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DELAYED MAIL - Because of the wanderings of your Scribe and his

wife folloylng the Annual Meeting, this issue has been considerably
delayed. We toured Zimbabwe, Botswana and South Africa during the
month of Ocpober, saw lots of wild animals, and even saw and rode

on some trains. The Zimbabwe National Railways still use many coal-
fired steam locomotives, and we saw several at Victoria Falls. At
the border there, diesel locomotives of the Zambian Railways take
over and propel the freight trains - mainly tank cars - across the
great arch bridge over the Zambezi gorge and into Zambia. We also
toured the Blue Train in Johannesburg Station, but were unable to
obtain reservations. They are booked up over a year ahead. Instead,
we travelled to Capetown on the regular train - The Trans-Karoo
Express. It was a most interesting trip of some 26 hours., For the
first f}fty miles or so we were pulled by a coal-fired steam
locomotive, then by a diesel, and for some distance into Capetown

by an electric locomotive - including passage through a new 10km
tunnel through one of the mountain passes. The entire line is
electrified, with power being generated by coal-burning steam plants.
All South African Railways have a three-foot six-inch narrow gauge,
and this main line had heavy welded steel rails on concrete ties.

It was a pleasant journey with good food economically priced and
well served in the air-conditioned dining car. There was also no
evidence of racial discrimination on the trains, or on airplanes

or any public buses we saw. Black, white and in-between were all
using the same transport. We also saw another steam train called
the Otenikwa Choo-Choo which still operates a mixed train daily each
way from Mossel Bay to Knysna on the Indian Ocean shore of Cape
Province. The trains still carry bagged mail, but there was no
evidence of sorting on the trains. The long air flights between
Vancouver, London and Johannesburg were exhausting, but the experience
was well worth it.

1989 ANNUAL MEETING - Held on Saturday Afternoon, September 23,

with 31 members and guests present - one of our largest gatherings.
The 1988-89 report as printed in the last Newsletter was presented
and adopted. 19Y89-9Y0 study Group dues were set at $10.00 Cdn. on
motion of Messrs.Waite and Bradley. The present Ufficers were
elected for another year, but the Editor advised that he wished

to be relieved next year and asked for a volunteer. The matter of
a Vice~Chairman was tabled until next year. It was recognized

that an index is required for the Newsletter articles, but no action
was taken at this time. It was noted that R.P.0O. exhibits were
entered this year by Messrs. Anderman, Ludlow, McCarthy and Stalker.
Exhibits on other subjects were displayed by Messrs.Altken, Brown,
Burega, Covert, Harrison (Grand Award),.Johnson and Narbonne. This
Study éroup is certainly active. The Group encouraged John Aitken
to show his Centennial era R.P.0O.s, and Dr.John McCrea his cross-
border material. Several new members were welcomed, and fine talks
were given by our members Dr.Alex.(Sandy) Campbell - as shown on
pages 3 to 6 of this issue, and John Affcen on wreck mail from train
wrecks. This will be printed in a future issue. Both were very
interesting, and well received by the meeting. Whit Bradley showed

photographs of the Midway, B.C. Station (now a museum), and of a
w_McCulloch, who supgrvised

f Andr
%%gqggi §§ﬁ§e§n3°o§2§a%§§3rgf°the %e%tle alley Railway. See inside.
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MIDWAY STATION - Terminus of the Nelson

& Midway R.P.O.

ANDREW McCULLOCH PLAQUE - at Midway.

Anyone interested in the history of the Kettle Valley Railway
should ontain a copy of "McCulloch's Wonder" by Barry Sanford,
published by Whitecap Books Ltd., 2229 Jefferson Ave., West
Vancouver, 5.C. V7V 249, 1977, cost #12.95.
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Tzlk given by Dr.i.D.Campbell at the 1989 innual HMeeting -

fifty years ago this month I was travelling b, train
to a village called Grafton, winich is located just east of
Cobourg.

s we were leaving Cobourg tre conductor came %to me
and saids

"Tnis traln Zoesn't stop at urafton, we just slow
down to throw off the mail."

It was from that very moment that my interest in mail
hy rail besan,

“dy subject today is not X.P.U.'s or mail by rail, but
rather unforseen occurences on the railroads, In my case
the conductor's statement was certainly unexpected.Xortunate-
ly for my peace of mind he came back to say:

"Since some idiot sold you a ticket, we will have to
stop."”

fad the train not stopped, the possioble course of
events is described in the "iMarkham fconomist" in 1375:

"Just as the passenger train on the lToronto and Nip-
issing was clear of the station at Unionvidlle, and run-
ning at the rate of 12 miles an hour, an old man sud-
denly leaped up from his seat, rushed to the platform
and bounded off, turni;igz about 40 somersaults before
ne brouzht up against the fence. In a snort time he
appearad at the station, looking all around, and
them exclalimed:

"What an old fool! I thouzht I left my umbrella here
and jumped off the car to get it, and now, hang me if

I don't remember chucking it under the seat.,”

In 1838 when the locom tive "Samson" arrived at Pictou
wharf it was sreeted by one of the greatest Highland parties
that Nova Scotia has ever sean.

Since that time it has been the custom that the appear-
ance af the first train was the signal for great jubilation.
On November 29, 1381 the rails of the Gesorgian Bay and Lake

Erie Railway were laid into the town of Wiarton.
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In keeping with tradition, the citizens were prepared
“or this event. Wnen the flazag-decked locomotive drew up,
because, at least in part, of tneir expectations of what
the railway could do for tnem,the crowd burst into cheers

4%)

and the band|bezan to play. In some locatiuns = 'celebrat-
ion like this called for the firing of cannon. Jiarton did
not appear to have cannon, an omission they inight shortly
resret,

ity of laser bser was presented to the train
aded it onto the train, and then, within twenty
its arrival, the train departed.

“he crowd was stunned. Tne celebration came to an
abrupt halt, the speeches unsaid, the thirsts unguenched.
The people of Wiarton made up for it the next year,
traffic oficially commenced. Over 5,000 ceople arrived
on “our trains and on 2 -umber of boats. Beer was not
nentioned in the account, nor, for that matter,cannon.

Another celebration never really got off the ground
in December 1895 when the Tillsonburg, Lake Zrie & Pacific
Railway running between Port Burwell and Tillsonburg was
to mnake its first trip. The train has barely left Port ‘ﬂD
Burwall wvhen the locomotive slid off the tracks and was -
buriled in deep aud.
ble
11

Accounts of accidents usually occupy a consider
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amount o7 space in histories of the railways. Uesp. .1l
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trne salety measures that have been instituted, a ciden
t

vy
h} by o
ne

will continue to be an orngoing problem. Unexpected

S

~

may be Hut mention will be m:de of only a few, mostly local

\ short distance from here, on March 12,1857, a Great
wastern train went off the bridge over the Des Jardins
“anal, The dsath toll was 60, the worst diseaster up to
that time on a railroad that had been plagued with accid-

M
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ollisions were frequent contributers to the accident .

-

3

scene. Other trains,psdestrians, and other objects both

stationary and moving were participants in these events.
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Animals probably sustained more than thelr share o! the
damage. It hus been said that the early trains travelled
only by day, as the lack of fences resulted in the dest-

f so much livestock at nignht.

-

ruction o
ar. encounter on September 15,1885, between ~.T.

3araum's 6% ton elephant Jumbo and a freight, Jumbo came
off second oest. This accident put St. Thomas in the un-

enviable position of being known only as the site of

one would nhardly expect to meet an elephant in this
country, but one trespasser which is usually disposed to
dispute the right of way is the mooss. Their hostility
was increased with the introduction of diesels whose air
horns sounded like their mating call. Changing the tone
of the horns resulted in a decrease in moose fatalities.

Collisions, derailments and other disasters I have
mentioned just to remind you that these incidents also
took place before anyone thought of VIA Rail.

There was an unexpected development Ifor the Buffalo
& Lake Huron lailway in 1866. They found themselves in-
volved in a war, or at least in an armed incursion.lheir
railyards were the first objectives of the Fenians who
crossea from Black Creek and landed north of Fort crie.
The reacticn of the railway was to make off with all the
rolling stock in one long, but slow train.The rfenians set
off in pursuit in a handcar, but gave up at Six iile Creek
where they burned the bridge and tore up scme track.

further involvement by this line was in conveying
militia oy train from Port Colborne to Ridgeway.They
assaulted the Fenians there, and when they lost the battle,
retreated, in good order, by train.

’he Waterloo Chronicle on farch 8,1923, reported an
unusual occurrence which took place in the same locality.
Their neading was "Man Goes hkad On Train.”

Bitten by mad dogs three years ago,reter Herrisk,
“ormer Rochester dog catcher, now a Buffalonian,was
suddenly seized by a violent attack od madness
while on the rrain from Niagara ialls to Buffalo on
Jednesday, throwing into a panic hundreds of

fassengers.
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The man, frothing at the mouth, raged through the
train, screanming, snapping and clawing at the pass
angers, conductor uooper,;~armed, threw off a messase
at Black Rock as the train was speeding dy the
station, then ran into the car, holding a newspaper
and jamming it into Herrick's wouth to prevent him
from bitinzy anyone.At the station ollowing a twenty
minutel battie with four :LLin“ otficials, he was
taken [to hospltal where ne calmed down and was
allowed to zZo homa,

=

At thig point it nad been 4y iatention maxe some

e rail-

-~ o . - lecs oy =g y - o e Za P S )
profound remarks aoout the pressnt state

ways.As there is 1little that nc

O
th
ready said,
as

you are spared this and any fucrther resarks well,.

Lr. Campbell did in fact go
on to deliver a hilarious up-
dating of our famous L.DER &
83T, controversy of a few years
a2go - culminating in the
revelation of the newly found
Tacing slip shown at left.
suitable samples were given
to all the members present,
and additional copies are
enclosed for those who were

absent.

"he Group's appreciation was
shown to Jr.Campbell in the
usual way, but these facing
slips will, no doubt, cause
chuckles for many a month.

The second excellent presentation at the Annual Meeting
was given by member John iitken, and it should be covered

in our next issue.
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Courtesy of Dr.Frank Scheer =
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"TRANBSIT POSTMARK?"
The R,P.0. & H.P.0. Magazine. _

Vol. 7, No. 8, AUGUST 1951, Whole # 44.

10¢ a copy. Raleigh, Tenn. $1.00 a year.:
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RAILWAY MNMAIL BSBERVIOGCE IN CANADA.

It has been quite a while since we have published any news of the RMB
of Canada, Recently one of our readors mentioned that she had a cover
from Canada with several R.P.0. postmarks, named four and sald there
were two others she could not make out. Bhe also asked "How do they do
1t9% I do not recall that she mentioned it was a registered letter but
anyway I requested the loan of the cover, thinking I might be able to
tell her the name of the other marks. The cever is very interesting.
It appears that most of the slerks enroute backstamped the cover, The
cover had printed notation that it contained a Kodak Color Enlargement

to & ye
une 17, 1950 and I wag able ko trase it from the town of origin Yo

port.of enfry et (hicago. I b of books igsued by the Railway
‘Mall Bervice, Post Office Dep gneda dated June 1950 and by

referring to these schedules it was easy %o sec how the letter travel-
led. There are 3 books, titled "BSchedule:of Mall Trains and Water
Services" Bast districts embrace Newfoundland, P.E. Island, N.Bs, N.Bs,
and P.Q. Central districts comprises Ontario (East of Port Arthur).:
Western districtas are Ontario (Wesii of Pt.Arthur), Manitobla, Sask.,
Alberta, end B.C. Here are the postmarks but not necessarily as theoy

Wwere arranged on the back of the cover, :

Thero was also double circle type Chicago, Ill.
Reg. Div. Jun 20 1950 and Lincoln Nebr. Jun 21,
Lincoln, Nebr, (Sta. 2) Registered Jun 22 1950.
Canada postmarks all in black, USA red. Note VI
for June in the Tatamagouche postmark, There were
no killers on any of these backstemps. - n Y
I consulted the Schedule for Eastern Districtse, finding on page 5 index
that Plotou & Oxford Jot was ligted undor the Halifax Distrioct on page
48, Plctou & Oxford Jot., R.P.0. route 20, Canadian National Roiiwaje
782 niles. Train 334 left Oxford Jot at 2:05 pm and pasaed thru
Tatemagouche at 3354 pm, The journey begins. Train 334 arrived Pistou
5:35 pm., Then it 1s 16 miles to New Glasgew but there is no mail clerk
on this train New GlasgoWw & Pictou, route £2, BC Sroin 366 left Plctou
5:46 pm arrived N. Glasgow 6335 pm. Eery conaection was made with
Sydney & Truro RP) trzin € which had leoft Pydney at 8:;30 pm and went
by New Glasgow at 3;35 au nexi mo™ilng. Page 50 saowe this is a CN Ry
route 23 and 226 niles but o2y 43 rilss from N. Glacgow to Truros Tr
8 arrivec Truio 5:00 am. Inda¥ ghowi Halircox « Moncton on pags 28.

. Hallfaz & Moncton RPC 139 pilok <3N Fy wovte £, Train 650 left Halifax
8316 a1 pcesad Trurc 9:50 &1, arrired. Mncbon 1:53 o 125 miles, Page
63 skows Lonoten & Cemphallion FPO 187 niled () vy .cute 187 niles 742,

- Tradr 50 1efS Lioncton 2:16 o1 errived Jarpbsiica 7:15 pn (Atlantic



‘Hemi1ton am:’%stricv 7 Toron'so) route 220 w"w
5 1e$t_kéronto

a=az=d ’:

-8-

tine), Perhaps theése two routes wers previously known as Hallfex & T
pbellton and the old postmazkor 1s still uged.

Canpbellton & Levis RPO 1s urnder She Quebec dls vlﬂt Page 84 =nows
this as route 65 CN Ry 3C3% niles. Trailn 69 Je*u mepbe*Lton 5540 po
(Eastern time) arrived Levis 4:10 am. The cover deee hot show Ponw"&W’
of Levis & Montreal RPO but this 1is on page 106. CN Ry roube 7% and
161 mlles. Train 59 left Levis 4:30 am arrived Montreal 8:45 an.
Montrcal & Toronto RPO on page 158 1s route 206 CN* Ry 333 nileu _Train
9 left Montreal 2:15 an arrived Toronto 7:45 pn. . :

There is no "T,L.& S. RPO" shown, this evidently boing an old postmar&
Toranto, London: & Sarnie, . :

8o A%:was necessary:to consult: the book Central Diatriéts. ﬂoronto &
ndn“xBPO*ia sbown but 1t only has train 21 and*sszynhﬁia”tha‘oavsr‘

300 pn arrived Henilton~I0:55 pm. Next. id
on:page 106:but this train-only goes-as:far ’

11ton & Windeor RPO route: 253 /CN Ry 190%
dont, ‘Train 15 left ‘Henilton 10¢58 pm
8a; are mm;mctz 8 London. The final:0e

en coﬁnection 18
nade. The books contain 225, 190, ‘énd 252 pages-of information and time
It 1s 1ppossiblc to show all this data in "ransit Postrark" but ‘we -
have prepared a check-list of the current Railway Post Office routes
of Canada which we hope will be a help to you in identifying Canada
RPQ covers. Obsolete routes are not shown, tho thelr postmarks may -
gt1ll be used. Some postmarks use abbreviations or initials of offices.

On Bept. 24th, Canada will issue a set of stamps commemorating the .
Centenary of their first adheslve stamps. Theme is progress in Trans-
portation. 4¢ showing trains, 5% boats, 77 alrplane over staegecoach.
The 15¢ will reproduce original 3 pence "beaver" stamp. I will like to
hear of use of these transportation stamps on appropriate rallroad
RPO or boat TPO routes with early or first day u

!HHHH”!"H'!%'H!! R R TR R R RS B R R R TS 88 ;H!(Hl?’ﬂn!ﬁl”ﬂ”fﬂﬁﬂiiﬂﬂ tliﬂ !Iﬁ%{ﬂ“”ﬁdﬂl“i"ﬂ'
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2 Wbuiétgou 1ike to geggrgha sats§f~$he,ﬂEE%ﬁIlL”ﬁGHEDUB&Sﬁ,
;. mell tralne as used by the U, 8. Rallway: Postal Olerks thi
-7 . dietribube the mail on the t%ains? & complete set : o
. 36 R..M, B. Division books may-be obtained by: you for

- one. dollar to cover expense of postage, paskin@, etc

and. trucka that handle mails An Ganada, alae how ‘and’ wh

n.,Each book showe time of departure end arrival at tarminl of .
- every mall train together with time at all Jjunotion points - .

where connections are made enroute, togoether with all necessary y
" information ebout each Rallway Post Office mizeage oEe. . s

Wy Thesa achedules have beon accumulated over & ario& of’féara.*?-"

. and have been assembled into sets for d&stribueion S ORly e~ o8

" . limited number of complete sets are availlablo, . - 81,@&\ s W
n - . .GIDEON G, RYDER, Box 1245, BOSTON 4, MASS:, U;8.A, fe ool
unnnnnuunnuunuunnnnnnunnﬂnnuunnﬂuunﬁnunuuunnnnuuunuu&,nuwnnuunnﬂﬂﬁnnnu
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Courtesy of Ken Ellison - from a 1916 Almanac

CANADIAN PACIFIC

THE WORLD’'S GREATEST HIGHWAY.

RAILWAY MILEAGE 1886 1896 1906 1916
OWNED. LEASED, AND +.631 MILES 7131 MILES 12684 MILES. 18 234 MILES
CONTROLLED BY CPR N o~ [ ‘\
LOCOMOTIVES ] i Ii A T e
OWNED BY CPR 2 AR SV
1886 1896 Foioasy By i e St s
372 584 2 sttt

1906 1016, PNl 0 =3 LR :
1100 2255, (ead)  Gailes 2/ ) e

| v b e e e el Sl =
PASSENCER CARS Y e e S e e e e L i

A &Lﬂ%ﬁ%@ﬁ ElalENdus TN

Tnir RL eV 70

A Jhe=, ) Y S S

~ FREIKCHT & CATTLE CARS

1886 1896 1904  1916.
2502 1015 36855 95395

PASSENCERY CARRIED PER ANNUM ¥ 1886 1896 1906 1916.
L899 319 3029.887 7753323 13.833.978

CROSS RECEIPTS  PER ANNUM

1886  1896. 1308 1916.
$loostany $205M397 §6L669258  §129 681.883.
WET RECEIPTS  FER ANNUM
$3702486. $8107581 322973313, §40225920
MATIO OF wWOWMING CXPENSES

., 62261 6080L 62781 61 98X

TONS OF FRFIGHT CARRIED PER ANNUM
1856, 1806 1906 1916.
201619 #442205. 13913788 29276872

CANADIAY PACIFIC  COAST AND
LAKE STEAMERS 6U.

CANADIAN PACIFIC STEAMERS ON THE ATLANTIC & PACIFIC OCEANS 16

CAMNADIAN PACIFIC STEAMERS & TRAINS CONNECT LIVERPOOL WITH 7
, HONG KONG. A DISTANCE OF 11.860 MILEY AlL THE WAY UNLER ONY SYISTEM

CANADIAN PACIFIC ANGUS SHOPS MONTREAL
TURN OUT A COMPLETE TRAIN EVERY DAY, |

CANADIAN RACIFIC TRAIN YARDS AT WINNIPEGC ARF THE LARCEST !

IN THE WORLD

CANADIAN PACIFIC (RRICATION SYSTEM IN ALBERTA S THE LARGEST ON THE AMERICAN CONTINENT.

CANADIAN PACIFIC OWNS
AND OPERATES EIGHTEEN
HOTELS FROM THE ATLANTIC |,

TO' THE PACIFIC.
- e o v S v pm &
A SN S —— Ry
', » v ” € o« =

THE CANADIAN PACIFIC OWNS AND OPERATES OVER 100.000. MILES
OF TELECRAPH WIRES.

CHEAP THROUGH FARES FROM ALL POINTS IN EUROPE TO CANADA, UNITED STATES,
JAPAN, MANILA, CHINA, NEW ZEALAND, AUSTRALIA, AND ROUND THE WORLD.

Apply: CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY

82.65. CHARING CROSS, S.W. 87-68, KING WILLIAM STREET, E.C., LONDON, or Local Agents Everywhere.

XX1V
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SillpP MalAlllxos Ol LallaUlaidl idal i, 4dilld 4acsihioc Hcociivclo LU LCLy Wil
establish a list of reference materials and a set of photocopies
of ship markings not listed in the catalogue. In return, he
would be happy to send a copy of the list and photocopies to
those who are interested. In addition, if members know of any
references to the transport of mail by ship (without ship
markings) - such as in the early development of this country -
he would appreciate hearing of these as well. Any information

should be sent to - 964 Canaveral Cres.Sw, Calgary, Alta. T2W 1N5.

Your Editor has referred him to Cimon Morin's bibliography,
"The Pacific zZmpresses" and "The Pacific Princesses" by Turner,
"The Princess Story" by Hacking and Lamb, "wWhistle up the Inlet"

by Rushton, "The White Pass" by Minter,"steam Navigation'"by Croil,

1898 (avallable in a Coles' reprint), "Pacific Coastal Liners"

by Newell and Williamson, '"Canadian Pacific" by George Musk,
"Paddlewheels on the Frontier" by Art Downs, "Sternwheelers and
Sidewheelers" by OJr.Pater Charlebois, and books on Trans-Atlantic

mail by Robertson, studd, and Dr.Jack Arnell. There must be more,.

Member Malcolm Smith - sends pxamples of an early date for =2~80,
and a late date for RR- jd - illustrated below =

POST CA

ADDRESS ONLY N N A

o &/z,.f/w
 Mador M. S TH,
% RCAF Dean TAK

% //5//,, 1 an
/&/,M,g zz/ /M/ ;» Goose 1BAY.
i
!
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; process direct from Natural Color Film 3385

Member Horace Harrison - writes about the continuing saga of
GTRE and GIRW - "It occurs to me upon reflection that RG8 and
RG10 represent two different geographical divisions of the Grand
Trunk - E represcntlnv the eastern division, east of Toronto to
the sea, and W representing the western division, west of Toronto,
Perhaps the dividing line was at another terminus, but my covers
are explainable only if the £ and W represented geographic area
and not train direction. Are there any other thoughts? Test my
hypotheaia on the Study Group. Llonel Gillam may know more about

the organization of the Railroad.

Dues - If the square below is ticked, please send 38 US or $10 Cdn.

Make cne%ues payable to N.u.KODlnSOH, as we don't have a separate

bank account
fHope the next issue isn't delayed as lon

nappy New Ypa” :
‘Th) Vo, a gl it /
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