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Dues Over 75% of oun Study Group members have sent in thein dues. Are
you Listed among the !4 people who forgot to send me your cheque? 9
you did not neceive Vol. 5, No. I, please let me know.

(onnection  9n Volume 5, No. (, Page 5 conce,mnuzg, (12 Ynternaiional
Hanveaten (ompany, unden index 6(2) C/2d B/w_ndon, in the "Note /16Ci4.0/7.”
Line &, p/,e,a/le_ cornect H12 2o nead #/0. /.7/19_ aame an Liated in [ above.

New Members: David Marasco, 4047 Me(nimmon Ave., Abbotaford, B.(. V2§ 26
AL Pearsen, 179 Deerwood Dn., Thompaon, Man. RSN (&4
Robz. Jamieaon, [ Plumbatead (t., Yalington, On. M9A V4

Charge of Address
(Connad M. Tnemblay, 4701 Rg. Sz, Ondni, Edmond de Befz,tﬁi.e/t,v Que. (70/( 140

G5 ¢/ID Dave Hlanes sends a photocopy of a recent find
(@ The 2¢ Admiral (oil on /LD

5 (43 (3L ﬁave_‘ haa been seanching and found thia Scott #{68
(%" with a code hole unden the L. Also the other holea do not
exactly Line up with other (13 (9L in hisr possession.

"Ué/(/ K 9n Volume 4, No. 4 we illustrated a new Perfin with a
aingle K Geonge Knowling (o., St. John's NEld. (onrad Tnemblay
has this on Scott’s # 146 with a S2. jo/m'/l alogan cancel. Jhe
iaaue date of this atamp ia Jan 3, 1928, and it in considerably
later than the laat inaue of G4 GK; # 119, sometime in [919.
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Ponitions On checking overn my (2la (MR, Scott’s #714, 9 came across
an interesting pain. Jhe night atamp ( Zace up/ i punched in
"4 position; the left atamp in punched in "D position. On
closen acruting, there ane blind holes in the atamp with
D" position. 9 checked with Jon Johnaon and he remembers
seeing anrheet of (MR Perfins with Die I, the left row of
atamps [ l&ce up/ not. punched through. Jhe operator must
have noticed #hin, and fed the one row back into the Pen-
- Loratorn. Jhua getting two positions on the one atamp. Jhese
are legit non-philatelic doublea.
9 have checked my Limited atock of #715 and 716, but no blind
/szcjlu are A/wwi_ng, on any that 9 have.
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S11 Sun Life Assurance (ompany
In thin inaue of the Perforaton, (onrad Jnemblay har contributed

9\61 the nesults of hin atudy of Perlina on atamps trom the year [930 to
1935, Liating the agencies along with thein Perforaton. We are
indebted to (onrad fon thin extensive nesearnch, and now we all musi
carelully atudy oun SI17°4 for both Postmarks and Perforationa.
9 have left the oniginal page numbers on (onrad’s article for a
ready neference in case you wish to contact (onrad direct with add-
ional information. See below

L L KL KL 17
A note {me Con/uzaf jnemé[ag:

Requined o ansint in compiling a complete listing of all of the insuen
ard Perfin positions on the Sl with Postmarks on identified properdy
in youn collection. Please send details on questions o

(onrad M. JTremblay,

4701 Rg. St. Ondni,

Sz Edmond de Benthien,

Quebec  JOK [AO

Now that (onrad has got you worki -ng on your S-11'4, pleare help
him with the information that he arked fon /u.'g/zz‘_ now, while it in fresh
i yourn mind, and in youn handa.
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3 SUN LIFE PERFINS
ILIST OF AGENCIES WITH THEIR OWN PERFORATOR
STUDY OF PERFINS IN STAMPS FROM THE YEAR 1930 TO 1935

by Conrad M. Tremblay

INTRODUCTICN

In this first article, I will leave aside the historic side
or any aspect of the development and spread in Canada of this
Insurance Company. I will limitate myself to tips, differences,
and facts to show the differences of some perforators for now, not
wanting to go too deep in the study of each perforator. The unique
goal of the following information is to help you get started
sorting some of your own Sun Lifevperfins and get more enjoyment
from this great hobby.

I have been studying them for the past 18 months and it was by no
mean easy to find ways to identify them in their new classification
without paying more attention to the post marks as a key for the
city of the originating Sun Life Agency that punched the stamps for
the period studied.

So far, I contact printed almost 10,000 of them to check the holes
positions and also to make it easier to compare them. It helpdhe spot
an infinite number of differences that characterize each perforator
used in various cities., Without these photos, it would have been
impossible for me to pursue such a study on stamps with 63 holes in
them, With these pictures on hand as permanent documents that you can
handle at will without damaging your stamps, you czn look at them
over and over as often as you need, make accurate measurements with a
microscope (if you own one) enlarging 40x with a built-in sczle in
thousands of an inch.

From that amount of stamps photographed, 7,000 come from a dealer
who got them from a former Sun Life employee who worked at the
Montreal head office (now moved to Toronto a couple of years ago).
That's where every Sun Life Agency throughout Canada had to report
and forward all kinds of important documents,

That accumulation of stamps covers a five-year period as mentioned
above and they are (in various quantities) as follows using Scott
catalogue numbers: 175, 190, 192, 195, 196, 197, 197b (die 1), 198,
199 and 200,
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How it all started? Jean-Cuwy
Dalpé learned of a stamp
dealer that had an accunmulation

of Sun Life perfins. That's all
I needed to go with him and buy

o ®!
a bunch of each number, select— [E& | PP
ing at first only the most read- [B§ 5.50 >3
able city cancels, plus suffi- | ve_ Je e
cient copies of the 8 positions [ | °e ¢ o : '
oy l 3
we could put our hands on to sa- E&} ® 10 039 00 % o
§ g . 4 M3 20 20 04 o4
tisfy our collections and our : se .;.6 -
eventual exchanging partners. iy i@ iAg 7 @7

-Jean-Guy had previously noticed
a low pin in the top "S" of the
perfin (hole 52 - figure 19a)
with a Vancouver cancel on the |
stamp. He reported it immediately;}? 2L AR -
to our pre51dentJon and published Figure A

PV a note in the Perforator Number 7, Vol. 2., August 1981.
He esked then if other members of the stuvdy group had
noticed the same variety. Indeed Jon found that low pin
in the S but he had no answer at that time. That was
# enough to stimulate my curiosity - along with so many
192 stamps on hand with different city cancels from coast

Pig.

to coast.
-List of agencies in Canada with their perforator:
Halifax, N. 3. « « o Figure 1  North Bay, Ont... . Figure 11

Saint John, N.Bs « & " 2 Petervoro, Ont. . . " 12
Quebec, Que. « ¢ o & " 3 Fort Williams, Ont. " 13
Trois-Rivieres, Que. " 4 Winnipeg, lan. « . n 14
Sherbrooke, Que. . . " 5 Regina, Saske o o o " 15
Cttawa, Ont. « « « . g 6 Saskatoon, Sask. . " 16
Toronto, Ont. . . & " 7 Edmonton, Alta. . . " 17
London, Onte « « o " 8 Calgary, Alta. « " 18
Guelph, Ont. « o o & " 9 Vancouver, B.C. « . " 19
Windsor, Onte o o« o " 10

—Easy ones to identify: The figure 19a is from the number 1 position
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of a 5-die perforator located at the Vancouver Office. (“hen perfor-
ating 5 stamps wide at the time, the #1 position is at left, the

stamp being punched face up.) From all the stamps with a Vancouver
cancel, I found the "S" variety every 5 stamps as an average. This
variety was not found with an other city cancel and this fect is a
good enough proof to establish it beyond any doubts an exclusive
Vancouver die. All the Vancouver perfins are found in the "A"

position with extremely rare stzmps punched in the "C" position.

So far, I only found one freak perfin punched in the "P" position

(I am still using the old classification), punched sideways if you
prefer, when the stamp is presented to the perforator the right side
first (face up),and here I am refering to stamps being printed upright
as any of the admiral series. ™

~Figure 3a shows a constant pin missing also, in the
middle cross.bar of the "E" or the E6 hole. This variety
is also found once every 5 stamps with a Quebec cancel,
confirming the existence of a 5-die perforator for that
city. This "E" variety is from the middle punch (die #3)
of the perforator and was not found with an other cancel than Quebec

Figure 3 &

city. The earliest stamp found with that missing pin is #107, Admiral
series, X
-Figures l4a and 14b are from Winnipeg office.

There again, each one of these dies was found
every 5 stamps as an average proving the
existence of a 5-die machine in Winnipeg as _
for the previous cities. In the figure l4e, Figure 1l4a TFigure 14D
the pins missing are N2 and E5. The 14b veriety from that city shows
a high "U6" hole making a wide gap between that pin hole and the "F2"
pin,the bottom of the U going uphill instead of being almost hori-
zontal as for all others. Helifax (Figure la) is also an easier one
to identify. All the perfins found with an
Helifax cancel are punched sideways, with
rare exceptions punched upright, compare
with Figure 19b which is a Vancouver incom-

plete perfin only punched in the A position. \ .
Notice the totally different picture shown Figure la TFigure 19b
by these two Figures from two cities with almost 3,000 miles apart!
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These incomplete perfins are the result of too many sheets of stamps
being punched at once, and the shorter pins not going through leaving
blind perforations or simply no indentation in the stamp. Only one
other office (Quebec) punched stamps sideways but in relatively small
quantities compare to Halifax and they are only found with Quebec can-
cel on stamps number 175, 190, 198, 199 and 200, but these sideways
punches from Quebec are all complete, except that odd stemp with a
missing pin in the ‘'E’,

Almost half of the Sun Life perfins from Regina,
figure 15a have blind or missing perforations and

it is the only other town besides the ones mentioned

above with incomplete design, but again showing us a
different picture as they are eaéily readable if you Tigure 1l5a
compare them with the average Halifax or Vancouver incomplete punches,
Regina perfins are found in A and C positions, the C's representing
only one third of all the perfins from that city.

ODDS AND ENDS ON OTHER CITIES
—Figure 8 (London), figure9 (Guelph) and figure 10 (Windsor) had a
Slla classification before. These
perfins are not easy to identify.
Although they look similar, they
are from different dies.On the

pictorial issues, they are

easily separated by the different Figure 8

cancels proper to each city as

illustrated by the figures 8a,9a Vo‘:‘s?o,;

and 10a. Also, an occasionnal JAN2O
35

roller cancel can be found for ONT.

London.,

London and Guelph perfins are found in A and

B positions but rarely in C or D position.

But for the Windsor perfins, they are found
exclusively in the 'A' position, and so far,

I did not find any 3 cents red No. 197a (die I)
perforated Sun Life by the Windsor dies,

Fig. 10a
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. =Figures 6 and 11 (respectively from Ottawa and
North Bay, Ont.) are very different if you
compare the S8-9 pins, the Ottawa (fig. 6) are
closer and going slightly downhill while the
North Bay are wide apart and horizontal, amongst §
many other differences when doing the plating. Figure 6 Tigure 11
-Similar characteristics between S8 and 9 are
are found in Figure 12 (Peterborough, Ont.)
and Figure 13 (Fort Williams, Ont.) but a closef
look at the pin El shows that it is to the left§
of the N9 pin above it. It is the only one ¢
stamp with such a pronunced pattern. At this Figure 12 Figure 13

stage, all you need, is an Ontario cencel} Only the plating of these
cities and a close comparison of each one of them will make a sure
identification.

~-Trois Pivieres (Tigure 4) and
Sherbrooke (Figure 5) differ
from Quebec (Figure 3) by the
S8, S9 differences and also
you'll notice a characteristic

unique to Trois Rivieres - the Figure 3 Figure 4 Figure 5
bottom cross bar of the E is

going up hill. If we compare the ways the sheets of stanps were
punched, all perfins from Trois Rivieres are found only in the 'A’
position only. For Sherbrooke, we find A and C positions with the
occasionnal B.For Quebec, it is also A and C positions plus the
occasionnal sideway punch as mentioned before.

You have to pay a lot of attention to the cancel, because if it

is a Sun Life perfin, it is invariably one from the cities listed
at the beginning of this article, and it is your easiest way to
identify most of them.

-Sz2int John, N.B. (Figure 2) usually have a fine cancel
with CANADA at the bottom. That inscription can also be
found for Ottawa, Winnipeg, Halifax and Quebec. TFew
'Station A' cancel were also found for Saint John.

Figure %
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-Calgary (Figure 18) and Vancouver at first gave me a major problem
due to a much larger quantity of perfins found for each of these
cities., I really though of a possible 10-die perforator for each of
them although I could not find more than 5 different dies for each
of these locations. In both post offices, the postz2l clerk was using
a sharp, round hammer (not a duplex) and was determined
to hit the stamp without a miss. Some of these stamps ﬁé%%f;ﬁx
from Calgary have up to 4 hammer strikess This is rather‘)sps

Sty

unusual and unique,especially during the early 30's. 428
period that this article covers. The bulk of Calgary
perfins are punched in the A and B positions with the Figure 18

odd inverted C punch. R
-I also found a lot of part cancel to identify, especially with the
letters ON as ending a cancel.In my list of cities, 3 of them end
by ON. They are London, Saskatoon and Edmonton. The first one is
easy to classify being in a class by itself as we have seen before,
The Saskatoon hammer (Fig.l6a) is sharp and lightly inked to make

a fine and dark cancel. On the other hand,

the Edmonton hammer (Fig.l7a) is flattened b?,V§4f“\_

down or possibly made wide like that leaving 7 >

a bold but very light impression as if the < Afgf

inl ! Lg ! 1 &» V.
ink used was light grey. All the cancels e

are like that. What preceeds illustrates Figure l6a Figure 1l7a

well that a cancel specialist would have a field day identifying
the Sun Life perfins without paying too much attention to the
perforator bite in the stamp.

In conclusion for this first article, I have to agree with you
that it won'*t be an easy job to separate all of your Sun life perfins
without any doubt. At this stage, at least,'you are aware of the
existence of 19 different perforators located at one time in as many
(cities) different offices, with each a mailing clerk with its own
habits to perforate stamps for his own use, plus having on hand a
perforator that I can prove to be different from all the others.
From the outlines of this article, I am sure that you can now iden-—
tify between 20 to 25% of your Sun Life perfins. The next article
will give you datas for quantities, positions, measurementé made
for the plating for each perforator as well as all the different
illustrations that can come to assistance to you. Happy hunting!
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