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ID]TOR'S

I have alrtays been perplexed by the meaning of 'philatelic " as applied to postal history. If a cover has been
ov rte' (i.e. a 60 cent Cabot stamp prrying the single letter rate) I consider it to be 'philatelic " usage. On the
other hand if a cover is properly paid (i. e.1 of each type of the 1897 Victoria surcharged stamps paying the 3 cent
inland rate) even though the sender intentionally put the stamps on the letter to a collector friend I consider this
to be 'postal " usage.

Much of the expensive postal history appearing on the mvrket is being labelled as philatelic, although paying
a proper rate (i. e. #127 inverted, 130 inverted etc.). I think that this is wrong and the item should just be marked
paying the rate to. So much for being a .

MOVINGMF^1l^IBFRS

I received a letterfrom long time mender Alfred Peanr t, noting that he recently had a slight stroke but he
is well on the wry to recovery. I am sure that we all wish him well . IEs new address is.. 437 Osbeurne CY•escent,
Ednonton, Alberta, T6R 70.

SHOWNEWS

Horace Harrison, our postal stationery expert, wlio exhibited at the A.P. S. show in Mltitaukee, won a gold
medal and the Prix d'Honneur for his exhibit "Newfoundland Postal Stationery ". air congratulations Horace.

SUPPORT OUR DEALER Ei4BFRS

RJ. McGllwny, STANLEY STAMPS, 16916 Mchard's Street, Vancouver, British Colwrtia, V6B 3E1
J. C. Mchaud Bar 31248, Halifax, Now Scotia, B3K 5Y1
Jon Jameison, Saskatoon Stamp Centre, P. O. Bar 1879, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, S7K 352
Ed Weiler, INDIGO, P.P.O. Box 89 Orewa, IEbiscus Coast, New Zealand

QTairmm & Editor: John Butt, 264 Hanalton Avenue, St. John 's, NF, AIE IJ7
Treasurer: Martin Goebel, Moral Drive . St. John 's, M AIA 30
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'11b As CCAlcb ELL-'S
ocrv^ OCN OL.a/6S "

2 tevnfoundtand

THE FIRST OFFICIAL RANDSrAMP.

^N EW FOU ND LAND"

1840-46.

kke-
staMp

as below
on back.

Tmuan 8 , 1845. St johns to London . Reetivtol October IS. it- to pay on arnvoa,

.►anuaYy 1841. Blackktad to London via St 3ohn3, January 20. Received on
Mack 16.

In 1840 the Ner40uhdland ?Oat 0g ict Was info poYakea t4 tke tni ^^ee^^rr ial
^ostoJ tewi DM Jt iohnS waa p^r6vidn1 with itsJ1ist handstarnp bytker,.
1'0. loh n. st cohhnued in use until 1846.11 was shruck,th black , oK f,roik

o} In a OAS a dup kdI 3tA$ip and on the bock a3 a,receipting staent.
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Gov 'LAS CRAP Ls•
2tewfoundUi 4

// /! D^T OLf^'E CN THE SECOND OFFICIAL ){ANDSTAMp.a M V
"St Iohn 's Newfoundland:

cIB46-56.

Latb^y from spin.

Used as
Recp '.}

ecernber 24, 1949.Valehcia ^ St Toh r ^''s, via L^ver o1 Aril a4.Zeca
May l1, IBsD.'Po^cket ' Lt 2lia.

The second ^^cio1 handsfa►„ WAS p(YQpaYta b they F.? 0. Londoh and was
Sent to St Jo ns in 1846. il^iT ppaYtiUIaY sw LFo c (6w+ , outtr a'1c) staw,p-cevna►ine ln use until about I$5b wheh if was ^r¢ploced by he "wide are"(13w%vn nutty a`cc) vaYiovtt, whic hh cont+v,ued in use k St ,johns until c 1816.

St-fuck In black, the stavAps were used as Yece ► t ctaw^ps oh bq,ck o mot astvowsit staw►ps o„ {YO ►1t. U6 types were late*us as Molders c cryk caa.
all ins ha► tAvn?s .
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FRO""rHE ARC(-( IVES Ow= THE AMERICAN (3ANK Noc& co.

T N 1 S ; ; M A L L_ D I G ESS AY O N I N 0 1 A P A P S R, T O V N IM \ ( A L H H 6 R I Z O N T A L L. 'r,

WAS FQVND IN THE AC-V1 PINUEI7 TOGcTHER WITH THE TWO TES

O'N THE r C L-L bWING PAGE, Cr WAS PART (or THE MOCK - UP FOR THC Two

C-NT5 u, A U . CARD OF 1879.

TH1= I- AGZGC i"AR1 M1551NCZ uN-40G 3 THE CAPIT^L "N" IS TO 2t=MtiID rNE

fR,-,ST TO OMIT T He WoRl7 "TO" FOUf.f ' 0N TI-IL= O NE CC- "T, 1 T S P05T-

uLATeD THAT cSSAY WAS 11,JCLU0L0 TG GIVE Som iDt A of THb 5 TYLc-

I^I v5C- Fc=R NLWF0 vNDLANV,ALL T1-1a 155D CARDS 1-IAVIrvG FSELN

SLUT TO TH G POST OFTIC_L.

Tl41S L)IL L 55AY PlFFL-RS FROM 0-TNLRS RECORDED BECAUSE TF+E

ADoR1.=55 LINI-5 I-4Avt WOT YE=T BL_ t.N ADOj=D,

TI-IC- gc:T-roM POR,TlcN WAS PINNI_ D UfJDERNGATH THE UPPER PART

SHCWiJG rNLE If401C/ A AWD L.LGEf-ibS.

Aol 1,r13 fRin1 THE R h e sieget SASE b/a1197

H. W. HARRISON, BNAPS
1802 INDIAN HEAD RD.

BALTO., MD USA 21204
410- 828-5341
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FROM THE ARCH VI-S Or- THE AMI=RICAN ►3ANK ('m-r Co.

T)4E TWO ITEMS To WHI CH THE DIE E SSA- ON TNT PRIOR PAGE WAS

PIWNC-0, TOGL'THe-R WITH THE AC'r--tAL PIN 41I4 H HELD TI-1a TWO

Pi GC5 al= -r-tff DIE (=SSAY To THE GREY PAPER LAY-OUT ^ND THE

L11.IED NOTC PAPER WWkC.W 6TII_L-140LDS THE ORIGINAL Pl N. ROTE

TNA-r Tot SPELL ► 4G OF "NtUVE'"- HA5 BEEN PRINTED IN PEA/CIL

(3Em t=ATN T1-IL SCRIPT VE:RSIoN IN l)4 K,

7

47,9 ,

r

dot /Sly FRoA TNF kh I SirlmLfi^ff 049'J

H. W. HARRISON, BNAPS
1802 INDIAN HEAD RD.

BALTO., MD USA 21204
410 - 828-5341
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1849 isti P^i

RECs1 ST E REO MAIL

z

SEVEN CENTS IN ADHESIVES PLUS THREE C.ENT5 LENVL==LOPE

REG15Tff RED U . P. U. RATE

ST. QONN ' S 2 MR OZ, VIA LIVERPOOL 2 AP,.F; LONDON

PIVt Ce-riTS IPl AOHl:. 6IVE5 PLUS FIVE CENTS EMVELOPE.

'SACKSTAM.PED: CHEMNITZ. 4..¢. 02

4

REGISTERC- D u. P. u, RATE

THE V11f^000RD ED REGISTER D LABEL APPEARS

ROULETT. ED SEPARATIONS

.,1t;•.

A

ear i -17MYza ,
; 4 ZC12d e' 7L-

C

+..^ .i
13AC. KSTAMPE LI.VERPOo

CHWKNITZ
L 8c LoNDO1J 2 J Y o2
30.7, b2..
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SEAL ISLANDS

Lat. Long.: 53° 13' N 55° 44' W
Population : 52 (1965)
Origin of Name:

MarcWApiil 1998

f/,Oval 6'k1r4'1
"Ilwv R cFFias

Opened: 1888 [Walsh and Butt]
1891 (Way Office) Labrador North [Almanac] [John S. Pike,
waymaster]
1892 (Post Office) [Almanac] [Sweetland Pike, postmaster]
1894 (Post Office) [Pratt] [Barton Green, postmaster]

Closed: 1920 [Walsh and Butt]

No postal markings known.

11
^f18R A Doa Off IC66 it

SHIP HARBOUR

Lat. Long.: 52° 38' N 55° 47' W
Population: 23 (1965)
Origin of Name:

Opened: 1899 [Pratt] [Robert Bradbury, postmaster]
1909 [Walsh and Butt]

before 1948, summer office, no money order service
Closed: Mme. 31, 1949
Reopened : 71981 Non-Accounting POCON 007501

June 12-Sept. 29, 1981
June 22-Oct. 12, 1982
June 27-Sept. 24, 1983
June 18-Nov. 16, 1984
7?
June '25-Sept. 21, 1990

Postal Code: AOK 5Z0

TYPE COLOUR 'PROOF DATE EARLIEST LATEST

Cl, May 27, 1981

P 1 Mar. 23, 1981

007501

V
SHIP HR

I L". WWII - TI N,

Cl I Page 7 F1
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SQUIRES & WINTER
BARRISTERS-AT-LAW

BANK OP NOVA SCOTIA BUILDING

Sr. JOHN'S - NFLD.

Leslie R. Curtis, Eeq.,

Solicitor,

P. -0. Box 1150,

city.

2¢ ON 35¢ INVERTED SURCHARGE ON COVER

In my article in BNA TOPICS , Vol. 54, No 3, last year, titled NEWFOUNDLAND'S

1918-1920 POSTAL SHORTAGES, I expressed some skepticism about Sunday

use of the provisionals, and two covers that had reached the market with the 2¢

on 35¢ surcharge inverted and on cover postmarked the last day of the provisional

period, Sunday, October 3, 1920. I suggested personal inspection of one of the

covers might change my mind. This led to communications from Randall Martin of

Massachusetts . Mr. Martin's cover is pictured.

Prompted by Martin's inquiry, I expanded my research, concentrating on the St.

John's East postmark - I found a NO 22 20 postmark on an inexpensive (2¢

Caribou) postcard, with distinct similarities between it and the OC 3 20 postmark

postmarks are pictured, with the postcard specimen slightly enlarged. My letters

go into detail.

I renew my request for Xerox copies of any of the four 1920 provisionals, or the

POSTAGE PAID handstamp, postmarked on any of the following Sundays from

1920: September 5, 12, 19, 26, and October 3.

PokE $

5^"
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Postmarks

Curtis Cover

January 5, 1998

Randall R. Martin
etc.

Dear Mr. Martin:

Burt Cover
r

Postcard

Receipt of your letter of December 30, 1997 resulted in my reexamining the question of Sunday usage of
PAID ALL, and provisional issues in September and October, 1920.

I remain unconvinced that regular Sunday usage occurred from Sunday, September 5, 1920 - October 3,
1920, however, your cover may well be genuine, based upon the photographic evidence, and a
contemporary post card I have.

When I attend stamp shows, I bring my Newfoundland Specialized Stamp Catalogue , which includes
small calendars I have pasted on for the 1897 and 1920 provisionals. I had the opportunity to go through the
Allan Steinhart covers at PACIFIC97, and a number of cover collections at BNAPEX97, in St. John's. This
resulted in my establishing several new dates for the 1897 provisionals, but, I still found no covers during
the 1920 provisional period postmarked on Sunday. No one, who read my article in BNA TOPICS, from
1997 has written me of any Sunday usage, either. One would assume that if any post office needed to move
mail on Sundays, it would have been the G.P.O., and not a small branch office like St. John's East.

With these caveats, let's examine your cover. I assume you bought it from Eastern Auctions, in their
December 9, 1995 sale (Lot #200)., where it was described as "likely the only known example." Attached is
an enlarged Xerox of a similar cover from Siegel's October 16, 1996 sale. We only have the upper part of
the cover but it is enough to show us that attorney Curtis, who received your cover, sent this one to another
attorney, H. Norman Burt. There were only 50 of the inverted 20 on 300 stamps, and I assume the attorneys
were trying to establish usage on cover at the end of the provisional period - or at least, usage on cover.

Related to all this, I have found a post card postmarked at St. John's East, on November 22, 1920, less than
two months later (on a Monday, by the way). The damaged F in NEWF'D, from wear, suggests the same
canceller was used on your cover and the Burt example. The 20, designating 1920, also shows wear on the
post card, but the residual "heaviness" in the lower left of the 0, at around "7 o'clock" and the irregular
curvature of the 2 on its inner aspect, especially as seen on the postmark right on the 20 Caribou, is
suggestive of the 20, on your cover, if somewhat less so, the 20 on the Burt cover.

Now it's possible that the 3 was really 13 or 23, but the 3 strike on both covers appears identical, and with
less usage of individual day slugs, one would expect less wear than on the 20 year date. The alternatives
dates are still a possibility, however.

Thank you for your offer of letting me examine your cover, but without the Burt cover to also examine, I am
not certain I could come up with a 100% opinion of what happened here. You may still send the cover for
my inspection if you want to, as I am going by photographic evidence only, however, I now believe it is
genuine , even if possibly philatelic by design and execution. [See follow -up letter.]

Page 9



March/Apri11998

My conclusions, at this point are:

• The post marks on both covers are genuine, but the 20, in each case may have
been reinforced, and slight differences may have resulted. Note, for example
the flat bottom on the 2 on your cover compared to the curve on the bottom
of the 2 on the Burt cover. I do not believe either 3 has been touched.

I still believe the Sunday post mark, although that of the 3rd, was irregular,

in that Sunday usage has not otherwise been shown during the provisional
period. Perhaps these attorneys had a postal clerk friend (postmaster?)
who gave them the favor of a last day usage cancel, using a legitimate
canceller.

Nice item, even if philatelically conceived and rendered. Probably impossible
to prove it illegitimate.

I would be interested in purchasing your cover for my collection and exhibit on Newfoundland surcharges.
Let me now if interested.

Sincerely,

March 5, 1998

Randall R. Martin
etc.

Dear Mr. Martin:

Received your 20 on 300 inverted surcharged on cover. After looking at it closely, there is no doubt in my
mind now that the 20 in the OC 3 20 postmark has not been enhanced. The cover seems genuine in all
respects. Although it does not have a certificate, it was obviously created at the same time as the very
similar cover in the Siegel sale of October 16, 1996. The latter was described as "ex Harris, with 1963
B.P.A. certificate." I assume these are the only two covers of this sort, and very collectible!

Going back to my three conclusions in my letter of January 5, 1998, I still view the Sunday use as irregular,
or (softening it somewhat) "not the norm". The cover was probably philatelically conceived with assistance
from some official in St. John 's East. It is still at the proper rate, with legitimate markings , and on the last
day of the 1920 provisional period.

Per your comment, I will send these letters to the NEWFIE NEWSLETTER

Thank you for sending the cover,

2934
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