


THE FIRST REGULATION - DECEMBER 1840
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ON and after the Gth January next a System of Registration will be adopted, which will
be applicable to all descriptions of Letters without distinction, whether they contain Coin or Arlicles
of Value or not.

The Fee for Registration will be One Shilling, which, together with the Postage, must be
paid in advance.

Letters presented for the purpose of Registration, bearing a sufficient number of Stamps,
will be consxdcred p'nd Letlcrs but thc Ptfrulrahrm Fee of One Shilling must aIway: be paid in
]’[oney : i ;

In the case of Forcmn Colom.ﬂ or Slup Leucrﬂ, it must be clearly undcr=tood that Regis-
- tration cannot extend beyond the Port of de<patch in the United Kingdom, though Parties, if they
* wish it, may register such Letters as far as the’ Port of despatch.. Letters, however, addressed to
" France, and Letters passm" throu"h Francc, are excepuons to this rule, the French Post Oflice
undertaking to provide for their secunty till they shall- have been’ delivered, -if addressed to France
and so long as they remain in the French Ter gfpas.mw throngh. France.' On Letters of the
formier description, name!y,_LclIer.v_ ’addre ; France,: Double’ thc French Rate to the Place of
Destination must be pmd in addition to the B Rate nnd the British Registration Fee ; on Lellers
Franc ‘on!y the usual Rates will be taken, in addition to the British Rcﬂlslratxon

passing throu'r/t

Fec.

where severe prcssurc 15 apprthendc

Smull Sums can ‘b rcmltted through the Post Oflice, by means of Money Ordcm thhout
risk, at the following rates of charge,’ viz. ! Three. Pence for any Suin ot czcmlum' T'wo Pounds

and Sizpence for any Sum above Two I’ouud.; and not exceeding Five Pounds.”

With the great convenience thng afforded for transmitting small sums at so low a charge,
and the power now given of registering Letters containing value, it is hoped the Public will no
Jonger forward Letters of value, except in one or other of these methods.

If iowever Persons are willing to incur such a risk, should the articles forwarded be Notes,
or Cheques payable at sight, they should be cut in halves, and the second halves should not be
despatched until the receipt of the first has heen acknowledged.  The numbers, dates, and amounts,
sliould also be carcfully taken.

By Command,

W. L. MABERLY,

Secretary.

Figure 2: Registration of Letters, December 1840.

It is a poor photocopy, so I have copied the
relevant parts:

‘On and after the 6th January next a System of
Registration will be adopted, which will be
applicable to all descriptions of Letters without

distinction, whether they contain Coin or Articles
of Value or not. The Fee for Registration will be
One Shilling, which, together with the Postage,
must be paid in advance. Letters presented for the
purposes of registration, bearing a sufficient



number of Stamps, will be considered paid Letters, stood, that Registration cannot extend beyond the

but the Regzl_s‘tration Fee of One Shilling must Port of despatch in the United Kingdom, though
always be paid in Money. In the case of Foreign, Parties, if they wish it, may register such Letters as
Colonial, or Ship Letters, it must be clearly under- far as the Port of despatch.’

INSTRUCTIONS TO POSTMASTERS IN THE COLONIES, etc.

INSTR‘U‘GTIONS to Postmasters
in the Colonies, and other Agents

of Ker DNMajesty’s Postmaster
General Abroad.

GENERAL POST OFIICE,
December, 1840.

Registration of Letters within the United
yeration '.',’;thc Gth January next, under
Country; and addressed to parts Abroad,
ets ()1‘ Private Ships, can be registered to
which they may be dCbp‘ltclle(l
Registration does not extend
vnll be given to the Packet
vho make ~up and despatch

A SYSTEM: fo
Kingdom will come ‘int
which, Letters posted in
W hcthu forwarded by?;? :

b(~\ ond that Ilmlt
Agents and Postm:
Pacl\(,t \Lulsz

] tion,’ to whlch such
Re(rlstucd Lctt(, is ed; will ac ledge. it’s receipt: by the
s 0D the Registered
Lettel is .\d(hC\SC( it w]uch he will
retain until c.nllcd to Y

Re"hteled Lett ; r cannot be de-
livered, must he (uuelu]ly,letumed tOtthe Dead ' Letter Office in
London, at the usual period, made up in a separate Packet; and the
PPacket addressed to the Dead Letter Office in which these Leters
may be enclosed, must be entered upon the Letter Bill, as containing
SO many Rc‘rnstcl ed Letters, giving the number, ulmtewl the numbe:
may be, and tlns must be done mdependently of the entry of such
Registered Letters, on the Form No.

It must be distinetly understood that this system of’ Registration
applies only to Letters sent from the United Kingdom, and that no
Letters forwarded to the United Kingdom can be rc‘rhwud

By Command,

W. L. MABERLY,

Seeretury

Figure 3: The Instruction on Registration sent Overseas, December 1840.



INSTRUCTIONS TO BRITISH CONSULS AND AGENTS

INSTRUCTIONS

To British Consuls or other Persons appointed to act as
Agents of the GENERAL Posr OrficeE at Foreign Ports in
North and South America and the West Indics.

JYO

Jeclaration of Office,
- made by all Perso

Newspaper

. Letters, &e. forwarded
.. a British’ Colony,:

re not.to
not to be prepai ‘to

th

Letter Bill of Mail arr--.
ving from England, to
be checked, - - . T

ters 1o e acknowledged

You'are to make and sign the accompanying Declaration, which is
equired by the Act, I Vic. c. 33, from all persons engaged in the
Post-Office. Service, and in'case you employ any clerks or other per-
ons to assist you in your Post-Office duties, you will require them to

he duty:which will devolve upon you as British Packet Agent is
ully explained in the following'Instructions, but it may be well to draw
your attention distinctly to.the’ principle uvpon whicli Her Majesty’s
Government have determined to act in the collection of Postage on the

tters conveyed by the British-Packets  in' the West Indies, &e., as
this forms the basis of the present arrangement. You will particularly
nderstand,; therefore, 1st."” That  the - Postage* on all Letters and
: wpatched by you to any of the Foreign Ports mentioned
o' the list-annexed to these instructions, must be paid to you before
uch’ Letters and Newspapers are forwarded ; and, 2nd. That you
receive postage on those addressed to the United Kingdom,
“of - the * British_ Colonies  in' the West Indies or North

> On. the arrival of a Mail from England, you will, in the first place,
" look for the Letter Bill which should accompany it, and in which you
~will find inserted the amount of Postage received by the Packet
Agent at the Port of despatch in England, on those Letters and
Newspapers which were posted at his office, and which will be tied
up separately from the rest of the Mail. This Letter Bill should be
cﬁccked, by carefully telling up the amount of the postage marked on
the Letters and Newspapers referred to, so as to see that it corres-
Receipt of Registered Let- — ponds with the sum set down. Should the address of any Registered
Letter e entered on the bill, its safe arrival shonld be acknowledged
by your signature against such entry. The date of arrival should then
Letter Bill from England ~ be inserted, and the Letter Bill returned to the General Post Office
10 be returncd jinme- |)y the first Opp()f[llllit)’.

distely.
4. 'The same course shonld be pursued on receipt of all other Ml
Corornl Letter Bills 10 brought by the l;rilis_h Packets, whether from Dritish A(.l'!"“""‘ ef
Lo cheeked from Forcign Ports, in order that the parties despateling il st
Mails may De made responsible for the amount of Postage which they
have received on the Letters and Newspapers contained e thon
You will sivn the Letter Bills, if correct, hut it the botiers and il

Figure 4: The Front Page of the Instruction of January 1842.

The above Instruction, issued in on the
establishement of the Royal Mail Steam Packet
Company Service and sent to all RMSP-
associated ports, also has relevance for British
North America, insofar as it confirms that the
Post Office Agent at New York (and
presumably, therfore, at Boston) and the Post
Office at Halifax, Nova Scotia, bore certain
responsibilities with regard to registered letters:

3. On the arrival of a Mail from England, you
will, in the first place, look for the Letter Bill which
should accompany it, and in which you will find
inserted the amount of Postage received by the
Packet Agent at the Port of despatch in England,
on those letters and Newspapers which were posted
at his office, and which will be tied up separately

from the rest of the Mail. This Letter Bill should be
checked, by carefullly telling up the amount of the
postage marked on the Letters and Newspapers
referred to, as to see that it corresponds to the sum
set down. Should the address of any Registered
Letter be entered on the bill, its safe arrival should
be acknowledged by your signature against such
entry. The date of arrival should then be inserted,
and the Letter Bill returned to the General Post
Office by the first opportunity.

27. You will be required to sign a Receipt for every
mail bag or parcel delivered to you by any of the
Admiralty Officers on board the British Packets,
and you will, in like manner, take a Receipt from
the Admiralty Officer for each Mail despatched
from your office.’ (Signed by W.L. Maberley,
January 1842.)



MONEY LETTER WRAPPER - USED TO ENGLAND, 1851
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Figure 5: Hamilton, Lower Canada to Fortrose, Scotland, March 1851.

Martin Willcocks has provided the photocopy of
a Canadian Money Letter wrapper. It is pale
green in colour, and was posted in Hamilton
(date not discernible), marked 2’, ‘6’, ‘PAID’,
2/# and ‘2/72. The letter passed through
Montreal on 31* March 1851 and arrived at
Fortrose, Scotland on 23™ April 1851, having
been carried on the Cunard Line ‘Canada’ out of

58-5

Boston. The ‘2’ is presumably a record of the
Money Letter; the 2/4’ and ‘2/7%2’ the double
postage for a Money Letter in Sterling and
Currency (the latter as amended in 1843), and
the ‘6’ I must assume was a fee raised on arrival,
although that remains open to debate. It is a
lovely item, and I have not seen one used across
the Atlantic before; do you have any comment?







FIVE CENTS REGISTERED STAMP

The next two illustrations are from the Horace
Harrison collection; both show the use of the 5
cent registration stamp, which seems surprisingly
scarce to the UK. Horace makes two comments:
the first (1881) shows no UK registration marks.
I can only assume that it was carried directly to
Scarborough from Liverpool ... were blue lines in
use in Canada? For the second (1883), from
Victoria, British Columbia, viA Hamilton, Horace

is seeking an identification of the route and ship.
I am unable to help. The cover (reverse) has an
arrival mark of 20® January 1883, at Liverpool.
He would also like an identification of the crown
registered handstamp. James A. Mackay, in his
book ‘Registered Mail of the British Isles’, states
that such marks were issued to British ports
from 1857, so Liverpool must be the favourite
for the time being.
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Figure 9: Victoria, British Columbia to Penrith, 27*% December 1882.









TABLE 1: TRANS-ATLANTIC REGISTRATION IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

Serial Date Country Fee Routes/Remarks
(@) () © (@ (e
1: November 1837 All British Colonies N/K British registered letters addressed inland or
overseas to be handled as money letters.
2 6" January 1841 Worldwide (except 1s Only to port, fee and postage had to be prepaid;
France). green printed covers provided for inland letters.
3. 1845 VI Mentioned in Mowbray, but no reference given.
4., 28" March 1848 Worldwide (except 6d British fee reduced, still only to port of departure.
France).
) 30" January 1849 To Chagres Details not known, via Colon or Panama.
6. 14" April 1849 Canada, NB, PEI 6d To port of departure, Br Pkt via Halifax, NS, US.
T April 1850 California and Oregon Via United States, details not known.
8. October 1850 Canada 6d To port of departure, US Pkt.
9. 19" April 1853 Canada 6d To port of departure, Canadian Packet.
10. 1* January 1854 BC & VI 6d To port of departure, via Southampton (West
Indies Packets).
11. 1854 UK Registration fee could be paid by postage stamps.
12 23" March 1854 NB, NF 6d To port of departure, Br Pkt via Halifax.
13: 1* August 1854 NS 6d To port of departure, Br Pkt via Halifax.
14. 1* May 1855 Canada N/A | End of money letter system in Canada, introduction
of registration system.
15. | 11" March 1856 VI 6d Via US, to port of departure.
16. 1* May 1856 UsS 6d Any route. Anomally of rates - half that collected
5¢c credited to other nation.
17. 1* May 1856 California, Oregon and 6d UK closed mail to San Francisco, via Panama or
the Sandwich Is. Colon. Through registration, via US.
18. 1* October 1856 Canada, US. 3d/5c Registration agreement between Canada and US.
Prior to this, 1d had paid fee only within Canada.
19. March 1857 UK Tests undertaken with green silk ribbon and sealing
wax.
20. 1* January 1858 Canada, NB, PEI, NS 6d Through registration, by Br, Cdn or US Pkt.
21. 1* April 1858 NF 6d Br Pkt via Halifax, Nova Scotia.
22. 1% July 1858 UK Green tape introduced nationwide in UK.
23. January 1859 NF 6d Via Galway.
24, 1* October 1862 UK 1s Compulsory registration introduced in UK.
25. 1* February 1866 BC & VI, Canada, NB, 4d Any route. BC & VI via US, to port of departure.
NF, NS, PEI
26. 1* February 1866 Us 4d Any route.
27. 1% February 1866 California, Oregon and 4d Closed mail to San Francisco, via Panama or Colon
Sandwich Is. (route withdrawn 1* January 1868).
28. 1* October 1867 All Br Colonies, etc. 8d Introduction of compulsory registration.
29. 1** October 1868 BC & VI 4d Through registration via US.
30. 1* October 1875 Dominion of Canada 5¢ + 8c | Mandatory pre-payment of all postage (5c to UK),
and registry fees (8c to UK), by stamps.
31. 15" November 1875 | Dominion of Canada N/A | Registration stamps on sale.
32. 31* December 1877 | Dominion of Canada 8c Considered last date of legimate use of 8c
registration stamp.
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TABLE 1: TRANS-ATLANTIC REGISTRATION IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

Serial Date Country Fee Routes/Remarks

(@) ®) © @ (e)

33. 1* January 1878 Dominion of Canada 2d Newfoundland date not known.

34. | 1* January 1878 us 2d Any route.

35. 1* July 1878 UK 2d Fee reduced; blue lines replace green string; scrim-
lined envelopes introduced.

36. | 1" July 1878 Dominion of Canada N/A | (Or shortly thereafter) 8c registration stamp
withdrawn from sale.

37. 1* April 1879 UK Advice of delivery introduced for Colonial packets.

38. 1* January 1883 UPU UPU label system introduced.

39. | 8" May 1889 Dominion of Canada Sc Registration fee for all classes of mail.

40. 1* June 1891 UK Parcel registration; ‘R’ labels and handstamps
adopted; Advice of Receipt system adopted.

41. 1* August 1893 Dominion of Canada N/A | Introduction of 8c postage stamp; commencement
of withdrawal of registration stamps.

42. 1" February 1897 UK 4d Compulsory registration fee reduced from 8d.

43. August 1898 UK Obligatory to mark registered letters with ‘R’ (label,

stamped, written).

AN EARLY (-ISH) REGISTERED ENVELOPE

Figure 14: Salisbury, England to Toronto, Canada, 25" January 1900.
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