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CONGRATULATIONS TO: Our member Bob Lee, who was also recognized at
BNAPEX '97 by the award of the Order of the Beaver. Your Editor's
face is red for forgetting this well-deserved award when writing

about Geoff.Walburn and Don Wilson in the last issue. My sincere
apologies, Bob.

g

The C.N.R.Tug”PENTOWNA" at a Final Resting Place on
The Kelowna Golf Course. Bill Topping in the
Foreground. Photo taken in May, 1997 during
the Pacific North-west Regional Group Meeting.

You may recall correspondence about covers carrying the Purser
Stamp of this vessel. She was modified to carry some passengers,
but was still not authorized to carry mail as a travelling Post
Office. We have not listed the markings as we do not consider them
to be legitimate mail markings. They were part of a promotion by
one of the Ship Cover Societies which flourished during the 1930s.

CONTENTS - We have some new reports, news items from various
members, information submitted by Past President Mike Street on the
Newfoundland Railway Heritage Centre at Port Aus Basques, and some
more pages from LEAHY's HOTEL GUIDE & RAILWAY DISTANCE MAPS OF
AMERICA, 1937, covering Ontario, Nova Scotia, and P.E.I. submitted
by Jim Felton. Quebec and New Brunswick data will follow. ..../2
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Jim savs that the addrescsee is still with the MPOS, and he
trving to contact him about any other Canadian RPOs. No replv v
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THE KETTLE VALLEY RAILWAY - Our thanks to member Doug Hannan for

sending information about the portion of this Railway which is
still operating as a summer tourist attraction. The Pacific North-
West Regional Group of BNAPS rode on this train during their
Spring, 1997, meeting at Kelowna.

Your Editor took this
photo of 0ld No.3 - a 1924
Shay locomotive loaned by
_the Provincial Forest
: Museum at Duncan, B.C. -
: which is used to propel the
§ vintage restored C.P.R.
€ cars. The last 1997 trip
i occurred on 13 October.
: While ridership was short
R of predictions, the Board
are working out a strategy
} for 1998 - probably
“3 including extension of the
line over the Trout Creek
Canyon trestle, south of
Summerland.

A back-up diesel
locomotive is also
a priority, as is the
building of an authentic
“train station.
2 Throughout 1997 a group
> of local horsemen dressed
~-in authentic costumes
"staged seven "train
_robberies”. The cash
.gathered from passengers
- was donated to charities.
Similar activities are
planned for 1958.

ROBSON LOWE - Member John Ayshford writes from Essex, England,
thanking us for printing 'Robbie's' obituary. He says - "Normally
at this time (20 November) I would be looking forward to his annual
Christmas party for "old sweats" at the Columbine restaurant in
Duke Street, St. James. He was far from his usual jolly self last
year and I am not at all surprised that he has 'bowed out'."

RR-163 - THIS MAIL WAS CARRIED BY / TRAVELING LETTER BOX - John
also writes that he has a copy of RR-163 dated 9 November 1927,
addressed to Mr. B.D.Grant of Balsam Place, St. John's, with the
Traveling P.O0. marking on both front and back. At some time a
sticky label has been applied to the front, obliterating the
addressee's name. This is similar to the covers reported by John
McCrea and myself on Page 10 of Newsletter 133. Any more reports ?

sy 2l W
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RATLWAY HERITAGE CENTRE - Past-President Mike Street visited this
Centre in Port aux Basques, Newfoundland, while returning from the
1997 B.N.A.P.S. convention in St. John's. It is being developed by
the South-West Coast Historical Society, with assistance from the
Government of Canada, and the Town of Port aux Basques.

Restoration of the train site commenced in November, 1996, and
was to be completed by September, 1997. A fire-damaged caboose has
been rebuilt, and a sleeper car, and a box car have been
reconstructed. Headlights for a locomotive and a push plow are
functional, baggage -cars are completed, and tank cars nearly so.
The cars are being painted in Newfoundland Railway colours, with
appropriate lettering on each side.

An Interpretation Centre will be built, along with a paved
parking lot, as shown on the site plan below.

P
gy
. ;

0-165 - LONDON & WINDSOR R.P.O. - Member Chris BAnstead writes
regarding Peter McCarthy's report on Page 10 of Issue 133 -
"Where was the hammer between 1920 and 1950 ? When I read this I
went to my newly acquired accumulation of R.P.0O.cancels and looked.
They have been arranged as per Ludlow - i.e. alphabetic by region,
but not identified - and I found two cancels used in 1940s-50s.
Terrific I thought, but close examination showed that they were
probably 0-356A - TOR.LOND.& WINDSOR R.P.0. The dates and train
numbers are consistent. My guess is that close examination of the
original would reveal the same."

How about taking another close look at the original, Peter ?

Chris has also offered to assist with any reprinting involving
integration of the original catalogue with the annexes. This would
be a massive job - as the Catalogue was produced on an electric
typewriter before the advent of the PC. Jim Felton does have
Supplement 1 (Annexes 1 to 9 ) on disc.

P &
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NATIONAL TRANSCONTINENTAL RATLWAY - Member John Cheramy has sent an
interesting cover addressed to "Mr. Eames Goode, Railway Inspector,
Transcontinental Railway Office, Ottawa, Ont." from -Kingston,
Ontario, April 20, 1912. It was readddressed in Ottawa "C/o

A.G.MacFarlane, Esq ., District Engineer, Nat.Transcontinental Ry.,
St.Boniface, Man.

A.G. ACFARLANE S0, 7 s
RIET-ENAIRERRI e i B, Lo
NAT. TRANSCONTISNENTA ; :

\Y , |
ST. BONIFACE MANLLLA«:A -

According to G.R.Stevens' HISTORY OF THE CANADIAN NATIONAL
RAILWAYS, The National Transcontinental Railway consisted of two
Divisions - the Eastern (2,019 miles) from Moncton to Winnipeg
built by the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway Company for the Dominion
Government and leased back for operation, and the Western (Winnipeg
to Pacific Terminal, 1,743 Miles), built by the GTPR on its own
account.

In the spring of 1905, thirty-four survey parties started to
lay out the Eastern Division - across New Brunswick, along the
south shore of the St. Lawrence River to Quebec, across the river,
northwest to La Tuque in the St. Maurice valley, west "through 300
miles of empty but reasonable countryside, before plunging into
monstrous terrain, empty wasteland as savage as any on the planet,
where rocky ribs burst through the scanty soilas in a decayed
skeleton and the intervening hcllows held muskeg swamps which
gulped down yardages of fill before providing firm footing for a
roadbed. Thereafter the morasses gave way to the great stony
extrusions that barricaded the passage between Lake Superior and
Hudson Bay. Finally fertile ground and healthy growth heralded
approaches to the prairies and offered a fair countryside into the
line's terminal at Winnipeg."

This was a remarkable undertaking - second only to the Panama
Canal as the greatest construction project of its time.

../9
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From Ken Ellison - Extracts from the Vernon DAILY NEWS -

April 26, 1906 -

1t is whispered that the return of Sir
Thomas Shaughnessy from Iingland
will probably be followed by a definite
announcement of the policy of the C.
P. R. with regard to the building of the
line from DMidway to Penticton. In
spite of the non-committal attitude so
far adopted by the officials in this con-
i nection, it is believed that the activities
now in progress at various points on
the luke foreshadow the final decision

March 14,

to complete the link in the line.

! Mail Clerk Tinlayson would like to
emphasize the fact that the post office
and not the mail car is the proper place
for the sorting and stamping of letters.
Apart from the fact that the concent-

ration of so much extra labor
upon the obliging mail clerk
is an inexcusable imposition,

it may not be genmerally known
that letters run the risk of be-
ing carried past their destination, as it
is frequently impossible to do the nec-
essary work before the train reaches
the nearer stations.

C.P.R.Locomotive No. 314 on the Kicking
Horse Flats at Field, B.C.,

1907 =
|

i The railway statistics of the Do-
tminion, 1906, have just made their
;z'.])',)em'z\.nee. Mileage has increased
i from 16 miles in 1836, to 21,3533 in
&5 ins the expan-
fsion in
may bhe pointed
miles of railway
stiruetion on June last, as compared
with 1.966.98 on the same date last

As indicative of
facilities, ir
that 397170
under

transportation
out

were con-

vear.
creased 922.1 per cent. since 1875,

United States mint officials have
compiled figures showing that the
world’s production of gold for 1905
was valued at $379.289,200, an in-
crease  of $20,000,000
over fhe (i:g'ul'(-s for 1904, Afriea
held first rank, the production heing
vained at $112.329.110 ; while the
United States was second, with $88,-

practically

IR0.700 @ and Aw:tralia thivd, with
$85.026,500, It is estimated that ‘the
production  for 1906 will rearh 2

vitlue of $400,000,000,

1887.

July 11"

The volume of freight has in-_

1907 ‘=

DROWNED IN THE SKEENA.

Six Passengers Perish in Steamboat
Wreck.

Kitsalas, B. C., July 6.—The Hud-
son’'s Bay steamer Mount Royal, ply-
ing on the Skeena Riwver, was wreck-
ed in Kitsalas Canyon this afternoon
at three o’clock, and six of the crew,
were drowned. The steamer went to
pieces in about five minutes, and is
a_ total wreck.

The Mount Royal was coming down
the stream, running the dangerous
rapids, when she struck the right
bank of the main channel, with such
force that the bow held firm for sev-
eral minutes. Captain Johnson im-
mediately saw that danger was ahead
and instantly ordered the fifty pass-
engers ashore to Ring Bolt Island,
which is in the middle of the chan-
nel.

A strong wind was blowing, and as
the bow held fast her stern swung
around broad side to the stream,
which is of terrific force. In less
than five minutes the Mount Royal
started to break up. Nothing could be
done, and the water broke off piece
after piece with great rapidty. So
swift was the work of destruction
that it was only a short time before
the demolition was such that what
was left sunk, and it is only a small
portion of the hull that lies at the
bottom of the channel.

Captain Johnson remained with his
boat until she went beam ends over, ;
and only quit when he saw that no-
thing further could be done. Thei
passengers give him great praise for
his action throughout. 4

The body of the steward was found
this evening in the remaining hull of
the steamer. The men are still|
searching for the other bodies.

SRR 41 ©
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From Lionel Gillam - "Have just been readina (again!) your May
Newsletter, and am reminded of the 1854 P.M.G's Report re the
"first" Canadian T.P.0. While it is true that the G.W.R. was the
first railway to have a T.P.0. staffed with official railway mail
clerks appointed by the Post Office,(I have 2 note of the clerks'
names), there was an earlier R.P.0O. (as I prefer it to be called)
on the Grand Trunk (St.Lawrence & Atlantiec) in 1853. For
confirmation., see "Canadian Mail by Rail" page 33, with RR-143
illustrated opposite. This R.P.0O.was "staffed" unsatisfactorily by
mail conductors employed by the Grand Trunk. According to Boggs, in
one of his appendices. the conductors were paid by the P.0., who
had no control over them." See Newsletter No. 129, May, 1997.

Some Rarities from the Jim Lehr Collection - courtesy of Douglas
Murray, Charlottetown, P.E.I. -

MA-43 - CHARLOTTETOWN - SACKVILLE R.P.0O./ E.J.GALLANT - West, 26
August (1919), Type 7C, on cover with MA-120, below. :

MA-55 - CH'TOWN & TIGNISH R.P.0./ G.R.BEER - 18 October 1944
Type 3D. The only reported copy.

MA-120 - Halifax & St. John, Day / R.P.O0. - Train 13, 23 August,
1919 - Type 5B. First and earliest revort. Recently another partial
strike on cover has surfaced with date 2 December 1919.

That's all for this time. The next issue should contain Annex
XVI, and be published in April. All the best,
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