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When the Grand Trunk Railway absorbed the Great Western Railway in 1882, the town of Guelph,
Ontario was left with only one railway company serving it. In order to break the monopoly, the town’s
citizensincorporated the Guelph Junction Railway in 1884, to provide a connection south from Guelph
to the Credit Valley Railway. The line opened for traffic in September, 1888, under Canadian Pacific
Railway management and was leased by the C.P.R. for 99 yearsin 1891.

In 1904, the Guel ph Junction Railway chartered the Guelph & Goderich Railway Company to be
built from Guelph to Goderich, on Lake Huron. An agreement was made with the C.PR. to construct and
operate the line, which was completed in August, 1907. A branch from Linwood to Listowel was opened in
July, 1908.

The catalogue states that the earliest year of use of the first cancellation used on the line, O-91, is 1903.
Such an early date is highly improbable and may have been a misreading of a 1908 date or a clerk’s error.

Itislikely that the Guelph & Goderich R.P.O.s actually operated between Goderich and Guelph Junc-
tion, 15 miles south of Guel ph, where connections with main line C.PR. trains were made and facilities to
store equipment and accomodate crews were |ocated.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

For those with a special interest in western Canada, we present a hammer study of the many Calgary
& Edmonton steel hammer s, which was previously only circulated on alimited basis. We recently
became aware of an additional hammer, missed in the original study and also have arecent report from
Rick Parama, of the use of one of the hammers, which was previously known only from its proof strike.

For those interested in the Maritime runs, we look at the R.P.O.s used on the Temiscouata Railway and
its successor, Canadian National Railways. While little new information has arisen since most of the
hammer analyses were published in my book, “Railway Postmarks of the Maritimes”, | have added an
additional hammer for MA-57 and a new early date for hammer |1 of RR-152.
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Canadian Pacific Railway - Guelph & Goderich
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Canadian Pacific Railway Lines - 1926
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C. P. Ry. Public Timetable - 1926
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Canadian Pacific Railway - Guelph & Goderich

0-91 Hammer la

Proof - unknown

ERD - 1908/11/26

LRD - 1921/02/15
Indicia - 92,635,638,640,641

0-91 Hammer 1b
Proof - 1922/01/20
ERD - 1922/04/23
LRD - 1927/07/03
Indicia - 640

0-91 Hammer 2
Proof - unknown
ERD - 1909/04/19
LRD - 1953/05/05
Indicia - 92,637,638,640

As stated earlier, the catal ogue shows an early date of 1903 for O-91. Since the line was not opened

until August, 1907, the earliest use was probably in 1908.

0-89
Proof - 1927/11/19
ERD - 1927/12/15
LRD - 1955/04/06
Indicia - 2?,6007?,637,640

0-91A
Proof - 1953/10/06
ERD - 1953/11/25
LRD - 1955/04/23
Indicia - 637,640

The clerk private handstamp, O-91B, is found on this philatelic “Last Trip” cover addressed to Niagara
Falls.
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New Reports

Thisregistered cover, addressed to Clinton, originated at Elmira, Ontario on February 1, 1894 and was
put on board the southbound Galt & Elmiramail car, where it was cancelled with atransit backstamp. The
cancellation is an early example of O-77 (Period from 1893/12/11 to 1913/01/20) with a previously unre-
ported train number 2.

On arrival at Berlin, the letter was taken to the post office, postmarked and then returned to the station,
where it was transferred to the westbound London, St. Mary’s & Toronto mail car (O-159). When it ar-
rived in London it was taken to the post office, cancelled the next morning and then returned to the station
for transfer to the northbound London & Kincardine RY.P.O.. The cancellation is alate date for hammer |
of 0O-148, which has only been reported used until June 25, 1894.

The cover arrived in Clinton on February 2, 1894.

/ A (A‘.— = %2 %

Blnodeg On acover addressed to Toronto, we find this example of W-60B,
"'A;_J R JASPER & PRINCE GEORGE R.P.O. /., 195, 131X, 62. Thisisthe
o S r/ first report for train number 195. Trains 5, 6 and 196 were previously

o R known

Found on a picture post card addressed to Lansing,
Michigan, isthefirst report of train number 14 for
W-25A (ornament # 104), dated July 19, 1919.

On another picture post card from Glacier, B.C. to
New Hampshire, is the first report of train number 6
for W-26Ba (or nament # 108), dated August 30, 1910.
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Calgary & Edmonton Railway
The Calgary & Edmonton Railway opened for traffic between Edmonton and Calgary in 1891. In 1904,
the line was | eased to the Canadian Pacific Railway.
Thefirst cancellation for the railway, W-19, was proof struck on April 9, 1894. Reported useisfrom
May 24, 1894 until October 5, 1907. At first, N or S direction indicia were used, followed by train num-
bers 14 or 28 in the hammer’s last years.
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C.PR. Public Timetable - 1911
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W-19 CALGARY & EDMONTON-M.C / NO 1 S, AP 10, 96

The Toronto receiving backstamp is dated April 14.
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A Study of theCalgary & Edmonton Hammers

Rick Parama recently discovered the first reported use of W-20, hammer 1b. It is dated September
24,1920, on train 24, and was used as atransit backstamp on aregistered cover originating at Markerville,
Alberta, on September 23, addressed to Nanaimo, British Columbia, where it arrived on September 27.
The cover would have been carried by road to Innisfail, located on the Calgary-Edmonton C.PR. line.

Interestingly, both hammers 1b and 1c were proof struck on the same day. It is odd that the post office
made two “NQ 1” hammers simultaneously and that the first was used only very briefly. The successor
hammer, 1c, is known from March 20, 1921 until February 12, 1948, with train numbers 22, 23, 24, 25 or
26.

I only recently recognized that there is a second “No 3” hammer, which is undated in the proof records
and | have designated it as hammer 3b.
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W-19, W-20, W-21, W-22, W-22A, W-23 and W-23E Hammers

Listing | Hammer | Proof ERD LRD Indicia
W-19 1 1894/04/09 | 1894/05/24 | 1907/10/05 | N, S, 14, 28
W-20 la unknown |1909/07/16 | 1912/03/14 |11, 12, 14, 26

1b 1920/02/06 |1920/09/24 | 1920/09/24 | 24

* 1c 1920/02/06 | 1921/03/20 | 1948/02/12 | 22, 23, 24, 25, 26
2a unknown |1900/06/09 | 1916/01/12 | S, 23, 24, 26
** 2b unknown |1903/03/02 | 1911/08/14 |N, S, 12, 27

2c 1917/06/23 | 1921/03/25 | 1927/09/20 | 21, 22, 23, 24

2d 1931/01/17 | 1931/02/14 | 1948/12/01 | 23, 24, 25, 26

2e 1950/06/08 | unknown | unknown

3a 1918/03/26 | 1923/03/09 | 1954/03/31 | 23, 24, 26, 28, 524, 525

3b undated unknown | unknown

4 1917/06/23 | 1922/09/05 | 1933/06/01 | 24, 525

ba 1911/03/09 |1913/12/03 | 1917/02/24 | 24, 26

5b 1918/03/09 | 1937/05/03 | 1947/05/15 | 24, 25, 28

5c 1923/04/06 | 1932/?72/?? | 1954/04/23 | 24, 525, 526

6a 1912/01/03 | 1912/04/27 | 1915/11/11 | 23, 24, 25, 26

6b 1923/04/06 | 1925/01/02 | 1953/10/22 | 24, 25, 26, 525, 526

7 1912/01/03 | 1913/08/07 | 1920/03/01 | 21, 22, 23, 24, 26

8 1923/04/06 | 1925/10/05 | 1952/10/28 | 23, 24, 25, 26, 524, 525, 526
W-21 3 unknown |1908/06/12 | 1914/08/01 | 12, 13, 14, 24, 25, 26

4 unknown |1908/04/17 | 1911/09/20 | 11, 12, 13, 14, 26

5 unknown |1908/09/23 | 1910/03/21 | S, 12, 14
W-22 4 1931/07/18 | 1931/08/14 | 1954/08/16 | 23, 25, 27, 524, 525, 526
W-22A 1 1935/08/14 | unknown | unknown
W-23 7 1924/10/02 |1933/?2/?? | 1954/03/31 | 6, 23, 24, 25, 27, 28, 523, 524, 525
W-23E 8 1953/02/14 | unknown | unknown

To differentiate between hammers 1b and 1c of W-20, measure the distance between the period after
the “O” of “R.P.0.” and the top of the “1” of “N© 1”. This distance for hammer 1b is 1 3/4 mm and for
hammer 1c, it is 2 3/4 mm. Rick Parama has reported the only date of use for Hammer 1b.

To differentiate between hammers 2a and 2b of W-20, measure the width of the bottom of the first “A”
of “CALGARY™. This distance for hammer 2ais 1 mm and for hammer 2b, itis1 1/2 mm.

To differentiate between hammers 3a and 3b of W-20, measure from the top left of the *“Y” across the
ampersand to the top of the first “D”. This distance for hammer 3ais7 1/2+ mm and for hammer 3b, it is
approximately 8 1/2 mm. (Measurements and the illustration for hammer 3b are approxi mate due to the
poor condition of the proof strike.)

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

* Hammer 1c of W-20 was discovered by Warren Bosch, who first recognized the subtle differences
between hammers 1b and 1c.

** Hammer 2b of W-20 was discovered by Warren Bosch. This hammer wore badly and by 1908
strikes are poor, with numerous breaks and voids.

The information presented here is derived from the collections of Warren Bosch, Jim Felton, Ross Gray,
Rick Parama and Bill Robinson.
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W-19, W-20, W-21, W-22, W-22A, W-23 and W-23E Hammers

W-20 H-5a W-20 H-5b

W-20 H-6a
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Temiscouata Railway
On January 1, 1889, the railway was

50 -
£ Trow Pistoles opened for traffic between Riviere du Loup
3 - and Edmunston. In 1891, an extension be-

1 7" BRUNSWICK tween Edmunston and Connors was com-

Lac ’ pl et ed

Témiscouata 1

The first cancellation used was proof

593 struck on September 2, 1892, followed by
\Y similar hammers on January 6, 1893. Three
RN different hammers have been identified and
RVET RN\ To And S
R\, To Andover reported used between January 19, 1893 and

X\ and Vanceboro

November 1, 1904, with either aN or S
direction indicator.

.

A", f?l]‘; -

‘;-jl
Sy

RR-152 ( Hammer 1) TEMISCOUATA-RY / M.C. S, FE 3, 97
MA-262 (Hammer 1l) VANCEBORO & ANDOVER / P.C. S, FES5, 97

This cover was registered at the post office at NOTRE-DAME-DU-LAC, QUE, FE 3, 97. It was then
transferred aboard the southbound train for Edmunston. The railway mail clerk wrote (Rec'd in fad condi-
t.en) ON the front and cancelled both the front and back of the envelope. It probably travelled south
from Edmunston in a closed bag on the C.PRy. line to Andover. At Andover, it was transferred aboard the
southbound, Vanceboro & Andover mail car, where the postal clerk applied two transit backstamps. The
letter was then placed in a closed bag and transferred to the eastbound C.P.Ry., probably at McAdam. The
St. John receiving backstamp is dated the morning of February 6.

Thereisared wax seal on the envelope flap, which isimpressed with an 1881 U.S. one cent coin .
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Temiscouata Railway
RR-152 Hammer Data

EMISCOUTA - RY

M. C.

Hmr | Proof ERD LRD Indicia | “Y” a b C
I 1892/09/02 1895/07/26 1897/07/08 N, S Y 10 1/4 7+ 7 -
I 1893/01/06 1897/10/18 1898/12/15 N Y 9 3/4+ 7 1/2 6 1/2-
Il unknown 1896/12/22 1896/12/22 N Y 9 1/2 7 1/2 7+
Listing 1893/01/19 1904/11/01 N, S
bl JC Oy
7 T
i DE=2 ES
e
ST
Hammer Il

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

MA-56 Hammer Data
CONNERS & RIVIERE - DU - LOUP - R.P.O. /

Chord “a” is measured from the middle bar of the “E” to the middle of the vertical of the “D”; chord “b” is measured
from the bottom of the “N” to the bottom of the “R”.
Hammer a b Proof Date ERD LRD Indicia
| 2 1/2 1914/03/03 1915/06/23 1922/11/24 1,2
1 2- unknown 1916/02/06 1948/11/27 1,23, 4
{ O .
MA-56, H-I {‘_, JUNE O k MA-56, H-II
LN ‘ 3
¥

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

MA-57 Hammer Data

CONNORS & RIV. DU LOUP *R.PO. / .

Hmr -P~R- | Proof ERD LRD Indicia
| 7 1/2- 10- 6 3/4 no dot unknown 1904/11/08 1919/03/29 N,S 1,2
1 6 3/4 10 1/2- | 6 no dot unknown 1904/12/10 1916/01/22 N,S 1,2
Il 7 1/2- 10 7 dot 1919/03/26 1919/12/23 1948/12/02 1,24
v 6 12+ | 11+ 6- nodot | 1904/11/03 unreported unreported
Listing 1904/11/08 1948/12/02 N,S 1,24
SN D AN JeF N «a\
(S3 = = '5 :\:!‘ (5 A
i%NolSjU 2 NO oy i AP 4 el
D, 12 % 04 5, 06 v/
= “ : v [ O
\..L/ \"__ /
Hammer | Hammer 1V Hammer 11 Hammer 111
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Temiscouata Railway

MA-57 Hammer Data
In the original hammer study of this set of hammers, it was indicated that the proof strike in the records
was a badly damaged example of hammer 11, possibly with the “DU” retouched as “DE”. Subsequent
closer examination indicates that the proof strike is a different hammer and it is now designated as ham-
mer |V in order to maintain continuity with the earlier study. The proof date for hammer Il is now re-
garded as unknown.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

MA-58 Hammer Data

Proof Date ERD LRD Indicia
1925/11/06 1925/12/02 1925/12/02 1,2

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

This hammer isfound in the proof strike records. It is not listed and has
never been reported used. Interestingly, the proof date is the same asthe
proof date of MA-58.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

MA-59 Hammer Data

EDI\{)IHlNDSTON & R.DUL. / R P.O.

N

Chord “a” is measured from the top of the “R” to the bottom of the “E”; chords “b” and “c” are measured from the
bottoms of the letters.

Hammer | a b c Proof ERD LRD Indicia
| 4 7 3/4 7 3/4 | 1948/12/09 | 1948/12/16 | 1949/02/01 | 2
I 4 1/2 + 7 1/2 7 1/2 | 1948/12/09 | 1948/11/29? | 1949/01/7? | blank, 2

7 -\ll— ,LX o
Qﬁ PM Lo\

-

MA-59 H-I (& 2 % &

! ,Q__E_BQ/MJ

Lewis Ludlow originally published his study of this run in the September, 1974 issue of BNA Topics. | have been
unable to locate a copy of the Hammer 11 proof strike. The Hammer |1 illustration shown here, isfrom Jim Felton and
isalone on afacing dip. The date of this strike precedes the proof date, suggesting an error in one or the other or the
existence of athird hammer.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Secretary’s Report from Chris Anstead

Congratulations to member Bob L ane for the gold medal awarded in the Single Frame Class for “The
West of Winnipeg Hammers” at the VANPEX 2006 show!

MA-59 H-II

Newsletter Editor - Ross Gray, 33 George Street East, Lindsay, ON, K9V 1W6
Phone 705 324-6020 e-mail oshrr@sympatico.ca

Secretary-Treasurer, Chris Anstead, R.R. #1, McDonald’s Corners, ON, KOG 1M0

Newsletter Mailer, Catalogue Editor - e-mail acropolis@superaje.com

Page 1967 The Newsletter of the Canadian R.P.O. Study Group (B.N.A.P.S.)



