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From Malcolm Back, Study Group Chairman and Editor 

Thank you to all members who responded to my request for information regarding BNAPEX in Halifax. 

I have booked a room for a Study Group Session at BNAPEX in Halifax. The time booked is 10:00 AM 

Saturday September 16th, 2023.  

John M Walsh FRPSL, and Robin Moore will present: “A Discussion on the Perkins Bacon & Co, 1932 

First Resources Issue of Newfoundland, Image Sizes”. 
 

 

BNAPEX 2023 Halifax 
BNAPS convention, exhibition, and bourse 

15-17 September 2023 
Friday (10:00-17:00) Saturday (10:00-18:00) Sunday (10:00-15:00) 

Best Western Dartmouth, 15 Spectacle Lake Drive, Dartmouth NS, B3B 1X7 
Hotel information and reservations 

Hosted by the Nova Scotia Stamp Club and the Atlantic Regional Group of BNAPS. 

 

From Bruce Robinson aka "Capt’n Bruce"  

With regards to the Study Group News No 7, my eye was caught by the piece from Tony Thompson on 

the Valencia Market. We have here in central London, an unusual weekly market in an underground car park 

beneath Charing Cross (it must be the weather!). 

Here are three links. I am sure the organisers would not mind as bit of free publicity, (or the reproduction 

of  web posters on line images) - and of course any NFLD visitors it might attract. 

https://charingcrossmarket.com/ 

https://thestampforum.boards.net/thread/6730/charing-cross-collectors-market-london 

https://www.ianvisits.co.uk/articles/the-subterranean-world-of-the-charing-cross-collectors-market-38561/ 
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From Brian Damien 

Recently I came across this "review" of the 1923 Pictorial Issue.  This is from the St. John's Evening 

Telegram, from July 12, 1923, only a few days after the issue first appeared.   Maybe some others would be 

amused by this as I was.   
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The Pictorial Issue of July 9, 1923 appeared at a time of turmoil in Newfoundland politics, and the vitriol 

that anonymous columnist Philatelos directed at the new stamp issue might have been a reflection of the political 

rhetoric of the era.  The government of Sir Richard A. Squires had won re-election on May 3, and on July 23 

Squires was forced to resign under the weight of corruption charges. 

 

Five of the original twelve stamps in the issue depict Humber River scenes.  The "Humber Contract" is a 

reference to a contract for hydroelectric development and pulpwood logging in the Humber River watershed.  This 

was the basis for establishing a paper mill in Corner Brook, and was a major element in the Squires government's 

1923 election platform.  But opponents felt the terms were far too generous to the British developers who would 

profit from the deal. 

 
 

  

   

  

Images used with permission, © Walsh, 2023 Newfoundland Specialized Stamp Catalogue, 14th edition 
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From Klaus Wehlt; An interesting CAPO airmail letter front to Canada 

Recently I was able to purchase a cover (front only) sent registered by airmail from C.A.P.O. no. 5 

(Torbay) to Toronto, Ontario, Canada on Oct. 26, 1942. 

This cover is franked with a 3¢, 10¢ and 48¢ stamp each of the First Resources Issue, the 3c stamp 

possibly comes from the Second Resources Issue. Since at least the Newfoundland post office guide 1948 

contains the information that airmail parcels were only possible to the USA, I assume that it is a letter front. In 

my opinion, the stamp "URGENT" and the handwritten note "FRAGILE / GLASSES" are only indicative. I'm 

not aware of any postal regulations for “Express” or “Handle with Care” items in Newfoundland (in contrast to 

Denmark, for example) for which special fees were charged. Fragile contents had to be packaged carefully in a 

shatterproof manner.  

Due to the fact that the NSSC (10th edition) mentions 6¢ per oz for the CAPO airmail special postage, I 

initially assumed that this special postage is not used here. So 10¢ registration fee, 9¢ for the first 1/2oz weight 

and 7¢ for each additional oz. Therefore, it was the correct postage for a registered airmail letter with more than 

3 oz weight (approx. 100g weight). However, my glasses and case already weigh 90g. How much did a pair of 

glasses weigh in the shatterproof packaging in 1942? 

Kevin O'Reilly of the Canadian Military Post Study Group drew my attention to the fact that the NSSC 

information was incomplete. It should read 6¢ for the first oz weight and 5¢ for each additional oz. Thus, the 

postage of 61¢ is correct for a registered CAPO airmail letter to Canada weighing up to 10oz. If a wooden box 

was used for the unbreakable packaging of the glasses, this is quite possible.  

Even if it is only the front of a letter, it is a very exciting document that is a tough nut to crack. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Registered airmail letter (front only) sent from Torbay (C.A.P.O. No. 5) 
to Toronto, Canada on October 26th, 1942. Censormark: Passed by 
R.C.A.F Censor 


