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THE R_P.O_NEWSLETTER

OF THE CANADIAN R.P.O._STUDY GROUP ( B .N.A.P.S.)

NFW MEMBER - We welcome Kevin John Cabbage, Rox A8, 6 Alta L.oma. CA,
91701-0068 *o membership. IN MEMORIAM - "Infortunately the CGrim
Reaper has heen with us again to take the wife nf our long-time
member Geoffrey Walburn »f Xelowna, B.C. Rernie had been in
axtended care for some +*ime., and had not heen enioving life - but
it is still a shock. Dur svmpathv is extended to Geoff. MARRIAGE -
Congratulations are extendasd to Tan Mouat of Victoria, R.C. and his
ney bride. UNPATID MEMBERSHIPS - At time of writinag, the following
members have not paid their 1994-95 membership - Brown, Chatfield,
Eagett, Stokes, Kalabza P%Fama Perrv-Hooker, Richards.
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GRAND TRUNK TRAIN No.68 a2t North Bav, from Malcolm Smith

This issue is mostly the work of Ross Grev, who has heen

closelvy evamining his Ontario R.P. 0. collection and re-inventorving
it. He has discovered manv new hits of information, and we reallw
annraciate his agertinane, Your aditor was olad +to see Ross =zt
PHITLEY in Torontso on Tannarv 7 1205 and we had 2 aond +alk,

AN ENCLOSURE - We are extremely fortunate in the aenernus members
helonainag to this Studvy Group. Prom time to time we have received
commemorative cnvers from Jim Karr, Alewy Price and Jack Wallace.
and 2 commemorative faecinag slip from Aley Campbell. The present
anclosure comes from Art Rrunet, who recently obtained these
hammers from G.¥Fred Shaw. Shaw was 2 vostal amplovee 1942 tn 1979 -
first as a Porter at Medicine Hat Station. and then as a Railwayv
Mail Clerk from 1946 on - serving on the Medicine Hat - Nelson and

Calgary Digtrict runs. W-18E and W-83M will be new listings in
Annex 14, while W-18T was unconfirmed. Thanks, aArt ! AR .



From Ross Gray;

Previously I examined the R.P.O. runs which had Port Arthur as a terminus. Now let’s look
at the steel hammer listings of its neighbour, Fort William. As usual, I hope that the
other study group members will share my interest in this examination and send me data from
their material.

Catalogue listings 0-192, 0-224 and 0-225 require careful measurement of selected chords.
To make these measurements, I use a hand held, 7X optical comparator with a 20mm scale
graduated in O0.1lmm increments. While not absolutely necessary, I recommend use of this
device.

0-74 FORT WILLIAM & WINNIPEG R.P.O. / No.

Hammer Proofed Earliest Latest Indicia
1 unknown 10/25/07 03/28/19 E,W,1,4
2 unknown 08/29/08 03/14/19 E,W,2,4,6
3 unknown 08/29/07 09/19/19 E,1,5,blank
4 11/19/07 08/07/08 10/23/23 E,W,1,2,4
5 unknown 09/18/07 03/14/33 E,W,1,2,4,6
6 05/726/04 02/14/06 01/13/34 E,w,1,2,3,4,5,96
7 (a) 05/26/04 08/14/05 05/04/11 E,W,1,96
7 (b) 12/30/11 08/05/18 03/30/32 2:3,4
8 05/26/04 11/25/06 04/24/19 E,W,1,3,4,6,97
9 05/26/04 06/26/08 04/2?/35 B 1,2:4,5
10 05/26/04 ??/2?2/07 09/06/15 E,1,2,4,5,94,96,97

84,95 are listed in the catalogue
The width of the bottom of the "N" of "No.7" is 1 1/2 + mm for hammer 7 (a) and it is 1 mm
for hammer 7 (b).

0-76 FTI. WM. & WP’G R.P.O. S o NO .
Hammer Proofed Earliest Latest Indicia
1 07/29/26 07/11/31 02/01/34 1,2,3,4
2 07/23/27 03/31/31 03/01/63 1 27344,7
3 07/23/27 10/24/29 10/08/49 1;2;3,4
4 06/03/32 12/09/33 03/17/58 1,2:4,5
5 09/23/33 12/31/34 11/16/49 1:2
6 03/12/34 01/11/35 09/01/58 1;253,4,6
7 03/25/32 05/11/34 09/02/52 132:3.4
8 (a) 07/23/217 03/01/32 05/18/46 1524
8 (b) 12/05/53 02/26/55 07/22/56 1,6
9 08/16/35 12/03/35 05/03/52 1,2,4,8
10 12/24/30 10/27/33 01/19/54 1;2,3,4
11 03/25/32 01/08/35 03/14/56 1,2:3,4,18

17,84,96 are listed in the catalogue

The letters of hammer 8 (a) are about 3 1/4 mm high and those of hammer 8 (b) are about 2
1/2 mm high.

Hammers No. 1, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10 and 11 have no apostrophe between the "P" and "G" of "WPG".
Hammers No. 2, 3, 4, 8(a) and 8(b) have an apostrophe between the "P" and "G" of "WPG".
Hammer No. 1 has a hyphen between "WPG" and "R.P.O.".

Hammers No. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8(a), 8(b), 9, 10 and 11 have a period after "WPG".

soensl S
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0-190 N.B. & FT. WM. / R.P.O.
\

Hammer Proofed Earliest Latest Indicia

17 09/19/45 (1945) (1957) 1,2,17,18
\ 467,477

Trains 46 and 47 are listed in the catalogue but seem to be unlikely. Please report if you
have an example with either train number.

0-191 NORTH BAY & FT. WILLIAM / R.P.O.
\

Hammer Proofed Earliest Latest Indicia

T 1% 07/07/38 (1940) (1956) 1,2,17,18

I have no examples of either train 17 or 18 in my collection.

0-192 NORTH BAY & FORT WILLIAM R.P.O. / .
|

Hammer Proofed Earliest Latest Indicia
8 \ 01/27/15 04/28/15 08/14/20 1,2
II | unknown 03/03/15 02/26/56 1,2,18
ELL: 05/06/19 08/04/22 12/03/55 1,2,18
v 02/16/24 05/30/33 07/05/36 1,2
\% \ unknown 10/05/32 05/05/35 2,7?
VI | unknown 10/19/42 04/17/55 1,2
VII | unknown 09/23/52 07/05/55 1,17

2

VIII\‘ unknown 02/21/16 02/21/16

The iarliest example of hammer VII is well worn, indicating that much earlier use should
be found.
See éeparate chart of chordal measurements to identify the hammers.

0-193 N. BAY & FT. wiM. R.P.O. / .
\

Hammer Proofed Earliest Latest Indicia

I | 06/03/27 08/24/27 (1956) 152
\ 3,17,18

\
My collection only contains examples with trains 1 and 2.
Thic hammer wag geverely damaged between 12/11/28 and 11/07/29. The rim has a large dent
above the "O" and a smaller dent between the "R" and "P" of R.P.O. In some strikes the rim
may simply appear to be missing in these areas. There is also a small break in the rim to
the left of the base dot after 11/07/29.

0-193D N. BAY & FT. WILLIAM 7 R.P.O.
Hammer Proofed Earliest Latest Indicia
I 07/24/46 12/02/48 04/20/56 1,2,17418

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

0-221 OTTAWA & FORT WILLTAM R.P.O. / No.

Hammer Proofed Earliest Latest Indicia
s

unknown 05/12/06 09/12/12 E,w,2,4,5,6,94
4 unknown 05/04/06 03/24/12 E,w,2,6,94

1 is listed in the catalogue
s e 00 /4
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0-222 OTTAWA & Ft. WILLTIAM R.P.O. / No.

Hammer Proofed Earliest Latest Indicia
1 unknown 10/25/02 03/07/14 E,W,2,94,95,96
1,97 are listed in the
catalogue
..ll..l...".....l...C...C‘....i...l. lllll I T EE R R R S R A A A R A B B B B I B B B B N B B R
—ai O,
0-224 orr. & FTI. WM. / R. FE?..C).
e
B | =
Hammer I II I1X
chord
a T™r 3 1/4 (3 1/2 +) 3172 -
b ™. & F7T. 9 3/4 (10) 10 1/2 -
=< >
c T. & FT. 11 1/2 - (11 3/4) 12 1/2 -
d DdT‘_ /S R.P. CD.. 8 + (7 1/2 - ) 7
e R.P.O. 8 1/2 + (8 - ) 8 3/4 +

The bracketed measurements for hammer II are based on the photo-copied proof and should
only be considered as approximate.

Hammer Proofed Earliest Latest Indicia
I 12/31/12 04/17/13 12/10/15 3,6
II 12/31/12 unknown unknown unknown
III unknown 06/24/15 08/29/15 4,5

0-225 TRAIN No. / OTT. & Ft. Wm. R.P.O.

Hammer Proofed Earliest Latest Indicia

I unknown 07/16/04 01/23/14 2,96

II unknown 07/15/04 08/24/12 2,5,6,97
III unknown 08/11/07 10/27/12 1,2,96,97,
v unknown 08/28/07 09/27/13 1,2,96

\' unknown 08/22/08 08/30/12 2,6,94,96
VI 03/29/09 03/13/10 08/31/12 2,94,96
VII 01/02/09 08/20/09 08/17/12 2,9(inverted 67),94
VIII unknown 05/12/10 02/17/13 2,96

X unknown 12/13/13 11/19/15 1,3

X unknown 06/11/08 09/24/12 2,96

TRAIN—No. / OTT. & FT. WM. R.P.O.
XTI 04/25/13 08/01/13 08/26/14 1,2.

See separate chordal measurement chart to identify the hammers.
I.../6
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From Ross Gray;

Listing 0-256 and companions, 0-257 and 0-258 are interesting to study. I hope that the
following look, based on my own material, will provoke a response from other study
group members whose examples might allow us to expand our knowledge of this rum.

0-256 C.P.Ry. OTIT. & Pt. ARTHUR M.C. / #

Hammer Proofed Earliest Latest Indicia
1. unknown 04/25/91 10/07/06 E,W,96
-8 unknown 10/10/97 03/02/98 E
4. unknown 11/09/90 07/11/08 4 E
5. unknown 02/18/90 08/31/08 E,W
6. unknown 06/21/87 ,, 10/14/15 E,W,1,2,3,4,6,94
7. unknown 12/02/89 06/22/08 ,, E,W
9. unknown 11/25/89 09/28/96 E

10. unknown 02/06/90 10/28/01 E,W

11. 10/08/89 08/06/91 08/06/91 E

12.(a) unknown 03/05/90 03/05/90 E

12 (b) unknown 03/10/06 08/16/14 ,, E,2,6,96

Note: The most obvious difference between hammers 12a and 12b is the distance between
the top of the letters and the rim; about 1 mm for "12a" and about 1.5 mm for "12b".

0-257 OTT: & PORT ARTHUR C.P.R. "/ No. '8

Hammer Proofed Earliest Latest Indicia
No. 8 11/16/91 04/06/92 09/18/14 E
. 1,6
LA |

0-258 OTT .. & Pt. ARTH. M.C. "/ No. '3

Hammer Proofed Earliest Latest Indicia

No. 3 07/26/93 07/11/94 01/08/15 , E,W,2,5,6,95
1“

yy indicates data from the catalogue or Lew Ludlow, not from my own collection

g < -



0-338 TOR. & FT. WM. R.P.O. /7 No.
Hammer Proofed Earliest Latest Indicia

1 12/29/15 04/16/20 06/06/53 3,4,8

2 12/29/15 02/04/17 10/19/52 3,4,8

3 12/29/15 06/25/17 08/29/56 3;4,5,6

4 12/29/15 09/15/17 06/16/52 3,4,8

5 (a) 12/29/15 unknown unknown unknown

5 (b) 10/02/19 11/16/33 08/17/50 3,4

6 12/29/15 04/24/18 10/04/52 3,4,8

7 12/29/15 09/07/17 09/22/55 3,4,6,7,8
8 12/29/15 08/18/16 07/11/56 3,4,6,8

9 (a) 12/29/15 02/18/16 06/16/42 3,4

9 (b) 05/12/48 11/13/49 02/16/55 3,4,6,8

The ampersands of hammer 5 (a) and hammer 9 (a) are narrow and angular while the
ampersands of hammers 5 (b) and hammer 9 (b) are wide and rounded. The "o" of "No" is
level with the top of the "N" and has a horizontal line under it on hanlner 9 (a) while on
hammer 9 (b) the "o" is level with the base of the "N" and has a period after it.

The Financial Post Tuesday, January 10, 1995

CP Rail set to abandon
another 114 km of track

mmn.um
Wmmwa-
e
m lans: to abandon 114
kilometres of track in swthww '
ern Ontario. :

Analysts said CP Rail was ex-
pected to make further cuts due to
last month’s rejection by Ottawa of
its $1.4-billion bid for the eastern
assetsofCNNorthAmerm le-‘

‘make the deal raised

the railway to e its
mmeylosm.g lines in the East,'
theysand

S move comes j
; dhysafterCPRa:lconcludeddeals

' to sell or transfer 650 km of track

east of Sherbrooke, Que., toa U.S.
i Rail-.

ed by
JD&Irvmthd. CFlehad
mlosmg%OOOOadayonthe

InOntano,CPsa.tdxthﬂaskthe
approv th bandn‘:()n f
to e the a nment of a

- north-

line between Orangeville,
westomeonto and Owen Soind -

on Georgian Bay.
operations between the two cen-
tres averaged
tween 1991 and 1993. .

"CP Rail said
ture of 56 km of track between
Streetsv1lle, Ont., where the
branch line joins CP’s Montreal-

.’ main in question.

CP saidlosseson -
$1 million a year be- .

I

Chicago corridor wwt of Toronm

and Brampton and Orangeville re-

The railway, 'saying revenues

by must rise and expenses fall on this |

segment, challenged shippers to |
increase trafﬁcandxmmlapal offi- |
cials to cut right-of-way taxes. |
“The railway has also examined |
thevxabﬂltyof286kmoftrackbe-‘
tweenSudburyandSaultSte Ma-
rie, Ont., but has no immediate
planstoabandonorsellthelme

~CP Rail has more lines on the
block. It expects to sell to short-
line operators a further 220 km of
track between St-Jean, Que., ;ust
east of Montreal, Sherbrooke 1
Wells River, Vt It has recently |
abandoned lines “north “of
Sherbrooke.

group signed latanday'wluch
includes transfer of track from

McAdamtoSt.Stephen,N.B to
bsidiaries. i

Irving sul
Aspartofthe&al,CPrehn

‘quished most of the New Bruns-

wick Railway Co. system and

,landsthatltlmednmdertzeggg
" year agreement, signed in
‘century, ﬁ'omtheNBR,anIrvmg

company. :

Termination of the lease enables
Canbathgn Pac&Ltd.&end:
an o hontoguamntee pay!
interest on 4% consolidated deben- |
t\m of NBR, whlchlstraded on
e in
London.

numandau Dﬂ,w:(ﬂ

RailTex Inc.mhaemtkenegu-

The 520-kilometre CV, m be re-
named the New England Central
Railroad, runs between East Al--
burgh, Vt. southeast of Montreal,
and New London, Conn., "where i
freight connections can be made to
Boston and New York.

The railway will remain a source
of traffic for CN North America.

RailTex expects the acquisition
to close in early 1995, with CV’s
current 161 employees ngen prior-
ity for the 95 new positions on the
New I{:)sngv}hﬂld b(;:entral Those los-
ing jol given priority in
hirings by other U.S. RailTex
railways.
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From Ross Gray;
The Toronto & North Bay run, on the Grand Trunk/Canadian National line, was one of the
busiest in Ontario and lasted about 75 years. It is not surprising therefore, that there
are many readily identifiable hammers amongst the several listings (excluding clerk and
facing slip hand-stamps) for this run. It should be interesting to see what the study group
can contribute to expand our knowledge in this area, starting with the following data;

0-382 TORONTO & NORTH BAY M.C. G.T.R. / No. 3

Hammer Proofed Earliest Latest Indicia
No. 3 03/16/95 04/03/95,, 04/30/42 N, S, 41, 44, 46, 47,
50, 61, 64
15, 63, 132
0-382A TORONTO & NORTH BAY M.C. C.T.R. / No. 3
Hammer Proofed Earliest Latest Indicia
No. 3 05/14/43 05/26/44 07/13/44 46, 47
44, 68y,
0-383 TORONTO & NORTH BAY R.P.O. / No.
Hammer Proofed Earliest Latest Indicia
No. 1 unknown 05/26/00 07/26/15 N, S, 44, 46, 61,
68, 69
No. 2(a) unknown 12/19/99 01/28/05 N, S, 61
No. 2(b) unknown 06/30/06 09/07/16 41, 44, 46, 47, 50, 61,
64, 68
No. 3 04/09/19 unknown unknown unknown
No. 4(a) unknown 06/22/06 08/18/13 46, 47, 50, 51, 64, 68
No. 4(b) 04/19/14 08/18/14 10/07/63 41, 44, 46, 47
No. 5 unknown 10/17/06 06/21/11 46, 61, 64, 68
No. 6 unknown 11/17/07 04/01/10 50, 61, 64, 68
No. 7 10/26/04 05/25/07 02/16/10 46, 61, 68
No. 8 10/26/04 09/01/06 03/23/10 61, 68
No. 9 10/26/04 04/11/06 10/11/06 61, 68
No.12 04/26/12 11/13/12 02/24/36 4, 40, 44, 46, 47, 61
No.15 08/06/18 04/06/29 07/17/30 44, 46

- C—»|

0-383C TORONTO & NORTH BAY / ® R.P.O. ©

i e

Hammer a b e
I 8 7 3/4 13
II 8 3/4 7+ 12
Hammer Proofed Earliest Latest Indicia
I 05/29/65 06/18/66 10/25/69 84, 673, 674, 676
i B 05/29/65 05/19/67 05/19/67 83

..l./10
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~384 TOR. & NORTH BAY R.P.O. / No.
ammer Proofed Earliest Latest Indicia
o. 1 11/29/27 11/29/30 08/20/66 41, 44, 46, 47, 673, 676
0. 3 unknown 12/30/11 12/30/11 61
o. 8(a) 12/19/08 12/23/08 12/24/17 44, 46, 47, 68
o. 8(b) 02/19/25 09/16/26 02/29/32 41, 44, 46, 47
5. 9 10/26/08 10/30/08 07/17/14 46, 47, 61, 64, 68
.10 10/26/08 04/09/09 08/07/18 41, 44, 46, 61, 64, 68
>.11(a) 10/26/08 03/16/09 12/30/26 9, 16, 41, 44, 46, 47,
61, 65, 68
5.11(b) 05/08/29 01/13/31 06/12/31 41, 46
-385 TOR .. & N. BAY R.P.O. No. s
unmer Proofed Earliest Latest Indicia
e 2 01/29/22 05/16/22 11/11/67 41, 44, 46, 47, 676
o' 4 01/29/22 08/14/28 02/08/39 44, 46, 47
525 01/29/22 12/10/28 03/15/58 41, 44, 46, 47
1+6 01/29/22 12/01/24 10/29/38 41, 44, 46, 47
.8 04/06/38 06/23/41 10/07/62 41, 44, 46, 47
=9 04/06/38 05/11/42 06/24/69 41, 44, 46, 47, 673
.10 04/06/38 06/28/38 11/04/60 41, 44, 46, 47

385A TOR. & N. BAY R.P.O. " "GQG.T.R.; Zeha. «9

mmer Proofed Earliest Latest Indicia
" g 10/10/13 08/22/14 12/29/16 4747
44
1

indicates data from the catalogue or Lew Ludlow, not from my own collection

SNUNU& GUEKKE MOHDIALE 1939:1945 - SECUND WORlD WAR .

That's all fer this time.

.'?’F[".EI.ENHUS(AfREMAHIH[S(Hi‘lM_, A mew Travellilg ?.st Offii‘ﬂ
1”L'.~ /)4 2 hammer for British Celumbia.
: SVELING B It will be uwsed at stamp
( | Moee . ih shows and ether phnateuc
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