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STUDY GROUP NEWS

- Malcolm Back, Editor
1 John Walsh reports that thealsh 2022 Newfoundland Specialized Stamp Catalogil 1 & Vol
2, 13thEdition eBook 490 & 454 pgs, and tB622 British North American Specialized Stamp
Catalogue are now available on line atvww.nfldstamps.comHe also sent along this link to an
interesting webite. https://stampsmarter.org/Learning/TreeNew.html. Check it out.
1 Please refer to Page 16 for the Treasurer's report and a notice regarding dues for 2021.
1 Also refer to page 17 fomaannouncement of @parks Auction taking place January 91, 2021.

BOX CANCELLATIONS OF BELL ISLAND AND BELL ISLAND MINES; AN UPDATE
by Brian Stalker

NewfoundlandNewsletter # 177 of OdDec
2019 included my analysis of the box cancellation
from Bell Island and Bell Island Mines. At that time |
had only a partial strike of BI(ii)) and was uncertain o 2K "
the lettering and dimensions. Recently | was pleased RS 5 X7
acquire a complete strike on a cover to Toronto, whic itk ' ;
is shown below, along with updatedtd.

Carl Munden also reported some earlier an
later dates of other listings as follows:
 POST OFFICE |

Bell Islandv) new early date of MAR 30 1927 E T e
Bell Islandvi) new late date of JUN 5 1933 P MAR 28 1921

Bell IslandMineqiv) new late date of FEB 1 1932  seLe isLano.
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AN EXHIBIT BY DAVID PIERCEY
The Cancellations of Newfoundland 1868908

- continued

QUARTERED CORKS - Continued

A scarce stamp to
find in this condition,
and with SON cancel

Issue current 1868-1871 Issue current 1868-1871

Issue current 1865-

A scarce stamp to
find in this condition,
and with SON cancel

Issue current 1880-1887 Issue current 1880-1887
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AN EXHIBIT BY DAVID PIERCEY
The Cancellations of Newfoundland 1868908

Conclusion

QUARTERED CORKS - Continued

Issue current 1880-1887

Issue current 1887-1897

Issue current 1897-1910

Issue current 1898-1910 Issue current 1907-1910

CONCLUSION

While the use of corks and other fancy cancels would continue in very occasional use into the
Twentieth Century, this practice had by then all but disappeared due to more and more post offices
being supplied with manufactured obliterators of common design, and the resulting near-uniformity
of postal obliterators then becoming utilized. Consequently, this short-lived period of postmasters
creating their own fancy cancels, ending about 1900, reminds us of a time when the individualism
and creativity of postal clerks flourished, and has provided us collectors with a reminder of such
postal customs long now since passed.




FJ NEWFOUNDLAND NEWSLETTER Number 182
BNAPS NEWFOUNDLAND STUDY GROUP JargMar 2021

THE EARLIEST, NON-ARCHIVAL LETTER FROM NEWFOUNDLAND
byTi mot hy O&6Conn

This report documents the earliest, rawchival letter from

A NewfoundlandThepurpose of this report is to introduce the BNAPS family
7% 2 . toa 1?03 letter from_NewfoundIand to Boston, via Bermudg. (Thg address
/7,,/;,1,_9,.,,,:4??)@9{\?/,{'/ panel is shown in Figure 1.) The letter was t&nt by Captain William
A7 p Pickering of Salem, Massachusetts, and addressed to Samuel Lillie, at tha
Herchint— point a wealthy Boston merchant who would join with others to underwrite

: / 5 commercial maritime
- / /Sriton= ventures. In this 2

. A /[ . Z (;,_')
particular case, h Nl w“"‘, ,/’*"*f'“*w@‘//“fﬂ"’”?

£ oo was a majority owne o o A
))6u0tng furcd -} of theSloopContent @3"5/}3@2“’”5 Tt //(«’13
- 2 . . , »c,fr?f o /;

y Pickering -l M‘?j’ff ff;’”,\i.,‘
By 1707, Lillie would < J7“ma Ao by

; g 1 \;0 . Do Jovn ot
/%a ﬁﬂ/ﬁ;z{gm be destitute, as wa ’/7§ je s ::-ff:m of. a K /9,,1,;7;,’{/ %) :
s, g e lm- £,

o T

| and weather lary “”’“‘”"‘ w;w, bip Giteerift (e S
. conspired to rewar fﬁ M, fonosmtles:. 56 vt f8
Figure 1 Address panel of 1703 letter . . . , w& w#uc mm/n?/e QU K yrrans 1o G R
him with a series of S? wod -, a}y

i i r’f’um Disef /ﬁ‘/m#‘fn M/ s,

financial setbacks. i iy [ ,a,, ,,4, Aemirmtid i o

Captain Pickering was a frequent visitor to § £ Qé;/’*“ e *’"Q(f/jﬁ%‘:
Johnds, being Lill i edacting @mm,@’% /Hnﬁwy o Dut

similarly for other Boston investors. ;;”:‘j ol 2 by i e ,,{,:‘72,,%%‘? j‘f i
The |l etter (Figure 2) ﬁ#fm‘é%fm”"g’f;/”’y;{;jiﬁzﬁf f,ﬂ Joh
NewlandJuy3, 17030. He report f%‘«“”/”‘f‘“’ Hinosd) e Soment es,

assistance in a military cause and hopes for a success|
voyage to Europeé
nMr . Lillie

Sr this comes to Acquaint you that we Arrived with your Sloop Content hear the 4th day of June & have sold
your goods gcept some pork and rum The molasses | have sold for 2/6 & 3/pr Gall | could have sold three
times as much to good paymasters Rum | have sold for 5/ & 6/6 & 7/pr Gall That feches some ready money -
flower | have sold for 30/pr (?) Could have sold thrieses as much & have sold some pork for 4 (?) pr Barrl

& some att 3:15p & what bread | have sold for 30/pr hundred & tobacco all /9p pr Oz. Sloop is taken upon the
Queends Service upon an Expedition bt ThoGalleyli t ch
Edw Rumley Commandr of Bonadventure. Entered into pay (?) day of June att (?) per month they (?) & a ma
Wm Harbuttis in her & a boye on the Queends pay
valued her att 130 (?) Sterling Myther two Hands | (?) ashore for coming home from New England made the
lle of Sables & being fare weather took off the people that were there (?) Hillyerd & his Company so having
these hands to keep a boat fishing hoping to get something of itt & toyilmotas until the fish be ready to
rearrive | am in hopes that fish will fetch a good price on (?) by reason that there is but very few ships in the
land fishing. Your Brother Thomas Lillie is not in the Land The last news | hear of him he was in Lighisn Sa
now at 3 Quintos pr Hogshead not at present Re mai n your Servant to comm

Figure 2 Letter dated July 3, 1703

Editor's NoteSee BNA Topics, Volume 77, No. 3, Whole number 564, ppA%or thecompletestory.
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NEWFOUNDLAND:1919 CARIBOU ISSUE 15¢ DENOMINATION

| TS6 TRUE I NK I NGREDI ENT STRUCTURE
- John M. WalsiFRPSC

In the1919Cariboustampserieof Newfoundlandwelvedenominationsverereleased from 1¢ up to 36¢.
Each denomination had-mrders sent from the Newfoundland Post Office and these were printed at differen
times of their usable life cycle. Some denominations had as manyrasosders.

It is commonly oBerved that when ferders are printed, there are often differences isdhsank colour
intensities.Collectorscall theseshadesOnec o | | eegesnoightésse a different colowwhade which another
collector does not see as different. This provides enjoyment in stamp collecting and socwtioen.

This article focuses only on the 15¢ denomination of this 1919 issue. This poorly imaged animal, since
creation, has beentome nt ed by many Oresearchd philatelists.
asked why the mouth is open and commeuwtethe wordsusedinsidethe stampdesign.Theink colour of this
stamphas also been called intlispute.

You maywonderwhy thecolourmightbein dispute.Fromits obviouslook, it presents aa blue colour.
Yes,you canfind examplesn alighter blue shadgseefig 1). So,in
generalthereareblueandlight bluecolours.Somewill try to divide the shadegurtherinto lesserintensitiesput
atthe end of the day it is only shades of the samedullair.

The problem that raises its ugly head is that some have tried to suggest that two different inks, havi
different bluecolours,wereusedo printthis15¢denominatiorand muchasbeendiscusse@boutits truecolour.
Evenstamp certifiers have certified that they can see that two different inks were used, one being Prussian Bl
When examples of the stamp are sent out to get a certificate,anéy &f those presented will get certified as
being of the Prussian Blue colour. The expertizing group does charge a fee to provide a certificate that will st
6yesd or 6nob6 to it being Prussian Bdlendcrediblityandie ¢
enhancemerib thatcertified item when it is offered for sal&nd yes, it is only an opinion.

So why is it important if the stamp is deemed to be Prussian Blue or not? If we look back at past
books and catalogues on the issue we find the following:

Poole and Huber in their 1922 book described the colour as deep blue. B__
Newfoundland book of 1942 described it as dark blue. The Scott 1952 cataloguc—
uses theéermdarkblue.HolmesSpecialized 968catalogualescribes asdeepblue,
aterm also used by the Robson Lowe book of 1973. The first mention | can fir &
Prussian Blue comes in the 1977 Unitrade catalogue which listed shades of I|{[ &
and Prussian Blu¢helatterwith a4x value.The2005editionof thissamecatalogue
listedthesame two shades but the value multiplier for the Prussian Blue shade
now 3x. Stanley Gibbons Commonwealth and British Empire 184Y0 catalogue —
of 2010 listed shades of Indigo and Prussi&reBthe latter with a 6x value. Walsh S22
Newfoundland SpecializedCataloguesrom 2012 and 2014 listed three shades;
darkblue, brightblue at2x andPrussiarBlue at 3x. By the2016and2018editions
of this samecataloguethe valuemultiplier for the PrussianBlue shadehadbeen |E
removednovalueshown)andit was noted that this shade required a certificate. T ===
2016 and 2020 editions of the aforementioned Stanley Gibbons catalogue
shades of Indigo and Prussian Blue withlatternow havinga 7x valuemark up.
The2019and2020editionsof the Scott Specialized Catalogue of classic stamps ¢
covers from 1840 to 1940 listed two shades, Scott 124 and Scott 124b Prussia
with a 10x price mark up. The Walsh 2020ataloguédaslisted only two shades,
blueandlight bluewith thesamevaluation.

Figurel
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- Continued

The trend, in recent year s, to distinguish a
greater price differential is clear.

From 2014 onward, the author, editor of thewfoundland Specialised Stamp eCatalodwes been
askingmany a philatelist and stamp certifier how you can tell which stamp is Prussian Blue versus plain blt
when Prussian Blue is a specifically made ink that happens to give a blue colour? A reasonable request you w
think!

Many interestingresponseserereceived0 tantell by the subtledifferencesns h a d e &hedheice n g
of mostrespondersSomecertifierscomparedhestampcolourby eye against the Pantone colatips. Certainly
not a very scientific way, was my way of thinkingl eyesseecoloursdifferently; definitely maleexaminers.

You will notneed all the digits on one hand to list the fenexi@miners!

Because cataloguers have deliberately listed wfimite and specific ink colours withvery differential
valuation,a dedicatedsearchfor a scientific meango give closureon the two colourgisted, Indigo Blue and
Prussian Blue, was undertaken. With the distinctive cataloguing, it seems that everyone forgets that the Prus
Blue colour is determined by the ingredients used in its ink preparation. Prussian Blue itself is simply a speci
ink that has a blueolour.

It is recorded by Harry Huber in Poole and Huber published in 1922 (very close to thedf tingkering
andreleaseof the Caribouissue)thattheinitial Cariboustamporderwas r ecei ved i n St .
on 2nd Janugrl919 and he provides the stated delivered quantity for the 15¢ value as 50,000. Shortly thereaft
the contractor Whitehead Morris Ltd was further ordered by the Newfoundland Government to presacter
of 25,0000f eachof the high denominationgo be given direct to the Newfoundland High Commissioner in
London. No delivery of thisrer der was made to St. Johnos, t hey
contractor had their printer De La Rue directed to print this addition@D@%rder after the initial order had
already been finished and sent out. Future researchers suggest that thisriig¢ seems to have had a different
blue shade to the original. The difference in the blue calasnoticedanda specific namewasassgned.
Cataloguerpickedup onthetwo blue name differences and listed them with diffevatations.

Information on Newfoundland stamps has been released by Robert H. Pratt in many a publication. Sta
collectors would be seriously lacking informatiathout his research. However, some of the information he
published has his opinion embedded into it. At times, readers have accepted this to be fact.

The Collectors Club of Chicago Pratt digital files provide all readers with freedom to study the image
and written statements as provided by Pratt. From these CCC Pratt digital files is found and shown a 1
imperforated lower right marginal block having HC initials and a date of 28/11/18. Pratt makes a point c
del i ber atnotetige caloureot thérbgA 6w h i ¢ h . HesstatesNhatl1&Be6 (no year) was the last
date ofthelaststampto be printedon thefirst order(shownis the 36¢ havingHC 13 Dec18 on it). He says on
another slide image that shows a set of perforated upper left dotner dskealievéd to have come from sets
sold by the Newf oundlltasraldo feli thanthey svere pointed aftar the forsh rdncandd@hus
have different shades (lighter). He specifically states that the 15¢&dlue t he PRUG&8dM AN B |
anothesslide#2-1510showingperforatelocks,with anupperleft corner 15¢ different block from the previous,

h e s tha 15¢ wluedis the INDIGO coldir. Whil st some have placed gr
important to remembehatt hes e ar e hi s aésignming totodr samesdmtherlbtovalue not the
printer or the contractor. As to the date that Pratt created these digital files, that is unclear but they have differ
numbering in the top left shestargins.To the author it did not make sense to have another different ink
composition made up to print a specifiea@er.
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- Continued
In the search for a more scientific answer | sought out chemistry professor (emeritus) Richar
Judge who, armed with scientific instruments, has been studying and publishing his riasdengs on stamp
ink analysis. He was approached and asked if he would do a scientific analysis to determine if there were re
two different ink ingredientonsistenciedde agreedo do this andwould do it with the help of the author and
Garfield Portch, a member of the Vincent Graves Greene Philatelic Research Foufwa@&n
RichardJudgewasgivenaselectiorof uncertifiedandcertifiedd P r u B b uskraps that were gathered
from a variety of sourcestobeardyd al ongsi de a number of stamps d
He used the VSC 6000 Reflectance, XRF and ATIRR spectroscopy instruments. The basic question he was
asked was O0Does a Prussian Bl ue Sh®TdadoftMeaQaribalitsys uEex?
With this direction, Richard Judgemadeuse of a variety of scientific instrumentsat his disposalHis
detailedfindingsarepresentedbelowby theauthorin ashortenedormat. The results provide the conclusion for
all sampcollectors.

Abstract- Philatelic catalogues list two major blue shades for the 15¢ Newfoundland Trail of the
Caribou stamp. This study showed that the ink chemistry, as determined by XRF;FAIMTR and reflectance
spectroscopi es, i s t he s ansamdsand 34tstandardcblue stampsi Base@ ah
the knownpropertiesof Prussianblue pigmentthatis presenin all copiesandislikely the sole colouringagent,
this study concludes that separate listings for this stamp are not supported. Clearly, shades variations do exis
but not a differentink

Introduction: - philatelists think that shade determination is more art than science. This analysis shift
the emphasis towards a quantitative scientific determination. Suzedanie the results of-Ray Flourescence
(XRF), Attenuated Total Reflectande Fourier Transform Infrared (ATHRTIR) and Visible and Near IR
Reflectance spectroscomtudiesPublishedresultsin the scientificliteratureaboutthis pigmentandfillers are
presented along with reseam@nclusions.

Experimental Details:- John Walsh supplied eight uncertified copies along with one copy certified by
the APS Expertizing Service (APEX) as Prussian Blue. Garfield Portch of the Vincent Graves Greene Philate
Research Foundation Expertizing Sen{d&G Expertizingor VGG) suppied two normalcopiesablockof four
normal and their standard copy for Prussian Blue determinations. Richard Judge, retired chesfessgiand
analysesupplied23 uncertifiedcopiespneusedandonecopy with a Royal Philatelic Society bbndon (RPSL)
certificate as Prussian Blue. The XRF tests were performed with Bruker Tracer Vi with a thin Al filter at a
excitation energy of 20KV and a current of 70uA. The Infrared studies used a Thermo NicolETER0Gth a

6 Sm®r bdiaméndmicro ATR accessorySpectravererecordedat 4 and a few selected at 2dmesolution
with a minimum of 32 scans. The spectra were uncorrected for ATR artifacts. Reflectance spectra were recor
using Foster Freeman VSC6000/HS comprehensive examinatiemsfs stamps. The copies remaining were
analysed with a higher resolution Ocean Optics USB4000 reflectance spectrometer and a coaxial fibre of
reflectance probe.

Discussion: Instrumentation results shown in fig 2 preserg¢@esentative XRF spectrusha highand
a low calcium contentstamp.X-ray fluorescencewill only give information about the elements presana
samplenotthechemicaktompoundshatcontainthese elements. As indicated, iron (Fe) is strongly present whilst
calcium (Ca) and potassium (K) are clearly present but at less concentration and variable concentration.
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Calcium Iron
(Kalpha)| (K alpha)
3656 Iron (K beta)

~7x Expansion

15000 Potassium

Counts

Chlorine

10000

Sulphur
Aluminum

Calcium
(K beta)

5000 4

LN A

0 2 4 6 Enerav kev 8 10 12

e

Fig 2 XRF spectrum of a higher calcium content stamp (black)versus a lower calcium content stamp
(red). Except for concentration differences in calon,potassiunandchlorinethetwo groupsof stamps
share identical elementabmpositions.

The elements aluminium (Al), chlorine (Cl), phosphorous (P), sulphur (S) and zinc (Zn) are present but in tra
amounts. As ardentificationtechniquethisis as far as this XRF will take us. The instrument is limited te ele
ments heavier than sodiumgNand thus the bulk of the elements thakeupthestampare6 i nvi si bl e ¢
carbon,nitrogen,oxygen and hydrogen. A further limitation in interpreting the chemical makeup of the stamp
liesin the deeppenetratingpowersof X-rays.Both the thin layer of ink andthe paper itselfcontributeto the
spectrum.Nonethelessall examplesjncluding the certified copies, show amazing similarity in the elements
present. The absence of lead (Pb) and/or bariumiidl)the spectras significant. Stampsof this eratypically
containedPb,primarilya s 6 lwé avididl wasusedasadiluentto moderateheintensecolourof thepigment.

Ba intheform of bariumsulphatewvasanotherintensewhite diluent. Anothercommondiluentis Ca in the form

of calcium carbonate (Ca@@®r chalk) and this is the diluent in use h@gee fig 3 overleaf). The trace amount

of Zn could indicate the use of either zinc oxide (ZnO) or zinc sulphide (ZnS) both of which areoni@unds.

The XRF has shown that calciui@a) atoms or ions are present in the stamp although the molecular
salt compoundresponsiblgor the signal cannotbe determinedby XRF alone. However, Fourier Transform
Infrared (FTIR) spectroscopy will give different signals for Yagiouspossiblesourcesof Ca. In figure 3 the
major absorptionpeaksdueto 6 Pr ussi an Bl ueb, calcium carbonate
unequivocally shown that t heallthd sgmpkes This gighment s discassed B
later. Celldose from the paper is seen from both the ink and paper and is a consequence of the engraving pro
that leaves much of the paper surfagposed.

Both the spectra from the XRF and FTIR instruments show a partitioning of the sampte® groups
basdontheircalciumcontent.Typical spectrareshownin fig 4 overleaf. A limited sample size suggested a 4:1
(higher:lower) partition. As shown in fig 5, the certified copies are mixed between thienitgo
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Typical Higher Ca Stamp \
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Fig 3 A representative sample of the three major-qomuindsdentified
in the high Ca content stamps.
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Fig 4 ATR FTIR spectra comparing a representative high calcium
carbonate stamp (black)witénlow calciumcarbonatestamp(red). Note
thed Yakesaresplitto better show the twspectra.
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Fig 5 The three certified Prussian Blaepies (upper plots) compared to
one of the thirty higher calcium carbonate stamps (lower plot in red).

Thereflectancespectrums theonemosteasilyinterpretedasacolourorashade.
Small changes in the spectrum can lead to noticeable shade changes as perceived by the
eye. Forthe analysis,a large areaof heavyinking was chosento maximize the ink
contributioni see fig 6. Nonetheless, a contribution by the white of the papermuoése
the reflectance curve. In general, all stamps were dark, approaching aimkexer
condition.As aconsequencehe reflectionspectraaregroupednearthe bottomof the
plot.

Figure 7 overleaf shows the VSC6000 reflectance spectrawidgtified and
2 certified copies. Although the curves are similar in shape, each curve is unique. In a
second experiment. An additional 21 stamps and a RPSL certified copy had 'their
reflectance spectra measured by a different instrument and with zedliffeflected Figure 6 Stamp
light col- lection geometry. For this experiment, the CIEL*ab values were calculgesign showing the
from the reflectance spectra. This mathematical techryoglds two numbers, a* antarea used for the test
b* which serve as the axes in a tgdwnensional plot. This method is eft used to
catalogue shade differenceseé ref 1 page2). If shades exist, the (a*b*) pairs for the stamps partiioareor
less)into smallclustersor islands.As figure 8 shows, the plot for this issue indicatestthe RPSL copy is not
unique and indeed no obvious partitioning occurs for this Newfoundland stamp.

The spectra show amazing similarity in the elements present. The mirror image plot shown in figure
illustrates this. No discernible difference is seen.




