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Editor’s Column 
I am just home from Royal*2025*FILEX and ORAPEX with a visit to 
Library and Archives Canada in between to look at the personal 
papers of Harold Beament, the designer of the 1955 kayak stamp. I 
found lots of treasures but those are for another time. It is rare for me 
to be at show without being a judge so it was nice to be able to visit 
with people, search through dealer boxes and look at exhibits. Both 
shows had spectacular exhibits although ORAPEX did have more 
Elizabethan era exhibits. Reports from both shows are in this edition.  
This issue also includes a short tribute to the late Earle Covert who 
died on May 3, 2025. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Corgi Times – Publishing Details 
Editor: 
Jane Sodero 
30 Walton Dr 
Halifax, NS B3N 1X7 
Canada 
jmfsodero@hotmail.com 

Manuscripts should be submitted to the Editor at the 
address at left. Electronic format is preferred. Files 
should be in Word or text format. Scanned 
illustrations (300dpi, colour, actual size, JPEG, PNG 
or TIFF) should be sent as separate files from text files. 
Lower quality images may not be included and may 
result in the article not being printed. 

Issue Deadline*  Publication Date 
September – October September 1st between September 15 and 30 
November – December  November 1st between November 15 and 30 
January – February January 1st between January 15 and 30 
March – April March 1st between March 15 and 30 
May – June  May 1st between May 15 and 30 
July – August  July 1st between July 15 and 30 
* at the editor’s discretion articles may be held for a future issue 
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Planning Calendar 
This is a listing of major exhibitions and bourses with a large content 
of both Canadian Exhibits and Canadian dealers. 
The goal is to list events far in advance to encourage either 
exhibiting or attendance and preferably both. 
May 24-25, 2025 Le Salon de Vieux Papier, Quebec City, QC 
September 19-21, 2025 BNAPEX, Vernon, BC 
October 18-19, 2025 CANPEX, London, ON 

mailto:jmfsodero@hotmail.com
https://svpq.ca/
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50 Years Ago 
 

 May 15 • Lucy Maud Montgomery, Anne of Green Gables 
May 15 • The Louis Hemon, Maria Chapdelaine 
May 30 • Marguerite Bourgeoys, 1620-1700 
May 30 • Alphonse Desjardins, 1854-1920 
May 30 • Dr. S.D. Chown, United Church 
May 30 • Dr. J. Cook, Presbyterian Church 
 

 

 

 June 11 • Pole Vaulter, 1976 Olympic Games, Track & Field Sports 
June 11 • Marathon Runner, 1976 Olympic Games, Track & Field Sports 
June 11 • Hurdler, 1976 Olympic Games, Track & Field Sports 
 

 
 

Who are We? 
We are the Elizabethan II Study Group 
under the auspices of the British North 
America Philatelic Society (BNAPS) — 
The Society for Canadian Philately. 
 

Our journal, the Corgi Times is published 
six times a year. 
 

We study all aspects of Canadian stamps 
during the Elizabethan-era — February 
6, 1952 through September 8, 2022. 
 

BNAPS 
Website: bnaps.org  
 

Membership information: 
Christopher Ellis 
62 Bruce Street 
London, ON, N6C 1G6 
gdeacone@gmail.com 
 

Elizabethan II Study Group 
Founder:  
John D. Arn, OTB 
 

Chairman: 
Robert J. Elias 
10 Thornhill Bay 
Winnipeg, MB R3T 3W5 
Canada 
 

Treasurer: 
Derek Fleming 
854 Silver Birch Trail 
Mississauga, ON L5J 4C1 
Canada 
 

Website: adminware.ca/esg  
 

ANNUAL DUES 
All addresses: C$10.00 for a one-time 
application fee charge; free for all 
following years for distribution of Corgi 
Times via e-mail or a PDF download 
from the website. 
 

Payment by PayPal is preferred: 
E2SGTreasurer@gmail.com 
 

If by cheque, please make cheques 
payable to “The Elizabethan II Study 
Group” and send to Derek Fleming, 
Treasurer at the address noted above. 
 

Articles with no by-line are written or 
compiled by the Editor. All articles are 
©2024 by the author and/or the 
Elizabethan II Study Group. 
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Study Group News 
 

Royal 2025 FILEX 
Royal 2025 FILEX was held in Montreal on April 25 and 25, 2025 celebrating the 60th anniversary of the 
founding of the Fédération québécoise de philatélie as well as being the annual convention of the Royal 
Philatelic Society of Canada.  

Ingo Nessel spoke about 1985-89 50c Parliament Booklets and their postal history at the PSSC lecture at 
Royal*FILEX*Royale on April 26, 2025. An article covering his talk are included in this issue. 

John Hall was awarded a Large Vermeil (80 pts) and the White Queen Award for his exhibit “The 
Canadian National Parks Stamps. Rates, fees, usages. 1979-1990.” In addition, he also was awarded the 
RPSC Medal of Excellence for Title Page/Synopsis and the APS Award for Excellence for exhibits 
covering the Post-1980 period.  

 

ORAPEX 2025  
ORAPEX 2025 was held in Ottawa on May 3 and 4, 2025. The multi-frame Grand Award was won by 
Douglas Irwin for his exhibit “The Centennial Definitives of Canada, 1967 to 1974, Booklet Stamps and 
their Usages”. In addition to the Grand Award, Irwin also received the ESG White Queen Award; the 
Herbert L. McNaught Award for Best Canadian Traditional exhibit and the BNAPS Best BNA exhibit.  

Other Elizabethan exhibits included Peter Macdonald’s “Canada's 1969 Christmas Issue” (Large 
Vermeil), Robert Elias’ “Postage Due Charged for Canadian 6 cent UPU Lelers Prepaid 5 cent”(Gold); 
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John McEntyre’s “The Postmaster-General Publicity Lelers Sent Abroad in Replacement FDCs” (Large 
Vermeil) and David Yaschyshyn’s “Ukrainian Themes on Canada Post Stamp Issues and Cancellations” 
(Large Silver). 

 
 

  
The ESG met on Sunday afternoon to hear a presentation by Bob Elias entitled “From Canada to 
Uncommon Destinations, 1952-1966”. Bob took us around the world philatelically from  
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 Canada’s 1985 – 1989 50c Parliamentary Booklets 
by Ingo Nessel 
 

 At Royal 2025 FILEX held in Montreal from April 25 to 26, 2025, Ingo Nessel, in a Philatelic Specialist Society of 
Canada presentation, shared his interest in the 1985 – 1989 50c Parliamentary Booklets. Ingo gave your editor access 
to his presentation so that a shortened version could be shared with the Elizabethan Study Group. 
 

The booklets from the Parliamentary series contained one 
pane of stamps which included one stamp with the current 
regular domestic letter rate and, depending on the issue, and 
up to 5 other stamps so that the total value of the booklet 
was 50c. The booklets were mainly distributed through 
mechanical stamp machines (Figure 1) which had no added 
costs or fees and were used by Canada Post from the 1970s 
to the 1990s. The booklets were also sold in some post offices 
and by the philatelic department of Canada Post.  

The series of booklets used 10 different cover designs 
(Figure 2) in four different colours (Figure 3). Add to that, 
the use of fluorescence or not; seven combinations of 
papermakers - Rolland; Harrison or Abitibi (Figure 4) and 
contents as well as counting marks on ever fiftieth booklet 
(Figure 5), the result is at least 840 varieties of booklet.  

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 - collection of Dave Bartlett 
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Figure 2 - Cover Designs 

   

   

   

 

 

 

 

Figure 3 - Cover Colours 

 
34c 

 
36c 

 
37c 

 
38c 

 

Figure 4 - Printer’s Marks - Rolland; Harrison; Abitibi 
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Figure 5 - Counting Marks 

 

 
 The 34c booklet (Figure 6) was issued on June 21, 1985. It consisted of 3 x 2c deep myrtle green; 2 x 5c 
dark brown; and 1 x34c deep slate blue. There are 46 varieties of tagging; tabs; fluorescence and pane 
combinations.  

  
Figure 6 – 34c booklet Figure 7 – 36c booklet 

 

 The 36c booklet (Figure 7) was issued on March 30, 1987. It consisted of 2 x 1c lime (sage) green; 2 x 6c 
henna brown; 1 x 36c dark lilac rose. There are 32 varieties of tagging; tabs; fluorescence, cover and pane 
combinations. 

The 37c booklet (Figure 8) was issued on February 3, 1988. It consisted of 1 x 1c lime (sage) green; 2 x 6c 
henna brown; 1 x 37c (dark) blue. There are 16 varieties of tagging; tabs; fluorescence, and pane 
combinations. 

  
Figure 8 – 37c booklet Figure 9 – 38c booklet 
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 The 38c booklet (Figure 9) was issued on January 18, 1989. It consisted of 3 x2c deep green; 1 x 6c purple 
and 1 x 38c (dark) blue. There are 8 varieties of tagging; tabs; fluorescence, and pane combinations. 

Two colour varieties were featured in the presentation – the difference in the 2c green between the 34c 
booklet and the 38c booklet (Figure 10) and the 6c red brown in the 36c and 37c booklets (Figure 11). 
 

  
Figure 10 – 34c booklet (left); 38c booklet (right) 

 

  
Figure 11 – booklet (left); 37c booklet (right) 

  

The major constant plate variety in the booklet stamps was identified and described by Kasimir Bileski. 
The “Storm over Parliament” has ink missing in horizontal sections above the Parliament Buildings in 
such a way that it resembles passing storm clouds.  

Figure 12 – 38c booklet 

  

  
 

 Other varieties described included other examples of missing ink; a misperforation (Figure 13) and a re-
entry (Figure 14).  
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Figure 13 – Misperforation 

 

Figure 14 – Re-Entry – courtesy of Arnie Janson 

 

  
  

The First Day Covers issue for the series were unremarkable.  

Figure 15 – FDCs 
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Figure 15 – FDCs 

  
 The single higher value stamps in each booklet were used for domestic first-class mail (Figure 16) but 
what is more interesting were the uses of the extra stamps. In some cases, the lower denomination booklet 
stamps were used to make up the first-class rate with the larger denominations (Figure 17). Examples of 
under-paid (Figure 19 and Figure 20) and over-paid (Figure 21) mail are shown where either the sender 
or the post office didn’t add correctly. The booklet stamps were also used on their own, or in combination 
with other frankings, for registration (Figure 22), or special delivery (Figure 23) fess or to make up the 
rate for a foreign destination (Figure 25).  
 

Figure 16 – Single Frankings – 34c; 36c; 37c; 38c 
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Figure 16 – Single Frankings – 34c; 36c; 37c; 38c 

 

 
   

 

Figure 17 – Low Value Franking – Lethbridge, NL to Aylmer, ON - 34c 
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Figure 18 – Se-Tenant Uses 

 

34c se-tenant with 2c = 36c 
Rate per 30 g Domestic Lettermail 

(1987.04.01 - 1988.01.01) 
April 14, 1987 

 

34c se-tenant with 5c = 39c  
Rate per 30g Lettermail to USA 

September 18, 1986 

 

 

 

 

Figure 19 – Underpaid - Caught 

 
75% 

5c x 2, 2c x 2 + 10c artifacts definitive = 
24c 

10c underpaid. 
October 6, 1985 Huron Park ON 
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Figure 19 – Underpaid - Caught 

 
60% 

5c x 3, 2c x 4 + 5c maple leaf definitive 
= 33c 

1c short paid 
charged double deficiency  

July 26, 1986 
 Montreal QC 

 

 

 

Figure 20 – Underpaid – Not Caught 

 
75% 

5c & 2c se-tenant = 7c, 
27c short paid March 3, 1987 

Bradford ON 

 
75% 

2c, 32c underpaid yet hand cancelled 
by roller 
undated 

Calgary AB 
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Figure 21 – Overpaid 

 
75% 

5c x 2, 2c x 10 and 5c maple leaf booklet 
definitive = 35c 

1c overpaid 
October 21, 1986  

Montreal QC 

 
75% 

6c x 3, 2c x 11 and 1c mammals definitive = 
41c, 

1c overpaid 
May 23, 1990 

Port Elgin ON 

      

Figure 22 – Registration 

 
50% 

Se-tenant 5c & 2c from 34c booklet, 
plus $3.07 other stamps = $3.14 

Rates: $2.70 registration fee + $0.44 
up to 30g letter to United States, 

1989 
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Figure 22 – Registration 

 
50% 

6c from 37c booklet, plus $3.79 other 
franking including meter = $3.85 

Rates: $2.70 registration fee + $1.15 
2nd step 50g letter to foreign 

destinations, 1988 

 

 
50% 

7 complete panes, 1 x 34c, 3 x 5c, 3 x 
2c = $4.05 

Rates 3rd step rate 90c (50-100 g) + 
$3.15 registration fee June 19, 1998 

Winnipeg MB  
(from Bileski) 

  

Figure 23 – Special Delivery 

 
50% 

4 x 6c from 36c booklet, + 36c + $2.37 
other = $2.97. 

Rates: $2.63 special delivery fee + 37c 
domestic letter rate 
February 29, 1988 

(should be $3.00 thus 3c underpaid) 
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Figure 23 – Special Delivery 

 
50% 

2c & 6c se-tenant from 38c booklet, + 
$3.69 franking = $3.77 

Rates: $2.63 special delivery fee + $1.14 
2nd step airmail to United Kingdom 

May 27, 1989.  

 

 

Figure 24 – Mixed Booklet Franking 

 
60% 

40c rate: 
2 x 5c + 3 x 2c ( 34c booklet) + 4 x 6c (37c 

booklet)  
January 18, 1991 
Morrisburg ON 

 
60% 

39c rate:  
5c from 34c booklet + 3 x 6c + 8 x 2c (38c 

booklet)  
date and origin unknown 
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Figure 25 – Destinations 

 
50% 

2 complete 34c panes + 5c maple leaf 
booklet stamp = $1.05 

 2nd step airmail rate (20-50 g)  
October 27, 1985  
Toronto - Austria 

 
50% 

6 x 1c + 5 x 6c (36c booklet) + 36c = 72c  
airmail rate 1987 

Vancouver, BC to Czechoslovakia 

 
60% 

1 complete 36c pane + 2 x 1c (37c 
booklet), se-tenant 2c & 6c (38c 

booklet) + a strip of 4 x 5c artifacts 
definitive = 80c  

airmail rate  
May 8, 1991  

Port Hardy BC to Greenland 
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Figure 25 – Destinations 

 
50% 

1 x 1c, 2 x 6c (37c booklet) + 37c and 
74c mammals definitive = $1.24 

airmail 1988  
Don Mills, ON to The Netherlands.  
Correct 2nd step rate was $1.15, thus 

9c overpaid for convenience. 

 
50% 

7 x 2c and 2 x 5c (34c booklet) + Louis 
Hébert commemorative = 78c  
overpaying 68c airmail rate 

November 29, 1985 
Calgary, AB to Poland 

 
50% 

36c (1987 booklet) complete pane of 
50c + 25c & 1c mammal definitives = 

76c 
airmail rate 

February 14, 1989 
Vancouver to Qatar 
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Figure 25 – Destinations 

 
50% 

2 x 37c (1988 booklet) stamps = 74c  
airmail rate  

August 11, 1988  
Toronto – Ivory Coast 

 
50% 

2 x 2c and 2 x 5c (34c booklet) + 
artifact issues = 68c  

airmail rate  
February 2, 1987  

Fredericton, NB to South Africa 

In conclusion, our presenter left with the following traceable mail data entry document. The $11.40 fee 
paid in Winnipeg on August 19, 1996, includes 18 full 34c booklet panes. 

 
Figure 26 - Traceable Mail Data Entry Document 
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The Parliament Booklet postage issue, which consists of engraved views of Canada’s parliament 
buildings, provides a wide scope of study of the stamps, booklet covers, and printings. The challenge of 
collecting postally used examples is high especially for the lower values, special services and foreign 
destinations. 

References 
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Dr. Earle Covert (June 21, 1938 - May 3, 2025) 
For the full obituary, visit https://cornerstonefuneralhome.com/obituaries/dr-earle-covert/ 

DR. EARLE LESLIE COVERT, passed away peacefully at the Chinook 
Regional Hospital in Lethbridge, on Saturday, May 3, 2025 at the age 
of 86 years. Born on June 21st 1938 in Ottawa, graduated Queens 
University in Kingston, Ontario in 1964 and moved immediately to the 
Northwest Territories, where he began serving the Lord as a doctor 
and leader in his church community. The legacy he leaves behind 
includes bringing hundreds of babies into this world, flying into 
remote communities to serve both the Lord and the medical field in 
any capacity he was able. 

His hobbies included genealogy research, bird watching, and stamp 
collecting, where he served in BNAPS from 1972 in various capacities 
as Secretary of the Society, and Member of the Board of Governors. He 
also eventually served as Chairman, and President of the organization 

for a time. He is also known internationally for publishing and editing various catalogs and collectors 
documents relating back to his joy of postal stationery (stamp collecting). 

Covert was a prolific exhibitor and writer in addition to his leadership roles in BNAPS. Below is a partial 
list of BNAPS-published books and BNA Topics articles by Covert.  

Books Published by BNAPS 

Byron Harmon Post Cards: Listings of Real Photoviews. 2022. 
Canadian Postal Stationery Using the Karsh and Wilding Photography of Queen Elizabeth II. Exhibit series 

#108. 2020.  
King George V Oval Die Postal Stationery Envelopes. Exhibit series #119. 2024.  
King George VI Postal Stationery 1938 to 1953. Exhibit series #111. 2021.  
Strike, Courier and Local Post of The Elizabethan Era, Second Edition 1992. 1992. 
The Cameo and Centennial Postal Stationery of Canada. Exhibit series #109. 2020.  
The Development of Canadian Armed Forces and Civilian Air Letters 1942 to 1996. Exhibit series #90. 2016. 
 

 BNA Topics Articles 

Emergency Change of Address and Safety Notification Postcards for Civil Defence Purposes in Time of 
War. Vol 68, #4, (Oct/Dec 2011), p. 61(6). 

https://cornerstonefuneralhome.com/obituaries/dr-earle-covert/
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Postal Pot-pourri: A variety of new forms, labels, permits and rate schedules are shown. Vol 56, #2, 
(Apr/Jun 1999), p. 65(5). 

Postal Pot-pourri: Canada Post 1998 Christmas card is illustrated; new registration service. Vol 56, #1, 
(Jan/Mar 1999), p. 65(7). 

Postal Pot-pourri: Canada Post is offering new packaging material; a cube-it wheel for postage. Vol 56, 
#4, (Oct/Dec 1999), p. 67(6). 

Postal Pot-pourri: Express envelopes including Xpresspost, Priority Courier, Expedited Parcel. Vol 55, 
#4, (Oct/Dec 1998), p. 68(6). 

Postal Pot-pourri: New computer system reported to speed service; new automated means. Vol 55, #3, 
(Jul/Sep 1998), p. 67(4). 

Postal Pot-pourri: New doings at the Post Office including information on XPRESS POST. Vol 56, #3, 
(Jul/Sep 1999), p. 63(7). 

Postal Pot-pourri: New service called Trace Mail explained. It includes registered, signature. Vol 55, #2, 
(Apr/Jun 1998), p. 60(7). 

Postal Pot-pourri: Spray errors and new machines; strange marks resulting from the strike. Vol 55, #1, 
(Jan/Feb 1998), p. 52(6). 

Postal Pot-pourri: The Post Card Factory and Canada Post produce new postpaid picture post. Vol 54, 
#4, (Oct/Dec 1997), p. 64(2). 

Postal Potpourri 10. Canada Post - Laurentian Bank deposit service. Vol 63, #3, (Jul/Sep 2006), p. 75(3). 
Postal Potpourri 11. Canada Post and Christmas. Vol 63, #4, (Oct/Dec 2006), p. 27(5). 
Postal Potpourri 12. Change of Address. Vol 64, #1, (Jan/Mar 2007), p. 45(6). 
Postal Potpourri 13. Pretzels and Money Exchange. Vol 64, #3, (Jul/Sep 2007), p. 66(2). 
Postal Potpourri 14. More Canada Post Christmas. Vol 64, #4, (Oct/Dec 2007), p. 20(4). 
Postal Potpourri 15. Bring Home your CPC Purchases. Vol 65, #2, (Apr/Jun 2008), p. 11(3). 
Postal Potpourri 16. Still more Post Office Christmas. Vol 65, #3, (Jul/Sep 2008), p. 5(6). 
Postal Potpourri 17. Money Orders, Border Free and FedEx. Vol 65, #4, (Oct/Dec 2008), p. 33(8). 
Postal Potpourri 18. Pitney Bowes Self-Serve Kiosk. Vol 66, #2, (Apr/Jun 2009), p. 47(9). 
Postal Potpourri 20. Even more Post Office Christmas! Vol 67, #4, (Oct/Dec 2010), p. 8(2). 
Postal Potpourri 21. New Postal Labels. Vol 69, #1, (Jan/Mar 2012), p. 26(5). 
Postal Potpourri 22. Post Office Handling of "Special Service" Mail Entering Canada. Vol 71, #1, (Jan/Mar 

2014), p. 68(3). 
Postal Potpourri 23. Two Different Methods of Collecting Taxes and Service Charges on Incoming Mail 

from the United States. Vol 74, #1, (Jan/Mar 2017), p. 15(4). 
Postal Potpourri 24: Illustrated Permits. Vol 77, #4, (Oct/Dec 2020), p. 5(6) 
Postal Potpourri. Vol 66, #4, (Oct/Dec 2009), p. 46(2). 
Prepaid Parcel Labels: New class of prepaid postage labels from the early 1990s raises questions. Vol 55, 

#4, (Oct/Dec 1998), p. 27(7). 
Priority Post Courier Mailers: Special mailers introduced for express delivery of mail. Vol 46, #3, 

(May/Jun 1989), p. 24(8). 
Quarantine and Decontaminated Mail from Canada to other Countries. Vol 71, #4, (Oct/Dec 2014), p. 

52(2). 
Readers Write: Illustrated Permit Indicia. Vol 71, #1, (Jan/Mar 2014), p. 6. 
Registered and Trace Mail II. Vol 61, #3, (Jul/Sep 2004), p. 6(15). 
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Registered and Trace Mail, I Last day for the registered box is July 3 1989 - new services introduced. Vol 
61, #2, (Apr/Jun 2004), p. 4(29). 

Second-generation Canadian Kiosk Stamps. Vol 70, #2, (Apr/Jun 2013), p. 7(9). 
Text of the Letter Sent to All Members of Parliament and Senators Protesting. Vol 42, #2, (Mar/Apr 1985), 

p. 7. 
The Postal Stationery Study Group: Canadian Envelope Stamp Sizes and Designs: Explanation for the 

size differences in the stamp impression on the 1922 to 1952 envelopes. Vol 38, #6, (Nov/Dec 
1981), p. 30(2)  

The Postal Stationery Study Group: Challenges in Canadian postal stationery collecting. Vol 39, #3, 
(May/Jun 1982), p. 36(2). 

The Postal Stationery Study Group: Watermarks on Victorian Postal Stationery. Vol 39, #1, (Jan/Feb 
1982), p. 16(2). 

 
 

 
 


