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BNAPEX '90 - The Galveston show is now history. There was one
R.P.O. exhibit - by our member Peter McCarthy - on the Montreal and
Toronto run which received a bronze medal. Ten members and two
visitors attended the annual meeting of the Study Group - and by
the time the meeting was over, one of the visitors had become a
member. Attending were - Harry Dingenthal, Ken Ellison, Jim Felton,
Jim Lehr, Palmer Moffat, Elwood Poore, Bob Prince, Clarence
Stillions, Frank Waite, and Bill Robinson - plus visitors Fred
Hollenbeck and Bob Jamieson (now a member). Jim Lehr was elected as
acting Chairman, and Bill Robinson re-elected as Secretary-
Treasurer. We will try to obtain a permanent Chairman and Vice-
Chairman during the year. Any Volunteers ? We are also looking for
someone to take over the Cowcatcher column in "Topics"™ now that Lew
can't handle it.

It was moved by Bill Robinson, seconded by Woody Poore that
Honorary Life Membership in the Study Group be conferred on members
Lionel Gillam and Gerry Wellburn in recognition of their many
contributions to the study of Canadian R.P.0.s over many years -
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. It was moved by Frank Waite, seconded by Jim
Lehr that the title of "Founder and Honorary Chairman” be conferred
on Lew Ludlow in recognition of his work - CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.
An extensive discussion was held regarding the existing catalogue
and annexes, and how these might be reprinted to the best advantage
in order to assemble the additional information in one place. Jim
Felton offered to assemble the eight existing annexes plus No.9
which should be issued next spring into one document for re-issue.
His offer was accepted. New members could then purchase a copy of
the catalogue plus one additional document with the cumulative
changes to date instead of having to make nine sets of
amendments.The status of Lew's proposed specialized book on
Newfoundland and the Maritimes was also discussed. Bill Robinson
will check on what has been written or is in the computer to see if
this can be published soon.

ROSTER; Please delete Harry Dingenthal as he has disposed of his
R.P.0. Collection, and Iain Neighbour as he is primarily interested
in British T.P.O.s and has decided to leave BNAPS. Please add -
Robert H.Jamieson, Box 518, Thornhill, ON, L3T 5Wl. Change Robert
Soper's address to 1155 Cartaret Street, Halifax, N.S., B3H 3P2.

ANNUAL DUES: At the meeting it was decided to charge $10.00 Cdn. or
$9.00 U.S. for the coming year. We have a healthy balance in the
treasury for the first time in years, so we have some cushion to
absorb the increasing cost of postage plus the goods and services
tax on January 1,1991. We should also be planning for the cost of
a special issue for #100 - which should be published in about two
years. If you owe 1991 dues, the box at right is ticked
in red. Please make out cheques to W.G.Robinson. ..../2
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The Newfie Bullet
b
Les H:Zrding

On the road past Harbour Grace I pull my small
rented car to a halt. Beyond me lies the community of
Carbonear, a fishing town occupied since the sixteerith
century; and beyond that the blue grey expanse of
Conception Bay. Rain had fallen all that morning.<A
few drops still speckle my windshield. The sky prom-
ises to remain overcast, what people here in New-
foundland call a “mawzy’ day.

From somewhere off to my left I hear a heavy metal
clanking. The sound is approaching. From behind a
clump of trees a miniature diesel locomotive huffs into
view pulling a single baggage car and a tiny red
caboose. It is train #232 from Brigus Junction. I
glance at my watch. Right on time! As the train creeps
by at scarcely more than a fast walking pace I cannot
help but think of the past. As a small child [ once rode
that very train, though at the time I had no idea that I
was participating in a legend.

Some Background: In the nineteenth century, the
building of what was to become a narrow-gauge rail-

way was thought by many in Newfoundland to be a -

&

Courtesy

Don wilson

reckless and even desperate experiment—The island--
was poor and the population was small and isolated in

hundreds of tiny outports. =

Yet, under a billowing cloud of acrid smoke and
dust, the Newfoundland Express (to use its official
title) wheezed into existence on the morning-of June
29, 1898. The newspapers of the day were afraid thatit
would scare the cows. Whether or not that happened,
for the nextseventy-one years, the passenger train that
was known as the ‘slowest crack train in civilization’,
and to a later generation of Canadian and American
servicemen as the ‘Newfie Bullet’ and even the ‘Newfie
Slug’; the train that routinely battled forty foot snow-
drifts, endemic derailments, washouts, butting con-
tests with herds of moose, and a track so rusty it could
be bent out of shape by the weight of its locomotives;
swayed, shook, rattled, bounced and bumped across
the island of Newfoundland and into the pages of

railroad folklore. ~

Only a train like the ‘Bullet’ would have stopped at
villages with names like Goobies, Rattling Brook and
p

3 J
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Come By Chance: or felt the need to advertise. “It is

the record of the railway that it has never killed a

passenger.”

Only the "Bulled would have hired a professional
windsnitfer. He was a septegenarian by the name of
Lauchie McDougall. Lauchie was handed 3140 a year

to walk the track and sniff out ‘big blows’. At a place
named, in his honour, McDougall Gulche, a gust once
blew fourteen treight cars off the track and into a
nearby brook. They took to chaining them down after
that whenever Lauchie recommended such a precau-
ton. So when a particularly strong wind came whip-
ping along, a box car or two was still likely to be blown
over and the track ripped up with it

The "Bullet” was destined to be more thrown into
place than properly constructed. Built of necessity, ‘on
the cheap’, with pick, shovel and horsecart, the
roadbed was rocky and at the best of times looked all
too temporary. The track climbed straight up the sides
of mountains, then plunged with brake-squealing
suddenness down slopes and zig-zagged crazily
through a veritable labryinth of ponds and bogs.
There was no room for frills on the ‘Bullet’. At one
time, on the entire line, there was nota single tunnelor
culvert and but one signal, that one in the switching
yard in St. John's. The cuttings beside streams were too
narrow and the embankments too steep. To save
money the track was made narrow. It was, and sull
remains, only three and one half feet across, compared
to four feet eight and one half inches, the standard
gauge in the rest of North America. The ‘Bullet’ thus
ran on the largest narrow-gauge railway in the West-
ern Hemisphere. It also had the curviest roadbed. Of
its seven hundred miles of track, an incredible six
hundred consisted of curves. It was often possible for a
train to be in the terrifying position of negotating
three curves simultaneously. On most railways, eurves
are constructed at an angle of no more than six de-
grees. Any sharper than that is considered to be un-
_safe. During the construction of the C.P.R. surveyors
walked off the job when asked to mark out curves of
ten degrees. In Newfoundland, curves of fourteen
degrees were commonplace.

When confronted by obstacles which even a four-
teen degree curve could not handle, the solution was a
slmplc one — up and over. Though the highest point
in Newfoundland is only 2,600 feet, the rate of climb
by the Newfoundland Express was higher than any-
thing found in the Rocky Mountains. It goes almost
without saying that on such a ra:lway. the steepest
inclines had a habit of occurring on the sharpest
curves. The poor passengers were pummeled about
like tennis balls. The legislation passed by the New-
foundland House of Assembly was not kidding when it
said, "The Railway intended to be constructed shall not
be whut is deemed in England or the United States o
be a first-class railway.”

By the comingof the Second World War conditions
on the \cwtc)undhnd Railway had not changed all
that much. Under the Lend-Lease programme,
American troops poured into the island. The United
States Army Corps of Engineers was appalled to tind
itself dealing with what was essentally a nineteenth
century transportation svstem. But as the condition of
the local roads had once been described as being only
“slighty better than thatof the secondary roads ot the
devastated areas of France in the years immediately
after the Armisuce,” the Americans had no choice but
to make use of the railway. Washington was obliged to
spend several millions of dollars on modern construc-

tion equipment, new rails, locomotives and rolling

stock.

Not far behind was the Canadian military. In 1940,
a delegation of high ranking RCAF officers began an
evaluatonofthe Newfoundland Railway. Before long,
a huge air force base was under construction at a place
called Gander Lake. The Canadians, like the Ameri-
cans, depended almost completely on the railway and
it did not let them down. Throughout the war, the
Newfoundland Railway served valiantly, transporting
thousands of men, machines and supplies, and mill-
ions of gallons of high octane fuel. But there was a
price to pay. The ‘Bullet’ was almost pounded to pieces
in the process.

Nobody knows for sure who coined the term *New-
fie Bullet’ but it was probably invented during the War.
The most likely explanation is that one of the Ameri-
can or Canadian servicemen stationed in Newfound-
land became a little more than sarcastic at the thought
of spending most of his precious weekend pass aboard
the slow old train.

For people accustomed to the fast efficient trains of
Canada and the United States, the ‘Bullet’ was a
never-ending source of frustration. Chronically un-
derpowered, overcrowded and late, its timetables were
meaningless. It was no exaggeration to say that the
‘Bullet’ was not exactly rapid transit. At an average
speed of about ten mph the ‘Bullet’ was not about to
break any records: Curious goats were reputed to have
outrun the train, hopped aboard and nipped the pas-
sengers. One engineer lost his job for daring to race
down the track at the unheard of speed of sixty.

Eventually, the frustration felt by those from ‘Up
Along’ would give way to mirth. With its scaled-down
rolling stock, miscellaneous creaks and squeaks, the
‘Bullet’ looked like a well-used toy. Despite the roller

coaster hills, hairpin turns and clouds of black soot

which wafted into the passenger compartments, the
troops grew to feel rather fond of the old ‘Bullet’. It
was so friendly and informal you could not help but
like it.

Even admitting to its deficiencies, which were
many, the ‘Bullet’ was much more than just a train. It

¢ ... /R
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convraued.

was a way of life and institution for the people who

rode it. A ride on the streak of rust’ (vet another ofits
many nicknames) was not merely a train trip. It wasa
make new

old songs

social gathering, a chance to see old friends,
a chance to have a party,
ajigin the aisles. There was always

ones; sing the
together and dance a

someone ready with an accordion or a mouth organ.

In 1949, Newfoundland voted by the narrowest of
margins to become Canada’s tenth province. The
whole Newfoundland Railway, along with the ‘Bullet’,
became Canadian National’s Newfoundland Division.
Millions of dollars was poured into new equipment
and rolling stock, but for the passenger service at least,
the end was in sight. Though CN still operates a freight
service in the province (even that has been recently

called into queston) the "Bullet, as such, 1s gone.
Astde from a few remnanis, such as the one 1 had
just seen, the "Bullet” was replaced in 1969 by 4 fleet of
gleaming new highway busses. More efficient> Un-
qucstinn:iblyf On ume? Yes! But still, a sad commen-
tary on our times. After all, what other mode of trans-

portation but the "Newfie Bullet” would make an un-
scheduled stop to let its passengers pick blueberries?

It was thoughts like these that filled myv mind as 1
drove on past the level crossing. In the distance train
#9232 looked small and lonely.

Les Harding is the author of a forthcoming book on

NEW BRUNSWICK/ P.E.I

EMERGENCY HAMMER -

the Newfie Ballet.
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':Ke'y- Dates in Postal History

1734 First mail route in
Canada between Quebec
City and Montreal. 1

1755 Halifax, N.S., first .
British post ofﬁce in the
Dominion.

1765 Letter rate set at 4d
(fourpence) between any

© two seaports in America.
Regular mails to Boston
and New York.

N.3.

£ AR

Al though there
a 38~cent stamp,

1989.

and

Father Larry walker

is no year shown in
the Oblate serial
The return address is
Extension of useage by five years will be
Annex IX.

N

1851 First stamps issued by

the Province of Canada: 3d
Beaver, and 12d Queen
Victoria.

1851 First railway mail
service sortationon
Montreal-Windsor line.

1851-1867 The Provinces

operate the postal se,r-vicesf

1859 Decimal currency
introduced: One cent

Queen Victoria, five cent
Beaver.

1859 First street letter boxes
in Canada located in
Toronto.

1859 Parcel Post introduced.

1867 Confederation:

- Dominion-wide postage.

1874 First letter carrier
service introduced in
Montreal.

1875 First registration
stamps introduced.

1878 Canada becomes a

member of the Umversal
Postal Union.

1859 Letter rate is three
cents per ounce.

“1898 Christmas Day rharks :

the beginning of the two
cent rate from Canada to
Empire locations.

1898 Special Delivery stamps
introduced.

1899-1915 Letter rate two
cents within Canada.
(Reprinted from Triangle
News.)

" | Public Affairs, B.C. and Yukon Postal District
Room 608 - 349 West Georgia Straet

Yancouver. R.C.
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C.P.R. Locomotive 314, 1887. Photo courtesy of the Whyte Museum of the Canadian Rockies ‘

( David Aldridge collection). |

A very similar locomotive to No.374 which brought the first

through passeng
the picture was taken at Field,

er train into Vancouver.

The background indicates
B.C.
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LACHINE RAILROAD
Jnm- Faanow, Supt.. Montreal.

1852 Timetable and fine 1855

10 20 122014 2¢

MONTREAL &
. F. Corris, Pres., Montreal. Canada.
uomnBAL [m 24 3d ith)
To LACHINE. mTrnTrnTm
TRAING LEAYE ln. l T
me.. . 000 1001 1200

Trn

4 0015 30|

Sthy 6th}

Tﬂ'E point with

e

S
Tr'n 2{Trn

5th) Bth
Tru

* Coanccts at this!

‘v |'Tence & Atlantic R.R. [
,wm helow. Also, St.

’Lt'rem &
55017 20/ plain R.R.,see below.

cover oI the St.Lawrence and
Atlantic Railway from the
collection of our former
member -Dr. Beb.Chaplin.

St. Law.

Cham-
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[

; p s = e
Ca. I v:\<.c'/¢—/z -.}
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| %
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Rouse’s Pir 3
see page §3; Also

A Typicat Page from the “American Railway Guide for the
__United States” of January, 1852, Same Size as the Original
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Don Wilson about four ships
addition to thHe Railway Coasta ~‘red or

contract cratt| -

S.5.0THAR: Registered St.John's 1907. Built Christiania, Norway,
1885. Iron. 77'3"long, 15'8" beam, 11' depth of hold, 37 tons net,
74 tons gross. Screw steamesr, 25 HP.{Newfoundland Produce Co.Ltd.,
St.John's, NF.)
o3

’

~

S.S.UBIQUE: 1 St.John's 1903. Built Bay of Islands, NF,
1902. Wood. 38'4" 11'0" beam, 5'4" depth of hold, 7 tons net,
12 tons gross.| Sc samer, 16 HP.(Owner not known)

S.S5.ACTIVE Registered fohn's 19306. Built Dysart, Scotland,
1893, Wood. 72'2" long, 16'8" Beam, 8'5" depth of hold, 22 tons
net, 60 tons gross. Screw Steamer. (George M.Barr, St.John's).
5.5.LOUISE: Registered St.John's 1908. Built Paisley, Scotland,
«¥882, Iron. 119'6" long, 21'1l" beam, 10' depth of hold, 64 tons
net, 110 tons gross. Screw steamer, 60 HP.(Anglo-Newfoundland Fish
Ex

porting Co.Litd. 17 Pitt Street, Liverpool).

= Tnfntmatiﬂn from the Mercantile Navy List anc
Maritime Di ry for the years 1907 to 1911. The firms mentioned
in pa"~n‘H~:es above could have been owners, part owners or sim;
managers.

{ L’
\‘T
Q

THE  SECOND: C.P.R.STATION - VANCOUVER, B.C.: Just to give you
something from the other coast, here is a fine postcard view of the
second C.P.R.Station under construction at the foot of Granvill

Street about 1906 - courtesy of Palmer Moffat. The first small
station was built in 1887, while the third was built after World
War One and is now used as the Sea-Bus terminal for ferries across
Burrard Inlet, and as a home for high-class boutiques. All

passenger service was removed when Via-Rail took over, and their

o

trains use the former C.N.R. passenger statlon on Main Street.
S S 9% ‘ ‘ s
o 1

{on, Vascouver; BiGr -t~
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