
POSTAL HISTORY AND USAGES OF 
THE CANADA POST CARD 

1871 – 1928 
 

This exhibit shows the evolution of the uses of the post card in Canada from its introduction in 1871 to 1928. This 
represents two periods, 1871 – 1878 and 1878 to 1928, the first the pre-Universal Postal Union (pre-UPU) period 
and the second the UPU period. While domestic usages were not governed directly by international agreements, 
they began early to affect the size, colour, and ratings of cards as well as regulation of auxiliary services such as 
registration and special delivery, also later broadening the definition of the post card from government-printed only 
to private post card.  
 
The exhibit is organized into two sections, pre UPU (1 frame) and UPU (7 frames);the UPU frames are organized 
by destination/continent and within each frame take a time-line approach, illustrating the development of rates, 
regulations for production, and auxiliary services by periods that conform approximately to the Victorian, 
Edwardian, and George V reigns for each. The exhibit stops at 1928 to coincide with the end of the first definitive 
series known as the Admiral issue and an approximate 50 years of UPU. The various rates are shown below. 
 
DESTINATION      PERIOD/RATE 
           
Domestic         1871   1c    1915  2c                 1928 
Newfoundland      1871        1c        1878  2c   
US and Preferred   1873 2c 1875     1c    1915  2c          
UK    1877         2c     
British Empire           1878    2c 
Germany         1877    2 ½ c    1878   2c          1921     6c      1925     4c 
UPU countries      2c         1921     6c      1925     4c 

ORGANIZATION OF THE EXHIBIT 
 
FRAME EMPHASIS  RATES/USAGES 
 
1  Pre-UPU 1871-1878 Domestic, including earliest used card, registration; Newfoundland 1c, 2c,  
     printed matter; US 2c, 1c, short-paid; Germany 2 ½ c rate card; UK printed  
     matter, letter rate, early 2c Empire card usage; France pre-UPU card use of  
     Empire card 
2  Domestic 1878-1928    Registration before and after required RLS period, special delivery, soldier’s 
     cards, internee and POW cards, ½c card usage  
3,4  UPU, Preferred To US, including special delivery and airmail cards; preferred rate for Central  
  to Americas  America and Caribbean, 2c 1878-1928:  UPU rates to South America; routing  
     via US: Caribbean, Mexico, Central & South  
     America; ship letter to Barbados; soldier’s letter to Peru; 
5,6  UPU, to Europe To UK, France, Germany; registered card to Austrian Empire; almost all  
     European empires/countries before and after WWI, Iceland, Crete, etc. 
7  UPU, to Africa,  Routings via Europe to British Empire, German East Africa,  British and  
     French Colonies, Congo Free State, Egypt, Ottoman Empire, Persia  
8  UPU, to Far East, Routing via Vancouver and US; early card to Japan; to Indochina, Shanghai,  
   Oceania China, Macao, India, Ceylon, Straits Settlements, Siam, Borneo, Oceania 

 Outstanding items are noted with a red dot  































 
 

































 

































 

































 

































 

































 

































 

































 


	postcardexhibitframe1.pdf
	postcardexhibitframe2.pdf
	postcardexhibitframe3.pdf
	postcardexhibitframe4.pdf
	postcardexhibitframe5.pdf
	postcardexhibitframe6.pdf
	postcardexhibitframe7.pdf
	postcardexhibitframe8.pdf



