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VCLUMZ 17 - ho.5 Wnole No.77 MAY 1989

This issue marks two aationgl-Level Cznadian Shows = ORAPEX
in Cttawa, april 28 to 30, and ROYAL '89 - the innual Heeting
of the R.P.».C. in Hamilton, May 5-7. 3.N.4.P.5. will hav

a club table at both shows in conjunction with the Postal
distory sSociety of Canada. In addition, your scribe will be
delivering Lew Ludlow's illustrated lecture on the Elements
of Cenedian R.P.C.Collecting to the Cttawz Philatelic Society
on April 27, our member Ron Kitchen will be conducting an
R.2.0.3tudy Group Seminar at ORAP:X on ipril 30, and your
scribe will be judging at both shows. :iope to see many of you
at one or both shows.

CPR engine 313
An early 4-6-0 type pictured somewhere

on the prairies in the 1890's.

Honorary Membership - Our Chzirman has conferred this on
Cnarles L.,Towle, 4621 Hast Don Jose Drive, Tucson, AZ

85718 in recognition of the assistance which he and the
Mobile Post Office Society have given to this Study Group.
Charles is the author of numerous publications on U.S.
K.P.0O.s, and is the power behind the Western Postal Museum
in Tucson. fde is a long-time friend of member Pslmer lMoffat.

Peter ilcCarthy has sent copies of two recent additions to
his collection - both seldom seen items - A nice strike of
@ny of us would

A . :
The third item above 1is from Warren BOScn. it looxs like
a new clerk hammer for the C & V run. Lew should have it

in the next Anpex. P &
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3 Ludlow, $ above, with a photocody ©
= T ave confirme Jarection 'W
e We have confirmed Sirection 'W' £or hammers I &

II. It should also exist for Hammer III. Traing 3 & 4 have beeid seen
for Hammer I. Train 5 has been seen, but. not conflrmed.whlch hammer.
Train 6 could also exist. e ~ - %
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6  The Vancouver Courier

Wednesday, September 7, 1988

Tales of an old sailor

"This is a difficult as-
signment,” the publisher
wrote. "This man seems to
think he is still on the
bridge, giving commands.
See what you can do — he'sa
neighbour of yours, after
allizy

The task was to persuade
retired Captain Thomas
Farrar Smellie, O.B.E., to
relate his life story. He
had been captain of the
Hudson Bay Company's ice-
breaker and supply ship
Nascopie for 30 years, tak-
ing personnel and supplies to
the lonely posts of the
Arctic. And he was, as the
publisher thought, still "on
the bridge" — not making
impossible conditions, not
mentioning money, just say-
ing he didn't want "a lot of
sensational publicity."

I called at the neat, ship-
shape West Vancouver
home of the Captain, and
was marched to the bridge
by the amiable Mrs.
Smellie. The martinet of
the Arctic, the Captain,
proved to be a blue-eyed,
trim, five-foot, eight-inch
chap who would obviously
stand for no "sensational
nonsense.”

Smellie was 23, and had
been seven and a half years
in sailing ships when he
made the big change to
steam. He could recall ev-
ery detail of every ship he
had served, and every
member of every crew. Then

" he attended the Nautical
College in Hull, getting his
certificate as an officer.

|

AUG 7 1835

EASTERN ARCTE
MAIL SERVICH:

Hudson's Bay C
R.M.S.“NASCOPIE"

The year was also re-
called as momentous — he
married his childhood
playmate, Annie Trickey.
She had been born at sea
and claimed she never
stepped ashore until she
was seven. She insisted on
calling a mangle a "winch,”
and had never handled a
penny. She had a great
sense of humour, and in
1955, when they celebrated
their golden wedding, she
said. "It's really false
pretences. The Captain's
been away so much we've
only lived 25 years
together." Her husband's
contribution was: "Mrs.
Smellie is like a square-
rigged ship. She creaks and

she groans but she won't

give up."

The first steam ship to |

carry the young officer was

the Beacon Grange, with

frozen meat from London for
Buenos Aires. She was also
a "blackbird,” smuggling
young Spaniards to South
America to avoid conscrip-
tion. When war broke out,

Ql' 1

W drssood
we W N & e ot

once around

the carouse!
Roland Wild

Smellie was shuttling sup-
plies: New York to France,
India to France, Sydney to
France, Dacca to France, in
convoys. He was away from
home a year at a time.

"She rolled like the
devil. She rolled
when every other
ship was on an even
keel" :

Then, the great years as
commander of the Hudson
Bay's Nascopie, six years
old, 2,500 tons, at first dirty
and full of cockroaches. The
war was still grinding on,
with all the waste and in-
efficiency the Captain
loathed. He and his ship
were ordered to ports, in
considerable danger, only to
find nobody knew the pur-
pose, or to pick up material
that failed to fill the hold.
The Nascopie was in

Archangel, the Baltic, the

Pacific, the Mediterranean,
the Atlantic. With affec-
tion, he said of the ship:
"She rolled like the devil.
She rolled when every
other ship was on an even
keel. She rolled in fair
weather, and was not alto-
gether stationary in har-
bour. But she was impreg-
nable..."

When the war ended, the
Nascopie went on an annual

Montreal to the Arctic run.
The storage of her cargo in
Montreal was a work of art,
for the folk she served in
the North would write lit-
tle shopping lists and have
complete faith the goods
would be delivered the fol-
lowing year. The decks were
hardly passable because of
the stored gear, and when
inspectors came and vainly
looked for the Plimsoll line
on the port side, Captain
Smellie explained that the
ship was listing to port,
while on the starboard side,
the line was invisible be-
cause the ship was listing to
starboard.

Almost at the end of a
friendly encounter with a
dedicated man, the Cap-
tain told me the story of
the lost wreath. To honour a
secaman who had drowned
in Arctic seas, a wreath was
bought in Montreal, the
plan being to throw it on the
waters at the scene of the
tragedy. But on arrival at
the scene, there was no sign
of the wreath despite a
desperate search. But a
lady passenger voluntecered
to fashion a wreath over-
night, and sure enough, it
was tossed overboard and
the ceremony went on. The
ingenious creator of the red
and green wreath revealed
to the Captain that she
had painted the only paper
available - a toilet roll.

"But you can't print
that!" said Smellie.

We debated, and eventu-
ally the story was printed.
I felt I had ceased to be
the "typist," and was now
almost an editor.

e
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, even-numbered trains ran ou
nes tc Montreal, In the wrissr
, northbound or odd-numbered st
edominate by 2 margin of sbout
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n

rikes of the cancelling
five tc one., Canadien
Sechedules were improved about 1526 to note a sﬁatiin }etterwbhx to
be clesred by the R.P.0. with a "E™ opposive tae suatlon;naie.
There were six such stations, not counting ﬂont?eal; thesg voxes
very likely account for both the nrevelence of in-bound strikes

and the relatively large number of strikes reported. Table 1 L
data follow the Ludlow Rarity Factors nicely. There fere no estch-
nosts for picking up pouches on the fly =long the route.

{0

Cne wav that R.P.0. service provided fzst mail moviment was

by inter-route exchanges. The outbound R.P.0., 1In tge afternoon
3 = 1 +r L3 - £y .

set off inbound mezil for iMontrezl, Vel%ej*feld and HeTuharn01g
at "N.Y.C. Jet." about % mile west of Huntingdon Station for the
inbound ¥alone & Montrezl R.P.0., 2ssuring next morning Qellvery
by moving the mails back to Montresl in the evenlng, This return
movement ended ezrly in 1851, when the kalone & Montresl R.P.O. _
was withdrewn. The latter, incidentzlly, was another cross-border )
service.,

wansf T



Salmon River Gateway

Montreal & Duander R.P.O.

F 6321 (Canadian National Railway—74-20 miles.) Roors 103.
Train | Train Trais | Train
No.80.| No.82.| Miles Time Table No. 81.{ No. 85
[rom No. 4
R.P.O.| Mont- —_ R.POIR. PO
real. Sept. 30, 1923
Dy Dy Dy
p.m. am. p.m.
R 500 .MONTREAL........Plo 9 500 800
§.25 .St. Lambert.. i 9.25 4.33
o 6§34 Broeseau s Statio R 9.12].. &
e B5.42 praurie. .. r 9.03n
r 552 t. Constaa e 8.47..
o 804 St. Isidore Jct R 8 40]..
£ 848 27-390........us. St. Isidore............ s 8.24f..
S 819 30-41 f... ... ... Ste. Philoméne.......... R R xR
W B LR o W vos v St. Martine........... s 8§09z 3.29.
o 8.27]. oasledens DL EhAMET, . voeies R 809m 3.29{.
s 8.27|.. ‘ .Primeauville . veseiii® 8.09is B.IM-.......
(SI Martine Junction. )
s 8.8 ... ..Howick. . s 756/ 3.17]
® 8.42(.. _Howick Station. . ......[|a g Sois  3.17]..
NMe 8 42) . " .St. Clirysostdme . . .....\|» sé(s  3.17] .
c 8.42 coAubrey . il ln 7.560m 3171
L K SR | S U Rivertield............ n 7.56(s 3.17]..
‘Houick Statwn.)
7.0 ..Allnn'l(,‘urnum........}l | e I
vl 1 I RITEN | il Brysooville. .......... s 7.40|m 3.”1.. o
(Bryson's Station.)
1411 ve....Urmstown. .. ... e 728l 2.82),
n Ormstown Station ||s 7.28|s 2.82
T Frnnl..lm Centre. I Gon 00
7.114. i Antoine Abbe. I £ (SEO—
(()rm-lonrn Station. )
T.220 8216 | oL Robosib Dewittville.. T N | RO I S
733 . .Huotingdon . e J.00m @300, .. ef .
758! .. { ........... & 2L TR P | (SRR, RS By A,
T.58 ...... sup S, ANICOY . v ibenolffos susn enfovsnsvs fegdenes
64 44 (I hte's Ntn.)
8.12f 09:29,1...,.:.8 St Agnes de Dundes...... i [ s 1.B3........
(St. Agnér Statron.)
| | SO [ ........... DUNDEE..........P)ln 6.15|» 1.44}........
7. PN ) | SN Fonr Covinaron, N.Y ... )lr 6.18r 1.44l........
% 74-20 (Fort Corington Station.)
TRANSFER LIST FOR R.D.0O. TRAINS 80, 81, 52 & 85
_
Reoript of Maila Daapatch of Maila
Btatioa Tr.80 | Via From Btation 1r.80 | Via For
e -—
AM
Mont. & Tor. 18] St. Isidorelot..|o & 40| 128 |St. Remi
.LP. &M 1S s .... |o B8 40| 128 |Hewmminglorq
M. & D. 81 Fi. Covingtoa |d 10.50| 80 (Mass. Hpr. Ny
Tr. 81
'S AM.
= 8. Hemmingford St. Isidore.....Jlo » 24| .. . (M. & D. %0
..... = 8.40| 127 |Barrington St. Imdore Jet b 8 40| 128 |5t. Renu
& T ek = B8.40| 127 |Sherrioglon * ..[o 8 40| 128 |lHemmingford
& e = B.40] 137 |St. Michel do Moatreal....... b 93 ..... M. &T. Y
Napierreville T o 9680 ..... L.&M.2
podl e S5 = B 40{ 127 |St. Rémi.. ...
* i = 840 127 |St. Michel Sta.
Tr. 82
Tr. 82
P
P oM. St. IsidoreJet../v 8 04 133 |St. Michel
Moatreal . . R 6500 ..... Que. & Moat. 351 “ApEe.. o 8 04| 132 |Sherrington
8t. Lambert.. ./ 85.25|...... M. & D. 35S il .|o 6 04| 132 |Barrington
o v 804 132 [Hemmingford
i LT o 604 132 |St. Rém
i I o 604 132 [St. Michel Sta
N.Y.C. Jet o T1.35 Mal. & Moat. !
. Tr. 85
. M. Tr. 88
Ft. Covingtoa..,r 1.44{ 85 |Mass. Spr. N.Y | 1
8t. IsidoreJct..[a  3.85| 120 |Hemmingford M.
® St = 3.55| 129 [St. R 8t. Lambert.. [0 4.38[...... M.& D.§2

Abbreviation Key:

Boundary Line and Massena Springs B. R—Dist 6
(Grand Trunk Ry., 2223 miles. Bt 107,133.)

482 380 | Oct. 4, 1915. 881585
fe
1110 38/Lve............ Bouod. Line (ne) N.Y....... . .. Arr (8 12
LR STEY. AN e Mamena Springs N.Y..........._ Lva |¢ LH' a

- Boundary Llne & Massena Springs C. P,
Orsod Trunk By. 2133 miles Rt 102,737—Dist. ¢

m] 804 ’ Nov. 30, 1919 ' 81M 8%
T 39/10 BlLy............. Boundary Lise, (2.2, N. Y.......... hf{%—
33Nl 255:\!' ............. lmswinaf‘iy ............... LV.:;O 3

BOUNDARY LINE & MASSENA SPRINGS C. P

U.B. & Canada R. R. Co. Montreal Div. 4th District. 22.23 miles.
Rt. 102,745—Dist. 6.

80Y | May 18, 1024, 85b

T N Boundary Line (p.0.), N. Y ..o Ar| 1 43

11 AOMAE L il R s Msgssena Springs. N. Y _ ... __._... Lvi 1 ¢
y.

BOUNDARY LINE & MASSENA C. P,

nadisn Natlonal Ry., Moatreal Dlv,, 4th District. 22.18 miles.
. : Rt. 102,745—Dist. 8

April 29, 1934

BOUNDARY LINE & MASSENA C. P.

Canadian National Ry., Montreal Div., 4th District. 22.18 miles.
Rt. 102,745 N. Y. C. R. R. (St. Lawrence Div.) 4.71 mules-Rte. 102.788—Dist. 6

82b Apr. 30, 1939 816

3 05/Lv...Montreal, Que. . ............... 9 05

- B 50/ Lv.. . Boundrary Line (n.0.) N ¥ 815

555 ..Ft. Covington, N. Y.. 8 10
At.. . Helens, N X i8¢,

635 Ar. . Massena, N. Y. . .00 5 30

BOUNDARY LINE & FORT COVINGTON C. P.

Canadian Nat. Rwy. (Mont. Div.) 0.55 miles. Rt. 102.745. Dist. 6.
184g | 80k | Sept. 26, 1943 79
8 4715 @2ilv . .Boundary Line, N. Y. (n.0.) s ol T—fﬁl
6 47| 5 471 Ar. .. Fort Covington, N. Y. R. R. Sta. (n.0.) .Lvl 6 10}
Service for convenience of Canadian Government. N0 mails earried.
ROUNDARY LINE & FORT COVINGTON C. P.
Caoadian Nat. Rwy. (Mout. Div.) 0.55 miles. Rt. 102,787, Dist. 8.
| 506 April 29,1653 | 798 |
I § 05 Lv...Boundary Liva. N. Y. fao .. ........... Ar: 6 4C
1 5 101Az.. . Fort Covingiun, N. Y. R. R. ta. ‘coc.) .. ...Lvj 6 35!

Service for sonvenisace of Canndian Government. MNo wmails carried.

Abbreviation Key:
C.P., - closed pouch
b (US) or Dy (Can.) - daily
except Sunday
k -daily ex. saturday & Sunday
g -Saturday only

(Capitals refer to mails including registers
and lower case to mails excluding reglsters)

b,e - exchange; R,r - receipt;

D,d4 .~

P ~Canada Customs port of entry

(n.o.)-no post office (US)

dispatch.

Plate A
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The Salmon River Gafewsy

As has harpened for many cther Canadian Cvosa-Po”dsr R.P.O.s,
U.S. stamns csnczlled with the Cansdiasn R.P.Q. hammer have been
fourd. In this instance the finder is Mike St‘eot who czme up
with a group of 1913-14 covers in this category. Cn of these
covers, now the nronerty of the writer, is shcwn. The eancel
is 7-78, TR IN NQ / HONTREAL & DUNLDEZ R.F.0. with indieca set for
85 / J& 23 / 14.

Reference and source materirl for a detailed reconstruction
of the cperation of an R.P.0. route is so entensive that R.P.O.
News Let%e space cen not zccommodate z full listing. In addition
to the magnificent Ludlow Calatog znd the historical data in the
books of Shaw and Gillam, literally dozens of R.P.O. schedules

and contemvporary maps must be examined. Without the dedicstion

of Frznk Scheer in building the R.M.S. Library ccllection snd his
cooverstion with researchers in this srea, the trﬁging of changes
could simply nct be done. I would also like to psss & special
work of thanks to Howard woulton, who lent me copies of schedules

e
and the Official Guide from his collection. The National Library
and Public Archives in Ottaws have 1945-57 runs of the Cznadizn
R.H.S. Schedules, z2nd the librzry cories cen be send out on inter-
library loan. The dates for changes in R.P.0. services from
1933-67 can be determired from a log of Changes in Railway Mail
Service Authorizztions in the archives. The First Trip, change
and Last Trip dztes available from the loglI have compiled and
can make available to anyone interested who writes me at P.0. Box
172, Monroeville, PA 15146-0172 U.S.i. Tne dates from the log
for the shorteniang of the Wontreal & Fort Covington to the
Montrezl and Huntingdon R.P.0. znd the termination of the leatter
were given earlier in this srticle.

John McCrez.
0010/10
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The G.T.R.5.Puzzle - It's encouraging to xnow that our

articles are read. Ross Grey's item in the last issue
about these markings has brought reaction from Horace

Harrison as follows - "Ross Grey should know Grand TIrunk
railway zast - the "zast" refers to direction. Similarly

for RG-8. I have the so-far only known strike of REGISTZRED
G.T.K.#.(See page 208 of Hennox's series, Ko.5 for an
illustration dated November 17,1875.) R.P.0O.enthusiasts
can find interesting meterial on pages 128,134,135,165,
177,203-225,235 and 289. Most of these are RG strikes, but
some otaers as well. Page 207 shows a cover from Toronto
to Madoc, Ont. with G.T7.R.Z2. F<i 15 / 76 registered cds,
franked with pair of 5¢ Large Queens plus 1¢ Small Queen
paying triple postage of nine-cents plus two cents Registration
fee (ex de Volpi). My book showing G.T.R.HE. to mean "zxpress"
was written nigh on to 25 years ago & before G.T.X.W. was
known, but that find proved conclusively to me that "3I"
was g directional letter. why Uncle Lew still thinks it
could be "Express" is a puzzlement - perhaps it's the military
mind (He's a Virginia Military Institute graduate). Print
this all in the Wewsletter, excerpt it, edit it, or whatever -
out get the information out !"
Horace also asxs why the CANADIAN PACKLAT split-circle
marking isn't listed in the Steamer Section of the Handbook.
I think the answer lies in the preamble to this section,
which states in part - "Our critveria for listing in the
Steamer Section can be more definitely expanded by specifying
those areas which are not included, at least at this time,
although some of these areas of subject matter are not
precluded from being added in future expansion:
1. "SHIP LETTER", "oSTuAMBOAT" and "STEAMSEIP" cancellations.
2, "PAQUZBOT" and similar strikes.
3., "POSTED ON THE HIGH SEAS" postmarks. etc.,etc.”
The Packet marking sppears to fall into these categories.

BNAPS Member Colin Campbell supplies the interesting U.S.
marking shown below. Charles lowle has identified it as a
"Collided eggs" canceller, patented
by & Mr. Leonard Tilton of 3rooklyn.
"here is debate whether it was 2 hand
stamp or a machine cancel. It was used
in New York 1882-90, and briefly at
3uffalo later. Many types of Late Mail
markings were used in the U.S. between
e about 1880 and 1910. Charles says he
has oftern. wondered (but never found an answer) as to how
much time had to elapse to constitute LATE MAIL. He has
seen literally hundreds of R.M.S. instructions, but never

this particular answer.

That's about all the space we have this time. There
should be at least one more issue this summer, and then
the Annual Meeting issue for 3wAPeX '89 in Hamilton, in
September. Keep those interesting letters, comments and

articles coming. :11 the best
M. ’

W.u. hobinson Z/
5830 Cartier St. a
Vancouver, B.C.

V6M 3A7
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