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From the Editor: Just a reminder, | need articles for the April Newsletter and beyond. | have nothing in the way
of Member articles in the Bank. Please consider writing something: a recent acquisition, a favourite cover, a
favourite stamp issue, etc.

We now have a ZOOM meeting scheduled for Feb 15, 2025. (See invitation below). There is room for more
presentations. Please let me know ASAP if you would like to present something at this meeting. Thanks as always
to Charles Livermore and BNAPS for Hosting these meetings.

Newfoundland Study Group ZOOM session:

Klaus Wehlt will present on “Newfoundland - UPU Specimens, an Update”

Feb 15, 2025 12:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82674401488?pwd=U8dhcdGENOnmuTg5NSMuGUbx47EtL 0.1

If attending by telephone:
Meeting ID: 826 7440 1488
Passcode: 817341

Find your local number: https://usO6web.zoom.us/u/kVbl1liXkM
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From Tony Thompson, FRPSL: A short comment for the Newfoundland Newsletter. | was reading the first
issue of 2025 and immediately noticed the relatively large size of the images showing all the details that the
authors intended to show. Other publications all to often, shrink images so much that the salient features are
almost impossible to see. Additionally, | see that the PDF is 3.1 mB for 16 pages — a relatively large file size that
further supports high quality images. | assume that no one has problems downloading larger files any longer. |
am sure all will join me in thanking Mal and Martin for their hard work in 2024 in producing the newsletter with
its large clear images and interesting articles.

From Klaus Wehlt: As is so often the case, | stumbled across an interesting newspaper article while looking for
something completely different.

On June 11, 1886, the General Post Office published a notice that free delivery of letters and newspapers within
the city limits of St. John's would be introduced with immediate effect. |1 assume that previously incoming mail
and newspapers had to be collected from the post office. | have not found anything about this in the Newfoundland
Almanac of 1886. If | remember correctly, | have found post office advertisements in much older newspapers
listing unclaimed mail, but | didn't find anything right away.

Questions: ~ Were you aware of this announcement?
Do you know how mail delivery was organized in St. John's before?

Is this something the other Study Group members might be interested in?
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Evening Telegram, St. John’s, Newfoundland, June 22", 1886

NOTICH!

++

General Post Office.

N and after this date there will be &« FREE DE-
LIVERY OF LETTERS AND PAPERS by
Carriers throughout the City limits. .
Carriers are authorized to collect insuthcient!y-puid
postage, and nothing further.

The public are requested to bayve their correspondence
hereafter addresse«‘ to their Street and Number,

facilitate the delivery.

to

Box-holders should have their

correspondence addressed to their respective numbers,

General Post Office, )
June 11th, 1886, [ il1.12itp

J. 0. FRASER,
PPo-t-Ma<ter G neral,

I also found this announcement: That's only a part of the complete announcement

The Public Ledger, St. John‘s, Newfoundland, March 1%, 1867

List of Unclaimed

A

Aylward, Michse!
Audrecll; Vaeotios
Armatrong, J -

B

Brenoan, Mrs, Johanna
river bead

Byine, Min Mary o M
O'Connar, kings bridge

Barrey, August

Beale, 8.

Bdek, John 3

Baty, Carcllos Bower  hil,

Hushad, mar

Hutworih, Elizs

Brown, Thouss, mre of
It 3. Kert
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Bridge, Uer jamin

Drimsghim, Catherine
Patey Hichur

Breonan, Mre, & walars
wlreet

Brennan, iaargarel eare J,
Power 2. hil road

Diean, Uspt. Wm. waler-
struet

c

Cox, Arthur

Carey, Michael sooth side
Claeke, James Carter's Lill
C golan, Julia

Cintwail, Jamen

Larroll, kFllen

Creel, Thoman

Boyd, Tha r.es kings I'ul-lll'

Letiers remaluning

1o the Geaeral Fost Ollee,
&i. John's.

e —

Corrected to 11th February, 1867,

Enight, Ellea

Andrews, Oeorge, oave laay| Kweily, Lissy

King, Ellen
Knoight, Hichard

L

Laary, Mro. Martio water
wtrest

LeGrow Emma petty hare
bar

Louie, Baaay
=M
Martin, Mary lion squsre
Mocre, Edward aoulh side
WeGuire, James
Mayne, Highard 2534, ducks
wurth sbreet
Matthaws, Anne
Wurrsy, Mary
Murphy, Nichola
ner
Morrison, Mary Anne
Murray, Jubanns
WeDvostd, Fraocih monks
lown rosd
Molirth, Eloanor
oo, Harsh
Wargan, Urorge
Maban, M.
Bouling
Materiacr, Wy care Mr,
Aurchings
Maitin, Mre, W, while
b lla
Mareesnx, Louin marlner
JaNamuas, Mario
slapiin, Henry

gare N,

terawili plaasesay they are ADVERTISED
e ————————————————————————— |

- A J B. Doran Hearlelin
H.Lawrencs  Alrxandrls I
c H. Hinde Tuns Hood
E. Yignean m&ww M
C. Freidman taner] A t Az
F. Andia ﬂunhnlin?:g:l';‘:'“ argent Ao
n - P, Haoel Murgaret
Capt. Pesron  Duuotlens aQ
¥. Haddoo o P, Whiston Queen of the
E Fal
I. Giles Frs| ] .
I Tute % |7, Bremer Barah Williams
J. Jamimcn Stlla—2
Capl. Hurry Floranos T
H |W. Birognell . Talbob
W, Butherlasd Heorlatt n W
1. Hoyle " L ‘1
I, Counell H Jas, Duns Waodener

[ t forwarded for wast of
e uT‘re'::-rueut of Koslage*

Miu Mary B. Power, care of Fallea & Wilde,
Loniawille, Muss,

Thames lirine, Howth ‘Hllimtuu.

iiehard Dwyer, Now York.

il.lf-.‘!uhrgtriu "age , gare of Mr, Kane, Wasllogien
Avenae, New York,

i Kllen Bimms, 8Tih Avanue, New Yark.

John Lawis, Beig * Charlotte™ New York, dire M,
Be Green & Currle,

Francis Batiles mount

Hope, Morris, Cuunty, New Jersey

Josoph Ivlaney, Carpenter, W, Fater's

{atherine Qates Wisconain U, 8.

Jumes How Lake Bapecior Mioleige

Raobert Saifleld, Campo Hlllo,

Parties applying for any of the abore Lel-
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From Blair Ashford: Poem Mail

| have owned this cover for a few years, mainly due to the marking “RETURNED/ FOR/ BETTER
DIRECTION” — one of only three known examples. This fall, while researching another topic, | stumbled upon
a notice in the 27th October 1938 Post Office Circular. Apparently, using a poem as an address was becoming
enough of an issue to warrant an official mention and directions on handling.

Dated 19 October 1938, this cover makes me wonder: could it have been the catalyst for that notice? With
no other markings or return address, and a vertical fold, the evidence suggests this letter was opened and returned
inside a Dead Letter Office ‘ambulance ’cover, in alignment with the instructions in the circular.

While finding Joe Maclsaac in Port au Port probably wasn’t too hard, it seems the trend of poetic addresses
had become a frustrating one for postal workers!

P o iy e
¢ AtV .

TeE \
() 61200

N, ;
That eloquené’ B’%@tor, he is gone west;

Some call him Maclsaac, his friends all say Joe,

His work is praised highly wherever you go: .y * .

W, oy 2
A% AN

For Cooperation, he's holding the fort: IR
You're sure to run into him at Port Au Port, -

TIPSR DR vee

Figure 1: St Mary’s postmark dated 19 October 1938 with the rare marking “RETURNED/ FOR/ BETTER
DIRECTION.” St Mary’s is located on the Avalon Peninsula, about 100 km southwest of St. John’s. The intended
destination, Port au Port, is on Newfoundland's west coast, roughly 600 km away, perhaps underscoring the
challenge for postal staff.

Insufficient and Improper Address

Several cases have come to notice recently of letters being accepted for despatch on which
the address is shewn in verse form or in pictures. Such letters, if noticed by the.Postmasters,
should be refused and returned to the sender for better address. If such letters should happen to
be placed in the drop box and the sender is unknown to the Postmaster, they should be forwarded
immediately to the Dead Letter Office for disposal.

Figure 2: Official notice addressing the use of unconventional, poetic addresses.
A scan of part of page 410 of the 27th of October 1938 Post Office Circular.
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There are two important BNA Collections coming to auction in February. Some major rarities are up for sale. - Editor

The Hobart Collection Eastern Auctions Ltd.
New Brunswick & Nova Scotia
dart |

Eastern Auctions Ltd. THE DENNINGER
Auction Preview COLLECTION
February 2025 Fall 2024 - Spring 2025

COLLECTION

Sale 1
British North America (October 5, 2024)

Sale 2
Canada Part One (November 15, 2024)

Sale 3
Airmails of Canada & Newfoundland

(Winter 2025)

Sale 4

Canada Part Two (Spring 2025)

Eastern Auctions Litd.
P.O. Box 250 - Bathurst - New Brunswick - E2A 322 - Canada
Tel: 1{506) 548-8986 - Fax: 1{506) 546-6627
Toll Free in North America: 1(800) 667-8267
email: contact@easternauctions.com - web: www. easternauctions.com


https://easternauctions.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=caa47e81fc3fc55df8ca7b58c&id=25b327ebd7&e=5c1a9daa2c
https://easternauctions.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=caa47e81fc3fc55df8ca7b58c&id=379404990a&e=5c1a9daa2c

