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NEW MEMBER - We welcome David Link, 14745 - 51 Ave., Edmonton, AB,
€H SE6 to membership.

ARANNONED TRACK - In the last issue we mentioned that mail had been

returned from member John F.Edgett. We now know why. Matt Hedley,

a long-time RBNAPS member, has advised us that John made his last

run on February 24, 1995. Jchn worked for the CPR as a fireman from

Vancouver to North Rend, and then moved to California, where h

ere he
worked as a locomotive engineer for Southern Pacific until
retivement. He visited Vancouver frequently, and we enjoved many
chatgs about the early dayvse. We have also lost memher Richard

J.Chatfield, who passed away suddenly in March. We'll miss them.

OUNPATD MEMBRERSHIPS - At time of writing, the Fc“oulng members have
not paid their T1894-95 membership - Brown, Eggett, Stokes, Perry-

Hooke p Rlchards. They have been temoved frem membershlp

- —

q

C.P.R. Passenger Train, Canadian Rockies

A FAVOURITE RAILWAY VIEW - Here is another postcard showing a CPR
train with five passenger cars and a mail/express car being pulled
and pushed by three locomotives up the big hill between Field, B.C.
and Stephen, BR.C. on the Great Divide, before the construction of
the famous spiral tunnels. This old grade of 4.2% is now used by
the Trans-Canada Highway. Note the runaway track to the right. VYour
scribhe recalls supervising the installation of a concrete highway
deck on the railway hridge at left during the winter of 1949-50.
The bridge is still standing, but the new highway now crosses the
Kicking Horse River on a large pipe-arch culvert to the right of
the bridge. The narrow railway trusees would simply not permit
sufficient overhang to carry the new wider road. . BF2
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EY 13 - Ross Gray has sent comments and revisions, as follows -
33C - he did not report. Who did ? my records don't show anyone
e. MA-117a - Latest date should be 11/01/20 - transpositiocn of
Quaker dates. MA-256 - Earliest 08/17/07 should be for Hammer 5,
NOT Hammer 4. 0-221 - the latest date of 10/03/15 should be for
hammer 4. Please amend your records accordingly. I'm glad that some
of you read the Annexes in detail and keep us honest.

PAGES 5, 6 and 7 - were submitted by Ross CGray. The catalogue
changes in these pages will appear in Annex 15. Annex 14 is already
filled, and will be published soon. Thanks for your help, Ross.

BAYVIEW RAILROAD MUSEUM
Port Huron & Sarnia - 1995

Offical Dedication Submarine Tunnel

THE ST.CLAIR TUNNEL - Gerry Carr has kept us up tc date on the new
tunnel between Sarnia and Port Huron. Here is a copy of the cover
prepared by the Bayview Railroad Museum for the official opening.
Page 3 shows the Detroit newspaper coverage, while facts and
figures are shown on Page 4.

NEW LATE DATE - Horace Harrison has reported a new late date for
RG-35, Tt is 02/26/78, and will appear in Annex l4.

STUDY GROUP COOPERATION - Marcus Fennell, Chairman of the Perfins
study Group recently sent a cover bearing the rare 0-308A , St.
Thomas & Petrolia R.P.O. marking, dated 01/18/28. This is the
earliest report, apparently from the Ludlow collection. Mark was
enquiring about the MCRR perfin on the cover - and we informed him
that the Canada Southern system was leased to the Michigan Central
Railroad from 1904 to 1928, and the perfin use was legitimate. In
1929 the system was transferred to the New York Central Railroad.
PUBLICATIONS - Our thanks to Peter McCarthy for sending copies of

the CN Staff magazine "Keeping Track", and to BNAPS member Walter
Plomish for a copy of a special edition of the "CP Rail System
News", entitled "Canadian Pacific Remembers" showing CP's

contribution to the 1939-45 war effort.
/3
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The first train passes through the new St. Clair River

Tunnel Wednesday. Photos, on the Port Huron side, were

taken before the wind blew away many of the balloons,

right. The trip through the 1.1-mile tunnel will take

about two minutes. On average, 24 trains will use the

tunnel daily, up from 16 at the old one, because the

: average speed will increase. Some Amtrak passenger
2 trains also will use it. It will carry 275,000 freight cars a
: year for Canadian National Railroad and its subsidiary,
. Grand Trunk Western.

PATRICIA BECK/Detrott Free Press
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From Ross Gray;
Thanks to fellow study group members, John Aitken, Alex Campbell, Jim Felton and John Watson, I have
been able to substantially expand my study of the Fort William, Port Arthur run hammers, as well as the
Toronto-North Bay run hammers, published in the March, ‘95 newsletter. A 4 page up-date is available upon
request from me. (postage appreciated)
Jim Felton has suggested that we set up an informal hammer study sub-group for those specifically inter-
ested in hammer studies, led by myself. Doing so, would allow us to exchange our draft data first and then

complete the study, ready for publishing in the regular newsletter. Members wishing to participate, should
contact me.

This is anew .. - date for a rare Quebec listing, Q-1 ARTHABASKA & THREE RIVERS G.T.R./ N2 |
OC 10, 1871, NORTH, found on a postcard also cancelled with a cork, from ?. A. Beaudet, A. & T.R.R.
Way Post Office to St. Maurice, Champlain County. The LR.D.510/7/72. (Hennok Sale #82)

Q-264D is another scarce Quebec section listing. Until now, it was recorded as ROUSES POINT N.Y. & /
MONTREAL, R.P.O., based on a partial strike. A new discovery, dated April 12, 1911, shows us that there is
no ampersand and that the listing requires correction.

-D!ANOS E

ARE PRODUCTIONS OF THE HIGHEST GRADE. N"‘\)"\NRE’-M" R.P.0-
AAVA

THE SPACE BELOW IS RESERVED FOR ADDRESS ONLY.

Hnterprise Music Supply Co.,
149 West 36th Street,

New York
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From Ross Gray
This discovery perplexes me; I cannot understand why the clerk on the Galt & Elmira R.P.O. applied his straight-line

hand stamp, which was intended only for use on facing slips and other internal forms, not once, but 3 times. It is
possible that the card was on his desk, partially hidden by facing slips which he was preparing and was cancelled
accidently. The card originated in CONESTOGO, ONT. AU 3, 99 and was addressed to ST. JACOBS, ONT.,

arriving there the same day via BERLIN, ONT.
The straight line (type 22), GALT & ELMIRA.SOUTH, is struck in violet. Too bad that the recipient used it for a

scratch pad. _ e

CANADA POST CARD
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The next item poses a question; was there an R.P.O. operated over the T.H. & B Ry. or did the C.N. Ry Toronto &

Niagara Falls R.P.O. operate through to Buffalo? This newly discovered private clerk transit backstamp suggests one

of these two possibilities. Does anyone have timetables of the period to help resolve the mystery?

This cover originated at CLARKSBURG, ONT., JAN 31, 34 and arrived in COLDWELL, IDAHO, FEB 2, 1934
via 0-105, HAMILTON AND MEAFORD R.P.O./ N2l, 62, JAN 31, 34, then 0-385, TOR. & N. BAY R.P.O.
Ne2, 44, JAN 31, 34, then TORONTO, ONT. / REG. DIV. TERMINAL ‘A’, JAN 31, 34 and finally

TOR. HAM. & BUF. / M. P. TUMMON, Tr. 82, JAN 31, 1934 (struck in violet) before forwarding to the U.S.

exgsf 1
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From Ross Gray
Appearing as a transit backstamp struck in blue on a registered cover originating at CARSTAIRS, ALTA, FE 24,13,
is a previously unrecorded type 1K, private clerk hand stamp, CAL. & EDMONTON, R.P.O./L. WRIGHT, M.C.,
Tr. 526 FEB 24. The cover arrived in ALTONA, ELBE, on March 11 via 0-225 and MONTREAL.

TEREG TS AT

=

The use of a small red “R” in a rectangular box is already well known on registered covers originating on R.P.O.’s in
the late 1940’s, most of them philatelic. Here is an example of one which originated on W-37, EDM. & DAWSON
CREEK-R.P.O. N2 4, 2 SP 15, 47, where the enclosed letter sheds new light on their use.

“I asked my daughter at Dawson
Creek to mail me some letters on the
train so that I could get the cancel.
She used a plate block thinking it
would make a nice piece. As you see
the result was a failure, and still it is
an interesting cover. The post office is
supposed to give value and if they

find anything in the mails with excess postage they are supposed to
try to figure out what was intended and do it. For instance had this
been franked with seven cents worth of stamps (airmail rate) they
would have put it into the airmail stream even though there was no
sticker or writing to indicate airmail. The registered rate is fourteen
cents which is the nearest to the sixteen this cover has and so the mail clerk registered it. P.O.T. means “Put on Train” and 1500
is the registration number given the letter by the mail clerk. 686 is the number given the letter by Shaunavon. Note letter is
addressed to Shaunavon and that is the only other marking other than the railroad cancel...therefore registration must have been
originated on the train. Note the fancy little R they use for trains. This is all new to me for I did not know it was possible to get
a registered cover originating on the train. I talked it over with the trainmen who travel out of here and they tell me the above is
correct. There is no way in which a sender can get a receipt for a registered letter originating on the train.”

5% s)B
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BRTTTSH TRAVELLING POST OFFICES - Malcolm Smith submitted these twe
photns showing that the Royal Mail are still using Travelling Post
Nffices, taken at:St. Pancras Station, London, in March, 199%5. He
opi £ 0 -2412 and 0-355M availahle at 15
K 10. 1 Abbey Rise, Lond
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