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ORAPEX 1990 - This Issue is being produced in time for the 1990
show of the Ottawa Public Service Recreational Association ( The
R.A.) Stamp Club which is being held from April 27 to 29. Your
Editor will be showing his British Columbia Coast Steamer mark-
ings, and delivering a slide lecture on these markings. This is
one of the newly authorized National Level shows sanctioned by
the Royal Philatelic Society of Canada, and deserves our support.
President Lew Ludlow and your Zditor plan to attend and to hold
an organizational meeting for a B.N.A.P.S. Regional Group in the
Ottawa-Montreal area. Such a Group is long overdue.

Editorial Comment on the Via Rail cuts -
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NZW MEMBERS - Wwe welcome -

Lorne W.Mackie Peter Waugh

Box 7, Stn T 19639 Poplar Drive
Calgary, AB P?itt Meadows, BC
T2H 2G7 V3Y 1Z3

A few members are being reminded of outstanding
dues with this issue. Please send in your $8 US or 310 Cdn as
soon as possible. We hope that this payment may carry us over
into 1991 as higher duplicating costs have not materialized.
Please make cheques payable to W.G.Robinson.
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This postcard may have spent 14 years on the train! A Mr. E. N. Bentley

of Halifax sent a postcard (Webb #P14) to Mr. Frank Cox, Postmaster, Upper
Stewiacke, Col. Co., N.S. dated April 17, 1894 with the message stating

Mr. Bentley would pay the highest price for some Cattle that the postmaster
had for sale. The card is postmarked #MA-62, HALIFAX & AMHERST/M.C.
WEST/AP 18/94. The card apparently went on its way, a trip of about 60
miles. But it didn't arrive until over 14 years later, as evidenced bv

the receiving backstamp UPPER STEWIACKE/N.S. JY 13/08! The first thing
that comes to mind is perhaps it just got lost in the mails, but one would
not think in the mailcar, or maybe could have the card slipped down behind
some desk or shelf in the mail car? On the front of the card is an
American RPO cancel CHI. FT. MAD. & K.C./R.P.0O. dated TR. 9/JUL/8/1908.
This was a Santa Fe Railroad line, Chicago, Fort Madison, and Kansas City.
Is it possible that the original mail car HALIFAX & AMHERST/M.C. may have
been sold to the Santa Fe and the card was found by the American RPO clerks?
After 14 years, possibly all on the train, this card was delivered. I
wonder if the cattle ever got sold?

inother Nova Scotis item - part of Halifax & South Western Ky.
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From COMMUNIQUE:

Railway Mail Service,
An Historic Postal Era

In 1854 it took ten and a half days of
plodding, tortuous trial-by-horseback to
deliver a letter to Quebec City from Wind-
sor, Ontario. Three years later the time to
travel this 1400-mile run was reduced to
one-fifth; a letter could be delivered in the
then incredible time of 49 hours.

This remarkable feat was accomplished
by the use of travelling railway post of-
fices (with men sorting the maii en route),
which were initiated in 1854 on the short
run between Niagara Falls and London,
Ontario.

The development of the railway post
office in Canada is inseparably linked to
the establishment of the Canadian railway
systems, which turned vast untamed
stretches of land into a nation. Before the
advent of the railways, mail communica-
tion was infrequent, slow, and in many
cases, sporadic, depending as it did large-
ly on the mail courier who travelled on
foot, on snowshoes, by canoe and, where
possible, on horseback.

The year 1886 saw the completion of
the Canadian Pacific Railway, and on 28
June of the year a train with a mail car at-
tached left Montreal, arriving at Port
Moody, British Columbia, on 4 July, hav-
ing completed the first cross-Canada trip.

In 1889 the first convention of the
Railway Mail Clerks’ Association was held
in Toronto, and in 1897 a Railway Mail
Service Branch under a controller was
established at headquarters in Ottawa.

Once considered the elite of the postal
corps, the railway mail clerks (RMC's)
travelled the rails ’a mari usque ad mare,”’
ensuring swift, reliable service of mails to
points near and far.

Dubbed the “fast mail,” the unique
post office on wheels has become a part
of Canadian postal history. But for
decades, as steam engines chuffed

Don Upton (Campbeliton), Jack
Maclean (Truro), Bill Cody (Camp-
bellton), Bob Garland (PM, Sussex),

Vince Watt (Truro).

Magazine of

vapour, sparks and cinders across the
countryside, mail clerks, in their own per-
sonal empires behind the locomotives,
slung sacks, sorted letters, entered
registers, and protected their cargo from
all possible danger. At large settlements
the train would stop and mail would be
picked up and delivered. At smaller towns
clerks would throw a locked mailbag from
the speeding train and operate an iron bar
and hook device attached to the train to
snatch a community’s outgoing mail from
a catchpost. One old RMC likes to tell of
the time he missed the mailbag but
managed to snag a freight car on another
track. When the iron bar and hook were
finally released, the hook was completely
straightened.

Stan Smith, Jack Cillis, Ted Kaine (all
of Saint John)

The men who served on these swaying,
lurching platforms were unequalled in
their dedication to sesging that ‘the mails
got through.” Hours before a train was
scheduled to pull out, RMC's, working in
their cramped quarters, would be busy
sorting the mail. All efforts were directed
to conserving as much storage area as
possible, as this type of space on a train
was tremendously e»pensive. When the
train moved into a station, the bags of
mail would be ready for transferring to
another line or for dropping off to a local
post office.

It would be common for a man to be
out three days on a round trip, working
long hours in the speeding car, racing
against time and the volume of mail.

In the early days the cars were con-
structed of wood, but by 1949 all-steel
cars were used on main lines and rein-
forced wood or all-steel cars on branch
lines. These cars could be anywhere from

-7 the Atlantic Postal Region, 13/4

15-foot “‘apartment’’ cars on snort iines 1o
72-foot full-length cars on trunk lines.
And the cars were not exactly luxury
suites. Inside they were crammed to the
roof with sorting equipment, bag racks,
sorting cases, opening tables, and every-
thing needed in a regular post office. Ex-
cept for public and financial transactions,
every operation of a post office was car-
ried on in the limited and sometimes poor-
ly lighted confines of those four walls.

For the RMC's these cars were home
when they were on a long run. Here they
would stretch out on mailbags to relax or
prepare their meals whenever they could
find a spare minute. Some ‘‘cooks”
would put a pot roast to simmer on the
gas range, while the potatoes baked in
the gas lights. Of course, not all clerks
were gourmets; on one run a clerk put a
can of beans in the gas light to heat and
then forgot about it. It exploded and he
was picking beans out of the sorting
cases for months.

Railway mail clerks were constantly
working against time; as long as the train
was on schedule their connections would
be met, but if a train dropped so far
behind that a connection was missed, it
was the clerk-in-charge who had to plan
the best possible means of ensuring
delivery of the mail. All the RMC’s had to
have at their fingertips an encyclopedic
knowledge of every rail and truck connec-
tion on their roiite

Efficiency was given the utmost priori-
ty. The post office had a record of
everyone who handled a letter. If a letter
was sent to the wrong city through a
mistake in sorting, its route was traced,
the culprit identified, and a record of error
entered against his name. Many of the
RMC’'s were so efficient that they had
practically no errors charged against
them. Their knowledge was subject to an
annual examination, and if they did not
make a minimum of 90 percent, they lost
their yearly salary increase. Perhaps even
more important, if they made below 97
percent they lost prestige in the eyes ot
their fellow workers. Most made 99 per-
cent to 100 percent.
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From Mike Street - Your Editor exhibited an introductory

collection at the Brantford Stamp Show, 1989, by invitation,

Card mailed in 1914
when post oftices
were found on trains

3y Anne Jarvis
-xpositor Staff

Eliza’s postcard read: ““'We are
1w on the Arrow Lakes and getting
ff the boat at Makusp to get a
irink. You should be along to get
ne, too.”

The card was mailed to E. A.
Jones of Austin, Man., on June 16,
1914,

Now it’s part of Canada’s history
— not because of what Eliza wrote,
but because of the postage stamp
she used.

That stamp was part of the
Brantford Stamp Club’s show at
Woodman Drive Community Centre
on Saturday.

Eliza’s postcard was carried by
the Columbia and Kootenay Naviga-
tion Co.'s steamer and then by the
Canadian Pacific Railway. The navi-
gation company began taking mail
across the lakes in 189% and CPR
bought the company in 1897.

That was when post offices were

on trains. They’re not now, and

that's why the collection, owned by
Biil Robinson of Vancouver, attracts
interest.

Mailed from Alberta

“ A note on the back of an enve-
lope mailed from Alberta in 1834

read: “Return letters to: CP Mail

Co. End of Track. CPR.” .

By the time the next letter was

* written, in 1885. from the other side

of the Rocky Mountains in British
Columbia, the End of the Track Post

. Office had been established.

“A guy (working on the railway)
might write home when he’s in Cal-
gary, but by the time his mother
gets the letter and writes him back

. be might be 100 miles ahead,” ex-

plained Mike Street of the British
North America Philatelic Society.
“So the post office travelled with
construction.”

The history of the building of the
railway can be traced in the stamps.

Another collection showed when
the Boer War started. ““Rule Britan-
nia,” proclaimed a postcard from
1898. A refined woman wearing a
strapless gown and jewels sits be-
tween a lion and a shield with the
Union Jack. A ship tlying the flag
can be seen in the background.

“You would be hard put to see
this today,” Mr. Street said. “But
that's how people felt.”

There was a collection on mili-
tary stamps, one on Christmas
stamps and another on stamps from
Australia. That coliection belongs to
Gordon Parsons, who organized the
show.

-1 used to collect the world.
Then I cut back to the Common-
wealth. Now [ just collect coun-
tries,” Mr. Parsons said.

Collectors specialize

The 10 exhibits, from Brantford,
Kitchener, Hamilton, Stoney Creek,
Burlington and Vancouver, were in-
vited because each collector special-
izes in a different kind of stamp.

There was no competition. The
club just wanted to “‘show the range
of things people can get interested
in and work on,” Mr. Street said.

The local club started en an old
four-wheel streetcar in 1938, Mr.
Parsons said. “‘One guy was sitting
looking at a catalogue (of stamps).
He was a stamp collector. Another
guy saw him and got interested.
They got talking and that's how the
club started.” - iy

There are now 55 members.

~

U N )?ﬁ

= . ) 3nan Thompson, t;,géﬁ
Stamp collector Ray Davies of Toronto studies stamg
sale Saturday at Woodman Park Community Centre.
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Newfoundland Gulf and Coastal

189Y8-1987" - from member Don Wilson
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