Errors, Freaks and Oddities
on
Canada Post
Official First Day Covers



by
Andrew Chung



In 1971, the Canada
philatelic product cal
OFDCs competec

Post Office introduced a new
ed Official First Day Covers.

head on with established

cachet makers in Canada such as Rosecraft and
Cole Cover.

The errors, freaks and oddities are presented in
three parts: on the cachet, on the cancellation and
on the stamp or stamps.

Each slide depicts two covers. The one on the
left Is the normal and the one on the right is the
variety. Can you spot the difference?



On the cachet

Indians of the Plains

Graphic Symbolism and Dress Inscription (orange colour) of cachet
1972.10.04 missing
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On the cachet

Small Craft — Work Boats All colours of the cachet are
1990.03.15 missing

Day of Issue Jour d'émission

Canada Post Corporation Société canadienne des postes




On the cachet

Christmas - Paintings Printing of cachet (the angel)
1974.11.01 doubled

anada 6

il O
e Cana

aeee Canada 6
LA
n da :swmee:  Cana

'hit-‘h‘uj’\n)

A A
da 6




On the cachet

Christmas —
Celebrating Christmas
1973.11.07 Slash on snowman’s belly

Canada 6 Canada 8




Jacques Cartier
1984.04.20

The cachet is a reproduction of an original
engraving prepared by the British American
Bank Note Company in 1866. This engraving
has been used in the design of bank notes,
certificates of value, and the 1934
commemorative stamp issue for the four
hundredth anniversary of Cartier’s arrival

The vignette depicts Jacques Cartier directing
the first landing in New France (Canada). This
intrepid explorer set sail from Saint-Malo,
France, in April 1534, and landed three months
later at Gaspé, where he erected a large cross

and claimed the territory for the King of France.

On the cachet

La vignette que vous voyez estune
reproduction de la gravure originale qui a été
exécutée par la British American Bank Note
Company en 1866. Elle a figuré sur des billets de
banque, des certificats d’actions et d'épargnes
et, en 1934, sur le timbre commémorant le 400€
anniversaire de l'arrivée de Cartier en Amérique.
Cette vignette représente Cartier dirigeant le
premier débarquement en Nouvelle-France
(Canada). Cartier part de Saint-Malo, France, en
avril 1534 et trois mois plus tard, il débarque a
Gaspé ou il érige une croix et prend possession
du nouveau territoire au nom du roi de France.

Arc-shape scratch below the
English text

later at Gaspé, where he erected a large cross
and claimed the territory for the King of France.



On the cancellation

William Hamilton Merritt Day of issue site error noting
1974.11.29 ‘OTTAWA”

day of issue jour d'émission
Canada Postes
Post Office canadiennes

day of issue jour d'‘émission

3 Postes
- canadiennes

William Hamilton Merritt




On the cancellation

William Hamilton Merritt Dating error — Marconi cancellation
1974.11.29 of 15.X1.74

day of issue jour d'émission
Canada Postes
Post Office canadiennes

William Hamilton Merritt




On the cancellation

Centenary of Letter Carrier
Delivery Service

1974.06.11 Dating error of 7.VI.74

Day of Issue /Jour d’émission E o I : Day of Issue /Jour d’émission
@\ -




On the cancellation

1976 Olympic Games

Logo of the XXI Olympiad “OTTAWA ONTARIO CANADA” hub
1973.09.20 iInverted relative to the date




On the cancellation

Chr.lstmas - Missing one of two cancellations
Stained Glass Windows tying the inscription block to the
1976.11.03 cover
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On the cancellation

Art Canada: Homer Watson
2005.05.27 Missing cancellation




On the cancellation

Art Canada: Homer Watson Missing cancellation (left) appears
2005.05.27 on the reverse side (right)
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R D'EMISSION - POSTES CANADA

1855-1936

Few Canadians have heard of Homer
Ransford Watson. In his day, however,
Watson was one of the most prominent
artists in Canada. He was called the
"Canadian Constable" because his
paintings were compared so favourably
to the famous British artist John
Constable. Queen Victoria owned his
paintings, as did other leading figures

in Britain and Canada. Watson was a
strong supporter of Canadian art. He
helped to found the Canadian Art Club
in Toronto in order to promote the work
of Canadian artists.

Peu de Canadiens ont déja entendu
parler d’Homer Ransford Watson.

A son époque, pourtant, il était

I'un des peintres canadiens les plus
en vue. On le surnommait le
«Constable canadien » parce que son
style s'apparentait avantageusement
2 celui du célébre artiste britannique
John Constable. Toyt commpg d'autres
personnages de pre:
Grande-Bretagne et

la reine Victofla es tdiles
de Watson, A profméted 6D A
I'art canadien, ¢ dernier contfibua

A la fondation du Cahadiat Art Club,
4 Toronto, qui visait 4 faire connaitre
les ceuvres des artistes canadiens.




On the cancellation

Art Canada: Homer Watson Inverted cancellation at the left side
2005.05.27 of the cover




On the cancellation

CAPEX 78 Souvenir Sheet
1978.06.10

Cancellation doubled

Day of Issue Jour d'émission
Canada Post Office  Postes canadiennes

Day of Issue Jour d’émission
Canada Post Office  Postes canadiennes
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On the cancellation

The Maple in Four Seasons —

The Maple in Autumn Cancellation shifted to the left:
1971.09.03 stamp uncancelled

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE/JOUR D’EMISSION v PrEp— r ==
FIRST DAY OF ISSUE/ JOUR D’EMISSION




On the cancellation

Earth Sciences
1972.08.02 Small “2” in the cancellation




On the cancellation

William Hamilton Merritt
1974.11.29 Canal’s wall cracked

day of issue jour d'émission
Canada Postes
Post Office canadiennes

day of issue jour d'émission
Canada Postes
Post Office canadiennes

William Hamilton Merritt William Hamilton Merritt



On the cancellation

William Hamilton Merritt
1974.11.29 Canal’s wall cracked (right)




On the stamp

Indians of the Pacific Coast
Graphic Symbolism and Dress
1974.02.22 Missing top of totem pole

Canada8 Canada8 R . Canada8 Canada8




On the stamp

Art Canada: Homer Watson
2005.05.27 Cancellation only — stamp missing




On the stamp

Definitives — Streets
1978.07.06 Stamp (75-cent) missing




On the stamp

Definitives — Fruit Trees A single 69-cent and two single
1994.02.25 88-cent (the 50-cent is missing)

Canada
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Canada Post Corporation  Société canadienn
Canada Post Corporation  Société canadienne des postes M enne des postes




On the stamp

Folklore — Legendary Creatures
1990.10.01 Block inverted

Jour démission . AT v ~ Day of Issue Jour démission
Société canadienne des postes C)% AT - 2 Canada Post Corporation Société canadienne des postes

o) 90-10-01
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On the stamp

Canadian Broadcasting

olelfslelruilely Twin inscription blocks
1986.07.23 (This is a trick slide showing 2 identical covers!)
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