
Each Issue of the Post & Mail contains a wealth of information about postal rates and usages of Canadian and Newfoundland 
stamps issued during the King George VI reign.  Contributors include John Burnett, a BNAPS Director, and Gary Steele, Chair 
of the George VI Study Group.  The following article by Gary entitled “Double Registration Fee to the U.S.?”  appeared as the 
Cover Story in Issue 5 of the Post & Mail. 

“The cover illustrated on the right is quite an unusual 
item.  If you will recall from the summary of postal 
rates presented in John Burnett’s article on postage 
rates to destinations in the United States in Issue 4, 
indemnification against loss of registered letters was 
not to exceed $25.  The Canada Official Postal Guide 
of the day stated that the registration fee was a 
“uniform 10¢” for registered mail to the U.S.  The 
registered cover below seems to indicate that the staff 
at downtown Montreal Station N charged the Cana-
dian Bank of Commerce a double registration fee in 
November 1937 as evidenced by the two 1935 10¢ 
RCMP Constable stamps on the cover.   

“It is doubtful that the bank would have been able to claim up to $50 in the event of a loss as the Post Office regulations were 
quite clear about the $25 liability limit for registered mail to the United States.  I would be interested in hearing from other mem-
bers of the Study Group if they have also seen examples of overpaid registration fees on mail to the U.S.”  
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BNAPS George VI Study Group at BNAPEX 2005  

The BNAPS George VI Study Group to hold its third annual meeting at BNAPS’ 57th An-
nual Convention, BNAPEX 2005, being held this year in Edmonton, Alberta, September 2 
to 4.  The George VI Study Group formed in 2003 for the purpose of promoting the study of 
the postage stamps of Canada and Newfoundland and their usage during the reign of King 
George VI between 1937 and 1952.    

The George VI Study Group has invited all interested philatelists to attend its 3rd annual 
meeting at 11:00 am September 3rd, in Conference Room 14, Fantasyland Hotel, West Ed-
monton Mall for a discussion of Items of Interest of Canadian Philately during the King 
George VI period.  Philatelists interested in the George VI period but who are unable to 
attend are invited to contact Gary Steele, Chairman of the George VI Study Group or 
Stephen Prest, Editor of the Post & Mail (contact details provided on  Page 2 of this Special 
Edition). 

The Post & Mail is published on a regular basis, generally three or four times a year, and is 
circulated to BNAPS members who have joined the George VI Study Group.  Selected cop-
ies of the Post & Mail can be accessed via the BNAPS website (www.bnaps.org) by follow-
ing the links for the George VI Study Group.  Philatelists interested in joining the George 
VI Study Group but who are not currently BNAPS members may do so by making suitable 
application to become a BNAPS member.  Information about joining BNAPS can be ob-
tained from Gary Steele, Stephen Prest, the BNAPS website or from Peter Jacobi, BNAPS 
Secretary (contact details on Page 2).   
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King George VI Study Group 
 

The King George VI Study Group 
operates under the auspices of the 
British North America Philatelic  
Society (BNAPS) 
- The Society for Canadian Philately. 
 

Chairman: 
 

    Gary Steele, 
    6 Braemont Court 
    Lower Sackville, Nova Scotia, 
    Canada    B4E 3A1 
 

    E-Mail:    
    gary.steele@ns.sympatico.ca 
 
Treasurer: 
 

    Simon Claughton, 
    P.O Box 460 
    Port Credit Postal Stn 
    Mississauga, Ontario 
    Canada     L5G 4M1 
 

    E-mail:  simon@berlet.com 
 
KGVI Post  & Mail Editor: 
 

    Stephen (Steve) Prest 
    P.O. Box 686 
    Ayer’s Cliff, Quebec 
    Canada    J0B 1C0 
 

    E-mail:    
    stephen.prest@sympatico.ca 
 
Website:    Under construction 
 

Annual Dues: 
 

    All addresses:  C$ 10.00  
 

    Please make cheques payable to    
    Mr. Simon Claughton and marked  
   “KGVI Study Group” 
 

Back Issues:  $2.50 Cdn; $2.00 U.S;    
                        or £1.25 
 
 

 
BNAPS 

 

Website:       www.bnaps.org 
 

Membership Information: 
 

    Peter Jacobi, 
    #6, 2168 - 150 A Street 
    Surrey, B.C. 
    Canada 
    V4A 9W4 
 

    E-mail:   pjacobi@shaw.ca 

► EFO’s & Varieties 

► Cracked Plates 

Each Issue of the Post & Mail features an EFO & Varieties column.  The following  
article about a variety of the Unrevised 1¢ coil stamp issued in December 1949 ap-
peared in Issue 5.  This stamp, and its companion stamps in sheet form printed without 
the words “Poste-Postage”, was originally scheduled to be issued in mid 1949.  When 
the printing oversight was recognized, the Canadian Bank Note Company was in-
structed to revise the design to incorporate the words Poste-Postage and the Revised 1¢ 
coil was subsequently issued in May 1950.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coils precancelled during the King George VI era featured three pairs of parallel lines 
overprinted across the face of the stamps (the so-called “V-Type Precancel”).  The strip 
above shows only two pairs of lines overprinted with traces of the lower line of the third 
pair evident along the top of the stamps.  It would appear that something caused the 
(pre-slit) coil roll and overprinting machine to be misaligned during the overprinting 
process which resulted in the lines being shifted upwards.    
 
This strip is probably the bottom strip of the coil roll as there is no evidence of the next 
set of lines which should otherwise appear at the bottom of the stamps.  This would also 
infer that there is as yet another variety out there to be discovered i.e. a precancelled 
coil strip or stamps with a single pair of lines at the bottom of the stamps separated by a 
wider spacing than normal from the other two pairs of overprinted lines at the top of the 
stamps.  Your Editor would be interested to learn whether Study Group Members might 
have such examples in their collections.             

 

KING GEORGE VI POST & MAIL 
 

King George VI Post & Mail is produced in Word using Microsoft Publisher.  Manuscripts can be submitted 
to the Editor either by mail or, preferably, in electronic format with text documents in M/S WORD.  Scanned 
illustrations (using a black background) should be sent as separate electronic files or colour photocopies.      
 
Articles with no by-line are written or compiled by the Editor.  All articles reproduced in KGVI Post & Mail 
are the copyright of the author.  The King George VI Post & Mail is the copyright of the BNAPS King 
George VI Study Group.   

Recent Issues of the Post & Mail have fea-
tured scans of cracked plate blocks such as the 
cracked Upper Left Plate Block No 3. of the 
1942 War Issue 10¢ Parliament Buildings 
shown on the right.   

A review of current stamp catalogues reveals 
some 18 cracked corner plate blocks of the 
War Issue stamps issued in 1942 have listed 
status.  Other unlisted cracked plates are 
known to exist as is the case of the 10¢ Parlia-
ment Buildings pictured here.    

The George VI Study Group invites philate-
lists to forward further examples of unlisted 
cracked plate blocks to the Editor for possible 
inclusion in future editions of the Post & Mail. 


