/04

LRD - 1958/10/09
Indicia - 261,262,562,563
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Canadian Pacific Railway Brockville & Carleton Place

Thefirst hammer for this run was proof struck on November 3, 1886. It had a spelling error, which read
BROOKVILLE instead of BROCKVILLE. A second hammer, which was proof struck two days later, was
correct.

0-40, Hammer |
Proof - 1886/11/03
ERD - 1886/12/02
LRD - 1889/05/06

Indicia- N, S?

0-40, Hammer 11
Proof - 1886/11/05
ERD - 1887/06/27
LRD - 1890/04/11
Indicia- N?, S

0-40, Hammer |

The Ottawa receiving backstamp is dated
the same day.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Another postmark, catalogued as O-41 and
reading BROCK. & CARLETON PLACE / M.C.,
is reported used from January 4, 1886 until Septem-
ber 4, 1886, with NORTH or SOUTH direction
indicia. The proof strike is unknown and weareonly
abletoillustrate it with three examples on stamp e
from Chris Anstead’s collection.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

O-41A
Proof - 1936/11/06
ERD - 1937/02/01
LRD - 1941/11/03
Indicia - 562, 563, 565

Newsletter Editor - Ross Gray, 33 George Street East, Lindsay, ON, K9V 1W6
Phone 705 324-6020 e-mail oshrr@sympatico.ca

Secretary-Treasurer, Chris Anstead, R.R. #1, McDonald’s Corners, ON, KOG 1M0

Newsletter Mailer, Catalogue Editor - e-mail acropolis@superaje.com
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