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I he two associated scanned photocopies are of covers sold by Spink & Son, London

in a specialised sale of New Zealand on March 15 2000. The covers were estimated

t't50-£401) and £400-£500 respectively. Both covers realised £950 each which with

Ilse buyer ' s premium of 15% amounted to C2,175. This was 3 times the lower estimate

l igu re.

Both covets are pail of the Claudius Watts correspondence going to I larhor Grace and
precede anything recorded going from Newfoundland to New Zealand in the stamp
period. I lowever, Pratt does record one pre-stamp cover and a stamped cover dated 13
April 1885 to New Zealand, whilst there are a number of known covers from this
saute correspondence to the same I larhor Grace addressee. Incidentally, my earliest
cover to New Zealand is dated in 1894. Both these covers are from Invercargill and
are from (lie same correspondent. The later cover is rated 8 pence (6d and 2d Chalon
I leads) tied"by barred oval cancellers with an Invercargill CI)S MY 10 71 alongside.
the cover was carried to San Francisco where the American broken 10 (cents) collect
Ice was struck, however there is no San Francisco transit mark. It was then fiorwarded
to Montreal where it received a hackstamp on July 1. The next hackstamp is Halifax
on what appears to be July 5 and then forward to St. John's where it received a
hackstamp of July 19 and the collect 13 numeral handstamp. Finally, the front
receiver mark was struck at I larhor Grace on July 19.

'I lie earlier cover was also rated 8 pence ( 2d x 4 Chalon I leads ) and tied by the same
barred oval canceller. The Invercargill CI)S shows an unreadable despatch date in
January. This cover again travelled via Sari Francisco where it was struck with the
American broken Ill (cents ) collect fee handstainp . It was again forwarded to
Montreal March 2I hackstamp before being sent on to Ilalifax March 24 hackstamp.
It arrived at St . John's on March 27 hackstamp and eventually at I larhor Grace on
March- 28 front receiver . The manuscript 13 ( cents ) collect fee was presumably
applied at i kuhour ( irace.

II would be nice to think that these two fine and rare covers grace a Newlie collection
hnl. unless someone adnrils to purchasing, them, they shall remain i mystery as to who
the actual haver was rnrtil tire, next surlace in a named sale.
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