THE SMALL QUEEN NEWSLETTER
OF - THE CANADIAN SMALL QUEEN STUDY GROUP (BNAPS)

Volume 3 No. 4 "~ December 1978.
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1. 1979 Dues

One article for this newsletter will pay your 1979 dues! Several
members have already responded to this fantastic offer. If unable to

submit an article dues will remain at $3.00.

At this moment, the plan is to issue 4 newsletters, However, if we are
flooded with articles this could increase to 6 or 8 issues for 1979.

The articles submitted do not have to be too technical as long as they
pertain to some facet of Small Queen collecting, i.e., cancellations on
Small Queens, pre-cancels, perfins, etc.

2. Newsletter Summary

Definitive Classification of 3-cent Small Queens - by Don Ecobichon.
Plate Varieties on 10¢ Small Queens.

Some Rare Canadian Postmarks - by E.A. Smythies. .
The "Small Cents" Issue of Canada - by P. Hamilton.



DEFINITIVE CLASSIFICATLON O 3-CENT SMALL QUEENS

From the contributions of members of the Small Queen Group to

the lewsletter, I would say that we should have enough expértise tot
complete the classification of the 3-cent Small Queens using Shoe-
maker's Classification. Toward that end, I am enclosing the results
of my efforts in tabular form, comparing class numbers, perforations,
colours (Shoemaker's, Boggs' and Studd's), the earliest dated issue
(Shoemaker's dated copies) and the mesh (wove, vertical and horizon-
tal). According to Russell Allison (Group Newsletter - Yay/77, Vol.
2y #2)s there are inconsistencies in the reprint of Shoemaker's
article: i.e. Classes 10 and 17 are not described, Class 16 having
perf 12x12 or 11.75x12. One of mv difficulties has hzen matching
the three commonly used colour guides mentioned aboée, particularly
the early (1872 - 1273) issues. Perbaps as a Group effort, we could
fili in the blanks on the accompanying table (and make corrections)
to everyone's satisfaction and enlightennent.

A most difficult aspect of 3-cent Small Queen study is the ple-
thora of paper types -- 9 according to Shoenmaker, W4 according to
" Studd. Studd also suggests that some 30 different kinds of paver
may have been used. Perish the thought!! There are some davs when
I would agree with him. Some of the papers are distinctive enough
to identify but there are others which are extremely-hard to charac-
terize, especially when you have never seen them and are frustrating-
ly trying to match your idea of what is a "medium weight pebbiy sur-
face, toned yellowish paper" with the description'in one hand and a
dated copy of the stamp in the other.

Would it be possible for some experienced member of the Group

to put together a sample set of paper types for the 3-cent Small
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Queens for circulation to other members for domparison with their
own classifications of paper types. This could be of great bene-
fit to those of us struggling somewhat in isolation. T hesitate to
initiate this aspect since I have a lot of stamps which I feel just
do not fit, date-wise, with what others say should be the paper
type for that period. This would be a useful Group effort to elimi-
nate some of the confuéion. I would certainly like to collaborate
and exchange information concerning vaper types with othér nemhers

(Don Ecobichon, 185 52nd Avenue, Lachine, Que., H8T 2X1, BNAPS #3343)
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| STRAND STAMP JOURNAL

The

One of the greatest difficulties which the
would-he specialist has to encounter is that
of supply. The number of issues latent with
possibilitics for philatchic study is lewion hat,
and this is nearly always so with the older
stamips of popular countrics, when it comes
to getting material tor rescarch it is usually
non-existent  or only  available 1o those
blessed with particularly long purses,  An
exception to this is. however, found in the
“Small  Cents”  dssue of  Canada,  which
stamps, despite  their nineteenth  century
vintage and the immense popularity of their
country of aricin, are stili 1o he obtained by
the averaze collector,

“Small Cents” the name given
sccond wencral issue of  postaige  stamps
made for the Domimon of Canada, which
were introduced in IST0 and remamerd in usce
down o within three yvears of the present
century. They comprised six denominations,
1,2 875, 6, and (0 centy, and all featuved a
profile partrait of Queen Victoria cnuraved
by Charles Henry junx placed on a back-

to the

1B

mraumd ol horisor tal Pues cnmtained e
culourless  ¢ircie; .ng;l‘c\ af value  were
placed in the lower corners and over the
central viznette came “CANADAN PPOS-
TAGE™ in colourless capitals on a cur\n!
label, At the base, bhetween the heures of
value the words “CENTS" is found. This

varics in size and form :on the le, it apjears
as “ONFE CENT™, while the arnaments in
the spandrels differ with cach value,

These stamps were all engravad and recess
printed by the DLritish \erlg.m lank Note
Co.. vn wove paper ol varying texture and
thickne~s, firstly both at Montreal  and
Ottawa, later at Monireal only, and hnally
only at Ouawa.

Chronology
The frst value to appear was the e 1o
prepay the basic inland letter rate._which

was put oo sale on January 20t ST and
this was followed in March by a leo denenn-

nation fo frank  newspapers and drop
letiers”™  (these  are  letters  dircciad o
addresses in the town ol posting),  Two

years later, in January 1572, a e, for double
weight inlaned letters maule its debut amld in
the, iollowing month a 2c. was added 1o the
provided  to

series.. This  was  originally
prepay the revistration fee on inland mail,
but after 1575, when special registration

stamps were issued, its use was nainly con-
fincd to making up odd amounts of postauce.
These four stamps all superseded ~imilar
values in the “L: rye Cents™ series of IN6S

In 1571 the basic letter rate from Canatla
to the United l\nu_clnm wis reduced from
12} to 10 cents, and in the November oi that
vear a stamp of this value was added to lhc
“Small Cents” scries,

i TR

‘Small Cents”

CANADA

By Patrick Hamilton
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[ssue of

All of these stamps had been printed hoth
at Montreal and Outawa, but in 1875 the
authorities  decided  that  in future  all
Cinadian  stamps should be produced  at
Montreal and conscquently the printing of
stamps  at Otrawa ceased,  In INT5 oo,
Canada joined the Universal Postal Union
and an urgent need arose for a 5 cents
stamp to prepay the rate to C.L.UL countries,
I’y IllLCl the cimerLency, a p..nc luarm;,:
impressions of a Jc. stamp in the "Large
Cents” design which had never been vsed
was  cmployed temporarily, pending the
preparation of a “Small Cents” stamp of this
value which duly appeared in FFebruary 15706,
The release of the Sc. completerd the “Small
Cents"” ~erizs; some cnllectors may urpe that
the series should include a de. issucd in 1882
and an Sc. which came along in 182 hut
these are really supernumary to the stamps
under discussion and will not be examined

in this article, which is confined to the
oricinal issue.

Our last chronological notes date from
tass wmirerr e Groversine avaim clnnuc-l

the placs desinated dor st printing vy
moving it back to Ottawa, .nul 182 when it
was decided thar i of B impres-
sions which hid been 3 sitioe
issue bewan should hc gnl.\rgcd lo pro-lucc
200 stamps at cach unpruuon

The “Small Cents™ stamps of Canada were
superseded temporarily i June 1807 by the
Diamond  Jubilee series,  and  finally in
December 1807 and I:um:\r\' ISOS by the
familiar “Maple Leaves” design.

el

Printings and Imprints

The catalogue histings of these stamps are
lh\ulcd mto lwo parts terimed “Montreal”
:uul *Ottawa’™ printings, but in fact the
“Montreal™ list includes the stamps which
were 1»rm|cul at Montreal and Ouawa during
1370-1575 as well as the real Montreal prints
of INS-ISS There is a very sound reason

Cfor thid in a gencral catalogue, hecause with

Oone or hwo mlt“amlln" exceplions it s
impossible 1o dilferentiate between Montreal
amd Ouawa printings except  from dated
capies, those showing dates before 1875 must
he Montreal and Ouawa, amd in the.case of
mint stamps, by a study of the printers’
imprints; and as we shall see later. cven
these are not always a certain guide as to
place of printing.

Four diffcrent imprints may be seen in the
margins of the sheets of “Small Cents”
stamps t—

(A)“BRRITISH AMERICAN  BANK
NOTE CcO., MONTREAL &
OTTAWA” in  colourless Roman

capitals on a panel oi .colour 51 mm.
Jlong and 1 mm. high, placed above
stamps 4, 9, 6 and 7 in the upper

IR 0 0 TP (O RO £
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Jmargins, heby stps 91, 95, 0 and 97
in the lower marein, szl also in the
sttle nuargins reawding ll]'\\.lfll\ at len
and downwards at right, \«lth(u-u.\ll\

the denramination expressed in sh: aledd.

Roman capitals 4 mm. high appeared
in the upper margin above stamps 2
amd 25 unshaded on the 10 cents,

(1) “RRITISH AMERICAN I'ANK
NOTE CO, MONTREAL” on a
pancel a6 o, long and 22 mm, high
with o pearlul edze. The position of

this fmprint varies according to the
value. .
(C)“BRITISHT AMERICAN BANK
NOTE COL OTTAWA, 40 mm. jonyg
and 1 omm, high on sheers ef o0
stamips oaly, in upper marzin above
stamps 10 and 1L and twice in the
lower marein, below stiunps 155 and

ING, and 195 and 195, Additionad mar-
ginal inscriptions are noted under the
values with which they appear. The
reversal ligures 2 appear in the upper
left corner and 1 in the upper riglht
corner of vach sheet, *

(D) Text as ~(C) but 49 mun, long and
2 o high, in upper marzin above
stamps 4, 5, 6 and 7, and in the lower
narein below stamps 91, 495, 96 and 97,
Used for the 2 cents value only, sheets
of o0,

Imprint () was that originally_uscd, amd

(13) made its first appearance in 1895, lmmml.

(C). however, was not employed ull IS
when the hirst 200 set plates were made. I
will be seen therefore that the stanps prioted
from the 1 set plates at Ottawa during the
periond ISSSLI8U2 qetually bore the Montreal
nuprint, (C). These would he fimpossible ta
distinguisli, were it not for the paper used,
which is the next feature which we have to
exanne.

Papcr

Prioe to 185, when the stamp |.rm|m~' was
moved back to Ottawa, a variety of wood
quality papers was cmplu\ctl these will be
noted  under the respective  values,  The
stamps printed at Ottawa were all. prmlm wil
on paper ol lnu)r (|\ll|l|\, HY lhlllllhll nwove
often tinged greyish or yellowish quite dis-
tinct from that used hefore the muove. From
this we are able to distinzuish the Ottawa
printings even when they were made from
plates hearing the Montreal impring

Perforation. ' .

AL of the “Small Cents™ stimnps
perforated on single line machines, which
accounts for xlm.~c stamps  which appear
abnormally narrow or wide which are oiten
seen. The standard gauge was 12, hut in
addition pins wauging 1L 195, 12) and 128
were used. The last two of these are scarce
amd to the writer's knowledye only exist
with the Se., but all values are foumd with

were

arions combinations of 14, 1§ and 12
these are the stamps listed in the cataloyue
as i x 120 The following combinations,

cte., are known :—11E x 115, 2 8 12,113 x

M, x 12, and 12 x 113,

Guide Dots

Small dots, placed on the surface of the
plate 1o facilitate acc urale laying down are
oliten scen vatside the lower leflt corner of
the design, an:d somcetimes to the leit of the
circle containing the central vignctte, These
are not seen from 18S9 on and thercfore the
presence of a guide dot on a specimen is an
indication that the stamp was printed either

“Montreal & Ottawa™ or at “Montreal”.
The opposite is however of no use in iden-
tification, as many dots were obscured by
the design, and in the first plates Lud down
there were no puide dots against the left-
hand vertical column of impiessions,

So much for general features; we will now
look at the six denominations value by value.

One Ccnt

This stamp was printed in a large \:mclv
of shades of orange and yellow., It is
impossible to give names to all the shades
extant and the inllowing nuics merely indi-
cate groups for guidance. Montreal and
Ottawa Printings :—March 1570, orange on
thick white wove.  March 1872, orange-
yellow on hard white wove; peri. 12 and
combinations  of 11412, September 1872,
pale yellow on thick white wove, and on hard
white wove. December IST3, lemon on thick
white wove (xcarce), peri. 12 and comnbina-
tions of 113-12. Montreal Printings :—1575-
INSS, various shades of yellow on medium
hard white wove; perf. 12 and combinations
of 111-12. Ottawa Printings from both Mont-
real and Ottawa Plates :—\Various shades of
yvellow om thin poor qualll\ wove, often
;.'rv\lsh

The Montreal mlprml (B), is found in the

upper and lower margins only and there is
uo indicatien of the value in the selvedye.
On the Ottawa plates, impring (C), the value
appears in Exyptian capitals 37 mm. high in
the upper margin over stanps 2 and 3. anl
15 and 19, Additionally, one of the letters
A, B, Cor D may be seen above the imprint
in the uppes lll.ll’},’ll’l\

Imperforates exist - in yellow from hoth
\lunlrcnl amd Ottawa printings, :\ml a very
r.|rc varicty, printed on both sides, is known,
A slight re-entry is known from an early
printing which shows the outer line of the
ormament at lower left partially doubled.

From November 4th 1o Sth 1897 the le.
wias hisected diagonally and used to send out
a newspaper called the Ruailzvay Nesvs, pub-
lished at New: Glaspow, N.S. Plate pruuf\
exist in vrange ou card, and in blue on india
paper; Baished  proofs, perf. 12 and on
gummed wove p1|wr are known in violet
and red-violet.

Two Cents
The first printings were made on llncL to
medium epaque white wove paper in pale
wreen, green, and deep preen; a shade of
blue-green is comewhat hard to find. These
L\wt peri. 12 'uul with combinations of 114-
l'hc wnprint is always (A) as this stamp
\\"h in Ittle demand ‘\flcr 1575 and no plate
with the Montreal jmprint (B) was laid
down. It is therefore impossible to ditferen-
tiate berween the Montreal aml Ottawa ane
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Some of the interesting postmarks to be found on these issues.

the Montreal prints except in the case ol
uscd copies bearing dates in the range 1872
1871, which must be the formcer, ¢

The Outtawa prints, from ISSS may be dis-
tincaished from the poor thinnish paper and
by the "D imprint. These are found in
shaddes of wreen, blue-green and yellowish-
ureen. : )

Imperforates are found in blue-green on
medium  white wove and  also on ahe
“Ottawa™ paper: they also exist in vellows-
green from the Ouawa printines, Copies
are known bisected and usad as™leo stamps
cither single or with a“2c. stinp to make up
the Seinland rate. -

Four re-entries are noted :—(a) "2 CENTS
2" and ornaments at stdes strongly doubled;
(h) 2 at lert doubled and lines of colour in
C of CENTS; te) 2 at right and arnaments
in adjacent corner doubled; () 2 andd lower
left vorner double. (a, b and ¢ are “Montreal
& Ottawa”, and d, Ottaiwa prints).

Copies are known from carly printings
with the hair on the top of the Queen’s heal
missing, showinwg s o white patche Ofsets
are common in this value hut vuide dots are
not. Proots are found in ercen on card, ol
finislicd  proofs o dull red on

perinrated
gummed wove paper exist,

Three Cents

This is the value which was i the greanrest
demand amd of which there is the largest
amount of material for study., There are so
many shades that it is impossible 1o list
them all; the hest that can be done is o
arrange them into groups.

Montreal & Ottawa Printings: January
Jmh 18T Toadian (copper) red, perf. 12,
February IS8T Indian red, pert, 120 8 12t
(this 15 a very scarce stamp, onlv aleang o
copies haviuyw so far come to light), Sep-
tember 15871, Pale Indian red. November
1570, pate faded rose. December 1570, hright
rose. All on thick to meiium white wove
paper. January 1871, ruse on very thick
opaque wove. February IS8T, ruse on
medium to thin hard wove, and pale rose on
the same paper. June IN72) red (dull red to
oranze red) on thick to medivm white wove
and also on thin hard wove—tliese are found
peri. 12 and with various combinalions of
T2 March  18TS, orange-vermilion  on
thick to medinm white wove (not to he con-
fused with later vermilion shades), Peri. 12
and combinations of 11%-12. Montreal Print-
ings : 1875, dull vermilion on omedinm wieve,
1577, pink and in various sbkades of vermilion
In 1ot this value i
known perf. 12} x 12} and is scarce thus The

I 00 F ey

- 3. Indian red, perf. 12, shows a
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imprint, (1), i~ scen in the upper waud lower
marcins; additionally *"THRERE” in shaded
Homm. capitals is found in the top maryin
over staunps | amnd 2. Ottawa printings from
Montreal plates : February 1S5S, vermilion.
October 1833, rose carmine, :lull rose car-
mine.  April IS4 bright vermilion. All on
poor quality wove, Ottawa printings from
the Ottawa Plates: Numerous shades of
vermilion ranging from pale to bright, all
on the poor quality wove paper. In many
cases the colour of the ink shows throuzh to
the back of the stamp, The value in 30 mm.
capitals s Jeature:l in the upper margin
twice, over stamps 1205 amd 4 and 15, 18,
19 and 20; additionally the letters “E”, “G",
or “H™ are found above the upper imprint.
A number of plate varieties are known, of

which the toliowing are the chief :(—Re-
entering @ (a) Lower leflt corner doubled;
(h) base line doubled; (¢) “CENT™ and

ornaments in lower left corner partially
doubled (all Montreal & Otiawa  prints);
() TS” of “CENTS” and ficure 3 at richt
doubled (Montreal print). Retouches : (v)
Top of @ at vight reent; (1) Queen’s nose re-
cut making it appear hooked. :

There are alio numerous worn  plate
varictics, shiflts il varicties due to plate
damage. A voeod example of this last dates
from 120 and takes the form of a diazonal
line of colour running across the 3 at left
to the lower corner, Guide dots are fre-
quently secen, and clfsets are fairly common.
A ~carce variety, so far only scen on the
“stiteh”
watermark. Dic proofs are known in red-
broown, pale brown and green, and a plate
proaf in the issned eolour exists on card.
Finished procis in green exist on gummed
wove paper perforated I all round. The e
was also issued twice in imperforate state, in
1575 in dull vermilion and in 1839 in bright
vermilion. _

Five Cents
Montreal & Ottawa Plates: Febhruary

1576, pale olive-creen, olive-grecen on thick
white wove: perf. 12 and combinations of
11:-12. DMontreal Plates : INTh, olive-wreen.
many sluedes en thick and medium  white
wove: perr. 12 and combinations of 11E-02
The Montreal imprint, (IB3). is found on all
fonnr sides of the sheet, and “FIVE CENTS”
 placed-in the upper margin above stamps
1. 2 and . Ottawa Printings from both
Montreal and Ottawa Plates : 1&8, ¢t seq.
pale  prev-green,  grey-green,  olive-grey,
brownish-urey, grev, and grey-black; many
shades. A pearl-grey is noted in July IR
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e fe- cmnu, ! JFecornde 3
h) Three lines instead of two in horde
opposite numeral of value
“Otawa); (hy 3 at nght
: clnub'ccl 101tawa): te) ippei
amd top trame doubled  (Ottay
(). partial doubling of Jowe
printing uulumwn).‘ An iutere
stamps in ﬂlne-;.rcv tak
= of coloured aw extending lll.c aplunie
he Queen’s head hehind the tiaca 1o 1l
w_ Canarla,
ll.h the line nlchucalmg the Queen's
- missing lmm lhc eml of the nose d
: fmmd “on élalv. b1l

: 1
hile imperforates printed in wrev-l
Ottawa are hard 1o find, Die proofsin
narine and pl.uc plruufs in olive or ;.rv.-

This stamp was first issuc
n vdkm-lm)wu on thick wlute U

Mnmrc ll lmprml

‘mariins and in addition th

at the top over stanip No,
After the move to Ottawa 1h

o decp; these stamps we
rom the Montreal plates, and
X set Ottawa. plnlc call on th
thin paper. The last
m:ule n {:' :

e, rate. lmp ur
een in.dtettnmnbut 1]
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