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VOLUME XI, NO. 3 September, 1983

CONVENTION REPORT - Your editor withstood the polite barbs and
arrows on his editorial performance from the convention goers, and be-
sides a guilt trip and a bit of ego deflation, survived and will carry
on as editor for at least another year. Notwithstanding, we all had
another fine BNAPS convention with many RPOers in attendance.

First and foremost, this year we had an exhibit of RPOs to study

put together by bill Robinson from out in Vancouver. Bill's exhibit

featured the Ornaments of British Columbia, and was awarded a Silver.
Quite an award for an RPO exhibit. Now, if I can get Bill to send me a

copy, we can let others not in attendance view some of his material and
perhaps encourage more exhibiting. Ii did show that we can pick a small
area , cover it well, display it properly and expect recognition.

Secondly, our very own Sheriff was awarded the Order of the Beaver
for his many, outstanding and dedicated services to BNAPS and Canadian
philately. Lew well deserves this high philatelic honor, and we are
sure that you all join in a hearty congradulations!

Thirdly, the study group meeting was a success with 25 in attendance.

Made more enjoyable were the comments and questions of Lew's self pro-

claimed needler, Frank Waite, who put forth the following points on the

catalog, which I will summarize:

1. Should colored strikes be so identified. Lew ask that we canvass

the membership in the newsletter and try and determine how many of such

strikes exist and whether it would be worthwhile. So, let's hear from you
on this point.

2. Should scarce denominations by identified, for example if a strike
usually only appears on certain high value stamps.

3. Should 1st and last dates by shown for different types. I'm

really not sure what Frank meant by this point but he can write and explain.

Could he have meant different types such as found in RR-28? Since I
forget, he will have to help out here.

4. Should a column be included for the number of hammers for each

run? I think it was generally felt tha t this would be a good idea, space

permitting.

5. Should terminus identification by made? I think by this Frank
meant a separate listing of the ending terminus.

6. Frank suggested the the identification of reporters be dropped in
favor of leaving more space for additional information. At this point
he suggested that those of us that favored leaving this item in the cat-
alog were being a bit high-shoolish - now really Frank!

7. Should identification be made as to whether the hammer was rubber
or steel - he didn't mention cork?

All in all his points generated an interesting discussion and I am
sure they will be given due consideration in the next edition.

Lew took some time to discuss a new report - and circulated a picture
of same - Q-188, clearly showing in large letters similar to the "OT"
and "13" the letters "DB". He made the point first as to how this little
gem went undected in all these years. He forgot to give me the picture

but believe me it was quite striking and we will give a report on his in-

teresting hammer analysis of Q-188 in a later issue - showing where these
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initials fit in to the history of these hammers.
Lew also reported that there had been 24 new run reports since the

catalog was published - with new information on other elements coming

in daily.
If you missed this one - you missed a good one - maybe next time!

FROM HORACE HARRISON - Our registry expert - a copy of a cover with
a new backstamp of an RPO clerk strike with the name "L. Marshatt"
showing half the run "QUEBEC" with no terminus. Horace would like ani
information you might have which might help figure out the name of
the run - anybody have partials of other parts of this hammer?

CORK CANCELS - Have made headway on this project. Have gotten reports

on at least 105 different runs where the clerk used a cork or some other

means of canceliiiig the stamp or covet-, in addition to his regular'

hammer. Most are in the Railroad section but there are numerous ones

also reported in the other sections. I am in the process of documenting

and redrawing each as they will not recopy well enough for distribution.

In all we have 175 different corks to work with, which is certainly

more than the four D&S identified. However, all are not "fancy" - in
fact some are pretty poor and not at all in keeping with the high stands'- s
that we should have expected from our railway clerks - but then, again,
we didn't have much choice in the matter at the time - did we! Will have

this material ready next month. Still waiting for more reports - I hope

Burchill, Noble, Robinson and a few others still hiding their gems heard
that. We'll be patient!

CHASTISING THE SHERIFF - It isn't often that one gets a chance to really

get one on the Sheriff, but this time he is cornered. Reference is made

to Volume X, No. 1, March issue of the RPO Newsletter, page 3, in which

a post card acquired by your editor was illustrated with a note to the

Sheriff to take note. Now I admit tha t in reproductimn, this was not

the clearest strike around, but one would certainly expect some noteto

be made of such a new find. But yet, not a word! Now, I receive the

May-June issue of Topics, and there illustrated is the very same strike

of S.S. Princess Sophia as the first reported strike - and not a men-

i n - nary a word - of my report of a year earlier. Murphy's law I guess,
one doesn't have to be a student of Norman V. Peale to make a dkrect

point from a published and as authroatative a source as the RPO News-

letter. And then Frank thinks we act a bit highschoolish now and then -

and what's wrong with that! Thats not all, though! To make matters worse,

Lew goes on to illustrate Jim Lehr's copy of 0-367B as the only second

strike he had seen (the other his own). In the very same newsletter

referenced above, directly below the Princess Sophia strike, is 0-367B

on a strip of 30 small queens. Believe me, I showed that strip to Lew

in Japan - made a special trip for the purpose. Now what! Apologies
will be expected by return mail from the Sheriff to this ignominious

offense, ignoring these "truly rare and historical markings".

FROM ROSS GRAY - a copy of a cover with a strike needing an idendical twin,

so that it can be confirmed as to proper clerk name (if such) and as to

whether the clerk name is fastened to the hammer. Anyone seen this

apparent unique item who can help Ross out? It does appear from posi-

tioning to be fastened to the hammer, but it would take two identical 6;Es-r

for proof - for you know whom. Do we have any leads.?

I
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INTERESTING - Enclosed is a strike tha t I picked up in my early days
of searching out RPOs . Was in Palm Beach for the BNAPS convention,
going through a dealers stock , when what we all want to happen -
happened ! Out jumped a beautiful strike, in blue, of a new RPO find -
or at least I thought so - of MONT & BROCK/MONTREAL, dated 12/16/75.
Our unconquerable and usually unstoppable fewwow member and dealer,

Allan Stainhart, was standing next to me on the occasion . I turned to
hime with delight and showed him the pie ce. His comment was "where
did you find that, I just went through that box (it wasn 't his box)
and didn't catch that gem. I promptly paid the dealer the $2. 00 asked,

and went on to mark down that day as a great day in my RPO search. As
you can see , it is a beautifull strike showing the "NT & BROCK". How-
ever, sad, it isn 't MONT at all, but HUNT, which showed faintly when I
got home and gave it carefull scrutiny in good light, not available
in hotels. While it lasted, it was a fantastic feeling! One good
part of the story was that I caught it before rushing it off to the
Sheriff for you know what kind of comments . Anyone having stories
like the above ought to send them along. We have a 11 had the se
kind of experiances , and when shared with the rest of the membership,
they can be shared . The more you send, the less you will have to hear

of mine!

That's all for this issue. Good Luck!

Regards,

David L cain

5 Meadowcrest

Parkersburg , W. Va. 26101

0
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GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY

CLERKS PRIVATE HANDSTAMP

THE ADDRESS T

PO ST CAR D
©E WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE

0-IIB BEETON & COLLINGWOOD R.P.O. WM. STOKES M.C.

OCT 21 NORTH 1898

0 HILTON & ALL At,!DALF M.C. i<IORTH OC 21 98
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