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ñThe Admirals after Marler ò

ÅThe title has a double meaning

o Discoveries made after Marlerôs 1982 book was published

o Follows the trail blazed by Marler, Reiche, and so many 

others
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This presentation is a revamp of one given to the Philatelic 
Specialists Society of Canada in 2008.  Most of the 
discoveries described here were made after 2008.

The presentation draws from articles in The Admiralôs Log, 
the newsletter of the BNAPS Admiral Study Group, 
presentations made at BNAPEX Admiral Study Group 
meetings, and material not yet published.

Ref: George C. Marler, The Admiral Issue of Canada, American Philatelic Society, 1982
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Admiral stamps

Å Production

o 22 designs issued
ÁIncludes colour changes

o 17 billion stamps printed

o Current for 17 years

o Over 700 plates prepared

o Precancelsgalore

o First regular coils
ÁSidewise and endwise 

format

ÁProduced from sheets

o First French booklets

o First semi-postals (War Tax)

Å Printing

o Rotary press used except for a few 
initial plates on flatbed press

o PO numbers punched on plates up to 
1915

o Straight-edge sheet stamps issued in 
Jan 1914

o Experiments with multiple subject 
dies and transfer rolls in 1915 and 
1925

o Lathework and pyramid lines, from 
late 1916 to Dec. 1924

o Migration from wet to dry printing 
between 1922 & 1926

o In 1923, began putting 3 plates on 
rotary press

o Began chrome plating plates in 1927
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Admiral postal history

Å 1911 ï 1¢ and 2¢ Admiral stamps issued in December

Å 1914-1918 ï World War I

Å 1915 - 1¢ War Tax imposed on 15 April

Å 1918 ï First postal strike

Å 1918 ï First authorized delivery of mail by air

Å 1921 ï Parcel post insurance replaces parcel registration

Å 1921 ï Use of postal meters approved.  First usage in 1923.

Å 1922 ï COD introduced

Å 1923 ï Philatelic Section established

Å 1923 ï Canadian Bank Note Co. established on 1 Jan.

o Subsidiary of American Bank Note Co.

Å 1926 ï War Tax removed on 1 July except for postcards and drop letters

Å 1928 ï Scroll issue appears.  Last Admiral stamps replaced in 1929.

o 3¢ carmine, perf 12 by 8, issued in 1931

Ref: Thomas A. Hillman and E.R. Toop, The Post Office in Canada: A chronology of Facts, 
Feats, and Firsts from the French Regime to 1981, second edition, BNAPS, 2006
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Plates
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Plates ï straddling two panes
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Courtesy Eastern Auctions Ltd., sale of 22 Oct. 2011, lots 1669 & 1670

Ref: Leopold Beaudet, ñUnique Imperforatesò, The Admiralôs Log, Vol. XIII, 
No. 1, Dec. 2013

ÅNo mention by Marler or Reiche

ÅOther 1¢ & 2¢ pieces straddling two panes

o H. R. Harmer sale, 1-2 Nov. 1954, ex Alfred F. Lichtenstein

o Eastern Auctions sale, 19 Aug. 1995, ex Abe Charkow
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Plates ï 3¢ brown

ÅMarler, p. 504: 

o ñThe existence of plate blocks or strips from Plate 92 has not 

been reported in the philatelic pressò

Robert A. Lee Auctions, Sale 110, 26 June 2004, lot 2223 (ex Goodhelpsen)

Ref: Leopold Beaudet, ñ3Â Brown Plate 92ò, The Admiralôs Log, Vol. IX, No. 1, Apr. 2005
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Plates ï5¢ violet

Plates 
1 ï 14

Plates 
15 ï 22

Plates 
23 ï 25

Wet ptg

No lathework

Wet ptg

Lathe D, D inv

Dry ptg

No lathe

ÅMarler and Reichestate:

o Plates 1-14 used only for 5¢ blue

o Plates 15-23 used only for 5¢ violet

ÅPlates 15-22 have lathework

ÅPlates 23-25 used for dry printing 

o No plate imprint at bottom

Å5¢ violet block must be from 
plates 9-14

Ref: Leopold Beaudet, ñ5Â Violet Plate Tectonicsò, The Admiralôs Log, 

Vol. VIII, No. 1, June 2004



The Admirals after Marler

Copyright © 2019 Leopold Beaudet

11

Plates ï 3¢ carmine & 1¢ War Tax

ÅOther plates reported after Marlerôs

book was published

o 3¢ carmine, plates 118-120

ÁJephcott collection (MareschSale 239-243, 
19-21 June 1990)

ÁCommon on 3¢ brown

ÁScarce on 3¢ carmine

o 1¢ War Tax, plates 9 and 10

ÁHandful of blocks known
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ÅMarler was meticulous with 
plate imprint variations and 
other marginal markings

o Never mentioned the dot that 
appears above some plate nos

ÅHans Reichedescribes the dot 
on the 8¢ in his 1965 and 1971 
Admiral books

Plates ï with dots

Middle block courtesy Eastern Auctions Ltd.

Top block ïUR pane
Middle block ïUL pane
Bottom block ïUL pane with dot above ñ1ò
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ÅAll 3 8¢ plates come with a dot above the plate 

number on the UL pane

Plates ï 8¢ plates with dots

Plate 3 block courtesy Sparks Auctions
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Plates ï 4¢ & 20¢ plates with dots

Å4¢

o Plates 6, 7 ï  UL pane

Å10¢ bistre brown

o Plate 23 ï UL pane 

o Plate 24 ï UR pane

o Plate 25 ï both panes

14
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Plates ï 20¢ & 50¢ plates with dots

Å20¢

o Plates 6, 7, 9 ï UL pane

o Plate 8 not used

Å50¢

o Plate 4 ï UL pane

1550¢ strip of four courtesy Eastern Auctions Ltd.
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Plates ï why the dots?

ÅDots occur on the last plates made for each stamp

o Appear sometime AFTER initial plate use

ÅChromium plating began in 1927

o Dots linked to chromium plating?

ÅHow about other Admiral stamps current in 1927?

o No dots found on 1¢ yellow, 2¢ green, 5¢ violet

ÁThere were printings after chromium plating introduced

o No dots found on 3¢ carmine, 7¢ red brown, $1.00

ÁProbably no printings after chromium plating introduced

16
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Plates ï 1¢ green, imprint in lathework
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ÅEastern Auctions lot description ï ñThere is a printing 

order ó901Jô under lathework of the second stampò

Two ñproblemsò:
Å Previously unknown variety
ÅNo plate imprint has PO ñ901Jò

Courtesy Eastern Auctions Ltd.

John Smallman collection, Sale 23 Feb. 2018, lot 251 ($891)
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Plates ï 1¢ green, imprint in lathework
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ÅFound on plate 141

o On plate proof at Library & Archives Canada

o First 1¢ green plate with lathework

o Plate imprint and PO no in lathework on both lower panes

PO in normal imprints: 901H
PO in lathework: 901J
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Lathework
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Type A Type B Type B inv

Type C Type C inv Type D invType D

Courtesy Saskatoon Stamp Centre
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Lathework ï difference between D & D1

ÅMarler: type D1 = type D with line above and below

Å In fact, D and D1 come from a lathework design wider than either type

o D and D1 consist of two partially overlapping bands from the wider design

Å D1 only on plates 175 and 176 of the 1¢ yellow

Å D1 inverted only on plate 166 of the 2¢ green

Unique to D1

Unique to D

Common to D & D1

Type D1 [from Marler, p. 57]

Type D
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Lathework ï 1¢ yellow, type B

ÅLathework on 1¢ yellow sheet 

stamps

o Type C, D, D inverted, and D1 listed

o Type B unknown!

ÅLL corner of LR pane

o Guide arrow + straight edge

ÅWhere did this stamp come from?

1. Error in Marlerôs lathework listing?

2. Coil plate 11 / 12 (type B lathework)?

3. 1¢ green plate with type B lathework?

21

Courtesy Eastern Auctions Ltd.

John Smallman collection, Sale 23 Feb. 2018, lot 73 ($6,350 with 15% buyerôs premium)
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Lathework ï 1¢ yellow, type B ï source

ÅError in Marlerôs lathework 

listing?

o No

o There are no 1¢ yellow sheet 

plates with type B lathework

ÅCoil plate 11 or 12 (both have 

type B lathework)?

o No

o Lathework on coil plates 11 & 12 

shifted to the right and 0.6 mm 

lower

22

Part-perf coil

11LR10/1
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Lathework ï 1¢ yellow, type B ï source

ÅExamined proofs of all 1¢ green 

plates with type B lathework

o 26 plates (141 ï 166)

ÅMeasured relative position of

o Stamp design, lathework, and 

guide arrow

ÅOne plate matched the stamp

o Plate 150

23

Why plate 150?
1¢ green plates: 1 to 170

1Â yellow plates: 169 to 199 é and 150
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Lathework ï 1¢ yellow, type B ï provenance

ÅListed in Unitrade catalogue from 1999 to 2006

o Restored in 2019 edition

ÅWet or dry?

o 1999 Unitrade listing said ñdryò

o Stan Lum correctly said ñwetò 24

ñDoug Riendeau found a 1¢ [yellow] Admiral with Type 
B lathework in a ósight unseenô lot he bought at auction.
...
ñThis newly found lathework is listed in the 1999 

[Unitrade Canada] Specialized Catalogue as ó1Â yellow, 
dry printing B, 40%ô with the notation that one example 
of Type B has been seen by the editors.ò

The Yellow Peril (aka Stan Lum), ñA Sweetheart in Every Port Part 7 - 
Lathework, New Findsò, Maple Leaves, Vol. 26, No. 2, Apr. 1999.

(Illustration in Maple Leaves)
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Lathework ï 1¢ yellow imperf , type B

ÅMarler states 1¢ yellow imperf exists with:

o Type D1 lathework

ÁFrom plates 175-176

o Type D lathework

ÁFrom plates 179-180

ÅActually type B lathework, not D1

o Which plate?

Á1¢ yellow coil plates 11-12 have type B latheworké

ÁBut imperf stamps come from plate 150

ÁSame plate as John Smallmanôsperforated stamp 

Imperf pair courtesy Ian Kimmerly Stamps

Part-perf block courtesy Eastern Auctions Ltd.

Imperf, type B
Plate 150

Part-perf coil, type B
Coil plate 11
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Lathework ï 3¢ brown, type E

ÅType E or ñspecialò lathework exists only on 
plate 77 of the 3¢ brown

ÅPieces from the upper panes showing the 

plate inscription are known but scarce

ÅMid 2004 ïfirst example of the lathework 

reported

o R. F. (Hank) Narbonne, Greenwood Stamp Co. [BNA 

Topics, July-Sept. 2004]

ÅPostmark: Chesterville, ON, 23 August 1920

ÅPlate 77 engraved on 31 March 1920 and 

approved on 6 April 1920

Courtesy Glen Lundeen

Ref: Leopold Beaudet, ñScarce and Unusual Latheworkò, The Admiralôs Log, 
Vol. IX, No. 1, Apr. 2005
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Pyramid lines

27Courtesy Glen Lundeen, Eastern Auctions Ltd.
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Pyramid lines ï the stamp that couldnôt be

ÅNo 2¢ green plate proof has pyramid lines in the right 

margin!

ÅPyramid lines must have been added to plate after 

plate proofs were printed

o Which plate(s)?

28

Single ex Stan Lum

Block of four courtesy Glen Lundeen

Only examples 
known
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Pyramid lines ï timeline
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ÅLikely 2¢ plates: 171-174

o 3¢ brown plates 110-111 first with pyramid lines

o 3¢ carmine plates 116-117 first with lines in left margin

o 2¢ green plates 175-181 lines in left margin

Value Plate Engraved Pyramid left Pyramid right

3¢ brown 110-111 3 Feb. 1922 X

2¢ green 171-172 26 June 1922

2¢ green 173-174 25 July 1922

3¢ carmine 115 25 Oct 1922 X

3¢ carmine 116-117 3 Nov. 1922 X

2¢ green 175-176 29 Nov. 1922 X

2¢ green 179-181 23 May 1923 X

2¢ green 177-178 7 July 1923 X

Adapted from Marler, table on p. 60
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Pyramid lines ï 2¢ green, lines at right
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ÅStamps are Marler design type R(2)6

o Plates 171-172 are type R(2)5

o Plates 173-174 are type R(2)6

ÅBased on plating features on plate 

proofs at Library and Archives Canada:

o Block of four is from plate 174, LR pane

o Single is from plate 173, UR pane

Value Plate Engraved Pyramid left Pyramid right

2¢ green 171-172 26 June 1922

2¢ green 173-174 25 July 1922

Single ex Stan Lum

Block of four courtesy Glen Lundeen
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Booklets

31
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Booklet ï French cover, 3 ¢ brown stamp

Å Brown cover

ÅArms engraved in ñdark brownò
Å Binding tape

Å Issued early 1922

Å Only known copy

o Ex Rodgers, Jarrett, Siverts, Bayes

ÅMarler unaware this printing existed

Booklet on left courtesy H. R. Harmer, Sale 22 May 2008

Å Brown cover

ÅArms engraved in ñgreenish blackò
Å Binding tape

Å Issued 1922 or 1923

ÅMarler describes this printing
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Re-entries & retouches
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5¢ blue courtesy Ian Kimmerly Stamps

7¢ bistre courtesy Sparks Auctions
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Re-entry ï1¢ green coil 12LR35

ÅMarler reported that sheet stamps 

were used to produce coils

ÅIn the 1980s, Warren Bosch found 

the most famous Admiral re-entry 

on a 1¢ green perf 8 sidewise coil

o 12LR35 (plate 12, LR pane, stamp 35)

o Only copy known

Courtesy Bill Burden
Ref: Warren Bosch, ñRe-entry Reminiscencesò, The Admiralôs Log, Vol. XI, No. 1, Jan. 2008
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Ex Ed Beaubien

Courtesy Randall W. Van 

Someren

Re-entry ï1¢ green 24UR6 many marks

35

Marler on 24UR6: ñDoubling in the upper left of the crown and the top of the 

vertical line, with marks in CANADA, P, and E and in ONE CENTò

Ref: Randall W. Van Someren, ñAn Extraordinary Re-entry on the 1Â Greenò, The Admiralôs Log, 
Vol. XIV, No. 1, June 2018
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Re-entry ï1¢ green 24UR6 re -entry + mat

36


