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1977 Financial Report
Balance 12/31/76 $351.03
Dues paid in 1977 24,20
Interest on savings account 20,30
Donated by Lew Ludlow from handbook sales 147,45
$542.98
Balance 12/31/77 $431.80
$388.96 Savings Account
35.70 Cash on hand
7.14 Postage
Expenses -- Three Newsletters ' $111,18

Lew has now contributed $232.91 in 1976 and $147.45 in 1977 for a total of $380.36,
plus another $26.10 early this year., Of course, most of our interest also comes frex
Lew donations. Obviously this is really carrying us, since each issue of the News-
_letter is now costing us $35-40 for copying and postage. " If you all continmue to

keep sending me the sort of material we have in this issue, I should be able to put
out five issues in 1978, At that rate we probably should consider dues again in 1975.

A Historv of Canadian R, P. O. s. by L. F, Gillam

I received a letter from Lionel Gillam asking us to hold up on any Xeroxirng
of his entire book because he is presently negotiating with both an English and an
American publisher to go ahead with a reprinmt. If this occurs, then our needs will
be covered., If his negotiations fall through, he would then reconsider our Xerox
proposal. We'll let you know what develops. Incidentally, Lionel bought a copy of
the book some time ago at an auction at 13.50 pounds at the request of a friend who
died before delivery. If anyone is interested in buying this copy, drop him a line.

Graham Noble's Devot Study

Got copies of letters which Hugh Aitken and Bill Robinson wrote to Graham on
his study. Both commented on Paris Station and the Paris DPO. Hugh has at least two
postcards dated around 1895 addressed to Mr. G. E. Taylow, Paris Station, Ont. The
face of the cards had other RPO markings on then.

Another Article by Fred Belanger

An article by Fred on "Railway Mail Clerk Steel Dating Stamps" is attached and
includes some comments from members on his first article. This article covers the use
of "Emergency"” hammers and is another fine research job which will be very useful to
all collectors. Thanks again Fred.

Jim Miller Strikes Agaln

Somehow Jim contimues to come up with a steady stream of new finds but his
latest one opens up a whole new field of collecting - bus line mail strikes. I found
this such a fascimating story that Jim's whole letter was reproduced and attached. He

Newfoundland find. Fortunately the stamps and his reconstruction of
1t§°ei§§§§séiz§§2 X:roxed well in each case and {re also agtached, together with a map
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section showing the road from Swan River to the Cap., A map of the railway system he
describes, showing how the road cuts traveling between the two points, is on a later
sheet with the two Seymour Arm covers. This story also represents an excellent researcnh
Job. Many thanks for your continuing contridbutions Jim.

What's Your Count Now?

A couple years ago we reported on the number of runs collectors had and the
treakdown among the seven groups. How about sending me these data again so I can up-
date the picture and you can see how you compare with other collectors. I've finally
managed to get over the 800 level but I have a feeling that I'm loosing ground to you
more active collectors.

Jack Wallace learns the Hard Way

Got a letter from Jack last month in which he told of a recent experience
which has changed nis view point on rarity factors. "At a recent (Toronto?) meetirg
of the group, out of ignorance, I voted to leave the rarity factors as they were, but
in the last 2 months, I have gone through 30,226 stamps overprinted O.H.M.S. or G
(nos. 01 to O44) and found only 40 coples that showed clear dated R.P.O. s, 261 copies
of decipherable R.P.O.s and 14 that were R,P.0.s but the runs were indecipherable at
the present to me. All these are B,C. runs and all tut 2 or 3 to Vancouver and ncne
reported in my previous tabulation to Joe Purcell. Let's quadruple the rarity factozl”
Actually, he did a.ggi better than I did two years ago when I went through about 60M
stamps.

Newfoundland Data “or lew

Attached is a list from lLew of the current known information on the earliest
and latest years of the Newfoundland R.P.0O.s and T.P.O.s usage., Please read this care-
fully and get your information back to lew., There is probtebly less date information 1n
this section than in most because of the low number of copies reported. Thus even
though you may not have many Newfoundland runs, your information may be critical in
determining a more accurate time span for usage. " Lew will be sending similar lists for
the other sections as time permits.,

End of Track and Prince Ruvert Rallway Post Office
it v
Ken Ellison has sent in the attached/;rite-up which covers the R.P.0, stations in
use while the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway*extended to the Pacific Coast. These are dif-
ficult runs to obtain, or even see, and I, for one, learned a lot. Ken alsc sent in a
summary of his study on reorganizing the B.C. Ship Runs Btut that must wait for our next
Newsletter.

How about you writing up some area of R,P.0., usage for the Newsletter!

More on the Sicamons Sub P.0./Seymour Arm, B, C.

Back in the Vol. IV. No. 1 - February 1976 Newsletter, Jim Miller reported on
the above post office., This summer he visited Seymour Arm and got a chance to see the
sudb P.0. in action as a traveling P.O. His letter reporting on this in some detail is
attached, along with pictures of the postmarks on cover. Again (to save my good wife
much typing) I'll just reproduce his whole letter.

A couple Nice Finds

Joe Purcell sent along a Xerox sheet showing two rare covers. The R165P cover
(3 reported copies) show the "This Mail Was Carried By Postal Airplane to Montreal."
The second is a full strike of 0-125A Kingston and Pembroke Ry/M.C., two revorted copies.

That's all for now. r:::* .
ahiiad
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Following “ne zrticle in the
rri

last RP0 hewsletter, two zembers 5f our S:udy
froun sart some eommenits concs s

" J.ii. Zdwards, 2ailwzy mail Cleri ™,

First, Doug Bircnill sent a protosiat co-7 which shaws ths nams R S
) & e of RPN
=C¢waris " attached to the rim of licnt. & .orth 5as REC hazmer (3-1272). The cn=v
is catad wmr 10/41 (see thotosiat),

~lso, we received 2 kind letter from Joe Purcell. Fe is also z¢d inz soxe
vzluaodle information, the contant is given as received: " I knew Jick Zawarcs
2ersonally from 1937 until ne éis€ in Dec 1345, In ‘act he z I lived in szane
rooming houses at verious times in uttawa % fontre-l.

Fe wes an Rr0 clark on CPR Trzins 7 & S tetween Ottawa % RNorth Sey, Llater
sontreal I Lorth Bav,

2ry strict zbout using that cancel (Q-1203) he used it orcs For me
d it in such a merrer that his name did not show,

1 found a comrlstzs strike on a cover (1S43) in

A f2vw vears ago Ted Birchel
23 wnich ran between Flace Viger Station & Ottawa,

toin cases the trein no, was &

I %now that Jac® SOﬂet‘ﬂ°S doutled back to Ottawz on that trzin. He would

arrive in Yontreal in earlvy ax & if mail clerx for 503 was sick, he would taxe
inhe run at overtime rates,

on that cover, there must have been no other hamner available,”

Section 2 o {

In our second article, we will attenpt to understand the use of the "imer-
gzency" hanmer. This study will not be too elabtorate, but we tnink it could hel>
to understard the use of this tryoe of RFQ.

According to Gillam, the Emerzency RFO's have operated when normal RPO ser-
vices have been suspended because of floods, fire dzmage, train wrecks etc...

st the light of what we have found in the files, we have the proof tha® tnese
hammers were rot restricted only to the Railway, but were also used in the regular
vost offices., More than that, we could say that their use was mainly for the *esular
vost offices except for M-46B, Q-65B, W-43F, R-38A.

You will find the information as shown below concerning some of the EZmerzency
RP0's, which information was picksd up in the files.,

N.Z. The number in parenthesis, following the RPO descriction, indicates tne nunter
of conies renorted to Joe Furcell for the Survey. Many thanks Joe for to have these
figures availatle.



wewfoundland:s

N-873 St John's District / Emergency o 1 (1)

a) April 9/59
Provided to the Postmastar of Savage Cove, because the equip-

ment was complstely destroyed by fire, daoril 3/59.

b) June 1/60
Used 2 weeks by Mail Clerk, for a specizl trip of the Coastal
Steamer. The " S,S. Baccalizu, usually, was the site of the
St. J. & C.H. & C.B.X. T.P.0. (N-86).

c) Decemter 1/60
Used for 3 weeks. The "S.S. Baccali=u " is maxing a special
trip calling at all regular norts of the St. J. & C.H. % C.E.K.
route, The " 5.S. Northern Ranger " is in route to Corner 3roox
and performing T.P.Q0's studies, usually s=rves tnzt route,

d) Lecember 13/60

Used 3 weeks by the Mall Clerk, on the board at the " S.S.
Burgess ". The shin is maxing a special trip caliirg at all
regular ports on the St. J. & C.H. & C.3.%. route. The " S.S.
Northern Ranger " which serves this route is oresently enroute
to St. John's and performing T.P.O. studies.

e) December 18/61
Used temporary at Grand Leplerre office No. 53672. The original
eguipment was destroyed by fire on the 13th December ¢1.

Maritimes:

M-U46B Halifax, N.S. R.P.0. / Emergency (0)

a) March 6/52
The District Director of Halifax request a date stamp reading
* Halifex, N.S., RFO Bmergency. This need is due to the fact
that on 2 occasions during the past month the trains were
delayed due to heavy snow and no date stamp was on hand to
furnish RFO leaving next morning.

H=-102B St.John District / Emergency No. (2)

a) November 2/62
Used teaporary at Miscou Harbour, N.B. office io. 67817

Quetec: o
Q-65D ~ Timbre tenvoraire - / District de Montreal (57)

a) June 15/%

Two date stamps were used at Contrecoeur, P.3. one using lo.
2 after Temnmoraire and the other using No. 5.



Here 2lso, two date stamrs were used -at Fecentigny, F.:c.
one using No. 3 arnd the other using o, 4 after Temporzire.

3-565G ¥ontreal Districi / Zmergency in. 3 (1)

a) .ovemter 5/57
The date stam> was sert to horth Hatlsy, r.s. for a shcrt

v

period.
Ontaxio:
0-1%3a London District / Imergency No. 1 (10)

a) rovamber 23/42
The letter is mentioning the fact that the date stamp was
used at Christmas 41, on the Railway, tetweern brantford &
Tilsonburg and also mentioning that it will te used this
year between Palmerstor % Dunnzm.

N
|3V
~—

Ottawa District / Emergency lio.-

O
[}
N
[
8]
n

December 17/62
The Zmergency No. 5 date stamp will be used for tne staaping

of mall matter at the Xillbridge, Ont. Fost office,

[N
~—r

t) 505/DE 2/42
' The Emergency No. 1 is at the bottom. This nice sirixe is
in Dalve's collection. It is the first stri%e xnown to us
showing a number greater than 24, above the date and also
on an Emergency hemmer without RPO in the wording.

4-91I Moose Jaw District / Emergency ho. 1 (1)

a) May 30/43 (?)
There is the storv. A steel date stamp has been recovered

following the derailment of licose Jaw & Snaunavon RPO Train

320 on January 18, 1949, A visitor to the scene of th2 accicdent
picked up the stamp as a souvenir and tnis fact became known to
the Inspector at iloose Jaw who affected its recoverv.

Due to the lost of the regular date stamp, an emergency hammer
was in use on this RFO and this until Feb., 2nd 49, was it

W-91I ?
Rallroads:
R-384 : Emergency / RFO No.- (?)

a) March 8/52
There 1s 'a request for to furnish 2 Zmergency date stanvs

- Emergency RPO No. 5§ - Imergency RPO io. 6



b) Decenter 3/59
Emerzency / RPO No, § usad on Torsnio & Suiburr RZC irzirns
<

Railway inall Clerik 4.P. Patterson hzd lostrds sud-i+/ Lox.
The surolv box in cuestion wes located in trne Canecian
Pacific Zxvress znd turned over to the iransrmortation
Section of the District Offics on Sent. 22/%3,

c) april 29/71
The Toronto Fost Office returned to Uttzwrs 2 czte stznts
wnich were reading Imercency / RFC No. 5, Yo. 6 nlus
r\

others date stamps (one wes reading -ont. % Tor. G,

AS we can see, these date stezmme were u<ed svorzdiceally in the re~—:lar
offices and sometimes on the trains, Ue horve that this brief review coull o
same infawmatinn tn the memoers who hold sone of these elusive strikes, .

t

F. Belanger



Jl)l DIILLER Philatelist, Postal

History Specialist, and
Box 160

Prof f
Kamloops, British Columbia, Canada rofessor of Geography
V2C 5K6

January 16, 1978

Mr. Jim Lehr

2918 Cheshire Road
Devon

Wilmington, Delaware
UsSa 19810

Dear Jim:

Thank you for the info you sent to me and the diagram in the last issue

of the RPO Newsletter about the Newfoundland Ry/Crabbs cancel. Lew wrote
and asked me for more info, and I have forwarded it to him. He feels that
it probably is a clerk's cancel, and that he will list it.

A couple of new finds are enclosed for information of the newsletter. Thec
first item is NFLD RY/BISHOP FALLS similair to N-55A, type 1lE, 1937. I have
completed what I believe to be the full strike, using a P.O. list given

in Boggs "Postage Stamps and Postal History of Newfoundland"”, page 181l.
There is one problem, however, and that is that the town is usually spellcd
"Bishop's Falls" Anyways, the spacing fits for Bishop Falls, and the lact
few letters verify this on the staqp.

The second find maybe something new to transportation postmarks in Canads.

A while back, I came across the enclosed postmark with "GOOSE BUS LINES"

on it. I set it aside until I could find some more information. The oth r

day I was going through my pile of unidentifieds, when I once again came

across the GOOSE BUS LINES cancel. I loocked a bit more closely, and figured

out that the bottom part of the cancel must be Winnipeg, Man. Well, last

night the rest of the story came to unfold. An old friend, who was born in

Flin Flon, Man., and who livel there and at The Pas, Man. completed the

explaination. Last night was really exciting, as we explored and found out

the story. Here goes: In order to travel North to The Pas and Flin Flon

by rail, one must travel from Swan River, Man. north to Mafeking, Man.,

where the RR turns west and travels into Sask. to Hudson Bay Jct. Here you

must transfer trains, and you travel north through Sask., eventually getting

back into Man. at Westray. This is a long round-about way taQ get to The

Pas. A highway was built back in the 30's going directly north from

Mafeking to Westray, and on into The Pas. The only means of travel then

was by auto or bus, which became gquite popular as the trip was much shorter

than by train. The highway distance between Mafeking and Westray is about

100 miles, with several small settlements enroute only. Only one of these

settlements had any facitlities, namely Overflowing River. Located there

was a gas station, small restruarant, a few cabins, a general store, and

a few houses. Population was about 30 people. This was a local centre

for the entire area, of which apparently trapping was the only economy, and
N 3Th, aCop ~ 1 o,
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probably only served a few dozens of trappers on the streams and at the I
north end of Lake Winnipegosis. This also was a bus stop, providing the e
only facilities between Mafeking and Westray (remember a distance of 100
. miles). Apparently the bus driver would be the only source of mail
delivery to this settlement of Overflowing River--it never had a post office
Mr.Pollock tells me that the bus driver used to take mail on the dashboard
of the bus, and leave it for various residents and trappers served by the
Overflowing River settlement. And likewise, he would take on mail at that
/;;point, cancelling it himself. On board the bus he carried a ticket stamp
from the main office in Winnipeg. Apparently he cancelled some of the mail
himself with this ticket stamp. I guess the mystery here is that this
cancel looks more like a post office cancel rather than a ticket agent's
stamp. In any event, this was the only source and way for mail-to be -
delivered and sent from Overflowing River, Manitoba. '

Mr. Andy Pollock, P.O. Box 907, Kamloops will verify this interesting
story.

So, does this open a new avenue of transportation postmarks? Bus cancels?
It would be interesting to check with proof books in Ottawa, and see if
there was ever issued to Grey Goose Bus Lines a cancelling device.
According to Mr. Pollock, a considerable amount of mail was carried by
bus, because is was better than shipping by RR because of the distance
difference. He recalls mail bags being carried by the bus, as he travelled
this route a number of times, and recalls the bus stopping at Overflowing
River, and vivedly described the grubby restrauant and facilities there,
and very definately recalls the bus driver handling individual pieces
1;>Of mail. He isn't sure if he recalls the driver cancelling mail.

So, maybe this would make a nice piece of news to put into the next
RPO newsletter. I would be interested in hearing any replies with additiona
information which could either substantiate or change this story.

These two cancels are enclosed for your v1ew1ng, and I would appreciate
return by registered mail. Enclosed is 2.00 in Canadian mlnt stamps
‘'which should cover your-cost of registration. - ——

Also, a list of 1951 of RPO routes--of no value to me, but maybe to you?
If not, do what you want to do with it, I do not want it back.

I look forward to your reply, and any information you might have on these

two new finds enclosed.
Sincerely, &9}\

PS: Enclosed are a couple of maps showing the RR route, and the Hy. route.
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The following list gives what is the current known information on the ecrliest and latest years of ,
the Newfoundlond R.P.O.s and T.P.O.s usage. Dotes without brackets have been confirmed. Thosa
dates in brackets { ) have not been confirmed and we would like to get confirmation.Please make a
. copy of this list and review same against your collection. If you have an earlier or later date for a run,
in red please cross out the existing dote and insert your own, If you can confirm @ date in brackets, please
circle it in red. If you have a date between that in brackets and one not in brockets, please insert yours
in red. When complete, please retum the extra copy of your list, along with copies of the strikes you have !
noted in red, to L. M, Ludlow, 6-17 Shibaura 4=Chome, Minato~ku, Tokyo 108, JAPAN, Notes. Strikes,
or rather dates, marked with an asterisk ( * ), are only known via the Meyerson articles, and have not
been noted in our inventory or otherwise. OPK = Only Proof Known, DO = Destruction Order Strike.

N=1
N=-2
N-3

N-3A
N-38
N-4
N-4A
N-4B
N-5
N-6
N=7

N-7A
N-8

N-9
N-10
N-10A
N-11
N-12 -
N-12A
N-13
N-13A
N-14
N-15
N-16
N-17

N-18 -
N-19

N=19A
N-198

N-19C
N-20

N-21

N-23 -

(1948 = 1949)
(1942* = 1947)
(1942* - 1947)
1943
OPK = 1949
1949
1949 = 1950
1961 = 1945
DO - 1969
OPK = 1950
1950 - 1956
(1917 - 1931%)
1925
(1919* = 1939)
1930 - 1933
(1937) = 1946
(1899* = 19187)
1902 = 1907
(1912* = 1947*)
1918 - 1928
1945 = 1947
1944
1948 = (1949)
(19367 = 1947*)
(1943)

(1939* - 1944%)

1943 :
(1962) = 19469
1891 - (1894)
(1888* - 1915)

1909

- (1904 = 1946*)

1913-1935 -
(1920 - 1934*)
1933
(1935* = 1946*)

(1921* - 1944%) -

1931 - 1934

(1904 = 1909*) -

1905 .
(1888*) - 1913
1898
(19207*) = 1931
(1949) - 1956
1l‘?SO 1928
923%) - 192
(%53

1930 - (1944*)
1935

1938 - (1948*)

1945

N-23A
N-24
N=-25
N-26

N=-27
N-28

N-28A
N=29
N=-29A

N=30

N=31
N-32
N=33
N-34
N-35
N-35A

- N=36

N-37
N-38

N-38A
N-39
N-40

N-41
N-42

N-43
N-44
N-44A

N-45
N-46
N-47

N=-48
N-49
N-49A
N-50

N-51
N-52

N=55

1938 - 1948

1931

(1938* - 1949*)

(1898* = 1911 )

. 1899

(1915* - 1919%)

(1904* = 1917*)
1908 -

(1852 - 1855)

(1917* = 1920%)

(1914* = 1919)
1918

(1929* = 1944*)
1935

1921 = 1922

(1911* = 1924*)

(1946*) - 1948

(1911* = 1922%)

1911%)

1920%)

(1914%)

(1891%) = 1910
1897

(1916*) = 1930
1918

1944

1896 - 1898

(1898*) - 1936
1909

(1935*) ~ 1939

(1942+) = 1949
1946

1908 - (1914%)

1949 - 21950*)

1951 - (1958)
1953

(1949%) = 1950

(1924%)

(1918* - 1930%)
1924 = 1929

1917* - 1919)
1917%)

(1913* - 1918*)
1914 = 1915

(1917%) - 1923

1922 - (1923%)

1905 = 1909

1911 = (1915%)
1912

(1932 - 1945)

;1919* - 1920%)

N=-55AM ca 1933 N-81  (1938* - 1940%)
G 1937 N-82 1899 - (1899%)
N-558 (1935) - 1937 N-88 1953 - 1956
N-55C (1935 - 1943) N-L3A (1954) - 1956
N~55D (1941)- 1947 N-838 OPK - 1956
N-55E 1932 - 1937 N-83C 19647 - 1968
N-55FG 1937 N-84  (1949) = 1953
P 1935 N-85  (1949* - 1952*)
N-56 1911-1915 N-86  (1949%) = 1955 _
N-57  (1896* = )905*) 1950
1898 N-86A 1955
N-58  (1900* - 1918*) N-84B 1950
1906 = 1917 N-87  (1949*) = 1950
N-58A (1907) N=-87A (1953) - 1955
N-588 (1900* - 1909*) N-878 (1964 = 1947)
1902 N-87C OPK - 1951
N=59 1899 = (1914*) 'N=-87D OPK - 1949
1906 N-67E  (1957) - 1965
N=59A (1920%) N-88  (1939*) = 1944
N-60 1946 - (1949*%) 'N-88A (1947%) - 1949
N=61  (1911%) N-838 (1964 = 1969)
N-63 1898 - (1903*) N-89  (1936* = 1947)
1902 - 1937 |
N-64 (1917* = 1918%) N-50  (1944* - 1947%,
N-65  (19387?) Doubtful N-91 1930 = 1965
N=-66  (1947*) N=92 1937 = (1941%) :
N-67  (1938%) N-93 1949 - 1961
N-48 1910 - (1929*) N-93A (1940%)
N-69 (1898 1938*) iN-94 51905*- 1907+
71900 - 1918 (N-95 1949) = 1955
N-70 (191398 - 19]‘;2‘)7 ' 1951
45 - N-96 1905 = 1916
N-71  (1943*) N-97  (1925*) - 1948
N-72 1913 - (1923"%) 1947
N-73  (1913*) - 1945 N-98 1937 .
- 1943 N-?900 8948))
* = 1945+%) N- 947"
N-73A “%3;323 945%) N-101 (1945%)
N-74 1943 = (1945*) N-102 51943*)-1945
N=74A (1943* - 1949*) N-103 (1944*) - 1948
N-748 1947 - 1948  N=104 (1938* = 1941+
N-75  (1922* - 1940*) N=105 (1904 - 1933*)
- 1935 - 1937 1922 = 1932 .
N-75A (1926%) N-105 1919 = (1945%) *
N-76 (1939 = 1942*) N=-107 1946 -
1941 N-108 1915
N-77  (1947* = 1949*) N-109 §19zs*)
N-78 1940 N-110 (1912%) - 192~
N-79 1929 = (1936) N-111 1925 = (1925*,
. N-80 1927 N-112 (1899 = 1922)
N-80A (1927) _ 1913 -
S : :-HZA (1919+%) '
=113 (1918*
N-114 51130%



END OF TRACKX AND PRINCe RUPZRT RAILWAY POST OFFICE.

4 brief history of fn= Srani Trunk Pacific Rajlway sees {ts start

ir 1903 when Canada's oldest railway, the Grand Trunk, snnounced
plans to ﬂ\tend its 1lne to the Pacific Coast. In 1005 eonstruction
“egan from “innlvez anl the various sections were opened for traffic
as cov;leted. 3y Aurust 13 of 1909 the first train entered EZdmonton
“with d=21ly service conirz the rext year. YWolf Creek, near Edson,

was reached in 1910 to complete the pralrie sectlon.

Ratlrozd bu*ldinc in 3ritisn Columhia was another matter with parts
0° the road»e? more ruzzed than any other in Northk america. It wss
in 1909 tha* final arranzements with the 4cBride Government in B. C.
were made for the termirus at Prince Rupert. Constructlion starteqd
here in that yesr to meet the line comin> from the east. The 100
miles east from Prirce Pupert was coapleted the next year but -hhe
Skeena and Bulkley River Canyons, involving rock cuts, tunnels,

and bBridees, hz2ld construction back and it was rot until 1913

that the lins reached Telkwa, The ralls were jolned on April 7,1914
at Pin"moore, 35 niles west of Prince George, which was exactly
half way hetween Prince Rupert 3nd Wolf Creek.

Ral'lway Post Offices were in operation at the end of steel as the
lines vproaressed. Threz different desiznations were used on the
Grand Trun% Pacific in Alberts and British Columdia:

1) GEAND TRUNK PACIFIC WEST OF WAINWRIGHT

2) EXD OF STEZL GRAND TRUNK PACIFIC WEST BRITISH COLUMBIA

3) END 0® TRACK AMND PRINCE RUPE3T

construction Railway Fost Offices were part of the 'End of
Villaces' and advanced with the rallheads. As snon as the
was completed a rezular E.P.0. was usually established. In
tqe case of the G,T.P., and 3.C. there was the Ednonton and Prince
eorxe, and the Prince Georce and Frince Rupert Railway Post Offices.
Service of *he 3.P.0.'s on this line terminated in YJune of 1935,
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Cover 'A' shows the E.of T.& P.%. R.P.O. postmark of January 19,
1013 which would have heen carried westward to ‘rince Rupert on
the finished line, and thence sowth by steamer.

Cover '3' shows that th2 Rallrozd Y.M.C.A. maintainzd 2 soclal
se~vice irn cornjunction with the contractors. This cover, bearing
the inscription from Sk2sna Crossiny ( before that P.0. openei »n
1-1-14), wss likely fror one of the crew buildinz the 930Fnot
bridce over the Skeena Piver. The letter evidently bhy-passed the
E. of T. £ P.%=. R.P.0. and was concelled on arrival in Prince
Rurert on January 11, 1912, enroute to Nova Scotis,

References: The Yearbonk of 3. C., 1914 by R.E.Gosnell, B.C. Gov't,

Zigtory of the C.M.%. 1973, hy G.B.Stevens, leilillan,
A nistoryv fo banadian R.P.0.'s, 1947, by L.F.Gillem.
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JHEPE FPAEELLER Philatelist, Postal

Box 160
Kamloops, British Columbia, Canada
V2C 5K6

History Specialist, and
Professor of Geography

. August 8, 1977
. Mr. Lew Ludlow

. : Gamlen Far East

. #6=-17, Shibaura 4-Chome
! . Minato-Ku

- Tokyo 108, Japan

."' Dear Lew:

" Here's some more new information that may be worthy of listing in
i the RPO column:

i'First, the Sicamous Sub P.O./Seymour Arm (refer to RPO Newsletter

w.yel IV, No.l - Feb. 1976) I feel should become a listed postmark of
=: a travelling post office. I recently pent a week at Seymour Arm,

+, and had opportunity to visit the travelling post office several

w»+in the RPO Newsletter referred to, the boat mentioned is the M.S.

.~ Phoebe Ann--this is in error. The Phoebe Ann is a tourist excursion

‘<. ! vessel, and does not contain the post office. The P.O. is on the

‘4w’ M.V, Stephanie. It ‘is housed in the cab of a small tugboat that
«» - pushes a barge up the Seymour Arm of Shuswap Lake from Sicamous

.. to Seymour Arm town, with a number of stops inbetween where there

" is no road service. The trip is made 3 times a week, Mon, Wed.,

\ -and Friday only in summer and 2 trips/week in winter. The boat

,I?}&‘ ¢s 34' x 12' and pushes a barge 62' x 35' carrying freight, cars,
elin)" .etec. The total length of trip is about 70 miles, and usually takes

3 a full day. :

,_ﬂﬁ'Mail is handed to the Captain, he cancels and sorts it while enroute,
i1 and it is transferred through the Sicamous postoffice. There are
%7 only 3 kinds of cancels available, and I.am enclosing a photocopy
w4ty 7 of each--a large rubber hammer circular, a square rubber hammer,
.27z~ , and a registry number rectangular rubber cancel. An interesting
g {5 thing occurred when I asked for strikes of the various hammers,
* the square POCON hammer had not been in use since Jan. 6, 1976,
i as evidenced by the date on it--you will note that a strike of
. i+ " the POCON is beside the round cancel, which is dated July 25, 1977,
i a year and half later! When asked about this, the reply was that
"t th ey did not know what the square hammer was for, and so never
used it. Also registered mail is quite scarce, with at most 2 or

tiﬁk{?.a pieces per week (note that my registered letter is No. R4).
[N A
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.. times and observe its entire operation. First off, as per the article
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_ The total volumn of mail sent out from Seymour Arm in the summer

o+ is about 30 to 40 pieces per trip, in the winter about 5 pieces

..v: per trip as the winter permanent population is only 29 people (last

', winter). The summer population is several hundred, mostly vacationers. -
i, As for its legitamacy as a TFPO, I am convinced it is such--on a boat,

*~ - where all mail is processed, postmarked, and sorted. It has operated
/% as such since September 24, 1975.

ot

. Further, and perhaps of greatest importance is that it may not be in
rﬁn'existance too much longer. B.C. Hydro has just built a new road
.71 .. along the west shore of the Seymour Arm of Shuswap Lake, which

i is open to public traffic -emix this summer. Both the residents of
. % the town of Seymour Arm, and the P.0. operators feel that soon

<. a rural route service will be established along the road, and the
- subsidy to the boat operators will cease to exist, so those who
"ﬁ.wish to obtain copies of this postmark better hurry.

i I guess the greatest thrill was to be able to watch it as it must
have been in the good old days--the townsfolk all come down to

;: the dock, and the Captaih gives everybody their mail, and they give
.= him 5858 outgoing mail--there are no postoffice boxes, everybody
‘.4 knows everybody else.

;1 .Enclosed on another photocpy are two possible other new listings:

%> 8.5. PRINCESS LOUISE dated Sep 10 1953 in green ink, a large

©¢ - single circular hammer. I recently found this in another dealer's

“ei's gtock, and do not find anything in the catalogue similiar to it.

.There appears to be nothing at the bottom of the cancel. L

194 0n another photocopy, a possible new clerk hammer, two different IR
! gstrikes on backs of registered covers: TRURO and SYDNEY R.P.O./ '
- % Edwin Crowe--one is train 5, the other train 6, both dated in 1946.

%f None of the Edwin Crowe types so far listed are in small case letters,

;, and none have "and" instead of "&".

I

+* I have not heard from you yet regarding my inquiry about Gambier, B.C.

.

"l‘ v
1

cobu

l:.'.-‘;i}

gi'as a TPO like Burrard Inlet, B.C., and the possible spelling error in :
Did you receive that letter, if not, I'll send you the information

A

;I look forward to your reply at your convenience. Also a photocopy
.of this letter is sent to Jim Lehr, perhaps he can use the info about
' S;camous Sub P.O./Se%pour Arm for a newsletter item.
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