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A QUERY: R.C.A.F. AT CORDOVA, ALASKA 19437--By Jerome C.

Jarnick

I pur;hased this cover on eBay a short time ago and have been
puzzling over it ever since. The cover was sent from APO 945

[Cont'd.]
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at Cordova, Alaska to New Westminster by an RCAF Leading Aircraftsman.
It is marked "FREE", in accordance with United States regulations pro-
viding free mailing privileges for persons serving in the armed forces.
While it bears a United States censor stamp, I read the censring offi-
cer's signature as F/0 P.E. Wilkinson of the RCAF, I considered the
possibility that the LAC had been in transit and simply used the postal
facilities at Cordova for convenience. But the return address of APO
945 indicates a more permanent sSituation as does the RCAF censor. It is
possible that a small RCAF liaison detachment was active at Cordova,

The role of the RCAF fighter operations in support of defending Alaska
is well known, but I know of no Canadian operations at Cordova. Cordova
lies near the mouth of the Copper River, at the head of Orca Inlet on
the east side of Prince William Sound. The airfield at Cordova -was acti-
vated on 1 April 1941 and utilized as a supply and refueling station

for flights between the state of Washington and Elmendorf Field at
Anchorage, Alaska.

Perhaps some Study Group member can shed some light on what LAC Conner
was doing at Cordova in March of 1943, [While I'm certain that there
have been updates on the RCAF in Alaska since NL#52 (March 1983),"The
R.C.A.F. in Alaska, 1942-43" (no author...Robinson?/Whitehouse?), this
is one which I had easily at hand. US APOs included: #935 (Annette
Island), #937 (Kodiak/Fort Greely), #942 (Anchorage/Fort Richardson),
#948 (Umnak/Fort Glenn), and #986 (Amchitka). Jerry's #945 is unlisted
so members' help is solicited.Ed.]

F et

A 1945 "DEAR JOHN" POSTCARD FROM THE W.L.A.--By John Watson.

‘Omaha is a Jéader in park_srea ta, Wit TR it
parks, covering 2,100 acres. mm recrd | (QELOAMIQ
spofts are connected by 125 miles of boulevard. A

Here is a postcard from the USA and the address of the sender is of in-
terest in itself, albeit it is American rather than Canadian. I take
"W.L.A." to mean Women's Land Army, but could be totally wrong!
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The card was sent to "9" Camp (?), Sask. Along the way it received a
No.10 District Depot/Winnipeg, Manitoba rectangle (under a gummed label
with a civilian address), and a redirection label tied by a rather in-
distinct Winnipeg MPO 1014 1945 canceller. At some stage it must have
been sent to the U.K. (is that what the red redirection mark "RTC ¥ UK
189" crayon means?) because it received a very scarce Sayles #F348
"S.0.S. TO CANADA" at the Canadian Overseas Postal Depot. [Is the "CAPF"
in crayon ie. Canadian Army Pacific Force also of significance?Ed.]

FRFRIR

NON-REGULATION "PAID" MARKINGS AT F.M.O. AVALON, 1942-1943--By Paul

Binney

The GPO triangles on mail from F.M.O. Avalon are an example of official recognition that money
was collected to provide a special service such as airmail, special delivery, or registration. But
what about the unofficial markings that served the same purpose? The covers illustrated here
show examples that the author believes serve the same purpose of reassuring the sender that
the money they tendered has been received and that the service they have requested will be
provided.

These markings are similar in that they are all struck in green. They are different in that the
marking from the hospital (figure 1) is a carefully crafted marking that clearly states that 6
(cents) was paid, and the payment happened at the R.C.N.H. (Royal Canadian Navy Hospital).
The surround is a delicate beaded design. Like most covers from Avalon, this cover is undated,
but the style of the GPO triangle’ and the two line censorship marking from H.M.C.S. Avalon
(DB/N 500)" places this cover during the time period of February to June, 1943.

[Cont'd.]
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Figure 1: Paid marking from Naval Hospital, circa 1943

The second marking is thought to serve the same purpose, but it differs in construction (Figure

2).
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Figure 2: P(aid) markings struck in green on covers from H.M.C.S. Avalon, circa 1942
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A student of cork cancellations would recognize the quartered cork motif that forms the basis
for the marking with a carved P in the centre. | believe the second example of this marking on
the Landry cover is a double strike of the marking, producing a taller “P” that in the “Tingley”
cover. Both covers have a type 5 censor marking' and a GPO triangle of type GPO2a". These
two markings suggest a date from the period January, 1942 to January, 1943.

' P Binney, A Re-examination and Classification of the GPO Triangles on Naval Mail from HMCS Avalon, St. John's,
Newfoundland - Part 2, BNA Topics, Vol 69 #4, Whole # 533 (Oct/Dec 2012), p 60 (9)

i W Whitehouse, Censorship Marks of the R.C.N during WWII, Military Mail Study Group Newsletter, No 21, June 6,
1977, p89-94

il \W Whitehouse, R.C.N. Censor Markings, Military Mail Study Group Newsletter, No 19, January 26, 1977, p74

v P Binney, op. cit.

F RN

A NEW 1915 WAR TAX RELATED MARKING--By Wayne Schnarr

This cover [at 64.7%.Ed.] was
supplied by John Watson as
part of the censor marking up-
date project. It was rather
easy to assess for this pro-
ject-—the FPO is for 1 Divis-
ion Train and Major L.A.
Chown was the Paymaster for
the 1lst Division Heavy Battery
and Ammunition Column. Based
on information from Jerry Glas- ||
go, the CM2/2421 censor marking
will be assigned to 1 Canadian
Division Ammunition Column (1
Section) in the new catalogue.

The novel part of the cover is
the marking presumably applied
by a Canadian postal employee—-"PLEASE RETURN/THIS COVER/TO THE POST-
MASTER". Mike Street pointed out that the 1¢ War Tax surcharge was et
fective on 15 April 1915 and the date for the Montreal cancel is one
day earlier. This marking was likely related to this new postal tax

[Cont'd.]
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and was probably applied for only one or two days and perhaps only in
Montreal. A BNA Topics article "Returned for War Tax" covered the im-
position of the tax and the more common "RETURNED FOR WAR TAX" marking.
[1]

I examined several covers with the CM2 censor marking and dated prior
to the imposition of the postal tax. All covers and cards had an FPO
or APO marking from the military postal units. Some had no 1¢ stamp or
cancel from the city where the item entered the Canadian postal system
whereas others had both the stamp and city cancel.

[1] Willson, Victor L. "Returned for War Tax," BNA Topics, Vol.72, #2,
Whole #543 (Apr./Jun. 2015), p.52(3),.

e R R
1942/1943 QUERY: WHERE WAS APO (RCAF/RAF) #4330

[Going through my files I can across this item but no author. If you
recognize it, please let me know.Ed.]

This airmail cover is addressed to a Flight Lieutenant in the RCAF at-
tched to the RAF overseas dated 7 December at Quebec. The cover has
three 10¢ Special Delivery stamps on the front and there is further
mail direction of "A9184-RAF-APO-4330" and "(Can) C.7970". There is al-
so a handstamp "NO AIRMAIL SERVICE AVAILABLE". My question is why? Can
anyone tell me where APO 4330 was? The back of the cover has two Brit-
ish A.P.0. markings from the "HOME POSTAL CENTRE, R.E." dated 27 and

[Cont'd.]
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31 January 1943, along with the notation "IF NOT DELIVERED IN FIVE DAYS/
PLEASE RETURN TO A.D.C. GOVERNMENT HOUSE/OUEBEC" (presumably the same
notation appears on the front covered by the air mail arrow).

%%

Dear Study Group Members: Mike and I hope that all is well., Members online will al-
ready. have been notified of the upcoming 12 June ZOOM meeting and presentations. At
the time of printing, both Peter McCarthy and Wayne Schnarr have been scheduled and
thanks are extended to both! We were very saddened to hear of the recent passing of
long-time member (at least since 1977) and Second World War veteran (RCAF) Gordon
McKenzie Hill (1923-2021). He may well have been our last member from that war. Our
sincere condolences are extended to his family and friends. His exploits and service
will be touched upon in our next issue. The late John Frith, a friend, colleague,

and dealer/researcher re-visits these pages through Mike Street's timely submission
of John's previous work on the Royal Canadian Navy's DB/N censor identifications. Any
confirmed additions are welcomed. Thanks to members who have "re—upped" and their
support is greatly appreciated. To date there have only been two resignations! We
have not heard from a few members either way so this is a gentle reminder. Military
postal history still remains very popular on the market. Hopefully members will have
been lucky to obtain those special items for their studies and are ‘also reminded to
send along an article, query, small ad or anything they'd like to share. Your support
is welcomed. Summer will soon arrive and let's hope that it will be better than 2020.
Be safe and well!

R RN

SMALL ADS

Looking for something? Have something for sale? Why not try our small ads? Buy/Sell/Trade.
Still only $1 per issue (Canadian stamps @ face ok). Copy and payment to the Editor please:

WANTED: Great War covers/cards/Xmas cards etc. connected with Saskatchewan regiments;
the P.P.C.L.L; and R.N.W.M.P. Cavalry Drafts. Contact The Editor at blueputtees@hotmail.com (4/5)

WANTED: Seeking WWII covers/cards from/to Bermuda "B" Force and Bahamas "N" Force.
Particulars/scans/photocopies/price to The Editor at blueputtees@hotmail.com (2 /5)

FHHHNENR
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