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i i ities have got in

is before Christmas, but many other priori ' .
?izew;gfsM;;y thanks to Dr. Frank Scheer for the fine Chrlstmai
card reproduced below - of a New York Central 4-6-4 Hudson

steaming down the Hudson River toward New York on a fine winter
day.

VIMY PILGRIMAGE COVERS -

Whitney Bradley asks if anyone has
examples of S-152, from S.S.Montrose earlier than November 25, 1935
or later than July 28, 1936 ? Also, can anyone definitely identify
two hammers ? One is reputed to have a smaller star at left,
0-411 - TOR.STRAT.& GODERICH - Dr. A.D.Campbell reports an example
with the year "8" instead of "38".
single digit years for this run ?

MRS.ALICE ROSBOROUGH - has decided to take over her late husband,

Irvine's study of R.P.O.s and remain with the Group. She mentions
that she sees our member Beverlie Clark frequently.

Dr. TED BOWEN has sent quite an amount of Canadian postage with his
renewal - many thanks, Ted. Several others have assisted in the
same way over the past year.
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Can anyone report any other
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U.S. rail firm
eyes CP tracks

By Mark Hallman

Financial Post

THE U.S-BASED holding company
for the largest regional rail net-
work in New England said yester-
day it wants to take over about 200
kilometres of track that CP Rail
System will abandon in New
Brunswick.

Privately held .Guilford
Transportation Industries
Inc. of North Billerica, Mass.,
may also purchase about 90 kilo-
metres of CP Rail track in Maine.

The New Brunswick track,
which reaches the port of Saint
John, and the Maine track are part
of the Saint John-Sherbrooke,
Que., line that CP Rail is shedding. _

Guilford believes it can make
money on the CP lines because it

has a lower cost structure and bet-
ter productivity. .

CP Rail spokesman Tim Hum-
phreys declined comment on the
Guilford plan until the company
submits a formal proposal. As its
first step, Guilford is seeking au-
thority from the New Brunswick
legislature to incorporate the New
Brunswick Terminal Railway.

Guilford’s Springfield Termi-
nal Railway Co. subsidiary has
extensive commercial links with
CP Rail — one example is a daily
intermodal train the two operate
between Chicago and a Boston
suburb via Albany, N.Y. Guilford
proposes to link up with the CP’s
Maine and New Brunswick lines at
Mattawamkeag, Me., 90 kilo-
metres west of the Maine-New
Brunswick border.

Guilford’s three railways, which

Already owned by
Springfield Terminal

include the Boston & Maine and
Maine Central, generate annual
revenues of US$100 million and
operate 2,400 kilometres of track.

Colin Pease,  executive vice-
president of Springfield Terminal,

said the railway would offer New:

Brunswick industries and the port
of Saint John direct access to the
U.S. Northeast for the first time. It
would also provide a link to the
U.S. Midwest and central Canada

emmm T0 be acquired
from CP

axzn Needed by
Guilford, but
purchase not
determined

via ST’s interchange point with CP
Rail at Albany, N.Y.

Humphreys said 20 companies,
including short-line operator Rail-
Tex Inc. of San Antonio, Tex.,
have expressed interest in buying
all or part of CP’s line between
Saint John and Sherbrooke:

CP has set a Friday deadline for
interested parties to submit
proposals.

**  C.P.R,STATION,SASKATOON.
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. Prototype ideas for your railroad

R T i
PP b Y AN

Clinton W. Morgan Jvr.

Left. A New York Central postal car in the act of snagging a mail bag at
speed in the 13930s. A tall step ladder platform was needed so the agent
could hang the bags. Fig. 1. Above. The Santa Fe eastbound Super
Chiet-El Capitan about to pick up a mail bag at Los Cerrillos. N. M., in
1962. The crane was a system standard. Fig. 2. Right. This Harrison type
crane was made of iron pipe with a cast-iron base. The bags used on
the Santa Fe had a rounded bottom. All bags were hung bottom-end up.

naii crane and caicher

Add the components of on-the-fly mail service

BY GORDON ODEGARD

OR MORE THAN 100 years U.S.

railroads provided fast and efficient
bulk mail delivery to most parts of the
country. The last run was made June 30,
1977. Full Railway Post Office (RPO)
carloads of mail were picked up and de-
livered to large metropolitan areas, while
smaller communities had the mail picked
up and delivered on the fly by fast-moving
mail trains. Modelers of the steam and
early diesel era may want to add this
kind of service to their own railroads.

While it would be somewhat difficult
to model a working pick-up and delivery

58 JULY 1886

system in any scale, the components of
the bag transfer system are useful for
lineside scenery and for car detailing. If
you're interested in building a working
system, refer to Sumner Busse’s article
“An operating mail crane” published in
the June 1979 issue of MR.

HISTORY

Back around 1870 George B. Arm-
strong invented the standard mail crane
and hook that made it possible for a train
to pick up mail sacks at speed. The hook,
or catcher, was fitted to railroad postal
car doorways, and the crane, or holder,
was installed on the ground along the
tracks near a station. A single mail bag

from ir,ltrank Scheer

with metal rings at top and bottom was
suspended from the crane. The mail clerk
in the postal car doorway swung the hook
out so it would snatch the bag as the car
went by. At the same time he kicked out
the bag of mail to be delivered. The photo
(above left) shows a New York Central
postal car in action in the 1930s.

The design of the machinery changed
very little over 100 years of service.
Mail hook specifications found in the
1879 Car Builder’s Dictionary are nearly
identical to those shown in the 1940 Car
Builder's Cyclopedia. The crane, or bag-
holding device, has had several configu-
rations, all using the same basic princi-
ples and proportions.

The NYC crane is a combination of
wood and metal. The arms swing paral-
lel to the track when not in use. On most
types these arms drop down after the
bag has been retrieved. -

The Santa Fe crane in fig. 1 had a post

made of 2 x 6 planks with metal arms.
The all-metal pipe crane in fig. 2 is a

R



Rich.ard Sl;inh_elmer
Harrison type, first made in 1903. The
leather mail pouch is supported on
springs at the ends of the arms.

Note that each crane type has a plat-
form or ladder, usually wooden, so the
agent can reach the crane arms to se-
cure the bag.

Figure 3 shows a mail hook fitted to a
Chicago & North Western postal/express
car about 1950. The hook can be removed
and turned to face either direction, on ei-
ther side of the car, with the center of the
door-frame mountings about 8'-9” above
the top of the rail.

The rectangular object just above the
left door mounting is a metal shield with
a glass bottom (front, actually) to protect
the eyes of the operator during the
catching operation. It measured about
9" x 12" x 6" deep.

MODELING THE CRANE

The fig. 4 drawing corresponds to the
pipe crane in fig. 2. All of the wire and
rod dimensions are for HO scale. Halve

brass rod

016™-dia. wire
or smail nut-boit-
washer castings

-5-
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IN-SERVICE
CONFIGURATION

4a

2"-thick
material

10"-dia.

Approximately 10°-0"
to track center line

4b

\

™. Y247 square

these measurements for N scale, and
double them for O scale: The model iste
be made from wire and soldered or ce-
mented together with ACC. The base is
turned from brass rod using an electric
hand tool and files. Flatten the ends of
the wire arms and drill as shown.

Extend the arms to model the crane
with a bag in place. See fig. 4a. Use the
out-of-service configuration of fig. 4b
without the bag.

A representation of a typical canvas
and leather mail bag is shown in fig. 4c.
It can be made from tissue (paint light
gray) with thin top and bottom file-card
seams (light brown) top and bottom, and
small wire rings to hook over the arms
of the mail crane.

Paint the crane white with a black
base. Make a step assembly from scale
styrene or wood (see fig. 4d), and stain
and weather it.

Mount the crane on extended ties posi-
tioned so ends of the extended arms are
about a scale 18" from the side of the

P

\To clear passing equipment by 18"-20"

o

OUT-OF-SERVICE
CONFIGURATION

Fig. 3. Mail hooks changed very little during the
100 plus years they were in use. The center line
of the car mounting was at the same height as
the center of a mail bag suspended on a crane.

Fig. 4 MAIL CRANE AND CATCHER

6"-dia. ﬁng?{:‘\&
5

.012-dia. wire 4
! ; 18°
g . N
: e Leather, Wire loop e T L
;. \[Q‘ \ F— » ~ .
v ~b 25 | .019"-dia. wire ‘(\
¢ : \>/>\ 012"dia. 7
3 Caniins 3 L "WIre eyes  space to fit
re door frame
- > B : \‘@i/
L . ¥."-wide strap
015™dia. " at center 4e carcrer
b wire
~ “— 019"-dia. wire
U
& &
.033"-dia. [ Y - b
wire ¢
Orill no. 86 | |--"(D S & L
(.033)— y / . N
~ Drill no. 76 (.0207)
\ Width to fit tie spacing 4d stees
» L;j 4v4"-dia.
4 x Turn from (), 3% dia.
¢ % b & widia

widest piece of equipment you operate. If
you model  the crane with collapsed
arms, the post mounting distance is not
critical, but should be about 10 feet from
the track center line. The crane should
also be positioned down line a scale 50
feet from the ends of the station plat-
form. Alexander Scale Models (no. 5900)
and Sequoia Scale Models (no. 2031) of-
fer HO crane kits

CAR HOOK

A simplified mail hook, or catcher, is
shown in fig. 4e. The wire sizes are for
HO scale. Make two small wire eyes for
each postal car door (usually 34" wide)
and mount in the frame. The open end of
the hook should face the direction of
travel. Cal-Scale (Bowser) has a brass
investment cast hook (no. 345) in HO
scale. The wind screen shown in fig. 3
can be filed to shape from styrene. I
would use a piece of clear casting sprue
from a plastic structure kit and paint all
but the viewing face black. @

MODEL RAILROADER 59
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.FIT BRI T'E
: BRAHD CLOTHINC

ry_man \vho wears a Fit- nte suit or overcoat
3 are of clothing he:can count on eyery time .
) It is the standard’of style wherever it is ‘worn.

ot ‘“It‘ls always thecl.pthmg for looks. and the
‘ clothmg for wear,

Better. clolhmg‘ cannol be made, or we would ‘

have ite .. u
Pnccs rangc from 31" 00 to 330 00

“FIT- RITE WARDROBF
: “.% .. JW. FOSTER CO. LTD.
Cor. Hasz‘mgs fand chbards bza.

P’HOJ\'I‘.’IzQH

»-~~The most modern up-to -dafe’ cafe in B, C.

Everylhmg new,"and all’ delicacies . to be
secured in North "America vare.. here
awaiting . your ngestx'on Wines, Etc.
b T R IR x L

" _Priy';i Le . P‘.arlo'rs‘ 'foi" all -Spgqial«"dccasions

626 Bastmgs St‘rcetw Uancouver ., C;

Figg . Wz

THE W'ESTEBN ‘GUIDE

Howard J’lmn—Vlcc-Pruxdent.........SL Paul, Minn.
R. I. Farrington—3nd Vice- President, ..St. Paul, Minn,
E. T. Nichols—8rd Vice-Presi ,.......New Vork N. Y
w. W, Broughton, GenL*Trafis’ Man, ,, St. Paul, Minn,
»C L. Secibert—Asst.’ Frt.5 Chlmn ‘Agt
J.* Costello—Asst. —Tnfﬂq ~Mg~r
Arcb. Gr;y—Aut. Gen. Frt. “ARL .
W. A. Ross—Asst. Gen.~Pass. Azt.
L. .G GAlmzn-—Altorney ¥ow
K. I {Burns—General t Agt. -
Slephen——Gcn::n,l_ Agt.
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Spec1a1 Large Rooms for dxsplay
fot Commercial Men. " *,

‘A Number . of . Needle Showar
--‘Baths on: each Floor.'# - ~s

'
"
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'

Bl (Hxs name is: eu‘r‘guaran(e:.)
; {-berary ‘and |, Bound " Magazines " '
2 for guests in’ Reading Room. -
~ A number of other. Features that -
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NEW MEMBERS - We welcome -

Eldon C.Godfrey Richard J.Chatfield #1807
2 Varbow Place N.W. 45 Kingsbhridge Garden Circle
Calgary, AB T3A OB6 Mississauga, ON L5R 3K4

Martin W.Scott
328 Sawyer Road
Oakville, ON L6L 3N7

Address Changes -

William Barry Jon Johnson
Box 33030 9604 Kalamalka Road
Regina, SK S4T 7X2 Vernon, BC V1B 1L3
We also welcome back - Jim Brown, Bob Soper, Lionel

Pereira, and Ted Woodward, who were somewhat late with their 1992-
93 dues.

Annual dues for 1993-94 are now payable. At present there are 15
Canadian members and 8 U.S.members unpaid. If there is a red X in
the square below, please remit $ 10.00 Cdn or $ 9.00 U.S. Cheques
should he made payable to W.G.Robinson. This will be your last

reminder Thankq for all your help.
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NEW LISTING- S-276C, Type 22I, 3/1/1909, RF 500*, From Bill Topping

DUES OWING - U.S. - Cammarata, Cohn, Colberg, Felton,
Goben, McCrea, Poore, Seymour, White.
Canada - Barry, Battersby, Clark, Forest,
Kaye, Miller, Mowat, Noble,
O0'Reilly, Price, Rpld Rlchards,
Rixon, Topplng, Walburn.
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