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Fakes and Forgeries Society - Editor: Jeffrey Arndt, 4121 Marble Lane, Fairfax, VA 22033
arndt123@aol.com

Anybody who wants to copy an item from this newsletter is welcome to do so. - Please
acknowledge Fakes and Forgeries as the source, and send a copy of any publication in which the
reprinted material appears to the editor.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE and RESPONSIBILITIES
President: Ken Pugh
Secretary-Treasurer: Andrew Ellwood
Members:
Liaison Members:

Postal Stationery - Earl Covert

Dots and Scratches — Michael Smith

V.G. Greene - Garfield Portch

Air Mail Study Group — Chris Hargreaves

Members:
George B. Dresser

We are inviting a representative from all BNAPS study Groups and other like-minded fakes and
forgeries parties to sign up as a liaison member. Liaison membership is gratis.

Our first issue was very successful thanks to our editor Jeff Arndt, and a contribution from Garfield
Portch introducing our members to the V.G. Greene Foundation. Andy tells me we have more articles
for our next issues, which is great. A long-time friend, Bryan Dunne, will contribute some. Bryan is
one of the most knowledgeable forgery collectors | know, and he is always helping others in this area.

If you have not joined my Facebook group “Ken Pugh Stamp Forgeries” please take a moment to
sign up. The group page is another means in which forgery collectors can ask questions, exchange
comments, post images and get the news on forgery developments. BNA forgeries are the main focus,



but we have received a number of posts featuring word forgeries as well. No cost to join, and lots to
gain.

Welcome to Any Elwood our new Sec. Treasurer! That completes a major requirement from
BNAPS, so Andy - thank you, thank you, thank you!

Tomorrow | am off to photograph Grizzlies in the Artnarko River Valley of BC. | trust myself to
return intact so that Jeff will not have to start searching for a replacement. The attached image is if a
large female named Liliane. Liliane has the name as my wife, and on looking at the photo, she often
gives me the same look as Liliane the Grizzly. No idea why.

What was Liliane thinking? - "You actually sold me a forgery?"

Ken Pugh

Dealer Similitude Small Queen Matchbook
Bryan Dunne

A very attractive rendering of the 1888 3 cent bright vermilion Small Queen stamp. It is only 16mm
wide by 20mm tall, so slightly smaller than the genuine dimensions of 17mm wide by 21.5mm tall.
Inside is an offer from the Falcon Stamp Company in Falconer NY for a 10 cent stamp packet and



approvals. | believe they are no longer in the stamp business and this dates from the 1970's. Anyway, |
am not sure who their target audience was with these matches but it is fun addition to my collection. If
anyone knows more about this matchbook or Falcon stamps let me know. Bryan Dunne, email:
stampspecialist@gmail.com

Figure 1.
Front of Matchbook
Figure 2.
ONLY WITH COUPON INSIDE Back of Matchbook

ONLY WITH COUPON INSIDE
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336 $3.00 Bill Stamp Proofs

By Michael D. Smith
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Proofs that were offered on eBay. | could easily make out four nice re-entries and the bottom
imprint copy could also be re-entered. | purchased this lot but what arrived is another story.

A few weeks ago an eBay listing showed the proofs on the previous page. | was high
bidder on the lot and happy to have won them as | could identify four of the stamps as re-entries
and the fifth a possible re-entry. The following images (1 through 4) are from the eBay listing
with each proof image enlarged and identified from Ralph Trimble’s www.re-entries.com web
site. Please excuse the slight blurriness of these images downloaded from eBay. | believe these are
Images of actual proofs despite the image quality.

Fig. 1
The letters of “CANADA THREE DOLLARS” show re-entering.
This is Ralph’s re-entry #13.


http://www.re-entries.com/

Fig. 2
The main evidence on this proof'is in “BILL STAMP” and “CANADA”.
This is Ralph’s re-entry #1.



Fig. 3
The marks in “MP” of STAMP define this re-entry.
This is Ralph’s re-entry #13.
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Fig. 4
Re-entry can be seen in letters of “CANADA” and “ARS” of DOLLARS.
This is Ralph’s re-entry #7.
Interestingly this proof was not included in what | recieved.
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The red with blue center proof image was not clear enough to make out a re-entry.

The day before I received the proofs | had ordered I noticed another listing with three of
these proofs presented from a different dealer or possibly same dealer with different dealer ID
see figure 5.

Amerenn Banle Note Co.NewNork |

Fig. 5

These three proofs are identical to three of the proofs already shown in the image of the
five proofs | had bought. For example the black and brown proof has an identical top margin see
detail in figure 6.

et —‘F

Top margin from new listing of three.
Area of top margin appears cut the same circled in orange.
Fig. 6

This really had me wondering what might be going on here. | became a bit anxious at this
point.

The next day my purchase arrived and my worst fears were realized. Just a quick look at
the “proofs” was all I needed to realize they were fakes. | got out my few genuine proofs to
compare them and there was absolutely no question that these were not actual proofs at all. In the
next few pages | will do my best to present the differences | found between the fakes and my
genuine copies.



American Bank Note Co.New-York

Fig. 7
Figure 7 shows the crude fakes that arrived instead of the actual proofs that appeared to be
illustrated on eBay. I didn’t even need a magnifying glass as these were blurry to the naked eye.
In the pages that follow I will present data about these fakes and compare them to the few genuine
copies | have in my collection. Figure 8 gives a glimpse of brown and black fake with a look at
the re-entry detail of the fake and the Bay image which I believe is a genuine proof image that may
have been used to create the fake. I believe this may be the case for all the fakes.

Fig. 8
Note how much clearer the re-entry detail is in the lower image. The margins are cut differently and possible
delaminating of the paper. The fake proof is also a different shade of brown.
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Evidence of a poor printing and possible delaminating of paper on left side of fake. Note how clear the re-entry is on
the eBay image at bottom. The margins are also different again. Fig, 10 next page shows the differences in the
re-entry in the letters of CANADA.



Fig. 10
Fake above eBay image below. Note how much clearer printing is on the eBay image.

I could go on showing the differences between the eBay images and the fake proofs but |
feel the point has been made that I did not get what I expected. I will show a couple of genuine
proofs from my collection to illustrate how clearly printed the proofs are (Figs. 11 & 12).

Fig. 11: FB 36P, Red + Blue
center. Trimble's description:

“Strong doubling is found in 'BI'
of BILL, 'P* of STAMP, both
side buckles, ‘C" and ‘DA’ of
CANADA, 'RE' of THREE and
'ARS' of DOLLARS. Areas
surrounding these letters also
exhibit doubling.”




Fig. 12

Proof imprint
block of 6. UL
proof is

Ralph
Trimble’s
re-entry 5 and
the right
center proof is
Ralph
Trimble’s
re-entry 7.

See next two
pages for
enlargements
of the
re-entries #5
and #7
Figures 13
and 14.
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Fig. 13

This is Ralph Trimble’s re-entry #5 described as “Doubling is found in the 'BI" and last
L' of BILL, the 'ST" and "MP’ of STAMP and in and below parts of CANADA. The lower
right corner of the design also exhibits a downwards shift, with doubling in the ‘RS’ of
DOLLARS and in the bottom margin below the curled ornament.” Note how clear and
sharp the printing is of a genuine proof.
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Fig. 14

This is Ralph Trimble’s misplaced entry #7 described as: “This stamp shows a marked
shift of 0.5 mm which, according to my Classification System of Re-entries and Misplaced
Entries (found elsewhere), qualifies it being termed a misplaced entry, rather than just a
major re-entry.

The most obvious details are seen in the letters of CANADA, but is also seen throughout the
design...both upper value ornaments and the right '3"; the lower right ornament; both of the
triangular spandrels to the left and right of CANADA (note especially the lovely downward

shift of the left one); in the bottom margin below the 'E' and 'O" and curled ornaments; and
note all of the "extra’ red inner portrait oval lines on the left (under the blue).

The addition of the imprint also adds to the beauty of this stamp.”

This being a black center on this proof, the reference to blue applies to black on this copy.
There is also a paper wrinkle present in the upper right corner which looks strong as the scanner
made a shadow on it. It does not look that bad on the actual proof. There is a link to “Re-entry
Terms” on Ralph’s website for terminology information.



Analysis of the Properties
Fakes Versus Genuine Proofs

The previous discussion illustrated that the fakes are poorly printed copies of genuine
proofs. Now we will look at the properties that can be used to determine a fake from a genuine
proof. This might aid in identifying a fake from a genuine copy if one does not have a copy to
compare.

Paper Thickness and Properties:

The genuine proofs are printed on a very fine smooth paper. The thickness ranges
from .00245” to .00310” and may be mounted on card stock with a thickness of .01245”
to .01290”. Total average thickness (Proof on card) is .01519 on the copies | have.

The fake proofs paper thickness measures from .00545” to .00575” so the paper is much
heavier. The paper of the fakes also appears to be laid paper (Fig. 15).

ig.
Back view of brown frame black center fake.

The next fun detail of the laid paper is the presence of parts of a watermark on the other
four fake proofs (Figs. 16 to 19).



Fig. 16
Back view of blue frame black center fake.

Laid paper showing what appears to be “or” of a watermark.




Fig. 17

This is the fake with the black frame and brown center. | am not sure what the first letter
in watermark is but I believe the other three are “ero” or "erc".




Fig. 18

This is the fake with red frame and blue center with imprint at bottom. The watermark
appears to be reversed and inverted with the letters “buo” or "buc".




Fig. 19

This is the red frame and brown center fake. The water mark appears to be “co”. I believe
these are all lower case letters but you can be the judge. I do not know what the entire watermark
is. The real proofs are not on this paper.




Ink Reaction Under Black Light:

The use of a black light might reveal ink fluorescence. One needs a control to compare the
differences. I used my red frame and blue center proof as the control. See figure 20 which is
taken under normal light. The control is the proof at lower right.

Fig. 20

Now take a look at the image taken under a black light (figure 21). You will see the two
red framed fake proofs still appear reddish while the red on the control doesn’t appear red at all.
Some of the other colors maybe reacting also but without a control it is difficult to tell.

Fig. 21



Design Size Measurements:

The measurements presented here are done using a ruler graduated to 0.25mm. More
accurate measurements may be obtained but are unnecessary to show the differences in the size
of the stamp design as well as the imprint. The measurements are taken through the center of
the proof design bottom to top and left to right. Measurements of the imprints are left to right
for length. The letter height is for the capital letters.

Genuine Proofs:

Design Height: 30 mm, Width: 24 mm
Imprint: Length: 23.75 mm, Letter Height: 1.25 mm

Fake Proofs:

Design Height: 31.5 mm, Width: 25 mm
Imprint (vertical): Length: 25 mm, Letter Height: 1 mm
(horizontal): Length: 24mm. Letter Height: 1.25 mm

Figure 22 illustrates a comparison of a fake with vertical imprint next to a genuine proof
with vertical imprint so one can see the differences.

}l.l (:\-Mi) x 0 ‘) .))Ox ?‘llﬂl‘l’ meo !-la uxv

The fake at left with my genuine proof block of six cropped to show the size differences.
The fake proof is from a different position than my genuine copy.



Conclusions;

I was fooled by the images on eBay which are probably images of genuine proofs
although not very high resolution. I immediately noted the very poor printing of the fake
proofs when they arrived. Close examination of the fakes verify they are not genuine. | have
seen three listings on eBay for what | believe to be fakes. One of the listings actually
showed the reverse of the fake as being on laid watermarked paper (Fig. 23). It is possible
the sellers are unaware of what they are selling. The seller of the five I received thought
they were genuine. | did get a full refund for the purchase.

These proofs and fakes are E.S.J. van Dam’s FB36 from the 1865 Second Bill Issue.
The proofs come in several color combinations.

I hope this information will help other collectors determine if they have genuine
copies, and, if buying, avoiding fakes.

Fig. 23
Item seen on eBay with the back of fake proof showing laid paper with watermark.

References:
1. Ralph Trimble’s web site: www.re-entries.com /rev_billst_2nd_FB36_$3_proofs.html

2. THE CANADIAN REVENUE STAMP CATALOGUE, E.S.J. van Dam, 2009 edition, The
Unitrade Press, Toronto.

Courtesy of Dots and Scratches, Re-entries and Constant Plate Varieties Study Group of the
BNAPS. In order to improve information access across BNAPS.
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Varro E. Tvler’s BNA Forgeries Realize 148% of Estimate

The Eastern Auctions Sale of 8-9 June 2018 of the Varro E. Tyler's BNA fakes and forgeries
exceeded expectations. The 22 lots were estimated at $9,000 and with the newly increased 18.5%
buyers fee they realized a total of $13,337, an increase of 48% over the estimate.

Varro E. Tyler is the author of numerous articles and books on forgeries including; Philatelic
Forgers — Their Lives and Works as well as Focus on Forgeries; A Guide to Forgeries of
Common Stamps. He collected forgeries of the world, there are not many left doing that.

Below is a selection of some of the more interesting lots from the sale. Prices below do not
include the 18.5% buyer’s premium.

Lot 87 BC forgeries estimated $750 sold for $800.

Lot 96 New Brunswick cover with set of three Oneglia engraved forgeries. Estimated at $300
sold for $1,000 with heavy bidding. I will write a detailed article about it in a future newsletter.

Lot 97 New Brunswick engraved forgeries set of three of the “Argenti Type A” estimated $300
sold for $325. These forgeries are well made and are not often seen.

Lot 98 New Brunswick Oneglia 6d, a very dangerous forgery, estimated $150 sold for $160.

Lot 108 Nova Scotia lot of 220 items, included a number of scarce items such as two copies of
the 6d, Argenti Type C and an unlisted 1d. If anyone out there won it and wants to trade the extra
Type C let me know! Estimated at $750 it sold for $1200.

There were 10 lots of Newfoundland Sperati, not marked as from Tyler, these all sold close to
their estimates when the buyer’s premium was included.

Lot 232 Tyler’s Newfoundland Pence collection of 150 items including a few Sperati estimated
at $1,000 sold for $1,450.

Lot 233 the companion lot to above of the Newfoundland cents, 140+ items estimated at $750
sold for $900.

Lot 288 Canada 12d black, the Peter Winter engraved forgery in a complete sheet of eight
stamps, in the form of two téte-béche blocks of four. These are seldom seen anymore. Estimated
$300 went for $425.

Lot 420 Canada 5 cent beaver bisect on cover with 10 cent Consort, attributed to de Thuin,
although I don’t agree as the postmarks are not listed in the standard reference. Still a nice item,
estimated $200 went for $375. Not marked as ex Tyler.

Lot 856 Canada lot 100+ items including bogus locals, map stamp forgery and two copies of
Oneglia’s engraved 17 cent Cartier. Also a crude attempt to turn a 1 cent 1897 Jubilee into a $3
Jubilee. Estimate low at $750, a bargain at $950.

All together a very nice assortment of BNA forgeries with many scarce items, it is nice to see
auction houses listing and picturing forgeries in detail. This sale shows that there is a strong
demand for forgeries and this auction should be in your reference library.
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