THE R.P.O. NEWSLETTER
OF THE CANADIAN R.P.O, STUDY GROUP (BNAPS)

VOLUME XI, NO. 2 August, 1983

As this is being typed, we are just around the corner from the
BNAPS Convention in Winnipeg. Since it is too late to get mailing
accomplished ahead of the convention, copies will be available at Win-
nipeg for those in attendance, Hope all are the re as it should be an
outstanding show - as all BNAPS congentions are.

ANNEX I - Lew has sent the first update of the new catalog and
pages are included herein for your use with the catalog . The seme mat-
erial was also in Topics for July/August, but if you are like me, hav-
ingpages to fit the catalog is more usefull than the Topics formatt.
A review of the 1listing demonstrates how alive the [ ield of RPOs really
is, and how much new material is still out there. I wou 1ld never have
believed so much new material would be uncovered in such a short interval
of time since publication. Of course, some of the material came to light
while the catalog was being put to bed but, as you know, Lew put new items

in right up to the wire.

Enclosed is an article written by Dr. Shaw in Topics back in the
late 50s or e arly 60s. Note his theme of "Huge, Difficult and Fascinat-
ing" - that hasn't changed much. Even then he was wondering if any RPO
catalog would be complete. The Sheriff must wonder tha t also - and that
is one of the reasons RPOs are so intriguing - there are still many elusive
ones still around in regular collections that pop up from time to time in
the least unsuspecting places.

From Ludlow - an interesting cover, absolutely smothered with cancels.
His count has 25 on the back with a terminus of the Dead Letter Office in
Vancouver.

From Warren Besch - News Flash! "I have just fou nd MA 21, hammer IV with

large HG attached at bottom on No 15/19. Can see "CAMPBELLT-==---- RESS -

" R.P.0.™ and measurements verify IV hammer especially the "C being only 3+

units of the dot. Strike is light, but readable, on 2¢ Red Admiral, Would
this be a new kind of MA22?" Editors answer, subject to correction by you
know whom, is that it is probably a second listing of MA22 - also subject

to the comment tha t it could also be Campbellton & Vancouver Express and

we had better wait for a second copy for verification!

From Graham Noble - Periodically good for a n ew find - this time a clerk
strike of "BELL. - PETE. - TOR./ C. A. MOORE. - plus another on cover of
D-110, N.B. & C R. R. / WOODSTOCK STATION dated Sep 7, 1870. Graham properly
notes the latter as being one of the great Depot rarities and I am sure it will
stay with his fine Depot collection. I hope it copies well as it will be
enclosed. Even my copy does not show the lettering at the top of the hammer.

From W. L. Bradley - editor of the Map Stamp Newsletter - thanks for the
plug for Map Stamps with RPOs - he reports that stretching the use period from
Dec 98 to the end of 1900 should cover all the possibles. Lew has done some
work on this which will be reported in the next newsletter.
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CORKS ON RPOs - Still haven't gotten reports from the larger collections

but did get a nice lot of copies from Norm Brassler enclosing 29 such corks. I
haven't had any time to spe nd on this project recently - still battling

my "smokestack industry" problem. Hope to get more input and have a good
listing done this fall. That will get us started so that more information

can be gathered as a reaction to a listing from other areas of BNAPS. Haven't
heard anything from the small queen study group. Any more input?
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