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In thisissue, we travel west and examine in detail, the hammers used on the Esgquimalt and Nanaimo
Railway on Vancouver Island, over the 65 year long period of railway mail service on that line, between
1887 and 1952. Then we present hammer studies of the first three cancel lations used on the Canadian
Pacific Railway between Calgary and Vancouver from 1886 until 1901, listings RR-23, RR-24 and RR-25.

AWARDS AT BNAPEX 2005, September 2-4, 2005, Edmonton, Alberta
Vermeil: Brian Stalker - Mail by Rail in 19th Century Newfoundland
Slver-Bronze: Robert Lane - Mail by Rail on Both Sides of the Manitoba/USA Border

Siverts Award for Best Newdl etter - Ross Gray

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY. ™
(BRITISH COLUMBIA.)
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Esquimalt & Nanaimo Railway

The Esquimalt & Nanaimo Railway
was compl eted between the two commu-
nities, in September of 1886. The follow-
ing year, the line was extended north to
Wellington, afurther 4 1/, miles.

In 1888, the construction of anew
swing bridge permitted entry into Victo-

o
,a(\c'oj ra

@,  In1909, an extension from Wellington

{ to Parksville was completed, followed by
acontinuation to Cameron Lakein 1910
and to Port Alberni in 1911. A 19 mile
branch to Cowichan was also built in
1911.

In 1912 the railway was leased to the
Canadian Pacific Railway. Two years
later, the main line was extended 45 miles
northward, from Parksville to Courtenay.
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Thefirst cancellation used on the railway was proof struck on September 9, 1886. Use is known from
September 26, 1887 until April 12, 1901, with either N or Sdirection indicia.

POST CARD : GARTE POSTALE
UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION e UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE ¢
~ Y %

CANADA.
THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE.
COTE RESERVE A L' ADRESSE.

RR-46 E. & N. Rwy / B. C. N, NO 15, 97

The Nanaimo transit backstamp is dated the same day. The Bury - St. Edmonds arrival postmark on the
front is dated December 4.
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Esquimalt & Nanaimo Railway - Victoria & Wellington

Thereis no proof strike on record for the
two hammers of the second cancellation used on
the railway and the first, which was specifically
worded for the extended run. It is reported used
between 1901 and September 2, 1913. Direction
indiciaN or Swere used until near the last year,
when they were replaced with train numbers 1,
4o0r6.

W-164 (hammer 1)

CANADA POST CARD

THE ADDREESS TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE

/ - /

Nl I oers—

\\X\ = / Y222 f/: / ’f r/

/

VIC. & WEL. R.P.O. /

B. C. N, JUN 20, 04

The Union Bay, B.C. receiving backstamp is dated the following day.

Two new postmarks for the run were
proof struck on April 26, 1912. Both of
W these hammers were distinguished by the
2 inclusion of ornaments. The use of the first
hammer shown on this post card , spanned
1912 to 1916 and used train number indicia
1,2,340r6.

W-166a VIC. & WELL -R. P. O. / B.C.

There isno Ruby Creek receiving postmark present.

Use of the other ornamented
hammer spanned 1912 to 1924 and
used directionindicium Sor train
number indicia2, 3, 4, 7 or 8. It was
inturn, replaced by athird, similarly
ornamented hammer (W-166¢) until
1926.

If Not Delivered in Ten Days
Return o

E. A. CATHCART
GEMERAL MERCHANT
CHEMAINUS, - - - B.C.

Messrs, J. % J. Taylor, Ltd.,

Toronto, Canada,

W-166b VIC. & WELL-R.P.O. [/ B.C. S, 11 AU, 16
There is no Toronto receiving postmark present.
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Esquimalt & Nanaimo Railway - Victoria & Wellington

Two hammers of one of the other cancellations for the run were proof struck on November 11, 1913. At least one
of these hammers was used between 1914 and 1916, with direction indicium S or train number indicia 2, 4, 6 or 8.
Perhaps our study group members will find use of the second hammer after comparing their holdings against the study

details which follow.

thoto by Leonard Fisuk, nlnamg_ﬂ [+

W-165 (hammer 1)

VIC. & WELL -R. P. O.

/[ B.C. 6, JUN 13, 14

No receiving mark was applied in England.

ESQUIMALT AND NANAIMO RAILWAY

1924 Canadian Pacific Railway Public Timetable

7 Miles] TABLE | 29 4] 26
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4. 0. gd% +evevo.Hlllbank ..
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o 5.400r l.-! 56.0.. .Blainey’s.. ...... s
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| 6. 2.50( 72.5|.
.|\ ?-5 2.57| 14.
* 7.001* 1.10{ 77.
P.M. P, | B5.!
92.
sz 52|y} perksvine sune. (o
.|101.8)... .Qualicum Beach ...
M 0? o .Dashwood
o i A . .Dunsmuir
. d ..Bowser
i ZZ, Mud Bay
125, Fanny Bay,
(130 Union Bay (
s gs .Royston. ..
i Ar. .. .COURTENAY. ...
%. ..... . 95. EI' Parksvnlle T
. - .. Coomb!' 's .
2.38.. . % “Hillier's.".
2.50.. e (]g Gameron Lake
r3.30.. Al Arrowsmith.....
4.05.. L1210 Bainhrulge
4|Zg i 2 ...............................
1 4.25.. : A, anAl.nEnm(C) 1" ienans .
P.M. | P.M. M. M.
2, 5, 6. Parlor Car, Victoria and Gourfena =
EQUIPMENT Nos 4. L Parlor Car. Victoria and Wellin tg
Nos. 7, 8. Parlor Car. Parksville Junc. and Port Alberni.
l ~ For Expl of Signs, ses under Table |20.

Canadian Pacific Railway Public Timetable - 1924
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Esquimalt & Nanaimo Railway - Victoria & Wellington
W-164 Hammer Study

a—| N s
VIC. & WEL. R.P.O. / B.C

Hammer | Proof Date ERD LRD Indicia a b C d
I unknown 1904/06/20 | 1912/01/04 N, S 9 1/4 8 1/4 7 34 4 1/2-
] unknown 1906/10/24 | 1913/01/23 N, S, 6 8 - 9 7 1/4 5
Listing 1901/?2/?? | 1913/09/02 N, S, 1,4,6

Hammer |

W-165 Hammer Study

"VIC. & WELL-R.P.O. / B.C.

Hammer | Proof Date ERD LRD Indicia a b c
I 1913/11/19 1914/06/13 | 1916/08/05 | 4, 6 10- 7 9 1/4
I 1913/11/19 unreported | unreported | unreported 9- 7 34 10 1/4
Listing 1914/?22/?? | 1916/??21?7? | S, 2,4,6,8
Hammer | Hammer 11
. W-165Aa W-166Ab
unlisted “d-\N E(( .. Ornament #200 WELL 2 Ornament #202
1Pg;(1)(9)}‘0Dl/a2t§ ] Ap2g < Proof Date c__? AP2 6'.’; Proof Date
Period 7\ | 2 O 1912/Q4/26 > |2 / 1912/Q4/26
unreported B,C./D/ Period \B C? Period
unreported ' unreported
W-166a W-166b W-166¢
Ornament #204 Ornament #206 Ornament #208
Proof Date Proof Date Proof Date
1912/04/26 1912/04/26 AP 2 =g 1924/04/02
Period Period o4 E) Period
1912-1916 1912-1924/03/06 \ &C X’/ 1924/06/04-1926/12/13
Indicia Indicia = Indicia
1,2,3,4,6 S 234,78 34
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Esquimalt & Nanaimo Railway - Victoria & Port Alberni

The Victoria-Port Alberni run lasted about 5 years, from 1917 until 1922. Only asingle hammer is
known to have been used on this short lived route.

W-162

Proof Date - 1916/12/20
Period - 1917/05/02 -1922

Indicia-N, S, 3, 4

unlisted
Proof Date
1919/01/25

Period
unreported

Esquimalt & Nanaimo Railway - Victoria & Courtenay
The Victoria-Courtenay run spanned a period of 36 years, starting in 1916 and lasting until September

30, 1952.

unlisted
Proof Date
1919/01/25

Period
unreported

g

| c € |

a—| —d

a

b
Hammer a b c d e f g

| 9 3/4 7 1/4 17 1/2 6 3/4 10- 8 1/2+ | 14 3/4
1 10- 7 12 17 3/4 + 7 - 11 712- |14 1/2
Il 8 1/4 8- 19 712-| 11 5 1/2 11 3/4
v 10 8 18 1/2 6 1/2 10 7 1/2- |13 3/4
V 8 1/4 7 12 18 1/2 + 7 10 1/2 5 3/4 12 1/4

Hammer 11 Hammer 111 Hammer 1V
Hammer Proof Date ERD LRD Indicia

I 1916/12/20 1922/08/25 1936/07/11 N,S 1,2

] 1920/07/12 1921/08/11 1940/08/06 S, 2

Il 1924/06/06 1927/09/27 1951/05/23 N, 2

v 1933/07/05 1943/09/25 1952/09/30 blank, 1, 2

\% 1948/12/22 1951/?7/31 1951/?7/31 2

Listing 1917/?22?? 1952/09/30 blank, N, S, 1, 2
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Canadian Pacific Railway - British Columbia

Many years ago, | purchased alot of 209 assorted railway post office forms, which apparently had been saved
from destruction at Ashcroft Station, BC. (The editor would be interested in knowing the story behind this great
“find”” if anyone knows the details.) Most of these forms were postmarked with RR-23 or RR-24 hammers and signed
or initialled by the railway post office clerk. The original owner had separated the forms by clerk and placed a selec-
tion of different forms in separate envelopes, with dates ranging from 1886 until 1891.

The clerks, as noted on the lot envelopes were;

“Cox” RR-23, hammer |, 1887/02/04 to 1887/08/03 and RR-24, hammer |, 1887/03/30 to 1892/01/19
“F. R. Dougall” RR-24, hammer 11, 1890/04/02 to 1891/01/30

“R. F. Drummond” RR-23, hammer X, 1886/04/12 to 1886/05/22 and 1886/06/19 to 1891/01/27
“R.Y. Ellis” RR-24, hammer I, 1887/02/10 to 1892/01/18 and TS-65, 1887/05/09 to 1887/06/03
“John O. MacLeod” RR-24, hammer IV, 1887/03/29 to 1892/01/16

“D. R. McLean” RR-23, hammer 1V, 1889/08/01 to 1891/01/14

“John Rooney, who was postmaster at Granville, B.C., when the name was changed to Vancouver, B.C.; also
senior railway mail clerk in B.C.” RR-23, hammer X, 1886/06/01 to 1886/06/18, RR-23, hammer |V, 1887/03/03 to
1887/09/24

“J. H. Thain” RR-23, hammer |, 1887/09/22 to 1891/02/01 and RR-24, hammer 11, 1887/07/30 to 1887/09/04

The use of this material has aided me greatly in preparing the hammer studies for RR-23 and RR-24. The RR-25
study is based solely on the proof strikes since | have no actual strikesin my collection.

Lewis Ludlow originated the RR-23 hammer study, which was originally published in the newd etter in 1988. His
text follows, with my chordal letter assignments added.

RR-23 Hammer Study

Separation of RR-23 Hammers

1. Examine the strike for side dots, fore and aft of BRITISH COLUMBIA. Hammers I-VI (Group A) have no side
dots; on the other hand, Hammers VI1-X (Group B) do have side dots on either side of BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Group A:

2. Measure the straight line chordal distance from the upper left corner of “B” of BRITISH to the bottom of the
“P” of C. P. Ry. (chord a) ; achord of 6 1/2 mm identifies Hammer IIl.

3. Determine the chordal distance from the bottom of the left leg of the “R” of C. P. Ry. to the bottom of the
right leg of the “M” of M. C. (chord b); a chord of 7 3/4 mm will identify Hammer |1 and one of 6 1/2 mm fixes
Hammer V. The remaining three hammers fall between 7+ and 7 1/2- mm.

4, Measure the chord between the bottom of the “P” and the bottom of the left leg of the “R”, both of C. P. Ry.
(chord c) ; achord of 3 mm identifies Hammer |. The remaining two are 4 mm or almost 4 mm.

5. Take the chordal distance from the bottom of the left leg of the “R” to the bottom of the second “I”, both of
BRITISH (chord d); A chord of 6 mm is Hammer V, while 6 /2 mmisVI.

Group B:

6. Repeat step #2 above (chord a). A 7+ mm chord identifies Hammer X. The remaining three are lessthan 6 1/2
mm.

7. Measure the straight line distance from the bottom of the right leg of the “M” of M. C. to the top of the “I” of
COLUMBIA (chord €). A chord of 8 1/2 mm is Hammer | X, while the remaining two hammers are only 7 mm.

8. Repeat step #3 above (chord b). A chord of 6+ mm identifies VIII; Hammer VIl isafull 6 1/2 mm.

9. In Group A, the presence of a base period after the “A” of COLUMBIA is definitive for Hammers | and 1V; the
absence of this period isindicative of Hammers|l1, |11, V and V1. This does not apply to Group B which has no side
dots.

10. All Group A hammers have a mid-vertical dot between the “H” and “C” of BRITISH COLUMBIA. This dot is
not present on Hammers VIl and VI11. The presence or absence of this dot has not been established for Hammers I X
and X.

11. For Hammer X, the “Y” of C. P. RY. is a full capital letter with a following base period. For the other nine
hammers, this “Y” is a small, elevated capital letter, with a period underneath the “Y™.
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Canadian Pacific Railway - British Columbia
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Canadian Pacific Railway - British Columbia
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Canadian Pacific Railway - British Columbia

RR-23 (hammer ) C.P.RY M.C. / BRITISH COLUMBIA W, DE 29,98
The ROSSLAND / B.C. receiving backstamp is dated NT, DE 31, 98

The Caboose
In response to the article on the Ottawa & Prescott listings in the previous newsletter, Brian Stalker
reports the following;
0-250 1 have this dated JUL 7 1864 without indicium, very much an ‘outline’ strike;
0-251 hammer |1, | have, MY 16, 1868, NORTH.
O-251 hammer 111, | have JY 26, 1872, SOUTH.

0-296 | am not able to report aW or PM but | do have 551, OC 5, 32, 552, JUL 31, 53 and 564,
AP 30, 28 to add to the list of train numbers.

Ross Gray has found this nice transit backstamp of M A-44, hammer |, 40, DE " ;:";J'iﬁ\( o
12, 28, on aregistered cover from Providence, Rhode Island to Charlottetown, = W
P.E.l.. It is both, a new train number and a new |ate date for the hammer, previously "?;D E/ ;ﬁz \_
known until 1928/10/06, with indicia W or 41. R0 Y

Ross Gray reports a new early date and an unrecorded train
number 62, for listing W-114B, found on piece. Previously this
rare cancellation, used between Regina and Canora, was known
from 1958/07/25 until 1959.

Newsletter Editor - Ross Gray, 33 George Street East, Lindsay, ON, K9V 1W6
Phone 705 324-6020 e-mail oshrr@sympatico.ca

Secretary-Treasurer, Chris Anstead, R.R. #1, McDonald’s Corners, ON, KOG 1M0

Newsletter Mailer, Catalogue Editor - e-mail acropolis@superaje.com
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