


Douglas, the comptroller of customs at
Charlottetown, but through the Customs Officer

at Halifax. Prepayment was 2/2’ (2s 2d Stg): 1s
2d, the rate for 600-700 miles (Edinburgh to
Falmouth was 666 miles) and 1s the Packet fee
from Falmouth to North America (37 Geo. III,
Cap. 18, effective 5™ January 1797).

The letter was carried from Falmouth by the
Packet ‘Princess Hobart’ (‘Handbook on
Transatlantic Mail’, JC Arnell (Editor)): ‘Princess
Hobart’ left Falmouth on 18" March 1800 and
made Halifax on 29" April 1800.

The letter arrived in Nova Scotia on 29® April
1800 and was marked in transit with the 2-line
‘HALIFAX APR 29 1800’ handstamp, in black. It

was either delivered to/collected by the Halifax
Custom House and then returned to the post.

Additional charges were raised in North
America: ‘42" and 2'2’ (pence, Cy). It is these
charges that are difficult to explain as 4%2d Cy is
too low a charge for the land journey from
Halifax to Pictou, although this cannot be ruled
out. The 2%2d charge, possibly a ship charge, is in
a different hand to the first.
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ROUTES, RATES AND DATES

I have often maintained that the Newsletter is a
good place to speculate and seek advice before
committing to a more carefully prepared work. I
am about to test my theory! One thing about
which all previous writers have agreed is that
there is a dearth of factual information about the
PEI Post Office. There is also very little material
available for study, although that has improved
recently with the appearance of the ‘Douglas’
correspondence.

I have tried to gather together what has been
published and link the information to known
sources. I will also consider it alongside the
known letters to the island.

Rates established by law:
The legal rates for the North American Colonies

had originally been established in the reign of
Queen Anne and were reaffirmedin 1765, under



5 Geo. III, Cap. 25, 10th October 1765 (the rates
are in Stg and I have added Cy equivalents; it
should be noted that these varied slightly from
time to time):

Inland: .

0-60 miles: 4d Stg/4'z Cy
61-100 miles: 6d Stg/7d Cy
101-200 miles: 8d Stg/9d Cy
Between two ports in North

America: 4d Stg/4%2d Cy
Ship letter fees:

Outbound: 1d Stg/Cy
Incoming: 2d Stg2%2d Cy

Plus inland rates (if any).

The Packet rates from the UK are listed at
TANEWS #64, page 10.

These rates remained the legal basis for the
Maritime Provinces until 1851 when the Colonies
began to assume control of their postal affairs.
However, the rates were not consistently applied
and John Howe Senior, Deputy Postmaster
General at Halifax, stated that he was aware of
no official rates when he assumed his office.

Jephcott, Greene and Young (JGY) quote a
letter from him dated 4® April 1817 to Francis
Freeling, Secretary of the General Post Office,
London (Post Office Archives, 239B/27* June
1817):

‘... when you enquire of me the exact Rates of the
Internal Postage, and under what authorities these
Rates are generally regulated - I am at a loss to
answer you. -The only Paper I could ever find in
the office on the subject I now inclose you. -It is in
the handwriting of Mr. Peters, who was PostMaster
here many years ago;, and in whose time the
present Rates of Postage were principally settled. In
adjusting any new Route I have merely
proportioned it as near as I could to the postage
required from any old office at a similar distance.
But I have long been of the opinion that these rates
bear no proportion to each other.’

So, while noting the official rates, the actual rate
may as well be determined by recording the
surviving examples. All known variants are listed
in the table which follows (pages 7/8). John
Howe Senior and his son who succeeded him
continued to set their own rates; JGY provide
some further details in various tables. These
tables appear to be the best-authenticatedof the
accounts and may provide the source for some
other references published later.
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Table II (page 316), 1800-1835:

Halifax to Pictou: 7d Cy
Halifax to PEI, vid Pictou: 9d Cy
... and, rather unhelpfully:

Table III (page 316), 1818-1835: |

Pictou to Halifax: 9d Cy

Table IV A (page 317), 1835 - 4 January 1843:

Halifax to PEI (unpaid) 8d Cy
Halifax to Pictou (paid or unpaid) 7d Cy
Halifax to Amherst (paid): 7d Cy
Halifax to Amherst (unpaid): 9d Cy
Pictou to PEI (paid or unpaid): 4%d Cy

(a footnote states that the rate was 1s in winter).

Amberst (formerly Cumberland) and Pictou are
included as they appear to be the main routes to
PEI at these times. The rates may have been
complicated (for instance, a letter carried by an
unusual route) by the practice which had unpaid
letters being rated from post town to post town
(page 228) and by the 2d fee allowed way office
keepers.

At page 228, JGY states:

‘Prior to 1842, the postage charged on single letters
between Halifax and Charlottetown was 8 pence.
On January 5% 1843 the postage on such letters
was increased to 11%: pence in winter and 9 pence
in summer.’

Fortunately, for the purpose of the trans-Atlantic
mails, this can be ignored, for the Colonial
portion of the postage was by this time wrapped
up (after 1840) into the uniform 1s 2d through
rate between the United Kingdom and PEI.

There is little information to be gleaned about
rates prior to 1817, but the other sources give
some confirmation of the rates from Halifax to
PE], for instance, Robson Lowe has (page 360):

‘In Currency, 1800-1835:

Halifax to Pictou: 7d
Halifax to PEI via Pictou: 9d
In Currency, 1818-1835:

Pictou to Halifax: 9d

Prior to 1842, a single letter from Halifax to
Charlottetown cost 8d. Legal rates came into force
based on mileage on 5" January 1843 and these
remained until 6* July 1851. The rate from Halifax
to Charlottetown was then increased to 11%d in
winter viéa Amherst and 9d in summer via Pictou.’



To return to JGY. Table IV B (page 321, 1835 - 4™ January 1843 adds the following information:

From Halifax to Prince Edward Island From Halifax to Prince Edward Island
during the summer via Pictou during the winter vid Amherst
5d 5d Truro
62 Truro 65
7d 4d Pictou 9d 5d Ambherst
102 40 141%2 76Y2
8d 4%d - Prince Edward 8d - = Charlottetown
158 90 50 Island 211%2 146%2 70
ROUTES

The early routes from Halifax to Charlottetown
are open still to some speculation, but while
speculating it is worth bearing in mind that many
of the known letters passed through the hands of
third parties, variously merchants in Halifax, or
Joshua Newton at the Halifax Custom House.
These ‘agents’ could be expected to be
particularly well informed of coastal shipping and
may have directed letters by seemingly obscure
routes; a few letters may have been carried
privately to Charlottetown, thus avoiding further
postal charges. The options appear to have been:

1. Across Nova Scotia to Pictou or Amherst and
then by boat to Charlottetown (Tatamagoucheis
also mentioned as an early transit point).

2. Direct by boat to Charlottetown.

3. By boat via some intermediate port, perhaps
Pictou or Sydney.

It would be nice to be able to make assertions
about the routes, but it is just not possible.

Indeed, it is necessary to make an assumption:
that no private carriers raising independent
charges were involved.

Distances: Halifax to Pictou overland was 102
miles, in the table of distances and rates
published by the Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick Post Offices 1835-1843. Pictou to
Prince Edward Island is shown as 50 miles. The
winter route was longer: Halifax to Amherst was
141" miles and Ambherst to Charlottetown, 70.

Whether there is any significance in the lack of
consistency in these tables is also open to
speculation. For instance, the summer route is
shown to PEI, the winter (for which no examples
of trans-Atlantic mail are yet recorded, please
check your collections!) is shown to
Charlottetown. If this was deliberate, it could
account for additional charges raised in PEI ...
but this is, again, pure speculation. Effective 5*
January 1843 the distance from Halifax to Prince
Edward Island is given as 145 miles in summer
and 210 miles in winter.

CURRENCY

JGY, at Table X (page 340) give Sterling/
Currency conversions ‘According to Post Office
Regulations’, but these may not tell the whole
story. Amongst them are (until 1851):

1d Stg: 1d Cy
2d Stg: 2%d Cy
4d Stg: 4%2d Cy
6d Stg: 7d Cy
8d Stg: 9d Cy

Is Stg 1s 1%2d Cy

This is not entirely consistent with Charles de
Volpi’s work on currency fluctuations, which
suggests a much less stable situation in North
America. Further, there is no explanation for
quoting the 8d rate between Halifax and
Charlottetown occasionally quoted. If Currency,
this would have represented a 7d Sterling rate,
which could have only have occurred by some for
of aggregation. If Sterling, it casts some doubt on
other rates given. These problems are unlikely to
be clarified!



ROUTES TO PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

Serial Dates Route Source/Remarks

@ ®) © o

1, 1775 Winter: Wood island-Pictou J.C.Lehr.

2. 1790’s Summer: Charlottetown-Pictou Jephceott, Greene & Young.
Winter: Cape Travers-Cape Tormentine Believed to be infrequent.

3. 1801 Charlottetown-Pictou J.C.Lehr. Packet service assumed

to be short-lived.
4. 1816 Charlottetown-Pictou J.C.Lehr. Packet service.
5. 1832 Charlottetown-Pictou Jephcott, Greene & Young. Packet
service; believed to be short-lived.

6. 1836 PEI (1842 Bedeque)-Baye Verte, New Brunswick Jephcott, Greene & Young.

A 1840’s Summer: Georgetown, Belfast and Wood Island-Pictou J.C.Lehr. Packet service.
Winter: Cape Traverse-Amherst vid Cape Tormentine

8. 1840’s on | Occasionally Bedeque to Shediac J.C.Lehr.

9. 1847 Charlottetown-Shediac Jephcott, Greene & Young.

10. 1849 Charlottetown-Pictou Jephcott, Greene & Young.

11 1854 Charlottetown-Pictou and Charlottetown-Summerside-Shediac | Jephcott, Greene & Young.

12. 1855 Above plus Charlottetown-Richibucto, New Brunswick J.C.Lehr.

13. 1859 Summer: PEI-Pictou and Shediac J.C.Lehr.
Winter: Cape Travers-Cape Tormentine

14. 1860 Steamship connection with railway from St. John, New Jephcott, Greene & Young.
Brunswick at Shediac

15. 1864 Steamship service Charlottetown, Shediac and Miramichi Jephcott, Greene & Young.

16. 1864 Steamship service Charlottetown, Halifax and Boston. Jephcott, Greene & Young.

The cover below, courtesy of Ron Saint, was
prepaid 8d Cy at Charlottetown, taken across the
Northumberland Strait presumably to Pictou,
thence overland to Halifax.

London.

The Falmouth Packet ‘Manchester’ carried it to
England where it was charged 2s 2d Stg, the
Packet rate between North America and
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Figure 2: Charlottetown to London, 1* May 1820.



ROUTES TO PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

Figure 3: Eighteenth Century options between Halifax and Charlottetown.
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Figure 4: Later options between Halifax and Charlottetown.
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1849 REDUCTION IN POSTAGE
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Figure 5: Georgetown, PEI to Edinburgh, Scotland, 22* July 1850.

Allan Griffiths has provided the illustration at
Figure 5, a double rate letter posted in the year
after the postage between the United Kingdom
and PEI was reduced to a shilling, if vid Halifax.
Paid two shillings at George-Town (and I believe
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the only recorded example of this handstamp), it
was carried by the Cunard Line ‘America’ to
Liverpool. First addressed to Rugby, it was
redirected and charged a further twopence as a
double letter to Edinburgh.



LATER COVERS

The two cover which follow illustrate the period
shortly after the reduction in the postage rate
between the United Kingdom and PEI to
threepence Sterling, fourpence halfpenny
Currency. The first (ex Carr collection, present
whereabouts unknown) has been franked by two
twopence stamps and a bisected penny to make
up the fourpence halfpenny Currency rate.

The second, provided by Martyn Cusworth,
shows the specially designed stamp used only
from June 1870 to February 1872. Both were
carried out through Halifax, Nova Scotia, the
first by the Inman Line ‘City of Baltimore’, the
second by the Allan Line ‘Hibernian’. Other
examples of mail carried to and from PEI would
be gratefully received.
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Figure 6: PEI to County Tyrone, 14" December 1870.
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Figure 7: Charlottetown, PEI to Edinburgh, Scotland, January 1872.



THE INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY

I am grateful to Mike Salmon (a collector of follow. Although a little later than the period
Prince Edward Island who has recently joined covered, it gives a valuable insight into the
the Study Group) for the extracts from the routes and methods of communication and a
Intercolonial Railway 1907 publication which touch of the ‘life and times’.

‘it traverses the most va. [ i

‘Each. Ye&t ‘the ‘advantages of thul route “‘are

the volume of travel in' increasing, until’.the ‘coun
to f the’

Stl.rtmg ‘from. Montml, the Int.emolom ses the
‘through the beautiful try east
fakda (aa Shartest

ous_country ‘ye
:‘Ancient Ca 1t.aL

_colonial runs through th
- beautiful capital of

Figure 8: Introductory pages on Intercolonial Railway.
(Courtesy Mike Salmon)
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THE INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY

encing. tApril ‘8t%. /Bteamers ‘of this line. ‘will ‘leave 7Bt Jokin on'
g"umﬂutm;i Friday at 6380 » m, B,etnminz leaves likmtonv Mondﬂy and ~
T3day gt : r et X

‘Plant Steamship Line ; advise se’commencing - May lst. Swa.mer leavea
rH:be ‘Wednesday at‘midnight for Bouwn. i turm.nc Iea.ve Boston for B’alifu.r

at noon.

ruce h"elNorﬂ! Sydney 'I‘nmdu Thursdu and Snt\udu on arrival of
Train - the wast connecting at Port sux Basques with the Reld -
Sm . Returning, 8. 8. * Bmca " leaves Port: anx

, Tnesdsy and’ Thursday ‘tsp. ;
ddlnlnlmnontllexprm QLJohn’nmdPortmx

thanur—loa m.ﬂm between N Sydney md
" Port aux Basques.

s h-om Newtaundh.nd !or)(ontrml and wesbem Doinu -honld
0." 20" which mskas oonnoction nt 'l‘ruxo wlth Chnsdl'l anon:

UFAX N S—-B B: Du.ﬂerl.n leaven Thnradus lo.ou . m, £ Bherbrooke
md Inurmodhh Portarehuninl Tueadu p T

Pl quuelon” ]eaves Halifax for St Pien-e and qunelon every.:
ternste Monday dating from Nove.mber 18th. calling at North Sydney. C.B.

Mmm—et" wﬂl leave Cook’s wharf every Friday night at 10 o clock
:onrdssheet. Harbor, mmnz at Jeddore Owl's Head Slnp Hn.rbor Tnnzler
pTY. ay. .

" Kathinkn " luvea month]y for Bn.nﬁnxo and Jsmnlcs < ;
"AUantig” will sail for Bndzewater direct on Satnrday Apriléth at 7 a.m.

regularly thereafter on ednsdxys and Ssburdays. The sunmer calls
Have and Conquernll Bmk.

&

T Senhc ”. leaves every Mondu a.t 6.00 D. m. ‘for Lnnenbm Hvemooh
-Lockeport, Shelburne, Baninztnn. ‘Yarmouth.

B..ﬂ 4 Mahone % wi]] mke weekly ’mp ‘to Mnhone Bu. and Oheater, c;llinz

Plckfon‘] & Bhok’l lheamm wlll lﬂvv every twelve days for Bermuds, West
Ind!u. nd Demerara. (Bee daily papers: or exact date.)

s.s Befa wm lnve on the wth of every monu: for Bermnds. Turk’s Inlnnd
S:‘ntheo Ja.malen.

sto mu e.hamh of every manth for Bantiazo ¥ Jamaleal Tt 7 :
B B. Lsupu saﬂu t.he mh ol every mont.h !or Santiago nnd Jamaica, J
,B. E {1} Brldzownwr" will leave Campbell’s whart every Wednesday at 10 p.m.
for Port. Hilford, Port Bekerton, Isaac’s Hubor, Goldboro, Whiteheud
Canso, Qneensport and Guysboro. .. - :
3.8, "Ducren " will“gail from Plant Whuf every ’I‘hnrsday n.t 10.00 p. m, for

n!
-Sherbrooke, calling “at Port. Duﬂenn. Moser B.lver. Ecum~ Ee(.um Mme 3
Joseph, Liscomb andSonora.. f5 . et

8.8 F.L M. Paint” ﬁu Yeavdally’ oot pas 'u) for Port Hawkeshury
~-and Port Hastings. md connecting from the abova portu with -ll Tegula

s anc: EDWARD ISLAND.

‘When navlgauon npcns steamer Emnress wm ]ea.ve Point du Chene “daily.
except Sunday for Summerside after arrival of train leaving St. John lt 11 6
Moncton 14.45. : ¥

QUEBEC nuE.-—Ferr: ateamers (after 25th November) every 80 m[nutea between
Qnebee‘aud Levis up to 6.00 p. m., after that hourspecial tripse—From Quehee

7.00 p. m., /9.00 p.)m., 11.80 p. m. From Levis 7.80 p. m., 8.30 p. m.; and 10id=
: nlthl]; Sunday every hour nnt.il 1.60 p. o., and nfter that every half-hour,
until 6.00 p. m.

JOHN. N. B. —Pio)dord & Blsck’x steamnh! wﬂ] leave lortnizhtly com-

.- mencing Noyember 14th, for Bermuda, 8t. ania. Barbados,. Trinidad and
“stop -every: ‘four :weeks n.t. St, Klt,t.s. ‘Antigua, ;. MonLuemt St. Vinoant.
Gtenudn Tobago ;

75 S Beaver” will lea.ve alternate 'I'hnrsdays lor A.!bert. Wstersxde. niveraide
Harva Bank, Hillsboro and Hopewell Cape. Y

S B "Anrom” of tke Grand Manan Steumhip’s Co. 'aLlne. will leave Wednes-
‘day at 7.80 a. m. for Grand Manan, vis Eastport and Campobello.
will leave Grand Manan every Monday at B.‘;O a. m. for Bt. John via Eutnort
:"and Campobello,’ ;' . o e v

\ Dixtance—st. John and Grand Mannn. 55 mﬂu. ’ 5

. 8.8, "Benhc" will leave Thursdays at 6.00 p. m for Ynmouth;nd Souu.\ Shore
8.8, “ Brungwick” will leave Tueaday cvenlnz (aecordlnz to tide) for Bm
.. “River, Maitland, Cannin:. nd Parraboro

"Dominion Atlantic S. S “Prince Rupert” lmves SL John Monday, Wednesdly
. and Saturday at 7.46 a. m. for Dlgby arrives M,Sb. Jobn atbp. m. °

; _EUROPEAN STEAMSHIP SAILINGQ.

! FURNESS LINE.

Fon Lom)ou ENG- From HavLirax For sznrooz.'Euo. FroM HALIFAX

8. S "Ku\mvhn," ., 8,8, Ulunda” .May 21
; “‘Annapoli June 4
“Dahome” June 18

“Ulunda"... 3 . 4

EUROPEAN MAILSERVICE. A f

', -A specia] nassenger amd mail train leaves Montreal at 19 46 every Fnd:y for
North Bydney where connection ismade thh theout,wmﬂ bound mail ste&mers

Enropean mm.l Steamers m\\ard ind outward bound will nnul the season of

* navigation through the Btraits of Belle Isle is open, leave off and take on the

' ‘mail at North Syduney, and after the arrlvn.l of the mwa.rd bound mail sten.mer
S specml train will be run to Montren.l ) B

Figure 9: Steamer connections to Newfoundland and Prince Edward Island.
(Courtesy Mike Salmon)

Comments, further inputs (especially photocopies) and contradictions, please, to:

Malcolm B Montgomery
76 Glen Eyre Road
Southampton SO16 3ANL ENGLAND

Telephone 44

(0)1703 768222

E-mail: malcolmmontgomery@compuserve.com
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