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Dear Study Group Member,

The secrecy of the Camellia Collection was partially broken with Ron Majors presentation 
at the BNAPEX in Vernon of some of the Postal History offerings for the first of two years 
worth of Sales. What a fabulous showing it was. Every cover was precious starting with a 
12d cancelled in blue, a bisect 10c Black Brown, 3 x 10c Black Brown and it went on and 
on with jaws dropping left and right.

Eastern Auctions has released the catalog of items in the first sale on their website on their 
Camellia webpage. The full catalog with descriptions for the November 22, 2025 sale is 
now available. Regular customers are also receiving a full colour hardcover catalog which 
looks very professional. This is certainly the auction sale that would escalate and 
supersize your exhibit.

In other news, there is a second Canada Stamp Catalog now, called the Trajan Canada 
Specialized Stamp Catalog by Robin Harris. You can check it out by clicking on the link or 
at a Stamp Show soon. We have had copies at the VGG Library to preview and I can tell 
you the prices are quite different compared to the Unitrade. Next time you’re at a Stamp 
Show, it’s worth trying to browse through the pages. There are also copies at the VGG 
Library if you’re in the neighbourhood.

Jim Jung
Editor

P.S. BNAPEX 2026 is in Valleyfield, Quebec

https://www.easternauctions.com/camellia/
https://coinstampsupplies.com/product/the-2026-trajan-canada-specialized-stamp-catalogue-introductory-pre-order-offer/
https://coinstampsupplies.com/product/the-2026-trajan-canada-specialized-stamp-catalogue-introductory-pre-order-offer/
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Kennedy Correspondence by Wayne Smith

I thought I would make a few comments on the cover of Jim’s (Figure 2)  that was the lead item in 
the last newsletter. The cover is part of the very large and well known ‘Kennedy’ correspondence.  

The bulk of the items are addressed to David Sproat Kennedy 1791 – February 2, 1853.  Besides 
the Pence issue covers there are also many stampless covers.  I don’t track them but have seen 
examples as far back as 1845.  Covers with Nova Scotia stamps to him have also been seen.  He 
was a Scottish-American merchant and banker who served as the 23rd president of the Saint 
Andrew’s Society of the State of New York.  He became an agent for the Bank of Montreal and 
several others in Canada and later the Canadian Post Office Agent.

The majority of covers to him are addressed to D S Kennedy but some are addressed as David S 
Kennedy.  The majority being to 58 Wall St but some are just Wall St.  The vast majority just have 
his name but a few references him as a banker.   

Over half the covers come from Montreal but there are also covers from St. Thomas, St. 
Catherines, Toronto, Belleville, Hamilton, and Kingston.  The letters are mainly single rate but there 
are Money letters, double and triple rates. 

Following his death, letters addressed to him quickly dropped off.  I have only seen 2 later in Feb 
and then another 8 up to Aug 10, 1853. 

Key items include a cover with 3p laid paper plus 5c US Sc 1 dated Ju 8, 1851 and 2 covers with 
12p laid paper from Hamilton Jy 19, 1852 and De 8, 1853 (also 2 12p fakes that originally were 
stampless covers).

Figure 1 - typical D S Kennedy cover from Montreal to 58 Wall Street in New York City
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Kennedy Correspondence by Wayne Smith

Following the death of David Kennedy covers addressed to Robert Lennox Kennedy, 58 Wall St., 
New York started to appear.  Robert was David’s son.  The cover shown in the last newsletter is 1 
of 6 single letter rate covers from Montreal, each paid with a 6p laid paper stamp.  The earliest is 
Fe 17, 1853 and the latest Ap 10, 1853.  Robert would later become president of the National 
Bank of Commerce, the largest bank in NY in late 19th century.

Figure 2 - Cover addressed to R. Lennox Kennedy from Montreal to 58 Wall Street in New York City

Figure 3 - Cover 
addressed to 
Miss Ann 
Kennedy from 
Montreal to 58 
Wall Street in 
New York City
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Kennedy Correspondence by Wayne Smith
A third Kennedy is Ann Kennedy. From February 11, 1853 to July 19, 1853 there is a group of 25 
covers all from Montreal with the addressee’s name excised out.  They still show that the covers 
are addressed to Miss, name missing, Wall St. (no #), New York.  The handwriting is the same on 
each cover.  In addition, there is a MR 30 cover with the exact same handwriting but instead of 
the name being removed, the address in New York was removed.  The name is Miss Ann 
Kennedy and based on the hand writing it is assumed all the name excised are part of the same 
Ann Kennedy correspondence.  I have not found any information on who she was but assume 
she was related to the 2 other Kennedys. 

As mail to D S Kennedy was saved up to August 10, 1853 but letters to Robert and Ann stop 
before that, it seems they were only in New York for a few months following David’s death. 

Figure 4 - Cover addressed to Miss Ann Kennedy with the name excised out  from Montreal to Wall Street in 
New York City. There is no number in  front of Wall Street.
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Canada’s Five Cents Beaver Proofs with Various Plate Flaws Part 4
by Michael D. Smith

15TCiv - Position 36 State 1 

Short entry E spandrels. H9011 = 
dash West of AGE
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Canada’s Five Cents Beaver Proofs with Various Plate Flaws Part 4
by Michael D. Smith

15TCiv - Position 41 State 1 

W margin guide dots. 
Traces of fresh entry at W. 
Two ‘C’ dots.
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Canada’s Five Cents Beaver Proofs with Various Plate Flaws Part 4
by Michael D. Smith

15TCiv - Position 36 State 1 

Top of page and lower left: R. 50 = 
fresh entry. Lower Right: Pf. 86b
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Canada’s Five Cents Beaver Proofs with Various Plate Flaws Part 4
by Michael D. Smith

15TCiv - Position 61 State 1 

W. margin guide dots. 
Two ‘C’ dots. Pf. 107a. 
Weak frame lines SE 
corner.
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Canada’s Five Cents Beaver Proofs with Various Plate Flaws Part 4
by Michael D. Smith

15TCiv - Position 79 State 1 

Short entry NW



14

Canada’s Five Cents Beaver Proofs with Various Plate Flaws Part 4
by Michael D. Smith

15TCiv - Position 11 State 4 

Dots below ‘EN’. H9019 = dot below ‘G’ of 
POSTAGE



15

Canada’s Five Cents Beaver Proofs with Various Plate Flaws Part 4
by Michael D. Smith

15TCiv - Positions 13, 14, 23, 24, 33, and 34 State 4 
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Canada’s Five Cents Beaver Proofs with Various Plate Flaws Part 4
by Michael D. Smith

15TCiv - Position 13 State 4 

Left: S margin dot 
weak. 
Centre: H7034 
weak. 
Right H1020 = dot 
over NE corner. 
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Canada’s Five Cents Beaver Proofs with Various Plate Flaws Part 4
by Michael D. Smith

15TCiv - Position 14 State 4 

Left: Pf. 79b. 

Right: H9021 = 
dots in Sun’s 
rays
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Canada’s Five Cents Beaver Proofs with Various Plate Flaws Part 4
by Michael D. Smith

15TCiv - Position 23 State 4 

R. 40 Marks around these three 5’s 
are indicative of this re-entry
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Canada’s Five Cents Beaver Proofs with Various Plate Flaws Part 4
by Michael D. Smith

15TCiv - Position 24 State 4 

New ‘C’ dot

New doubling as 
R. 63. Top inner 
frame line 
doubled UL, inner 
and outer frame 
lines doubled LL
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Canada’s Five Cents Beaver Proofs with Various Plate Flaws Part 4
by Michael D. Smith

15TCiv - Position 33 State 4 

Left: Short entry NE. 
Right: pf. 29b ‘low 
twig in waterfall’
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Canada’s Five Cents Beaver Proofs with Various Plate Flaws Part 4
by Michael D. Smith

15TCiv - Position 34 State 4 

Normal
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Half Penny Position 29 Scratch in E of POSTAGE
by Earl Noss, Michael D. Smith and Dr Jim Watt

This nice mint Half Penny stamp 
was sent in by Earl Noss and 
displays a large and heavy scratch 
through the E of POSTAGE. Mike 
Smith gave us this image of a black 
proof showing just how large the 
scratch actually is.
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Half Penny Position 29 Scratch in E of POSTAGE
by Earl Noss, Michael D. Smith and Dr Jim Watt

Here’s the scratch on a proof 
sheet image supplied by Dr Jim 
Watt which gives us the plate 
position. This is the sheet of 
100 so that is position 29. This 
was a real team effort putting 
together all these little details to 
come up with the information 
we want for this stamp and 
plate position.
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Study Group Information and Report on BNAPEX 2025
by Ron Majors

First, the organizers Mark Oakley and David Bartlett, Co-Chairman of the BNAPEX 
2025 did a great job of putting together a great venue for the show and field trips to 
local vineyards including nice scenery on the way. The meeting took place at a hotel 
near downtown Vernon, BC which was quite a drive from the closest airport in 
Kelowna, BC. There was a great program for arriving attendees to be met by a driver 
who took them to the hotel (about a 30-40 minute drive). The final headcount was 102 
total members and 17 dealers, a few which traveled from considerable distances with 
their stock. As I am more interested in early Canadian postal history, in the dealer 
bourse, there were a few local dealers who had more early mail pertaining to Western 
Canada postal history but not in my era. Of course, the usual BNAPEX dealers were 
there in force. I did find one cover sent to Arkansas to be added to my U.S. Civil War 
exhibit of early decimal covers. The social events were pretty good both on Friday 
night at a local winery called the Gray Monk and for the Grand Awards banquet at the 
hosting hotel on Saturday night. In both places the food was very good but I favored 
the Friday night dinner since the wine never seemed to dry up!

Photo courtesy of Canadian Stamp News
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Study Group Information and Report on BNAPEX 2025
by Ron Majors

Photo courtesy of Canadian Stamp News

Above and 
Left: Photos 
courtesy of 
Dr. Jim Watt

Left: Bill Radcliffe receiving the Order of 
the Beaver. Below: Lunch with a beautiful 
view of the mountains and the lake.

Bottom: Dinner out with stamp collector 
friends.
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Study Group Information and Report on BNAPEX 2025
by Ron Majors

Photos courtesy of Canadian Stamp News

Above: Dealers at 
the bourse.

Left: The Awards 
Banquet. I hear the 
food was excellent 
and it looks like a 
full huse.
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Study Group Information and Report on BNAPEX 2025 (Vernon, BC)
by Ron Majors

The Pence-Cents Study group meeting was fairly well attended considering the overall 
meeting attendance but most of the people were there to hear about and see pictures 
of the Camellia files. There must have been around 15 people in attendance. The first 
talk of the 90-minute session was presented by Jim Jung, Pence-Cents Newsletter 
Editor. Jim’s title for his presentation was 5 ¢ Beaver USB Key Image Library.  Jim 
was unable to attend the meeting, so I played a 20-minute thumbdrive video of his 
presentation that he pre-recorded earlier. I used a hookup with my PC and a small 
amplifier/speaker and it was quite good to provide sound to the whole room.

Jim specializes in re-entries/fly specks for the Beaver issues and the image library 
allows one to compare well-documented varieties with issues in your collection. The 
presence of varieties on a particular stamp may indicate that it has a higher catalog 
value than a common 5¢ Beaver stamp.

Cover is courtesy of Jim Jung

Major Re-entry 13 at position 83 state 8 on cover from 
Port Hope to Toronto dated AU 31 66.
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Study Group Information and Report on BNAPEX 2025 (Vernon, BC)
by Ron Majors

Bill Radcliffe, who was welcomed as the newest member admitted to the Order of 
the Beaver during the Awards dinner on Saturday evening, gave a talk on early 
pence and cents covers in his collection. Most of his slides were based on 3d 
Beavers and 5 Cents Beavers on cover. Bill has been able over the years to 
assemble some nice examples of these early covers.

Cover is courtesy of Bill Radcliffe
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Study Group Information and Report on BNAPEX 2025 (Vernon, BC)
by Ron Majors

My talk which was last covered selected decimal and Large Queen examples of postal 
history items coming up in November 22, 2025 Camellia auction handled by Eastern 
Auctions. The Camellia collection which has been built up in Europe in the last 6 
decades or so has enough strong material to satisfy postal history collectors or those 
that buy stamps, proofs, covers, etc. Some amazing Newfoundland will be coming up 
later. I chose to show some of the special pieces of postal history that will come up in 
the November catalog. The collection is so voluminous it may take several more 
auctions to put the philatelic material back into the Canadian marketplace.

Cover is courtesy of Eastern Auctions
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Study Group Information and Report on BNAPEX 2025 (Vernon, BC)
by Ron Majors

Cover is courtesy of Eastern Auctions
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The Positions of the E Flaw - 1c Decimal Issue
by Jim McCormick

Jim McCormick sent these copies of the E Flaw and I decided it would be a perfect time to revisit this 
mysterious Plate Flaw. The mystery lies in the fact that it has not been recorded on any proofs. Mike 
Smith originally had a presentation in which he pointed out that he believed the flaw is actually on more 
than one position, not just at position 34 as listed in catalogs and books. He based this on the guide dot 
that is at 9 o’clock at the inner oval. Mike found copies of the E Flaw which he plated at position 34, 44, 
54 and 64 by comparing the guide dots to his proof sheet of the 1c Decimal. In a later issue of Dots and 
Scratches, he found he was mistaken in that position 64 actually did not have the E Flaw. However, 
position 34, 44 and 54 did indeed have the E Flaw at some time. Here is a detailed look at each of the 
three positions of the E Flaw.

Position 34 - The Guide 
Dot is on the  left side 
of the oval line and 
touches the oval line.

Read Mike Smith’s original articles on the E Flaw 2016 #8 and 2016 #9.

https://bnaps.org/studygroups/re-entry/newsletters/ree-2016-04-v003n02-w008rx.pdf
https://bnaps.org/studygroups/re-entry/newsletters/ree-2016-07-v003n03-w009rx.pdf
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The Positions of the E Flaw - 1c Decimal Issue
by Jim McCormick

Position 44 - The Guide 
Dot is to the right of the 
oval line and barely 
touches the oval line.
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The Positions of the E Flaw - 1c Decimal Issue
by Jim McCormick

Position 54 - The Guide Dot 
is on top of the oval line and 
can be seen on both sides of 
the oval line.

Another flaw on position 54 
is the extended frameline in 
the upper right corner. I have 
seen this on all examples of 
position 54.

Image courtesy of Jim Jung
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The Positions of the E Flaw - 1c Decimal Issue
by Jim McCormick

Here is a position 54-64 with the E Flaw showing 
on just the top stamp. THe guide dot on position 
54 is clearly on the oval line and visible on both 
sides of the line. The position 64 stamp has no E 
Flaw confirming this fact. We also see an oddly 
shaped guide dot on the position 64 stamp. The 
position 54 stamp also has the extended 
frameline in the upper right corner.

Images courtesy of Jim Jung
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Upcoming Shows (Ctrl + Click on image for website)

https://dubai2026wse.com/
https://dubai2026wse.com/
https://dubai2026wse.com/
https://www.macao2026.org.mo/
https://www.macao2026.org.mo/
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Upcoming Shows (Ctrl + Click on image for website)

https://boston2026.org/
https://taipei2026.post.gov.tw/taipei2026/en/index.jsp?ID=1403690934606
https://taipei2026.post.gov.tw/taipei2026/en/index.jsp?ID=1403690934606
https://taipei2026.post.gov.tw/taipei2026/en/index.jsp?ID=1403690934606
https://taipei2026.post.gov.tw/taipei2026/en/index.jsp?ID=1403690934606
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Upcoming Shows (Ctrl + Click on image for website)


