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of
CANADI:iN SEMI-OFFICILL AIRMAILS STUDY GRCUP
ot
BRITISH NORTH AMERICA PHILATELIC s0CIZETY

This is not the Definitive Report. It presents findings
of 8 Study Group and points up aress in which further resesrch
is required. Especislly needed is iaformstion as to who
designed, engraved and printed certzin issues snd the dis-
position of the pletes from which the stemps were printed.

Resesrch is 3 continuous process snd is a joy otf the
Specialty Collector. A Study Gromn can be the Repositary
for individusl discoveries snd s mesns of sharing informs-
tion on msjor .and minor varieties identified.

Jduring the yesars since crnest F. ichiewick omith sent
out the First Bulletin of the study Group, there have been
periodic Bulletins msiled to members of the otudy Group. -
Many special articles have appesred in TOFICS, the magszine
of British North imerics Philstelic Society. These should be
referred to for grester detsil on individusl subjects. There
hsve slso been specisl books edited or written by Hsrold L.
Benner, Trelle A. Morrow, Richsrd K. Mallot, Chester Forrest
sand K. M. Molson thst contain msterizl that this Report does

not duplicate.

Specisl thanks is given to Mrs.M. G. Lizette, Archivist
of James Riclsrdson & Sons, Ltd. for mesking svailable thne
recoeds of Western Csnads Airwsys Limited snd to John L. Young
for photographis he furnished for study end reprodictione.

The contributions of Don Amos, Hugh D. iitken, Harald L.
Bsnner, John C. Cornelius, Jr., Robert H. Jemieson, Chester 3.
Forrest, Trelle A. Morrow, Robert W. Marcello, DMsjor Richard
K. Msllot, N. A. Pelletier, Edward A. Richsrdson, Dsniel G,
Rosenblatt, Haughton E. Senguinetti, Rsy Simrsk, James N.
Sissons snd John E. Young were extremely valusble. Thsanks
is 8lso given to other members of the Study Group whose feed-
back and encouragement kept this project alive,

It is hoped that this Report will encourzge Collectors
to report their discoveries and to participate in nesesrch in
Canadien Semi-Official Aerophilstely. 'e welcome feedbsck
from any collector - whether s member of BNAFS or not ---snd
snd their pasr$icipstion will assure preservetion of knowledge
concerning this specislty. It is hoped tkat other Regports
sharing the discoveries will be issued from time to time
under the suspices of the Study Groups of British North imerics
Philstelic Society. These_ contributions should be meiled to
Haughton E.. Senguinetti, =&ditor of Study Group,

1960 Union Street - Apt.2l
Clesrwster, Florids, 33575, U.S.A.
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AERO CLUB OF CaANADA, 1918

AXRO CLUB OF CANADA was the outgrowth of sn svistion fund
formed to help with the recruiting of Filots for the Roysl
Air Force in World Wer 1, It wes affilisted with the Aerisl
Lesgue of the British Empire which had & Montresl brsnch.

AERO CLUB OF CANADA wss incorporsted in 1916 to creste
goodwill for flying, encoursge recruiting for the Roysl Air -
Force end further svistion. In 1919 there were 30 locsl
groups opersting in Ontario with s membership of over 3,000
active militery flying personnel.

In Aygust 1918, the Post (Uffice Lepartment suthorized the
Aero Club of C_nasds to experiment with the csrrisge of meil by
plsne between Toronto snd Ottsws. Experimentsl flights were
scheduled for one flight a2 week in each direction for three
weeks, Time schedules were arrenged to connect with letter
deliveries in both Toronto snd Ottaws. The mail was carried
between the Post Offices snd the sir fields by Post Office
employees in Fost Office vehicles and slthough the flights
were sponsored by the Aero Club of Ceneds the plsnes were
Roysl Air Force plenes flown by RAF ¥Filots . The mail wss
postmsrked with & Post Office daste stsmp provided by the
Fost Office for that purpose. All such msil was sccounted for
to the Post Office end wss regulserly billed. The bills form
pert of the Depsrtmentsl recordse.

The Post Office Department suthorized iero Club of Censda
to collect an additionsl "fee" of 25¢ on each letter carried.
This "fee" the Aero Club of Cgnads donsted to the R.A.F.
Prisoners of War Fund. The Government gave Aero Club of Cgnads
suthority to issue its 1lebels for use on these Experimentsl
Msil flights. The use of the specisl Club stemp wss required
on 8ll meil carried on these ixperimentasl msil flights but
did not p 8y eny portion of the postsge.

In the "AIRMAIL CATALOGUE -- Cansda snd Newfoundland"
by O.W.R. Smith, Gordon Croych &nd Fred Jarrett, 1929, it is
stated thet under July 2, 1920, the Cenadisn Post Office
wrote them thsast

"No postzge stemps were issued by the Yepertment in
connection with the serisl msil flights. Stickers were,
however, gotten up by the Aero Club of Canads, 30 Yonge ©treet,
Toronto, snd these were sold to be sffixed to the back of
letters carried by the seroplane.

"The stickers could be purchssed at the Genersl Post
Office, centeens of the Roysl Air Force and st the office of
Aero Club of Canads, The stickers were sold for 25¢ esch
and the proceeds were to go to the noysl Air Force Prisoners
of Wsr Fuynd. _

"All envelopes to be carried on the flight must have
"BY AERIAL MAIL" prominently written on the s&ddress side
of the envelope with the ususl 3-cent postsge stemp. In addition
the envelope must heve the sticker of the Aero Club ofi Canads
on the reverse side.”

.



Aero Club of Csnada -191&

The First Flight wess scheduled for august 14, 1918, but
it wes; postponed until August 15,1918. The first mail left
Lesside Air Field, Toronto, st 10:00 A.M. on August 15,1918
in 8 _C-280 piloted by Lieut. Tremper Longmsn, of the Roysl
Aip Force. This plane wss a Curtiss bi-plane. It arrived at
Cttaws at 3:00 F.M. in time for the last Carrier delivery.
The return flight was not msde until August 17th. whken
Lieut. Longman took off from Rockyille Camp, Uttawa at 6:50 A.M.

These Experimental Flights were made as follows:-

Aug. 15, 1918 -- Toronto to Ottawa. Return flight on Aug. 17th.
Pilot was Lt. Longman;

Aug, 26, 1918 -- Toronto to Ottaws. Return flight on Aug.27th.
Pilot was Lt. Dunstan;

Sept. 4, 1918 -- Toronto to Ottawa. Return flight on Sept.4th.
Pilot was Lt. Burton.

The stickers, or Stamps, of Aero Club of Csnada were
printed by the rfrinting Depsrtment of United Ilypewriter Company,
Toronto on s flat Bed Fress. A single block was used to msake
Two impressions tete-beche. The stamps were printed 2 stamps
to a sheet on prebiously perforsted gummed pasper. Two types
of psper have been identified:- Heavy “White and Commercislly
gummed slightly Buff stock.

The stamps were to be printed entirely in Black on white
paper. The Red colour depicting the burning Zeppelin was the
ides of the Printer who used battered type pluggeé into the
electroplate to suggest flames in s “econd run through the presses.

Specimens of the first Press run ( about 194 stamps)
were shown to the Pecretary of the Fost Office Depsrtment.
At thet time it was pointed out that numersls might be put in
the Lower corners of the stickers to denote the value st which
the stickers were to be sold, and maske it essier for Postal
Clerks to account for the money they took in on the sale of
these stamps and that since the stickers were to be sold st
the Genersl Fost Office the Postal Regulations sgasinst privste
labels besring sny indicstion of value would be waived in the
interest of Post Office accounting. The Fost Office thereupon
approved the inclusion of the numersl of value "25" on the
stemps and the Second Frinting of stemps was then made.

A total of 3, 000 stamps were printed snd the Block
was returned to Aero Club  of Csnsde by the Frinters. No record
was kept of the number of stsmps which did NOT go through the
Presses the second time to receive the Red colour but the
Printer is said to have told Fred Jarrett that he thought it was
not more than Twelve. Many experts believe thet only Six

stemps have the Red flame omitted.in the First Printing, 2nd
that Ten stamps of the Second Printing did not have the

Red flsme from the Zeppelin,



Aero Club of Cansds =3-

The Design of the stemp -- the burning Zeppelin -- wss
edspted from the centrsl design in UNITED LOYALISTS - Canadien
Avistion Fund - lebel printed early in 1918. This design salso
spreers on the Officisl Souvenir rrogremme of the Aviation
Meet snd Airship Flights held st Mineru Ferk, Bsncouver, B.C.
under the suspices of the Vancouver Avistion éommittee. The
design commemorstes the fests of RAF Pilots destroying Germsn
Zeppelins by incendiary bullets in wWorld wer 1. Especislly the
fest of Lt. R.A.J. Wernsford, V.C., R.4.F., on J,ne 7, 1915.

TW0 PRINTINGS OF STAMP

First:- No numerzsls of value.
Printed August 24, 1918,
8. 3Single stemps, 194 cokies
“be Tete-beche peirs possible -- 72 pairs
c. Without fleme - © stamps.

Second:- Numersal of wvaslue "25" in esch lower corner.
Printed August 28, 1918.
8. ©Yingle stemps =-- 2800 copies
b. ‘Lete-beche psirs -- 1400 possible,
G Without flesme -- 10 reputed.

FROOFS: All Bysck Froofs on white rsper are known

All Red Proofs on White raper are reported to
be in existence but none reported by Study Group
as having been seen or included in sny suctiomn.

FORGERY

The original cut of the stemp wes sent to United Typewriter
Compsny, the printers of the originel stamp. That Compeny
refused to reprint it snd sent the orginsl cut back to Aero
Club of Censds. A genuine stemp of the Second Frinting wses
then used tomske 8 cut and was sent to ar unknown Frinter
who printed an unknown number ot these counterfeits. It hes
been reported thet the number of counte..eits wss 100 and tnat
these were sll printed in Black.

The: mergins of the counterfeits sre nsrrow, the dusl
line is thinner. The frsme around the centrsl design is also
thinner snd the lettering is s8lso thinner.



1619 AERO CLUB OF C:iNADA

The 1919 flight sponsored by Aero Club of Canada is
usually referred tc 8as an Internstionsl “ir RAace., 4+t was
from Toronto to New York snd was held in comnection with
the 1919 Toronto Exhibition and was publicized ss being
"The First Internationsal “erisl Msil". ‘his was incorrect
as the First Internstionsl Aerial Service took place on
Februsry 17, 1919 between Vancouver and Seattle.

There were four sponsors of the 1919 Toronto-New York
Aerial Ulerby:- John Mc E. Bowmsn donated 310,000 in prige
money; The 4ABro Club of Csnads put up @ trophy for the fastest
round trip flight by an Americsn Pilot; The Americsn Flying
Club offered a yrophy for the fastest round trip by a
Canadian Pilot and the Csnadian Nstionsl &xhibition oiffered
8 trophy for the fastest trip by sny filot.

- The race was in two parts:- One section from Toronto to

New York and return snd the other from New York to <oronto

and return. There were 12 starters from Toronto and 28 starters
from New York city of which 12 completed the round trip.

The winner was Msjor R. W. "Shorty" Shroeder, an smericsn

flying s Vought VE?7 powered with s 150 H.P. Hispsho=-Suizs
engine. His total flight time was 9 hours snd 35 minutes.

Just which pilots csrried meil is not known, nor the
number of pieces csrried nor how meny thet were carried bore
the special sticker of the Aero Club of Canads,

According to informetion furnished by Operstions Genersl
Secretary of Canadisn Airways Limited in 1935, Aero Club of
Canada received suthorization from the Csanadian Post Office
to the issusnce of 8 Compsny "sticker" for use on msil carried
on the flight. The Post Office recuired the Printer's die
proof to be submitted to the Cansdian Post Office Depsrtment
and 10 copies of the finished" sticker" or stamp left with
the Postmaster General. The form of cancellation also had
to be approved by the Fost Office Department. These hand
cancellers belonged to the orgsnization suthorized to sffix -
and cancel the pribete stickers used on mail carried on the
trips.

The centrsl design chosen for the stamp depicts the
Ppince of Wales festhers., He had formslly opened the Exhibition
eand had been expected to start the contestants in Toronto
but his schedule prevented him from so doing. Below the
festhers is s pictogrem of & biplene flying with clouds to
the Left and below the plsne snd between the plsne and the

ground.. At the Top is the inscription "THE FIRST/ INTERNATIONAL
AERIAL/ MAIL SERVICE/ AUGUST 1919". At the Bottom of the stamp
is "AERO CLUB OF CANADA/ COMMEMORATIVE STAMF in Two lines.

Left psnel . is "TORONTO" resding.up and 3l. at base while the
Right psnel has "NEW YORK" reasding down and 81 at the base.

The stemps were on sale st the Exhbition snd st offices
of Aero Club of Cansda. -

..~5r;_
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1919 sero Club -2- I

I'he originel order of 3,000 stimps was incressed to
4,000 stemps by en ©fficer oI #ero Club of Cenads. The stock
of psper having become exhdusted the Printed printed 200
copies on thin psper.

The stemps wre printed in Red snd Blue bi-colour on
commercisl grsde white wove prcgummed pasper snd perforsted
12 811 sround. They were printed by the Printing Department
of United Typewriter Compsny, Toronto, in sheets of 10 (5 x 2).

Mr. John C. Cornelius says that there were some stamps
printed on ungummed psper end that the rstio of ungummed to
gummed sheets is either 8 to 1l or 10 to 1, <the stamps o n
thin peper thet spoesr to have been printed on both sides,
probsbly resulted, in his opinion, from the stsmps being
stecked before the ink wss dry.

otudy group members hsve reported white space varieties
but the consensus ts thet guch "varieties" resulted from lack
of exact registrstion between the Two colours in printing
which left white spsces which occur sometimes horizontally
snd sometimes verticslly snd in the so-called " Double Wing"
variety.

Die proofs exist both in 8ll Black snd in all Red
on cards.,

Covers carried from Toronto to New York hsave the TORONTO
CDS slogsn cencellation of Aug.25, 1919 10 s.m. with slogsn
reasding :Canadign Nationel #xhibition Toronto - Aug.23,1919
- Sep.b. The Aero Club stemp is on reverse casncelled by the
gguglcanceller "Aerisl Msil - Aug.25, 1919 - Toronto, Can.
ue.

Covers carried from New York to Yoronto carry @ Red snd
Blue lsbel "VIA AEROPLANE" cencelled "N.Y. Aug.ag,l9l9 -
11 A.M." and basckstsmped Toronto, Aug.26,1919. Some msil is
reported to hsve gone to Windsor Airport hence lsteness of
date stamp 8s the letter went back by surface msill, There
were no specisl stsmps issued for this leg of the trip.



BRITISH COLUMBI: AIRWAY>, LIMIT:D

In November, 1927, Gordon A. Cemeron, 9.C., and Messrs.
J- E. Eve and C. H. Eve., 2ll of Victoris, B.C. orgsnized
British Columbis #irways, Limited to provide sir service
in the Vancouver - Victoris - ceattle sres 2nd to operste
8 flying school and conduct charters snd sight-seeing.

It was the first scheduled zirline compsny snd its
schedule cslled for flying & tricsngulaer raute:- Vsncouver,
Véctoris snd nesttle, w“ashington dsily. <The first flight
was from Victoria to Vsncouver on July 2%, 1928 using s
Ford Tri-Motor plsne. It was piloted by Eerald Wslker.

The Pnst Office permitted the Compeny to carry meil on
this flight for & specisl fee of 5¢ in addition to the
regular 2¢ First Cless fostage. However, on the morning
of the flight the Fostmaster at Victoris sllowed the letters
to be carried st the ordinsry First Class postage rates.
Therefore covers are known beering both 2¢ and 7¢ Cenadisan
postage stamps. There was no formsl or "Ofiicisl" suthorizs-
tion by the U. S. P_st Office for csrriage of msil by the
Compeny and no letters are known bearing s westtle postmark
for this flight.

Cancellstion of covers show thet they were despatched
at Victoris st 2:30 F.M. on Jyly 23, 1928 snd backstsmped
at Vancouver the same day. ZIZach cover wss stsmped on its
face by the Victoris Post Office in Black in 3 lines reading:
"FIXST FLIGHT / AIR MAIL / VICTOXIA - VANCCUVER, B.C." ©No .
cachet was applied on the.return flight.

On this flight 40C covers were carried, of which 300
were mailed by the Victoris Chamber of Commerce eddressed to
other orgsnizstions and 100 covers for C. S. Ernst and the
remaining 100 covers were addressed to other persons, probably
8ll of whom were stamp collectors.

The Company received a contract from the Fgst Office
for the carrisge of mail between Victoris snd V.ncouver and
the Company was suthorized to issue its own labels, or
s8amps, to prepay the specisl air meil charge of S¢ ger
letter.

The First Flight with Compsny sdhesives wss made on
August 3, 1928, A Black caschet was applied to covers resding
in 3 lines:- "FIRST REGULAR FLIGHT / AIR MAIL / VICTORIA -
VANCOUVER, B.C."

Regular flights with meil end passengers were made
daily from sugust 4, 1928 to sugust 25, 1928 when the plane
crashed st ses nesr rort Townsend, Washington. Mo majil
was recovered, It is believed that the Compseny called for
two flights s day between Victoris- Vencouver snd Sesttle,
The Compsny had s poor record for safety snd is said to have
made flights when westher conditions or fog msde flying
hazardous snd slso often over-loaded its plsnes.

-7~



british Columbis sirwsys-2-

The Compeny obtained sprrovel of the Post Office for
issusnce of its own stemps. The design depicted the Compsany
plane flying over the Straits of Georgis between Vancouver
Isleand and the msinlsnd of British Columbis.

The stamps were designed by Cyril Conneruon of
Viectoris, B.C. and the plates were made by Chsrles Thomss
end printed by Colonisl Printing end Publishing Company
of Victoris, B.C. by Lithogrsphis process.

Format wes 500 sheets of 22C stsmps divided into
4 penes of 55 stesmps meking & totsl of 110, OOO stampse
They were rouletted.

Colour was Ultramarine. otudy Group members have
reported that the colour veries in shades from & Light Blue
to @ D.rker Blue. These shades may be due to re-inking of
the presses between printing runse.

VARIETY: A constant Uariety is a white dot over the
teail of tbe figure "5" in the Left vslue psnel on atamp No.4
in the lst, row in Upper Left Fsne.



CANADIAN AIRWAYS, LIMITED

There have been Two aviation compsnies opersting under
the nesme of"CANADIAN AIRWAYS,LIMITED", The old company was
orgenized in 1926 by H. S. Quigley and was acguired by
Internstionsl Airwsys Limited of Hemilton and later absorved
by Western Csnads Airwsys Limited.

The Second or "New" compeny ceme into being on November
25, 1930 when it took over the sssets of Avistion Corpoba-
tion of Canada snd Western Csnada Airwsys, Limited. This
brought to reslity the dresm and work of James A.Richardson
for the formation of s single opersting compsny providing
air trensportastion from coast to cosss.

It was this "new" Bsnadisn Airwsys,Limited that issued
its own stamps under suthorization of the Postal Authorities.
I, was +the last company to be permitted to do so by the
(Canadian Post Office.

Most of the msil routes flown by Canadian Airways,
Limited were under Government contract cn which the Govern-
ment Air M.,il stamps were used. However, in 1932 the Com-
Bauy sought, and obtained approval of the Post Office

epartment to issue and use its own _stamps on te route from
Edmonton, Alberta to the Northwest Territory.

The First flight with the Compsny stamps wss from
Edmonton to Fort McMugnay on December 30, 1932 snd the
return flight left Fort McMurray on December 3],1932{ The
last regulsr issue of the compsny stsmps was used in
mid-July, 1934, :

To serve the Arctic route from Fort McMurrsy to
Aklsvsk, the Compsny established eight gas csches in Wil-
derness settlements for refueling and emergency lendings.-
These outpots were st Fitzgersld snd Hesolution on the Grest
Slave Lske and Hsy River, Providence, Simpson, Wrigley,Good
Hope snd Mc Pherson. Not all plsnes stopped at each out-
post. The westher snd plsne losd determined the fuel stops.

On J,ne 26, 1939, Jemes A. Richardson died from 3
hesrt sttack st his home in Winnipeg. In D,cember,l194l
Canadisn Pacific Railwsy Compsny scquired the Richardson
air tnterests. The CPR continued to operate the Ten Cgnadisn
Air Trensport compsnies they had acquired, under their
own names, controlled by a Pepsrtment of the CFR called the
Canadisn Paecifiw Air Servieces, until Csnsdisn Pscific Air
Lines csme into being in May,l1942.

The Semi-officisl sirmsil stamps of Cansds Airways
Limited sre those suthorized and printed for the "New"
compeny. They were designed by the Stovsl Company of
Winnipeg, bssed on a sketch submitted by J. R. MacDougsl,
Tressurer of Csnadisn Airwsys, Limited. They were printed
in sheets of 200 stesmps snd cut into 4 penes of 50 stamps
before issusnce to the Company.



Cansdisn Airways -2-

Study Group members hsve reported Two distinct shsdes
of Blue:- Orenge on Psle Blue snd Ursnge on Bright Blue, -- the
usual shade. Also s minor variety caused by the misplacement
of Orsnge in the printing. Also & major variety of stemps
imperforste vertically snd stamps imperforste horizontslly.

A totsl of 20,000 stemps were printed. The stsmps were
issued on December 19, 1932 snd sold at bases of the Company
throughout Cansds,

<n 1934 the Compeny wss suthorized by the Csnadisn
Post Office to overgrint its stemps with the value of the
stemp =-- "10 CENTS", T,is overprint wss spplied in Bisck.

The First Flith with tbe overprinted stemps was from
Zdmonton to Fort MclMurrey on July 19,1934. According to the
erchives in Jsmes Htichsrdson & ©4ns, 4td., there were
10,000 stamps overprinted.

Major varietiés of this stamp sre:
Inverted Overprint end Double Overprint. Bproken frame lines
Bave been repoérted by seversl members of the Study Groupe.

Don Snider snd D.B.Archer reported s broken outer, lower
freme line, just under the hypen. LThe bresk is sbout one=-hslf
mm long snd there is s third line under the Bresk sbout Lwo
letters long. There is also reported s Blue smudge extending
sabout hslf-way between the outer snd inner frsme lines but
-this is not considered s bresk in the frsme line.

Alsn reported by Study Group member is s stamp with 8
distinct dot below the outer lower frsme line below the "L"
and snother below the hypen under the inner lower freme line.

FICTITIOUS STAMP

In the Jsnuary,l934 issue of "FLIGHT", the stamp desler,
A.C.Rpessler sdvergised s stemp purporting to hsve been issued
by Csnadisn Airweys Limited. The Compeny denied that the stamp
wds authorized or issued by ‘it. Detective Hiclens of the
Vancouver City Fpsua Squsa steted to =Z. L. Bsnner that the
bogus stsmps were made by s men in the U.S.A.

The design of this Bogus stesmp shows en airplsne flying
over & lsndscspe with tall pine trees c. the Right. At Lower
Left is the flying goose Loga -f the Compeny but flying from
Left to Hight. At the Bottom of the stsmp is the inscription
"SPECIAL AIRMAIL SERVICE",

The stesmps were printed in Two different colour combi-
nstionsk- Green Pine Trees with Red-Orsnge plsne snd letters;
and also with Red-Orsnge plsne snd trees snd Green letters.
They were printed on cresm coloured gummed psper in panes, or
ministure sheets of four stsmps. The psnes measure 68 by 118 mm
end the stsmps sre 31 x 45 mm snd perforsted either 11l¥% or
11X, Some of the psnes sre reported to hsve been issued
with imperforste stamps.

—-/QO e



CHERRY RED AIRLINE FLIGHTS
By Eb. RickhaRDISNY
(Reprinted from BNAPS TBPICS)

In May 1929 Mr. Norman Cherry organized Cherry Red Air Line Limited to
serve the Rottenstone Mining area of Northern Saskatchewan. The head-
quarters of the company was at Prince Albert, the rail head of the rail-
roads. Its Pilots included A. Malone, E.C. (Ted) Holmes and J.B8. Home-Hay.

On June 15, 1929 the company made its inaugural flight but as permission
for the issuance of company stamps had not at that time been received
from the Postal administration, the covers bear only the Canadian U.S.
Postage stamps.

On May 30, 1929 the Canadian Post Office notified Mr. Cherry that per-
mission had been granted Cherry Red Air Line, Limited, to carry mail
between Prince Albert and the Rottenstone Mining Area and to issue its
own stamps for use on such flights.

On August 3, 1929 the First Flight with stamps took place. It was from
Prince Albert to Lac LaRonge. The Pilot was A. Malone who autographed
each of the covers.

On July 28, 1929 and on August 1, 1929 flights were reportedly made from
Prince Albert to Rottenstone Lake but these were in the nature of
"Experimental" or "Trial® flights. A few covers are reported to have
been carrizd on these flights and bear a Canadian l¢ postage stamp and
the Cherry Red Air Line stamp.

Some of the mining areas served by the airmail service of the Company
had no Post Office when service was inaugurated and it appears to have
been the custom of the Company to use a rubber stamp to cancel the
Company's adhesive stamp and as a receiving mark. This rubber stamp
was also used to cancel the Canadian Postage stamp affixed to mail floun
out from such locations before the dedication of the Post Office or
appointment of a Postmaster at such areas took place. Often the covers
were also signed by the Pilot or a facsimile of his signature was used
in conjunction with the Company hand-stamp.

"Canadian Air Mails -- Early Pioneer and Semi-Official Flights" by

D.G. Cax in 1970 reported that there was no Past Office established at
Pelican Narrows at the time of the inaugural flight in November 1931

and that a rubber stamp reading "RECEIVED -PELICAN NARROWS, SASK. == April
11, 1931, 11. a.me"=-W.C. ROTHNIE" in 3 lines in Black was used as an
arrival mark and also to cancel outgoing mail. It is unclear who "W.C.
Rathnie" was. His name does not appear as a Pilot on the exhaustive

list of early Pilots compiled by Major R.K. Mallot.

On April 30, 1931 the company was sold to Canada Airways and Cherry Red
Air Line, Limited made its last flight in June, 1931. All unused re-
mainders of the stamps of Cherry Red Air Lime, Limited were sold by Mr.
Normen Cherry to Mr. Charles B. Hill-Tout.

r-]/..



CHERRY RED AIR LINE, LIMITED

HEADQUARTERS: Prince Albert, Saskatchewan.

BASES: In Rottenstone Mining area of Northern Saskatchewan: -
Christopher Lake, Ile a la Cross, Lac La Ronge, Montreal
Lake, Pelican Narrows, Prince Albert, Rottenstone Lake,
Stanley Mission and Waskesiu Lake, Saskatchewan.

DESIGN: Monoplane flying above a flying field.

COLOUR: Red plane, Black background, White Letters.

STAMP DESIGNED BY:

STAMP PRINTED BY:

PRINTED in Stereotype plates made up of cliches of 5 stamps each.

Sheets of 200 stamps divided into four panes of 50 stamps
each before being sold. TwO different plate layouts and Two
different Printings or "ISSUES".

PLATE LAYOUT "A"—- made up of Four Type 1 cliches and Six cliches of
Type 11,

PLATE LAYOUT "B"-- made up of Six Type 1 cliches and Four cliches of
Type ;1. This is the more common layout.

FIRST PRINTING: == on yellowish paper. Rough irregular perforations
Vertical gutters approximately 4-4% mm. between
stamps.

Printed July 3, 1929 and supposedly ONE Sheet of
200 stamps. This may have been a Trial Printing.

SECOND PRINTING:=- on White paper, white gum. Clean, clear perforations.
Perf. 12. Vertical gutters approximately 3-3% mm.
between stamps.

Printed on or about August 1, 1929.
120 sheets of 4 panes of 50 stamps each or a total
of 24,000 stamps.

FIRST FLIGHT: Made on June 15, 1929. Covers did NOT bear any
Company adhesives. (AAMS # 140).



PLATE LAYOUT OF CHERRY RED AIRLINE LTD. 1.

The sheet is divided into four panes of 50 stamps each. Pane consists of 10
vertical cliches of 5 stamps each. These are identified by constant plate
varieties. Some varieties are major, others are slight, but all are constant.
There are numerous other varieties of red, black or white spots, etc., but as
these are not constant nor related to the study of the plate layout they are not
listed here.

CLICHE == TYPE 1

"A" Break in frame line "a"-small white spot above

below "R" in "AIRLINE". Lth. leaf in Left vertical a
row of lp~es.

IIBII small uhite spct or llbll- Th_‘ IIAII in IIAIR" of

indentation in background "WIA AIR" has pointed b

below "A"™ in "AIRLINE". crossbar.

"C" Small break in bottom "ct -Small section of left

frame line below 1st leaf frame line is twisted opp- c

at the left. asite the center leaf.

"D" Along left frame lire "d" -In top outer frame line

opposite center leaf is short above "RED AIR" are two d

dash below it a small break small breaks and black dot.

in frame line.

"g" As in Stamp "D", a short "2" =In right circle around

Jash, but no break in frame "10e" is a break below the @

line and center leaf has wam

faint trace of a stem.

LAYOUT OF PANE "A"

CLICHE -- TYPE 11

LAYOUT OF PANE "B"

a A a A A A a A
b 8 b 8 8 8 b 8
c C c cC C C & c
d D d D D D d D
5 g e E 3 & ] E
a A a A A A a i}
b 8 b 8 8 8 b 8
c c c c ~ C c c
d ) d D ») 0 d o
] E e £ E & e E




PLATE LAYOUT OF CHERRY RED AIRLINE LTD. 2.

When we come to study the full peres we find TWO different Plate Layouts.
Pane "A" is made up of FOUR Type 1 cliches and SIX cliches of
Type 11.
Pane "B" is made up of SIX Type 1 cliches and FOUR cliches of
Type 1.

Pane "B" seems to be much more common of the two. According to Ed.
Richardson about three panes "B" for every pane "A"., This might lead us
to suggest that in the sheet of four panes, three had the "B" layout,
while one had layout "A". It could be a different layout was used in a
late run of the Second printing. Mr. Richardson's inclinations are to-
ward there being three panes of "B" and one of "A" in each sheet of four
panes.

A quick study of the Layout diagrams will indicate that the only pairs
of blocks which can be positively identified as coming from either Pane
"A® gr "B" must include stamps from the left vertical row. For those
collectors who want a block to show all ten constant varieties, any
vertical block of ten from Pazne "A", or from the right four vertical
rows of Pane "B" will suffice. Upper Left, or Lower Left blocks of 15,
(3 x 5), would be best for thcse who wish to show blocks from the two
layouts.

The so-called Major Variety of the pointed crossbar is actually no maore
of real importance thzn any of the nine other constant varieties. It
occurs six times on Panes "A" and four times on Panes "B".

Unlike many of the other Canacdian Semi-Official Airmail issues, no
imperforates nor part perforates are krown of the Cherry Red stamp. Nor
are there any overprints, tete-beczhe Qarieties, proofs, essays ar other
"errors” known. They have a clean reputation and were legitimately
issued for airmail use, under govermment regulation and supervision.

-,4,_ .



COMMERCIAL AIRWAYS LITID.
by Chester Forrest,

Western Canada was designed by the Good Lord for many things, not
the lesast of which was the airplane. Edmonton was the natural
terminal for great areas of the north and a central point betwsen
Toronto and the Orient. By 1928 the Edmonton and Northern Alberta
Rero Cluh was operating a flight school under the leadership of
Wop May and was putting pressure on the city to build a modern
airfield. HKatherine Stinson had flown into Edmonton in 1918 but
for a decade nothing much had happened. With the development of
8latchford Airfield and the donation of two Moth planes to the
Rero Club by Britain an atmosphere existed for the development of
a pioneer commercial aviation company.

This touk place when Wop May with twa Aers Club friends, Cy Becker
and Vic Horner, raised the necessary $6,000. to purchase an Avro
Avian in England., They organized a firm which they called
Commercial Airways Ltd.

There was much activity in the air over Edmonton in 1928, Punch
Dicksns of Western Canada Airways, who had just established his
fame by being the first to fly over the "barren lands" (Winnipeg
to Baker Lake to the north shore of Hudsons Bay to Fort Smith)
flew into Edmonton and the competition was on, The RCAF alsgo
began flying forest fire patrols and several small cperators began
flying exploratory flights to the potential mining areas in the
naorth, especially around Great Slave Laks.

It was at this time that the famous flight to Little Red River,
near Fart Vermillion, to deliver diphtheria antitoxin was made

by Wop May and Vic Horner of Commercial Airways., After this most
favorable publicity CAL (Commercial Airways Ltd.) was able to
purchase a Lockeed Vega, a modern plane with an enclosed cockpit
and capable of a good "pay load".

Jim Richardson and his growing WCA (Western Canada Airways) was
pushing hard in the area from Edmonton to the north and their star
pilot, Punch Dickens, himself an Edmonton boy, pionsered the first
air service into the Mackenzis River Valley in a large Fokker.
They brought out a shipment of furs which forever proved the
commercial value of far northern aviation. Punch Dicksns won the
McKkee trophy for 1928,

CAL received its first "life saving”" contract with the Ottawa
govermment to fly mail to Grand Prairie once a week. UWop May flew
the first flight in the Vega on May 21, 1925, Shortly after this
CAL won the full contract to fly the Mackenzie River run all the
way past the Arctic Circle to Aklavik. With financial aid from s
brokerage house (Solloway Mills) they bought two Canadian built
Bellancas, powerful machines with six seated cabins and capable

of 130 mph.
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With pontoons on the Bellanca, Wop May flew a test flight from
Cooking Lake on October 7, 1929 and got as far as Fort Norman,
Huge fuel caches were sent up river by boat as far as Mackenzie
Bay and the company had a total investment in this operation of
over $200,000. All that now remained was to wait for the ice to
form on all the lakes and rivers of the Mackenzie Valley and the
regular airmail runs could begin.

This historic inauguration of regular mail service to the Arctic
began December 8, 1929 with Becker and Glyn-Roberts piloting two
Bellancas and Burbidge flying the Lockheed Vega. UWhen they
errived at Fort McMurray, Wop May was waliting in a third Bellanca
and was sitting on five tons of mail most of which had reached -
Waterways (Ft. McMurray) by reil. In a complex series of shuttle
flights this huge quantity of mail was carried through the dozen
intermediate stops from Waterways to Aklavik. 0On December 27, 1929
May and Glyn-Roberts landed two Bellancas in the river at Aklavik,
the first planes sver to reach the western Arctic in winter, the
temperature at Aklavik being 40 below when they landed. UWop May
won the McKee trophy for 1929,

Incredible as it may ssem, by 1930 the total weight of mail

carried by CAL exceeded that of any other mail line in the entire
world. CAL fiew this extraordinary 1600 mile mail route for a yeer
and a half without a casualty or a lost piece of mail.

The life of the company came to an abrupt end in May 1931 but not
from the air. The two brokerage houses that had stock control of
the company both ran intoc severe financial and legal problems and
CAL was put up for auction. Jim Richardscns TCA had now grown into
a national air network and was known as Canadian Airways. They
bought CAL and Wop May with his finme fellow pllots and mechanics
became part of the great Canadian Airways system, A sudden end to
a glrrious company but not really an end at all,

THe Compeny had bsses st Edmonton, Fort MecMurrsy, Fort Resolution,
Aklsvik, Grende Prairie, Athabasks and Peace .dver,

Note- Twao excellent books covering the history of CAL are:

Airborn from Edmonton by Eugenia Myles (1959) and
Pioneering in Canadian Air Transport by Ken Malson (1975)
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- Commercisl Airwasys, cont'd.

STAMPS

STAMPS DESIGNED BY: J. G. Housez, of Edmonton. Shows s plasne
flying over a portion of Northern Alberta
and the Northwest Territory with routes
emsnsting from Edmonton like spokes on 3
wheel, Two Types: "VIA AIR" snd "AIR FEE"
in medallione.

PLATES: Typogrsphed plates made by McDermid Studios
PRINTED BY: Hamly Press, Limited.

FORMAT, Printed in sheets of Ten ( 5 x 2) with 3 selvedge st Left.
" All stemps have at least one straight edge except
the middle Three on the Left which are perforsted on
3ll four sides.

All stsmps on bottom row having a straight edge. Very
wide margins st Left between perforations and edge
of the Plste.

On Pirst Issue only this space between the stamp snd
the edge of the Plate was a "coupon" on which the
vslue of the stasmp was shown. Later flestes had that
coupon but without any printing.

PERFORATIONS: All stamps of 8ll issues and printings are Perf.l2
FACE VALUE: Esch stamp had & face value of 10¢ but NO value
shown on sny stamps of any issue.

BOOKILETS: Stamps were mssued to Agents in Books of 25 sheets.
of 10 stamps..

ISSUES: There sare Four issues of the stamps but because of
seversl issues having been printed more than once.
Eight classifications are recognized.

PAPER: Two kinds: - Thick soft white wove and Thin soft
white wove, opsque.

GUM. Two kinds: - Yellowish and Pure White.

FIRST ISSUE
ISSUED: May 7, 1929 --
COLOUR: Blsck and slso printed in Intense Black
PAPER: Thick soft white wove psper. Yellow Gum.
NUMBER PRINTED: 5,000 stamps.

VARIETY: Seecond letter "C" broken in word "COMMERCIAL" in
Stemp No. 2. 500 copies known.

The Light shsede off Black known on cover dated
May 21 ’ 1929 °

"VIA AIR" in medsllions.

TYPE

-.1'7_.



" Commercisl Airways Cont'd,

SECOND ISSUE

First Printing: June 2, 1930

Thick soff Yhite wove psper. Yellow Gum.
"AIR FEE" Fype. Printed in Black

Total Issued: 2,000 stamps

Second Printing: November 5, 1930.

Thick White woven peper. white Gum.
"AIR FEE" Type. Intense Black colour.

Totsl Issued: 2,000 stamps.

VARIETY: Imperforste. 18 sheets of 10 stamps.,
THIRD ISSUE

ISSUED: Julg 21, 1930

PAPER: Thick White psper.

GUM: Two kinds known: Yellow and White

COLOUR: Pwo distinct shades of Purple known.

NUMBER ISSUED: According to Isn C. Morgsn 2,000 stsmps were
printed of which 730 were used on letters snd
700 destroyed, leaving 570 Mint stamps.
This was 8 ®pecisl Issue to commemorste the flight
between Ft., McMurrsy and Edmonton

TYPE: "AIR FEE" in medsllion.
VARIETY: Imperforste =-- 9 Sheets of 10 stamps
Broken "C" in word "COMMERCIAL"
Extre Perforstions. On Three sheets there were an
extrs perforstion from Stamps 2 through Stemp 9.

FOURTH ISSUE
ISSUED: December 6, 1930.
TYPE* "AIR FEE".
TOTAL FRINTED: 2,000 stemps.
First Printing: Thin soft White psper. White Gum.
Deep Cpsnge Colour.
Variety: Double perforstion vertically

Part Perforate: % Missing perforstions between
Bows 3 and 4 creating Psrt Pefforste verticsl pseirs.

- Imperforate:- 35 Sheets of 10 stamps.

Second Printing:- December 8, 1930,

Thin soft white wove psper. White Gum.,
Dull Onsnge colour., 1,000 stsmps issued.

e | o



" Commercisl #irways Cont'd.

Third Printing:- December, 1930.

Saft white wove psper., Yellow Gum.
Psle Dull Orsnge Colour.
500 stamps issued.

Fourth Printing:-  December, 1930.

Thin Soft White wove peper. White Gum,
Pale Orange colour.
500 stemps issued.

The Yellow Gum sccording to Bill Topping sppesrs on psper
cut to the width of two stamps and could be a Proof, in darker
but not true dark shade of stamp.

FROOFS

NEWS PRINT STOCK: - Tpelle Morrow reporcs that he has what
_he calls a "Gelley Proof". These ‘re on newsprint =--
usuelly the First pull from the Gslley by the Frinter.
These were acquired from the suction of the £d4d. Ricjerdson
collection who termed them "News Print Proofs".
They have proven to be legitimate and comtemporary with
the 1930 Issue of the stamps. The newsprint has turned
quite brown..

COLOUR PROOFS: These sre known on both "VIA AIR" and "AIR FEE"
stomps design. They sre known on paper and on card steck,
in Orange, Crimson Lske, Lemon, Viclej, Jade Green,
Black and in Blue colours.

According to Bill Topping, the word "Proof" with respect
to these emissions is 2 misnomer. He says that these
stemps were mede as 3 favour snd thet he wes informed

by Stusrt JoBnstone, of Vancouver, formerly of Edmonton,
who was associsted with Commercisl #irways snd probably
Hamly Press, thet they were made st his request ss s
joke and that he does not know how they got into privste
hends. Thus the description "FROOF" would be incorrect .

ESSAY

"PINL TO PALM" -- Prepsred for s proposed flight from Aklavike,
gorthwest Territory,Csnada to Mismi, Florids,,
O'SQAQ

"ESSAY" was printed in tete-beche imperforate
pairs and besr the word "ESSAY" s short distance
below the Left Bottom corner of the design.

VARIETIES: Black Design on Cresm ungummed psper
Black Design on Brick Red paper
Black Yesign on Orange ungummed psper.

DESIGN: Central design was 2 map of the proposed flight with
AIR FEE" ot Bottom. On the Left was a Moose with s
background of Pine trees. Oh the Right wss 3 falm
Tree and 3 bathers nesr s Beach Umbrells on s besch.

b 4



Commercisl Airwsys -

The Flight took place and sre postmsrked at Aklavik,
N.W.T. Msrch 1931 snd the covers sre backstemped st Mismi,
Florids, April 2, 1931. <he covers carry Casnede Airmeil
“tamps on the face and the Commercisl Airwsys oemi-CUfficisl
stemp "AIR FEE" design on the reverse csncelled with the
Company wavy line unboxed caencel.

FIRST FLIGHT CACEETS

The Company used s opecisl Cachet on each First Flight.
Each of which had & distinctly different cschet. A complete
list of these <cachets and cancels sprears in an article by
Haughton E. Ssnguinettd , published in BNAPS TOPICS in 1926,
Thet srticle is incorporsted in this meport by r<ference
to it.

COMPANY . CANCELLATIONS

Compsny used Two types of cancellstions.

"A" is 8 boxed rectsngle 6.2 x 3.0 cms. with the Left
one-third heving "USE AIR MAIL" snd the remeining
two=-thirds consisting of 5 wevy lines.

"B" consists of 9 persllel horizontsl curved lines
messuring 5.5 by 3 cms. unboxed.

FEEDBACK

Trelle Morrow confirms thst the First Issue designsted
CS-54 in the Specislized Catalogue was issued in booklet
form. RZe has 2 pasrtisl booklet psne in which the stamp
hss the tab intasct., There is s double periforstion on the
Left mergin so that the stemp could first be torn out for
ussge and secondly, the coupon could be torn out snd returned
to the Compsny's Head Office. The booklet tab would then
remain in the booklet which was held together by three staples.

0~



JACK V,. ELLICT AIR SERVICE

This compsny was started by Jack V. Elliot to serve the
gold fields on the Southesstern shore of ked Lake, sbout
93 air miles from the town of Kenors in Northwest Ontario.
It wes the first commercisl sir service to operste in the
Red Lske mining ares.

Jack V., Zlliot owned asnd operated sn air service in
Ramilton, Ontario and Rouyn, CQuebec. Ze taught flying snd
engaged in serisl photography and mapping the territory.

Although gold bad been discovered nesr red Lske in 1897,
it wes of low grsde and the discovery of rich gold in the
Yukon sttracted the prospectors. In 1924 paying quantities
0of gold was discovered on the Southesstern shore of Red Lzke,
eand J. E. Hommel rushed 2 party of prospectors to the area
by planes of the Ontario Provincisl Air Service, 2 branch of
the Ontario lepsrtment of Lends snd r'orests thst engsged in
8 charter service.

This Gold ~trike sttracted mining prospectors and
engineers snd resulted in the first lsrge scsle movement
of minars by air to s gold rush. About 1200 men mushed
in by dog sled snd on foot from the head of the rasilroad
8t Hudson snd were followed by hundreds of tans of freight
end mining eguipment hauled in by dogs end horses in the
Summer., Jack V. Elliot intended to tasp this business swven
though the smsll plsnes could not carry th2 hesvy mining
equipment. Hsrold Farrington, a pilot employed by Jack B.
Elliot recommended they opersate a freight and psssenger air
service from Hudson to fed Lske as it would cut the time of
travel between these places from a3 week by lsnd to s few
hours by sir. The eres over which the plsnes flew was covered
by forests snd had meany lakes, swemps e2nd rivers. Frozen in
the Winter it was s quagmire of mosquito snd insects in the
Summer. wWithin s few yesars slmost 10,000 mining claims were
staked in an sres 40 miles long and 20 miles wide,

Huydson was a quiet flag stop on the CNR named after s
Railroad officisl when the line wss completed in 1911. A few
miles distsnt wss the outpost of Rolling Portage st the foot
of aseries of sand hills. It was so named becsuse if s person
slipped snd fell, as often hsppened in wet westher, he ususlly
rolled to the foot of the hill., Here was level lend suitable -
for a small plane to take off and lsnd and it was here that
Jack V. Elliot estsblished his msin base,

It wes decided that the serisl route from xolling
Fortage (Hudson) to Red Lske would follow sn old Indisn trasil
to Pine Ridge snd then turn a few degrees North to Red Lgke.
This dog leg added sbout 10 miles to the flight but was chosen
becsuse, in the event of a forced landing, the plane would only
be a8 few minuted from the trail snd the extra 10 miles was
insignificsnt on & 100 mile £flight,
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Jack V. Elliot =2-_

The Compseny had its mein besses 8t Rolling sortege (now
Hudson) snd st Red Lake. Later it added & bsse at Rouyn, {uebec.

.Prepsratory tothe first flight intoc fed Lske, two small
skis were bolted to the teil skid of the plsnes %t~ vnrevent the
rudder plenes snd tail assembly from sinking into‘ the deep snow.
These skis were mede by the Elliot Brothers shop in Sioux ~ookout.

There were no maps of the region so Jack V. Elliot end
A. Harold Fsrrington, esch flying s plsne snd flying together
for safety, used o sketch mep from s CPR timetable by which to
fly their course.

~ The plenes were open cockpit Curtiss JN4 built in Censds
in World Wsr 1 as trsiners. These "Jennies" or "Csnucks" were
powered by 8 90 HP OX5 engine capsble of csrrying & pey load of
200 1bs. and had duel controls.

The rate for sir service between Rolling rortage snd ced
Lske wss set by Elliot at $1.00 per lb. for psssengers, freight
and baggsge, 8like and 25¢ for esch letter carried.

The psssengers were weighed st the time they bought their
ticket snd oten Just as they were bosrding the plesne. This wss
to prevent the free cerriasge of sny last minute shopping purchases
or if the Filot hed seen the passenger eeting & big mesl Wwhile
he wses waiting for the plsne's depsrture. ‘he passenger hsd to
pey for sny excess weight.

There is 8 rumor that one Winter a successful gold miner
died at Red Lske snd his femily wsnted his body shipped out for
burisl. The open cockpit would not sccommodate a8 coffin so the
body was removed from the coffin end plsced in the sest of the
open cockpit plsne. At 30° below Zero the body soon froze in s
sitting position snd the plesne took off., When the plane landed
st Rolling Portsge the Undertasker unlosded it snd thawed it out
snd then put the body into snother cesket for csrrisge on the
trsin to the outside.

Jack V. Elliot hesrd that the Post Office VYepertment wss
suthorizing sir service compsnies to csrry msil without subsidy
but for s charge per letter and thet to evidence psyment of the
Compsny's charge, the Post Office Depertment would sllow the
flight operstor to issue its own stickers subject to spprovsl of
the design snd rstes by the Postsl ~uthorities.

A design for the Compsny sticker wses prep..ed snd s smell
number of them printed. by the Toronto Star. The stzmp wss then
sent to the Post Office Depsrtment for spprovael. But the Fostal
Authorities disssproved the design becsuse, contrsry to Postsl
Regulations, the "essay" contsined s stated velue of 25¢. In
snticipstion of the spproval of the stamp, some o.. these "Essays"
were affixed to covers prepared at Aitchener, Cnisrio, for the
First Fyight. ;

when the P,stsl s#uthorities disspproved the design, @ new
design for s stemp wes prepsred snd submitted to the Postal
Authorties. This lster design wes spproved, snd stsmps printed
by the Toromnto Star.
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Jack V. Elliot = 3=

The Two suthorized smd sprroved issues of Jack V. Elliot
Aip “ervice stemps were sold at postoffices in lpronto, “Winnipeg
snd Rolling rorege and st Compeny offices and bases. It is
believed that all the unused stamps of the dissprroved stamp
-- except those that had been affixed to the prior prepared
first Flight covers in Aitchener -- were destroyed. Yn those
covers the spproved stamp was either placed over the "Issay"
or else the old "Essay" was torn from the @ve? and replaced
by the poroved stzmp. Mr, Arthur White, of Wekefield, Massa-
chusetts has 8 cover of the First Flight cover with the Approved
First Issue stamp on which some shreds or scraps of the dis-
approved "Essay" can be seen. Four copies of the "Essay" on
Flown covers -- 3gll covered up by the aspproved Stemp =-- have
been suthenticated.

The Fgrst Flight with mail from nolling fortage to Red Lake
took plsve on March 6, 1926 in s plane piloted by A. Harold
Ferrington and 8ll of the rirst Flight covers were carried on
that flight. Lster thsat daz, Jack V. Elliot flew to #ted L.ke
from an sir field at Sidux Lookout but no msil is known with the
- Sioux Lookout P,stamrk.

Shorthy- after this First Flight with meil, Jack V. Elliot
was appointed as Temporsry Pystmaster at sed Lake. Mail wss
left, and picked up, st the Office.of H. E. Holland, the Mining
Recorder Office at Red L.ke. In J ne 1926 s log house wss
budlt for the Post Office and Bill Brown was aprointed Postmsster.
He had prebiously been & mail carrier snd carried msil once 3
week by dog tesm from Pine Ridge to #ted Lake,

TheJuly 1936 issue of "Pscific thilatelist" states that
Jack V. Elliot stemps were placed on sale st Post Offices in
Toronto,. and Winnipeg &nd "at other post offices". The stamps
of prior compsnies thad been available only st the post offices
in the District they served but it sppears that Jsck V. Elliot
stamps were more widely distributed. That post offices did sell
the stamps of ..3ir service compsnies was established when
Fairchild Air Tpansport Lyd. surrendered its msil contract in
April 1926. and the Government memorandum to Fstricis Airways
& Explorstion, Ltd., asked that Compsny to homour the stamps
of previous caerriers on mail routes and stated that the Post
Cffices had sold the stamps of such compsnies.

In Appil 1926, Jack V. Elliot merged his Gompsny with s
firm msnaged by Shermen Fairchild, of New York, and the resultant
company was called "ELLIOT-FAIRCHILD AIR SERVICE",

ESSAY or DISAPFROVED DESIGN

The Vesigner of this sticker is unknown but it was printed
by the Toromnto Star in Blue. It was imperforste with wide msrgins
on 8ll sides. The formet and size sheet is not known,

The number printed is not determined. “red Jarrett believed
that not more than 40 were printed and sbout half had been affixed
to prepsred covers before the design was disspproved. Unused copies
were reported to have been destroyed by Jasck V. Elliot. No copies
are known uncsncelled or off cover.
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The only known copies of this unspproved issue are those
on the covers prepered st Kitchener, Untsrio snd sent to
Rolling Portasge sfter the spproved stsmp had been plsced
cerefully on top of the unspproved stsmp.

All covers were addressed to Red Lske vid Rolling
Portsge and besr the usual rubber stsmp marking "KINORA £
Received/ Msr., 6, 1926 / RED LAKE " in four lines within
8 double-lined ovsl, Twis was spplied to both the front
eand the bsck of the cover. In sddition to this ovsl can-
cellation the stamp wes tied to cover by the Rolling Portage
cancel daste stamp. The Ceonsdisn postsge stamp on the face
of the cover was also cancelled in a8 similsr manner,

Detection of the unspproved stamp is possible by modern
ecguipment or by csreful removel of the top ( or spyroved)
stamp from the back of the over when the thickness of the
stamp srouses suspicion that there may be snother stemp
benesth it.

AUTHORIZED ISSU=S

There were two 1issues sapproved by the Post Uffice.
Both bsve the ssme format snd the seme design snd differ
only/in the bsckground design. Both issues were perforsted
11"3 4.

The nsme of the Designer is unknown. Both issues were
typeset printed by the Toronto Stser snd printed in Sheets
of 16 comprising two psnes of 8 stemps (4 x 2/ cut._spart st
the gutter. Some romplete sheets show that the psesnes were
printed tete-beche thus giving rise to tete-beche gutter psirse.

Each psne consists of Two horizontal rows of 4 stamps
and the bsckground wholly covers esch verticsel psir of stamps
lesving wide #hite mesrgins for the verticel perforstioms.
Gutter blocks have estsblished that the background was first
printed snd then the design of the stamp.

DESIGN: JInscriptions fremed in red lines border comprise
the design end sppear in 5 lines:- "JACK V. ELLIOT / AIR
SERVICE / FIRST / Red Lske <erisl Msil/ 1926".

_ Seosrating "AIR SZERVICE" from the other inscriptions sre
1wo rows of dots snd dasshes. L‘he regulsr differences of which
and the sppesrsnce of s rosette et the end of s line provide
constant verieties in each block of 4 stamps.

lst. sand 3rd. stemps:- both lines end in deshes;

2nd. and 4th. stemps:- Lines st Right end in & dot asbove
end s dash on lower line;

5th. and 7th. stsmps:- Upper line ends in s roses;te and
Lower line ends in s dash;

6th. and 8th., stamps:- Both lines end in & dot.

Tall "r" in "FAIRCHILD" is repested on 2nd. snd 4th. stamps.
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Iack V., Flliot - 5=~

A full meple lesf is in each corner of & stamp. Arranged
verticslly at each side is s ®ries of 4 smsller meple leaves.
+he individusl psrts of which do not entirely sgree on each
stemp, thus providing additionsl means of classification.

_ Steamps 2 and 4 slso have Two short Red dashes preceding
"Red Lske “#erisl Masil".

Stamps 5 end 8 hsve Two blobs instead of & leaf in the
Top smell maple lesf at Left side and Top smell maple lesf
on the Right is inverted, forming the "Joined Leaf" variety.

FIRST ISSUE
BACKGROUND: Zig Zag or Wavy Line background/

COLOUR: Red on Yellow paper. Wide vsriety of shades from
pale yellow to orange paper.
ISSUED: March 6, 1926. 150 sheets of 16 stemps cut into

Two panes of 8 stsmps. Totel of 2,400 stasmps.

VARIZTIES: Some experts think that the Imperforaste variety
is 8 FROOF rather than & sepsrate variety.
Imperforstes are known with double print impression
and with all 8 maple lesves inverted.,
Lete-beche Gutter psirs sre known both perforste
and imperforate.

SECOND ISSUE

BACKGROUND: Swastike background.

COLOUR: Redcon Yellow paper.

I5cUED: Msrch 25,1926. 250 penes. +‘total of 2,000 stamps.
VARIZTIES: Seme as in First Issue

IMPERFORATE: Top Left stsmp in Top R.w of Psne with "AIR
SZRVICE" inverted. <~tudy Group members report s
Double impression on Stesmps 3,4, 7 and 8. This
raises the gquestion of why not double impression
on 3ll the other stsmps in the pane.

THIRD ISSUE ESSAY

An originsl artist#s drswing of s proposed Third Issue with
a8 design similar to that of Elliot-Fairchild Air Service Specisl
Delivery stsmp was included in the auction of the John C.
- Cornelius collection held October 6, 1971, by 3Sissons.
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ELLIOT-FAIRCHILD sIR SERVICE, LTD.

during the period when Jsck V. Elliot was sctively
engaged in serisl photography, he got to know Shermsn
Fairchild who had developed the first resally workable
derisl cemera. Shermsn lster beczme the principsl shsre-
holder in Fsirchild Aircraft Compeny of Montresl. In Hsrch,
1926 when Jack V. Elliot was on a8 business trip to Montresl
and Toronto, he snd Shermsn Fairchild incorporsted ELLIOT=-
FAIRCHILD AIR SERVICE, LTD. which took over the JACK V.
ELLIOT AIR SERVICE.

Elliot-Feirchild Air Service, Ltd., flew its Curtiss
Jenny planes to Red Lake until the bresk-up of ice. As there
were no flosts for these planes in the Spring of 1926 the
Compsny chartered a 4-passenger Curtiss flying boast for use
in the Red Lske ares. 1t is this craft that was shown on
the oecond Issue of the Compsany's stamps.

The First issue of ELLIOT-FAIRCHILD AIR SERVICE, LTD.
sfamps asppesred aH M.rch 12,1926. The ezrliest known covers
with the Compsny stemps, however, was on the flight from
Rolling fortage to fted Lake on March 26,1926 and return
flight the ssame day. Stamps of the Jack V. Elliot Air
Service apparently were used until thst flight,

On March 12, 1926 , Howerd Wstt, flying & pessenger
from Lac Sgul crashed et -¥renchmen's Hesd on Lake Seul,
when he was msking a forced lending on the ice after losing
8ltitude in s heavy thick white hasze. When the plane hit
the ice tne undercarrisge buckled and both wings sheared
the fusilage with their impsct. HMarsculously, Pilot Watt
received only slight injuries but his pessenger who was
sitting in the forwsrd cockpit had both l:gs broken.

A prospector took both injured men to the temporary Red
Cross Hospital in Hudson, by dog team.

This sccident left the sir service with only one sircraft
and along list of impstient passengers. A month later the
chartered Curtiss flying boat srrived snd wss placed in
service.

In April 1926, the Compsny issued instructions that
letters franked with the Jack V. Zlliot Air Service stamps
snd the Elliot-Fairchild #ir Service Limited's First Issue
stamps were not to be accepted sand only the Company stamos
of the Second Issue were to be honoured. The stsmps of

the Second Issue are those with the Airplesne flying over

& motor bost.

The "Airmail Cstalogue of Csnads and Newfoundlsnd"
by O.W.R.Smith, Gordon Crouch snd Fred Jsrrett, 1929, ststes
that the Zditors had seen covers from which the stsmps of
the First Issue of Elliot-Fairchild Air Service, Ltd., had
been torn off but lesving pieces of such stamp in the
sttempted removsl and the Company's Blue "Special Air
Delivery" stsmp hed been affixed and cancelled.
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Elliot-Feirchild Air Service

The widened trsil between Hudson snd «ed L-ke enabled
teams snd trectcrs to operste during the warm weather.
Horses snd feed were ststioned salong the route st 20 mile
intervels. They were sble to casrry the hesvy mining machinery
thst the -small plenes could not trsnsport. There was also
8ir service competition from Fatricis Airways & Explorstion
Company, Ltd., which commenced operstions in that sres
in April, 1926. The rate dropped to 20¢ per pound for
pessemgers, freight asnd baggasge.

The fasre war began when ratricis Airwsys & cxplorstion
reduced the passenger fare from $1.00 per pound to 3100
per passenger that had been estsblished by Jack V. Elliot.
The campeting Air Service slso reduced rstes for flying
meil on July 7, 1l926.

In June,1926, Elliot-Feirchild Air Service, Ltd.
surrendered its msil contract. A letter from the Fost Office
Depsrtment to Postmasters in the Ked Leke Distruct stated
that srrsngements hsve been made by the rost Office with
the Patricia Compseny to temporarily csrry &ny letters besring
the Elliot & Fsirchild #ir Service stickers. Under the
srrengement the fost Office peid the Fatricis Compsny 25¢
for esch letter so carried. 1The Fost Office Depasrtment
gave @as its resson thet the Post Offices had sold over the
counter to the public stemps of Elliot-Fsirchild Air Service
so wes obligeted to furnish air service for letters
using such stasmps.

On Jyne 27, 1926 Pstricis Airwasys & Explorstion Ltd.
commenced to fly the sccumulsted msil wigich bore the stamps
of Elliot-Fsirchild Air Service. Such meil wss cancelled in
Blue or in Black with & 4-line cachet in & boxed rectangle
reading: "Pstricis Airwsys & Explorstion / Limited / JUNE 27,1526,
SICUX LOOKOUT, ONT." On some covers the Compsny stsmp wes
cancelled by 2 single line rubber stsmp resding "Ostricis
Airways & Explorstion, Limited".

Covers besring the stsmp of Elliot-F.,irchild =#ir
Service, ltd., sare known to have been honoured by Pstricis
Airways & Explorstion, Limited even after the latter Company
bad obteined sole service in thst asres. Also known is s
cover carried on s flight of western Csnads Airways dated
May 27, 1929 but this appears to have been s courtesy snd
its use wass not suthorized by the Casnsdian Fost Office.

According to the history of the ned Leke Mining Ares
by D.F.Psrrot, entitled "The Red Lpke Gold fysh" published
in 1964, Elliot-Fsirchild air Service during its existennce
carried 587 psssengers, 2,000 1lbé8 of freight and 800 lbs.
of eir meil. If this is correct then it would sppesr that
either few letters bore the Compeny stemps , or else the
quoted figure included percels on which no “Yompsny stamps
were regyired.

The Two issues of Company stamps were both printed
by the Toronto Star.
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Elliot-Fsirchild Air oervice

FIRST ISSUE

The design of the First Issue was basically the same
8s the approved issues of Jsck V. Xlliot Air Service . It
is believed that that the same pleates were used ss modi-
fied to sffect the nsme chsnge. Lthis was acccomplished by
burnishibg out yhe name of JACK V. ELLIOT and replacing it
with ELLIOT-FAIRCHILD in the Top inscription. The word
"FIRTT" was also eliminasted. The lsrge maple leaf at each
end f the linc was also removed. in the vignette, the
line "AIR SERVICE" and the lines above snd below it were
iowered 2 mms..

BACKGROUND: Only the swastiks background wss used.
PRINTED's In sheets of 16 cut into Two psnes of 8 stamps.

COLOUR: Red on Yellow backgrcund. As with the JACK V.
FLLICT stamps the Swastike Dbsckground was
printed on the Whité paper end then the design
was printed..

ESSUED: : Msrch 21,1926. 313 penes of 8, total of 2504 stamps.

VARIETIES: Seme &8s in JACK V. EZLLIOT AIR SERVICE with
respect to varistions in remsining maple lesves
and in endings of the various lines in design.

"AIR SERVICE" inverted. Number printed unknown.

IMPERFORATE: The gummed imperforate variety is believed
to have been 8 Proof. Nyne sre known on cover,

SECOND ISSUE

DESIGN: Company's Curtiss flying boat flying over s motor
boat on a Lake, The Pilot's arm is over the side
of the plsne ss if he hsd thrown 2 bag of meil
to the bost. Off the bow of the bosat sppears to
be the mail bsg@ flosting in the water. Below the

boat in s scroll is "SPECIAL AIR DELIVERY".

COLOUR: Blue on Yellow swastike bsckground. White wove psper.

FRINTED: In sheets of 16 cut into Two psnes of 8 (4 x 2)
before sale to the public. Totsl of 5,600 stamps.

ISSUED: In April ,1926. First Flight with these stamps
on cover was April 15,1926 between folling Fortage
and Red Lske, :

VARIETIES: 50 Sheets were printed in which otamp No.4 was
inverted giving rise to possible 5C tete-beche
horizontal peirs.

Some unsevered sheets were sold.fo the rublic
giving rise to 4 tete-beche gutter pairs in a sheet.,

IMPERFORATE: The gummed imperforate vsriety is believed
to be a8 PROCOF.

PROCFS: Black and Yellow snd Red on Yellow Imperdorste
Proofs printed in sheets of 16 cut into Two
penes of 8 (4 x2) on gummed psper have been reported.
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ZLLIOT-FAIRCHILD AIR TRANSPORT, LIMITLD

After Jeck V. Zlliot had withdrswn from sssociation
with Shermsn Fsirchild, e new compsny wes incorporsted to
take over the business of Elliot-Fzirchild Air bervice, Ltd.
For the sake of good will and to teke sdvsntsge of the nsme
recognition, it was decided to retsin the nsme "Elliot" in
the corporste title of the new compsny. thus the new company
was cadlled "ELLIOT-FAIXCHILD AIR TRANSPORT LIMITED".

Cn Jyne %; 1926 the Company moved its operstions from
the Hed Lake istrict to the halleybury-Rouyn Mining ares.
Bases were meintsined at both Hsileybury end Rouyn.

A new design wes selected for the stsmps. This showed
e flying boet flying over the Rouyn gold fields sres.

The Compeny obteined suthorizetion from the Post Cffice
for the issuence of its stamps snd these were issued on
August 13, 1926.

The stamps were printed in sheets of 10 stamps snd
cut into strips of 5 verticsl stamps. All have vertical
streight edges and sare perforsted 12 Dbetween the stamps.
In 2ddition, the Top and Bottom stamps in esach strip of
5 stemps heve @& straight edge resvtectively st Tap or-
Bottom,

The nsme of the stamp designer end of the rrinter
bave not been ascertained.Relieved to be the Toronto Stsr.

The stsmps were printed in Red. According to Isn C.
Morgan's cstalogues of Csnadian semi-Yfriicisl airmeil
Stsmps, there were two Printings. Other cstslogues list
only one variety and regar s?ages gs resultlng from
different printings. # TOt3 00 stamps weTe printed.

Members of the Study Group report that they have in
their collections:

VARIZTIZS: Psle Red. Lerge perfs. Ususlly found on flown
covers; and

Deep Red. Fine perfs. These were the stamps that
spparently were "remcinders" when the Cc.pany
went out of existence.

PROOFS: Lasrge Die Proof - Black on light csrd. Copy sold
in October 6, 1971 Auction Sz2le of J.N.Sissons
of the John C. Cornelius collection. & r~opy wss
also sold in the suction of Dr. R. Hassbrouck
Shrady collection.

FIRST FLIGHT with stemps flown Aug.l3,1926 from Rouyn to
halleybury end return.
Some covers with these stsmps were postmsrked
Aug.12,1926 but were held for the flight the next day.
Some covers carried on that First Flight bore no
compeny stemps but were signed by Glyn R. Burge,Pilot
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FAIRCHILD AIR TRANSPORT LIMITE

Within s month of the incorporstion of Elliot-Fairchild
Air lpransport, Limited, the Compsny changed its name to
FAIRCHILD AIR TRANSPORT, LIMITED, It was a2 subsidiary of
Fairchild Aerisl Surveys (of Csnads) Ltd. =hortly after-
wards Fairchild Avistion Limited wss formed by combining
Fairchild Aerial ~urveys (of Csnads) Ltd., snd Fsirchild
Air Tpensport, Limited. In December, 1926 Mr. James
Richardson made s substantisl investment in the Compeny
and became a Director.

The Compeny's main business was aserial surveys,
but it slso operated s bi-weekly 2ir saervice between
Haileybury and Rouyn snd 8lso -"sérved ss a ssles outlet

for the Americsn made Fasirchild sircraft.

The merged compsny subsequently becsme Internstionsl
Alrways of Censds, Ltd., which, in the Fsll of 1928, bought
control of the old Csnads Airways Ltd., of Montresl, which
earlier had scquired control of FPastricis Airwsys & Explors-
tion,. Limited. In turn, Internationsl Airwsys of Csnasdas,Ltd.,
was acquired by Jemes A. Richardson's new Canadisn
Airwsys Limited -- the one that issued its semi-officisl

air meil stamps in 1932,

FPairchild Air Trensport Limited received suthori-
zstion from the Fost Office Depsrtment to issue stsmps for
use on meil it carried between Haileybury and kogyne.

Two issues of the Compsny stsmps were printed by
the Toronto Star. Both were printed with the ssme design
and differed only in colour snd in the plate format.

The design of the stamps was similsr to that of
Elliot-Fairchild #ir Tpansport Limited, except the Top
penel has "FAIRCHILD" replscing "ZLLICT-F:iIRCHILD" and
the dates on esch side of centrsl design replaced by
"HAILEZYBURY" on the Left and "ROUIN" on the night panel.

The stamps were printed in sheets of 10 (5 x 2)
stamps and perforated down the centee forming Two strips
of 5 stamps, Bech strip of stemps wes perforsted 1ll-3/4
between the stamps. Thus each stamp has & strsight edge
verticelly and in sddition the Top snd Bottom stamps of
each strip heve strsight edges respectively at Tap or
Bottom. No stamps of the First Issue were used on cover..

The First Issue , ultrsmsrine, was printed
end delivered to the Compeny which did not like the
colour snd ordered a3 new Issue in Dsrk Blue snd the

formet of the plate was chonged., None of the stamps
of the First Issue were sold to the Iblic while the

Compsny was in existence.Appsrently they were soldé along
with the remsinders of the Second Issue after the Company

cegsed its msil operstions.
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Feirchild Trensport

Both the First snd the second issues of the stemps
of the Compsny were delivereé to the Compsny on October 20,192f

FIRST ISSUE-- Ultrsmarine

There were Two rrintings of the First Issue. Some
experts regard the stamps of the First Issue &s being
"PROOFS" since they were not placed on public sale.=-~

First Printing:- 15 sheets of 10 stemps or a totsl of
150 stemps were printed: from s trisl plate
layout in which one row of stesmps wes
printed inverted thus cresting some verticsl
tete-beche pesirs. 3Stsmps of this First
Printing of the First Issue, should be
collected only in peirs, blocks or entire
plates so ss to esteblish their suthenticity.
In addition these stemps hsve fine clean
perforstions. :

Second Printing:-
500 sheets of 10 stamps. Dies were so placed
on sheets thst sll Left hend stsmps sre normsl
end 8ll Right hand stamps sre inverted. Thus
cresting only Horizontsl tete-beche psirs.
The stemps of this printing Lave ,rough pér-= - -,
forations with' the holes hsving sragged look.

SECOND ISSUE -~ Dark Blue

COLOUR: Dark Bjlue. 500 sheets of 10 stamps, total 5,000 stemps.

FORMAT: rrinted in Sheetslof 10 stemps ( 5 x 2). Dies so
placed that in Rows 1, 3 and 5 the stasmps sre
in normsl position snd the stemps in Rows 2 and
4 zre sll inverted. Thus cresting bath Verticsl
and Horizontsl tete-beche peirs.

VARIETY: Studv Group members report that some sheets
were printed «+ith only One row of inverted
stemps. These should be collected only in s sheet.

In the H.. . Hermer, Inc., suction of the col-
lection of Dr. R. Hasbrouk Shredy, held Nov.lS§,
1966, there was 2 sheet of Len of the Derk Blue
Second Issue with & checkerbosrd formst in which
stemps 1, 4, 5, 8 and 9 sre normal 2nd stemps

2, 5, 6, 7 eard 10 were inverted. Thus making
possible both Horizontsl and Verticsl tete-beche
peirs.
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Fsirchild Air Trsnsoport
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ESTEVAN - WINNIPEG FLIGHT - 1924

_To promoté the Eg=evean District , Ssskatchewsn, s group
of bsteven businessmen including Messrs. Calin A. Menlove,
C. D. Griffith, Donsld Dunber, Corp. E. D. Fryett, of North
Portal, Ssskatchewsn and Lt. Edgsr A. ‘Alton, & bernstorming
Pilot who mede his home in Msnitobs, orgsnized s flight from
Estevsn to Winnipeg snd obtsined the sporovel of the Post Office
Depsrtment to the issusnce of & Specisl Sticker for use on
that flight.

The use of the specisl ®ticker on the msil csrried on
the flight was not s necessity snd neither wss the use of the
Souvenir cover both of which were issued and sold as s mesns
of reising money.

The flight wes mede on Uctober 1, 1924, Before the scheduled
stert of the flight, Pilot &dgsr A. Alton msede s preliminsary
ssceht and circled the Town of Zsteven snd his mechsnic."Slim"

who was not onlys good mechanic but & dsring stunt msen ' doing
such fests as wslking on the wing while the plone was flying
8t sbout 2,000 feet. This entertsinment ended snd the plane
lsnded st the air field snd picked up & sack of meil which
Fostmaster C. D. Griffith hed had brought to the field.

The plsne left &steven at 9:00 A.M. and wss due st
Brsndon st 10:30 A.M. for refueling, snd scheduled to srrive
8t Winnipeg at 12:35 P.M.. Over Bienfeit, Ssskstchewsn, the
plene developed engine trouble snd Pilot Alton set his plsne
down in & field Esst of thet Town but ran into e concesled
rock pile smashing both wings of the plsne. The meil was then
cerried by the Filot to the Fostoffice where it wes sent by
trein to Winnipeg.

The covers csrried on thkis flight sre catalogued by the
Americen Air Msil Society as "Crash Covers”.

Msajor =Richard K.Mslott in his srticle on this Flight
thet sppesred in BNA TOPICS, November, 1974 ssys that there
were 1926 envelopes flown with about 500 besring the specisl
stickers or stsmp;slso & few envelopes besring U.S. postage
stamps postmsrked at Wahpeton, North Dskots, Sept. 26, 1924.

Ihe story s to these Wshpeton covers &ccording to the
Sponsors of the flight is thst s friend of Postmsster C.D.
Griffith wses visiting him and when he was told of the proposed
flight wanted to send s letder from his home town to be
carried on the flight. The only way that this wss possible
was to hsve the P,ystmaster st Weshpeton 8ffix snd csncel the
U.S. stemps sand send the covers so cencelled under separste
cover to the Postmaster at Esteven to put into the lMasil sack
to be carried on thset Flight.These did not besr the Specisl stickers.

LThe severel thousand Souvenir envelopes which were printed
for the Flight did not require spprovel by the fostsl suthorities
end were sold &8s Souvenirs by the Estevsn Chsmber of Commerce.
Msny exist unused..

The ©pecisl stickers, or stsmps, were sold for $1.0Q esch.

The design sdvertised the City of Esteven snd the rich
cosl bearing sres of Saskstchewsn, -
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DESIGNER: Donsald Dumbar, zZditor of Istevan M=ZRCURY.
PRINTER; Estevsn MERCURY
COLOUR: - Black on Red Paper.

FRINTING: In verticsl psnes of Two
stamps. Cut spsrt before
sale to public. Imperforste.

Upper stamp of each psne
has a wide spacing between
"E" and "W" of "SASKATCHEWAN",

DESIGN: Aeroplane above city of Estevsn, with cosl mine,
shaft and tipple and miner st work on face of coal
seam, Between Wiew of city snd cosl sesm is the
inscription:"First Saskstchewsn serisl M. il".

Below the coal seam in 2 Lines is "ESTEVAN -WINNIPEG/
1st. OCTOBER - 1924",

FACE VALUE: 31.00
TOTAL FRINTING: 1028 stamps. Plate was defaced sfter printinge.

Mr. Colin A.. Manlove, one of the sponsors pf the £flight gsve
. Mr, N.A.Pelletier, Editor of BNAPS TOPICS this breskdown:-
950 stamps used on flown covers; 50 pairs retasined;
6 inverted (peirs); 4 stamps without inscription.
62 mint stamps remained.

He 8lso told Mr, Pelletier that there was a total

of 1128 Pilot signeq covers: - Stamped and Unstamred
100 covers; WAHPETON N.D,:= 4 covers of which 2 were signed
by the EFilot. 2 were kept by the Pilot and 2 by Postamster,
Griffith.These were franked with U.S. Postage dsted post-
merked WAHETON, N.D. Sept.26,1924. The plane carried 1926
covers, thus the unstamped must be 975 covers.

PROOFS: 2 Froofs with "AIRIAL" spelling sre known. Originslly
one verticsl peir, now sepsrated. The spelling of
"AIRIAL™ was changed to AERIAL in the stamps snd thus
arose the spacing variety.

VARIETIES: Wide specing between "E" emnd "W" ... S544 stamps.
Wording reversed - 6 pairs (12 stemps).
Without Wording: - Missing Inscription 4 stamps
(1 known on cover).
Inverted Inscription st top of stsmp (number unknown).
Imperforeste Pair: Uriginslly 50 psars retained but
12 pairs were destroyed leaving 38 pairse.

Members of the Study Group heve reforted:-
l. Some of the regulsr spacing stamps have the drcle or loop
st left margin extending into the vignette so as to join
the Two clouds. Whenever this asppesars it is also noted that
the extreme left building on the Esteven skyline is incomplete.

2. In the veriety with the uide pacing there is no circle or
loop connecting: the clouds snd sll buildings on the Estevsn
skyline are complete, ‘
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Estevan-Winnipeg

3. All mint stamps heve gum but some hsve lettering rising
to the Left and others hsve the lettering descending
to the night.

4, H. L. Benner believes thst there were two printings.
zd. R;gbardson thinks that that there wes only one.
he thinks thet the background wss printed in one
setting and the lettering with another setting and
thaet the two shades of Red reported weee csused by
re-inking of the plste..

SPECIAL SQUVENIR COVERS

Specisl envelopes size 6-7/8 x 4-5/8 inches.

Left hsnd side carried inscription: "This Letter -
corried vis seroplsne - from Esteven, Sesk. - to - Winnipeg,
Men. Pilot - Flight Lieut. E.A.Alton". Occupying full height
and width of 1X" next to &t st top is " By Air Msil First Flight."
A Blue rubber stesmp impression of & bi-plsne follows.

Letters casrry 3¢ on regulsr Csnsdisn postage stamps
cancelled with ovel rubber stemp, "Vis seroplsme - Oct. 1,1924
Esteven, Sask."

Resr of Cover carries advertisement and mep of Souris
Cosl - &stevsn Brieyx and Prasirie Nurseries.”

BACK STAMPED: Winnipeg 10:30 P.M. » Oct. 1, 1924 with C.D.S.
snd slogen "Your Festmen Sells Stsmps”". -

FLOWN COVERS: Covers without stemps -- 496 covers
Covers without stsmps -- Filot signed
Covers with stesmp snd Pilot signed -~ 500 covers
Cover with ordinary envelope but with stamp
has been reported.
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GRAND ARMY OF CANADA - UNITED VZTZRANS

The Grsnd Army of Canads Society was running & Vernival
in Toronto 1in 1920 to rasise funds Ior @ permenent iemorisl.
One of the sttractions st the Carnivsl was to be a flight
between Toronto snd Hsmilton, Ontario -- s distance of asbout
35 miles -~ which would carry letters bearing s specisl
stamp of the Society.

In Mey, 1920 -- Grand 4rmy of Csnads - United Veterans
obtained the spprovel of the Post Officeto the issusnce of
its label to be saffixed to meil carried on that Carnival
geriasl flight. The stamps were sold st the Carnival ®ooth
of the Society and at the ~ociety's quarters in Toronto and
Hemilton for 31.00 each. Only s few were sold and the Carnival
fadled to rasise the expected money. '

The flight was made as scheduled., The plane wss s Curtiss
girplsne piloted by Arthur K. Colley, s pioneer Canadian
Filot and he wasaccompsnied by W. C. Landrigsn, who opersted
the Colley Air Service. It took off from Toronto at 4:00 P.M.
Msy 28, 1920 snd landed st Hsmilton 8t spproximately 4:45 P.M.
The return flight was made between 6:00 and 7:00 p.m. the
seme day. Only 24 letters were carried from Hgmilton to
Toronto and only 5 covers on the flight from Toronto to
Hamillton..

The times shown on the flown covers do not accord with
the times shown on csncellations because the mail had to
be posted st the Rost Office and then taken to the air field
and softer the plane lsnded st its destination the meil bag
was taken to the Fost Office where the =Heceiving mark wss
applied to the covers carried on the flight.

According to Mr. John =. Young, the cover cserried
from Hamilton to Loronto is postmesrked "EAMILTON, ONT., 3 P.M.
MAY 28,1920" og its face and heand-stamped "VIA AZROFLANE"
in viole®t.. The ©~pecisl Stamp was cancelled on the reverse of
the cover -by the back-stamp "TORONTC, ONT. Msy 28 - 7:30 P.M.
1920"., ‘Both cancels, front and back, include six wavy lines
to the right of the dastes. The hand-stamp "VIA AEROFLANE"
is spproximstely SO mm by % mm,

the Grand Army of Csonads stamp was printed on White
wove paper., Ferforasted 1llX x 12. The colour of the design
was printed in Black snd the centrsl design shows a bi-plane
flying asbove the clouds. The numersl of value $1.00 printed:
8t the base of the side psnels were blocked out prior to
the sale of the £amps to the public. This was done to accord
with Fostal fegulations reletive to specisl private stamps.

Lhe stesmps were printed in horizontal strips. Mgst
suthorities sassert that the stamps were issued in strips
of 5 stamps but measurement of the genuine stamps indicate
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Grend Army of Csnsds -2-

thet the figure of Five stamps to a strip are probably
besed on the messurevent of s counterfeit snd thet the
correct formst was Horizontasl strips of Four stamps.

The size of the Genuine stamp
is 43 mm by ©67% mm. Perfs
included.

The size of the Yesign is
33% mm by 56 mm - including
the Vuter points.

The "$1 " Denominstion is
blocked out in Black. The
dimensions of the Block being
5% mm by 3% mm.

The number of stsmps issued have
been variously reported ss
being 35, 40 and 50.

FORGERIES: Meny forgeries exist.
Some have even been suthenti-
casted. These forgeries sre
smeller then the genuine stamp
end values hsve not been blacked
out. Unspccessful efforts have
been mede to recsll the improper
suthenticstions issued for the

forgeries,

.'O’OI.;Q.

s A e,
0009090-000e000 10990000v%0%0009vs00000

vvvvv"" A AD 2

~



KLONDIKE AIRWAY5, LIMITED

In October, 1928 T. C. Ricwards and W. Phelps wwho ran s
freight and trucking business between whitehorse, Mayo and
Dawson City snd had had s mail contract over that route for
several yesrs, bought & small sirplane snd orgsnized the
KLONDIKE AIRWAYS, LIMITED., ©They operated in the ~istrict
for sbout 1% months.

They hired Mr. T. G. Stephens, who had former'’y been a
pilot with Yukon Airways & Explorstion Compeny, Itd., as
their Pilot. Mr. Stephens lster becsme an Avistion Inspector.

In December,1928 Klondike Airways Limited received 3
contract from the Post Office to carry mesil, at regular pastage
rates and the Compsny stamps apcear to have become wnnecessary.

The First Flight with mail was from Dgwson to Whitehorse
with intermediste stops at wernecke, heno 2ill s.d Mayo
Landing. According to the article "Csnadisn Air Mails - Zarly
Fioneer snd Semi-officisl Flights" by Jobn B. Marriott, which
was comments on a8 display from Eer M3 jesty's Collection at
the Royal Philatelic Society, London, on October 8, 1970
the Compsny reported that ©50 lbs. of msil were carried on
this First Flight, most of it being parcel post. However, no
flown covers have been seen.

Covers besring the Company stemps are known postmarked
Msyo Landing, Yukon, April 18, 1929 snd slso Whitehorse,
Yukon, Merch 8, 1929. On these covers the Compsny stamps were
on the face of the covers and the covers also bore the
usual Cgnadisn postage stemps of that period. Tne covers were
backstsmped st New York. It would seem that these were just
souvenir covers of the Kjondike routesince the routes were
being served under 3 meil contract at regulsr postage rstes.

The nsme of the Designer snd the Printer of the Company
stamps have not been determined. But asccording to Ism C.
Morgan there were Two Brintings:- One in Light Blue snd the
other in 8 Dsrker Blue. The First Printing was made in sheets
of 8 cut into Two strips of four ( 1 x 4); The Second Frinting
was in large sheets and cut into strips of Four ( 1 x 4).
There was 3 total lssue of 5,000 stemps printed. The stamps
wexre rouletted between snd have straight edges =t the sides.

FROOF: Dsrk Blue imperforste on White paper.

VARIETIES: =cxtrs strut on wing of plane on stamp at the-
Bottom of the strip.

Mjssing strut on sirplsne wing.

Vergicasl tete-beche psirs. At least one sheet
had the Left hand stsmp inverted.
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LAURENTIDE AIR SERVICE LIMITED

Laurentide #ir Service Limited wss the first compsany to
be suthorized by the Mirister of Posts of Cenads to issue its
own %abels for prepsyment of postaege on mail carried over its
own lines.

In 1919, tpe St. Msurice Forestry Protective #ssocistion
comprised of owners or operators of timber 1limits in the
St. Mezurice River Vslley, orgenized s forestry protective
Batrol with s bsse at Lac & ls Tortue, near Grend Mere, Quebec,
perations included trensportstion of persomnel, patrolling
for forest firs, serisl photogrsphy snd ascerteining timber
limits. During l§19, 1920 snd 1921 most of these services
were performed by the Lsurentide Company, one of the timber compsnies

By the end of 1921 the Lsurentide Compsny decided it did
not went to operste its own 38ir service but to buy flying
time, 3s needed. With the finsncisl backing of +‘homss ddiy
of Montresl snd with H. D. Wildhire, of the Hdsll Engineering
Works, Montresl, ss Msnsger Director, & new compsny, Laurentide
Air Service Limited wss formed..

The new compsny continued the work formerly supervised
by Lsurentide Compsny. It slso oktsined substsntisl contrscts
from the Ontario grovincial Government end Fsirchild “erisl
Surveys Compeny for serisl photogrephy snd mspping the sres.

Discovery of gold nesr Rouyn, Quebec, set-off s gold
mining rush in the Summer of 1924. Soon there were half-s-dazen
developing mining camps to be served with food,suppiies,
mining equipment, mechinery snd workers snd meil snd ore to be
transported quickly. Air tresnsport provided delivery in hours
for whst had required weeks to cerry kyxfmmk over 100 miles
ofrough terrsin by <foot and csnoe,

In lste Summer of 1924, Lsurentide Air Service Limited
sought permission from the Minister of Posts to carry meil
on its flights to the Rouyn gold fields and to issue its own
privete labels to prepey postsge on such msil. On September 1,1924
suthorizstion wes received for the compeny to carry such msil
between Hiileybury, ' Gnts 'end- sAngliers (laterccalled Rouyn,) Quebec.

The suthorizstion stated thst such privete Air Msil
Labels were to have no stasted face vslue and were to be saffixed
to the reverse of the envelope with the Canadisn Postage
Stamps to be 8ffixed to the face of the envelope. The suthori-
zation further stated that the msil wss to be sent at the
Sender's sole risk snd that the entire fee from the ssle of
the compsny stickers would be retsined by the compsny involved.

The company charge for mail waes 25¢ per letter in
addition to the First Class Postage of the Csnadisn Gobernment.
There was no meil contract. The rate for freight was 20¢ per
pound with & minimum chsrge of $2.50.

The Compsny opersted regulsrly scheduled flights between
Hsileybury, Ontsrio snd the Rouyn mining sres. This wss the
first reguiar 8ir meil route over C,nedisn territorye.
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Laurentide #ir Service cont'd

ISSUES

Laurentide Air Service, Limited had FOUR Issues of its
lsbels. All were designed by J.M. Meekinson snd all were
engraved by British snd Colonisl Pbess, Ltd., snd recess-
printed by Dodd Simpson Press, Ltd., Montresl.

FIRST ISSUE
ISSUED: August 30, 1924
COLOUR: Green
ROULETTED: At Left side of stamp.

ISSUE: Totsl of 200 stsmps issued in
25 booklets of 8 stamps.
4 psnes of 2 stamps to s booklet.

DDSPOSITION: 18 booklets held in lMontresl snd 7 booklets sent
to Compsny bsse 2t H-ileybury, Ontsrio.
56 stemps sre ssid to heve been "postally used"
on letters csrried by Compsny plsnes.
FIRST FLIGHT: with stemps made on September 11,1924 from
Heileybury, Ontario to Rouyn, Quebec.

SECOND ISSUE

ISSUED: September 5, 1924
COLOUR: Derk Green

ROULEITED: At Topr snd Bottom
ISSUED: In Booklets of 8 stamps

4 Pgnes of 2 staemps.
Tyvere were Two Printings:-

FIRST PRINTING: Booklets hsed printing on FRONT cover only.
No neme of Printer on Booklet.
165 Books of 8. Totsl of 1320 stamps.

SECOND PRINTING: Bright D.rk Green., Back cover of Booklet printed:
"Designed snd Printed by Dood -Sumpson fress,
Ltd. Montresl". (Compsny nsme mis-spelled,.
300 books.of 8. +‘otsl of 2,400 stamps.

DISPOSITION: Isn C. Morgsn ssys in his Specislized Cstslogue
of Cgnadisn Airmsil S¢emps, 1934-1936 Edition,
that 1150 stamps were held in Montresl and 411 st~aps
were sent to H,ileybury. Whst happened to the
belsnce is unclesr.

Stsmps of the 1lst., 2nd. and 3rd. Issues were_issued
in Booklets of 8 stamps made up of Four Verticel Pairs.
The Esirs were rouletted at the Left side snd through
the mergin between the two stamps. Thus stamps come with
s straight edge st Right and Top or else at Right and Bottom.
On the outside of the Booklet covers asppesred instructions
for use and cost of the stemps printed in the colour of the
stamps - Green. Necessitsted becsuse Fostsl négulations seid
that vslue must not sppeer on Compsny stamps. Placed verticslly
on Right side of “ooklet cover was "This Book contains
8 stemps. Vslue 25c each."
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Laurentide Air Service cont'd.

: The insuguration of the Ontario Provincisl Air Service
by the Ontario Provincial Government in 1924 was 3 serious
blow to the Laurentide Air Service Limited becsuse a large
part of its business had been for the Province of Ontario.
when the aversge load of passengers and freight did not yield
8 satisfactory teturn in 1925, the Compsny ceased its
operations,

On May 18, 1925 the operations of Laurentide 4ir
Service Limited were taken over by Northern Air Service,Ltd.,
8 competing compsny thst had been orgaenized by B. W. Brostch,
8 former pilot of the Laurentide #ir cervice Limited from
which he had also bought his plane.

Further information on Laurentide 4ir Service
Limited, may be had from the following excellent articles:=-
"A History of Laurentide Air Service" by K.M. Molson in
Canadisn Aeronsutics and Spsce Journsl - Sept. 1970.

"Laurentide Air Service, Ltd. = Commercisl Pioneer" by Hugh A.
Haliday -- Canadiasn Geographicsl Journsl - april, 1970.

"Early History of Laurentide Air M_ il Service’' - Schedules, Rates
and Maps" compiled by Msjor R. K. Malott. -- BNAP TOPICS,

Fab.~- March snd April, 1975.
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Laurentide Air Service

THIRD ISSUE
ISSUED: October 2, 1924
COLOUR: Red
ROULETTED: At Top and Bottom
DESIGN: In the centrsl design there

has been added to the Sun
"Canada - 1924",

ISSUED: In Booklets of 8 stamps
4 psnes of 2 stamps.

NUMBER PRINTED: 270 Books. ‘otal of 2160 stamps

DISFOSITION: Held st Montresl, 1460 stamps
3 Sent to Haileybury, 300 stamps

Sent to Three Rivers, 400 stamps, of which

286 were reported by Ish C. Morgsn to have

been sold.
PROOFS: A Red ink impression on hesvy card stock, trimmed
to stamp mergin has been reported.
FOURTH ISSUE
ISSUED: October 2, 1924
COLOUR: Red
PRINTED: In sheets of 20.
150 sheets. Total 3,000
stamps.

PERFORATION: Perf. 11% on all four sides.
DISPOSITION: Not determined.

COMPANY CANCEL: Double lined rectangle - 24.6 x 16 mms.
TRANS~-CANADA FLIGHT
1925
VANCOUVER-MONTREAL

was used on a Specisl Flight
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LONDON TO LONDON oTaMF

The ill-fated London to London flight in September,1927
crested Csnsds's rsrest semi-officisl sir msil stsmp. Since
mail wes to be carried on that flight, Mazor Moore of
London, Onterio swore in the two pilots, Terence Tully sand
James victor Medcslf, as 6fficisl Cerriers of Mail.

The plsne cslled "Sir John Carling" wss to carry & meil
bag of 97 letters. The envelopes were cancelled on
August 29, 1927 prior to the first sttempt st the flight,
but the flight wes turned basck by fog nesr Kingston. Another
sttempt was made s few days later and the covers given s
Second cencellation on ~eptember 1, 1927 st London, Ontario.
Somebhow one lstter wses not put bsck into the msil pouch.
This letter and three or four mint copies sre the only
genuine copies of this philstelic gem,

The flight was sponsored by Carling Breweries of
London, Ontario, who supplied the sirplsne and offered
825,000 for s successful completion of & London to London
flight by & Censdisn or British pilot.

A Specisl stesmp for use om meil cserried by Pilots
Tully snd Medcslf wss aspproved by the Csnadisn Post Office
on August 18,1927 snd wes printed under Government inspection
sand held in Bond until the dsy of use snd the lithographic
stone wss then destroyed.

The Post Office Pepsrtment prepsred s specisl
csncellstion die resding "Air Meil / London, Censds -London,
Englend, 29th Aug. / 44 A.M. / 1927 7 Csnade Postmark -
AIR MAIL snd 1927 sre in heavy type.

10 steamps had to be deposited in the Government
srchives., Prime Minister King and the Governor Genersl
of Csnads srrsnged for letters to be csrried to King George
in London, &nglsnd, using those stamps deposited st Qttaswa.

The London newspsper notice, Aug. 19, 1927, ssid
"4 Select few additional 1letters will slso be csrried but
the quantity of msill must be rigidly limited to svoid
excess weight".

FLIGHTS: Aug. 29,1927: -Left London, Ontsbio. Plasne retu_ned
due to gog near Kingston.

Sept.l, 1927 - London to Caribou, Msine where
. plane wss forced down by fog.

Sept.5, 1927 -- Portlsnd, Msine to St.Johns,
Newfoundlsnd.

Sept.6, 1927 - St. Johns,Newfoundland destinel for
ndon, “nglend. Plsne venished st ses.

NOTES: This flight is fully written up in the Holmes 1Oth.
Ldition snd in sn srticle by Hugh Hsllidy "The Flight
of the Pir John Carling" in BNA TOPICS. / Sept.l974.
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London to London cont'd.

DESIGNER
FRINTER:
PAPER:

STAMPS

Not identified.
Ray Lawson Lithogrsphing Co.
Commercisal woven white paper.

PERFORATIONS: 12

PRINTING:

Lithography. 100 copies s2id to have been run-off.

10 copies given to Government srchives in Ottaws.
A few were sold and the residue sre said to have
been destroyed by Postal Officisls who had super-
vised the printing of the stamp and the destruction
of the lithograsphic plate.

STAMP DESIGN: Fortzeits of pilots, Caspt. Yerry Tully and

Lt. Joames Medcslf and the plane, "Sir Hohn

' Carllng" - 3 “tinson Monmoplane with 2 #right

€O0LOUR:

Whlrlw1nd Motor on words "LCONDCN TO LONDON"
and top view of side showing flight psath ,

Green and Yellow

DENOMINATION: 25¢

FORMAT:

FORGERIES:

FACSIMILES:

Printed in sheets of &
stamps..

A slightly smsller facsimile,
Black printing o= White paper. -
Green sunset.. Perforsted 1l2.

In 1926, A.C.Rpessler, s stamp desler in Esst
Orange, New Jersey, offered facsimiles made
from a photograph of s photogrsph of originsl
stemp. These were offered by him in his ad-
vertisements; as "Space fillers to be put in
your album instesd of lesving..® blank space
since you will never be sble to sfiord to own
8 genuine copy." Priced st 75¢ and he also
offered them on envelopes besring Canasdisan
First Class Postage carried by Western Cenads
Airwsys, Ltd. plsné in 1926 ss "A Souvenir of

the ill fated Sir John Cerling flight".

The portrasits snd plsne are poorly executed.

There are no details of the plsne and no back-
ground behind the portrsits of the pilots snd
no sunset,



S MARITIME AliD NEWFOUNDLARD AIRWAYS : .
By-- f

HAUGHTON E. SANGUINETTI X
..... (Published in BNAPS TOPICS in lMey=-June,1978)

In 1930, Kr. J. R. Mc Cowan, of Sydney, Nova Scotis, orgsnized
8 company to engsge in"serisl trasasportation snywhere znd any
time." Using Fokker equipment which wss kept 8t & flying field
in North Sydney.

This company had no connection with MARITIME AIRLINE
which wes sacquired by Csnsdisn Airlines in 1925. The Compsany
operated 8 privete chasrter service sand was incorporsted ss
"MARITIMz & NEWFOUNDLAND AIRWAYS,LTD.".

with the backing of A. C. Roessler, & stamp desler in East
Orsnge, Bew Jersey, U.S.A. tns Compsny rlanned to operate a8 mail
and express service between Sydney, iNova Scotis, snd St. Joka,
Newfoundland with stops 8t the French islesnd of S5t. Pierrs.

1t sought permission from the Postsl suthorities to issue
its own sdhesive stemps for use on meil carried on the Compsny
plene. No permission or suthorizstion wss received from any of
these Governments. :

Despite this set-back, the Compeny hsd stsmps printed in
the United Stastes snd offered them for sale to the publice.
Announcement was msde of @& proposed insugursl flight for
December .15, 1930 end covers zfor the Ilight were prepsred.
The Zflight wss postponed while the Compsny continued trying .
to get Government ssnction for the stsmps and for the servics. ‘
Finslly, in August 1931, ths Compsny plane left North Sydney
with sbout 1,000 covers besring the Compsny adhesiwve. A reletively
few of the covers bore sany Government postage stasmps. But no
Government spproval or authorization for the Compsny stsmps hsd
been received. '

The covers carried on the <£flight from North Sydmey to
St. Pierre were csncelled with the Compeny wasncellstion:- 3 single
circle 22.5 millimeters in dismter with the words "AIR MAIL -
CANADA TO ST. PIZRRE = AUG. 1931" eround the inner frasme &nd
"FIRST FLIGET" in Two lines in center of the cancel.

A cachet wes applied <to these covers by s rubber hsundstsmp
reading "FIRST FLIGHT INAUGURALING AIR MiIL SERVICE" between the
inner and outer circle 2nd inside the inner circle wss a map of
the ares and the words "ST.PIERRE FRANCE TO ST. JOHEN'S NEXXTHWEEIWEX
NFLD CANADA",

The plsne orrived in St. 7ierre in AuBust 1931 snd <The
¥z covers were taken to the rFost office but were refused entry
to the msils. The Compzny then left the covers in the custody of
the Postsl suthorities, awaiting permission for the use of the
Compsny adhesives. This was never received snd in 1934 the
Compeny brought the letters bsck to North Sydmey snd returned
the covers to the senders with s hand-stamped explanstion signed
by J.R. McCowan, applied to the reverse of the covers.

Some oZ the returned covers were postmerked "POSTAGE DUE 24w"
Most of +the covers were returned to A.C.Roessler. »
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Maritime & Newfoundland -2-

Covers bearing stomps of Msritime & Newfoundlsnd Airwsys
sre sometimes encountered frsnked with stamps of Csnada
on the face of the cover snd postmarked st Sydney, and
with Compsny stemp on reverse side, purporting to be genuinely
flown covers but these were sdmitted to the meils ss
Ordinsry postage with the Company stzmp on the back having
no validstion.

A cover has been seen with the Company stsmp used with
a8 pair of 3¢ King George V ledsllion Cansdisn stamps post=-
marked "CHAPLEAU, Ontario - Sept. 28,1933" snd backstamped
at Newark, New Jersey, October 2, 1933, This cover did not
have any Company cancel or cachet and was obviously manu-
factured after the Company's experimental flight failed.

Three varieties od stamps were issued before the flisute.

These were Black on -Yellow-paper; Green on Yellow paper rad
Red on Yellow paper. They were printed in sheets of Twenty
stamps ( 4 x 5) and perforsted 13, oome sheets were imprinted
"Printed in U.S.A." in the margin but some sheets are known
without that imprint. The neme of the printer is unknown.

An OFFICIAL stamp for use by Company in its business was
printed in Black on Silver paper in sheets of Four, and
issued both perforste snd imperforste. What is probsbly s
Froof wes s Block of Three stamps with the fourth spsce ==
the Lower night hand space -- left empty. Also known is
8 Block of Four stamps with "OFFICIAL" misspelled "OFFICAL"
8lso printed in Blsck on Silver pasper and imperforste.

After the Company's plans for meil service fsiled to
obtain spproval from any P.stsl Administrstion, seversl
reprints were made which were sold by A.C.Roessler.

In 1938, Mr.. soessler wrote Haughton S.nguinetti that these
varieties were 8ll printed from the ssme plates and by the
seme printer ss the originsl issue snd with the approvsl. of
the Company. :

These verities of the Reprints have been seen:-

Imperforstes:z- Black design printed on Light yellow paper
" with darker yellow bsackground of sguares

set in horizontal rows;
Black design on Yellow plasin paper;
Dsrk Green design on plsin Green paper;

Red design printed on verticsl lined Yellow
paper;

Red desigﬁ on paper with dark Red verticsl
lines and fsint Red horizontal lines
forming s checkerboard;

Red design on Quedrille ruled light Yellow
paper.

Psrt Perforstes: All imperforaste vertically forming horizontal
imperforste pairs:- Black design on dark
Yellow squares background psper snd Black
design on light Yellow paper.
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MG "GREELEY'S EXPRESS

From time to time there¢ sppesrs in collections or items
offered for sesle sn spparently flown cover that bears postage
stamps of the Censdisn Government snd s8lso Two stickers
supposedly prepsying supplementary meil service. One sticker
being the stamp issued by KLOVDIKE AIRWAYS,LIMITZED snd the
other of MC GREELEY'S EXPRESS ., All stamps being on the face
of the cover snd 8ll csncelled by the Town postmerk of Dswson,
Yukon, Jen. 5, 1929.

The status of these stemps sre questionsble.

DESIGN: At Top Left snd Right numersl
"25" &n smsll circles followed
by "cents","MC GREELEY'S EXPRESS"
in srch st Top.of stamp snd

"DYEA - SKAGUAY" at Bottom of
stemp in psnel with curved ends.,
Centrel design is & team of dogs

B hsuling 8 large sled piled high
with bagse.

CQLOUR: Blue
PERFORATED: 14

STAMPS: Typog;aphed by & Frinter in Ssn Francisco in Sheets
(5 x 10) in 1902. R,prints msde in 1928
probably by A.C.R,essler or ®st his direction.

NUMBER ISSUED: 1250 stsmps sccording to the July-August, 1945
' edition of "POPULAR STAMPS",

STATUS: Scott's Specialnazed Catslogue, 1972 listed the Originsl
Mc Greeley's Express lsbels as No., 155-L-1 snd vslued
them st $6.00 for individusl single mint copies and
$27.50 for mint blocks of 4 stsmps..

No listing is given for the "Souvenir Stamps”.

SOUVENIR OVERPRINT: Several sheets of the Originsl Issue were
overprinted in Black by S.C.Msrcus for personsl disyri-
bution st the 1902 Exhibition of the Fscific Philstelic
Society in San Francisco. Number of sheets unknown.

Tve overprint reed: "SOUVENIR OF THE FIRST EXHIBITION OF
THE PACIFIC PHILATELIC SOCIETY
SAN FRANCISCO, SzPT. 1902".

HISTORY

Hesesrch into this item by Isn C.. Morgen, N. A. Pelletier,
snd Hsughton E. Ssnguinetti have besulted in the conclusion
thet the McGreeley Express stemps were unsuthorized, snd the
covers besring them in 1929 sre of guestionsble suthenticity.
Those originslly issued in 1902 msy once have been vslid. '

- 47~



McGreeley's Express cont'd,

A letter from N.A.Pelletier to. Mr. Lamouroux, dated
July 30, 1961 stated that according to Chapel the McGreeley's
Express wss established by sn Americen S.C.Msrcuse, who arrived
in Alssks esrly in 1898 and first did s ciger business in Dyes
and in Skagwsy. Heving sold 38ll of his cigsrs, Mr. Marcuse
lookedsrpundifor snother business venture and decided to go into
the express business,

Mr.. Marcuse decided that an express service between Dyes
and Skagway offered good business possibilities and he promoted
an express and mail business batween the two ports using »
motor boat..

The two towns were only four miles apart but the rocky
land between them made travel by lsnd slmost impossible.However,
both Towns were located on 8 natural inlet called the "L
Cgnal”, This inlet ended in s 1 with Sksgway on the Bast and
Dyes on the West tip. Freight could be landed st Skagwsy which
had a3 harbour but there was no wharf or harbour st Dyees at which
freighters could tie up so the freighters went to Skagway and
then freight for Dyes wes loaded onto bosts or lighters and
sailed sround the curve of the Y to Dyes.

Mr. Msrcuse engaged a young man named Mc Greeley to operate
8 bost between the two ports and the business was cohducted
under the name of "MC GREELEY'S EXPRESS". Mc Greeley's Bxpress
charged 25¢ for esch letter carried. freight and packages were
charged for at s different bassis in which size and weight were
factors. Passengers were accommodated as s "favour" but had
to pay for the privilege of going by the motor boat.

S. A. Marcus or Marcuse (the spelling wsries) had s supply
of specisl stamps printed in Sgn Frencisco for use on letters
carried by McGreeley's Exgress in return for free transport of
his mail and pascakages. These stamps were never suthorized
or spproved by any Postal “ervice and had no Officisl fraenking
power. The fee of 25¢ per letter wes the charge made by
the Express Compeny for local conveysnce of the letter,

When the White Pass Railwsy wss built inlsnd from
Skagway and served Dyes, Mc Greeley's Express went out of
existence. .

In the 1920's s young man started up 8 freight service
between Skagway snd Dyes using the name of "MC GREELEY'S EXPRESS".
It had no connection with the esrlier compsny of the same nsme ,

With the backing of A. C. Roessler, 8 stamp desler in
East Orsnge, New Jersey, U.S.A. the old McGreeley's ixpress
stamps were reprinted. There were 1wo printings of this
re-issue., Both were printed in Orsnge, New Jersey. The First
Printing ssid "Printed in the U.S.A." on the sheets, but these
words were omitted from the Second Frinting.

In 1929 A. C.. Rgsessler prepered a3 number of covers to which
were affixed the KLONDIKE AIRWAYS stamp end the rdprinted stamp
of MC GREELEY'S EXPRESS+ These covers he sent to the operstor

of the new McGreeley's Express who put them into the msil

a8t Dawson in dsnusry, 1929.
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McGreeley's Express =3-

In repiy to an inquiry conwverning these covers, A. C.Rpessler
wrote Mr.. Senguinetti on Februery 3, 1936:-

"eee All of mine were csrried by the young msn who owned the
Compsny. There is so much behind this that I can't tell you
8ll in 8 letter.-- suffice to say that L wss ome of the backers
of the flight. I think that on some of them "Printed in the
U.S.A." wes omitted but on the Second Print, the Cgnadisn
Customs objected. You can tske it from me that all of the
stemps that were on the covers I sent you weren't "officisls"”
(Ngte by Editor® he probsbly mesnt to say "were"). I don't mesn
"Officisl" in the sende that the Government backed it becsuse
thet would be untrue. The Government was very much agsinst it
but they couldn't do snything vecsuse it bsd the Csnadisn
stamps s&ttached”,

Incidentslly, Mr. R;essler never taéld Mr. Ssnguinetti
the story behind the covers snd lMcGreeley Express stamps.

with respect to these covers, the most chsritsble view
must be to call them "Souvenirs". The Kjondike Airwsys stamp
was not vslid in 1929. The Compsny hed been sold and wses
dissolved late in 1928, The McGreeley stsmp @Wss never spproved
nor suthorized bZ sny Government. McGreeley's Zxpress held no
meil contrect. The covers hesve no bsckstamps so there is no
evidence that were actuslly carried by McGreeley's £Lxpress.
They could heve been hsnded in to the Daswson £ st Office for
cancellstion of the C_nadisn postsge stemp and given back to
the individusl who had prsented them st that rfost Uffice;
or they could have been carried from Dswson to Esst Ursnge,
New Jersey in the orfinery course of business by the Fost Office.

KLONDIKE

|
LN

VIA AIR MAIL




MOOSE JAW FLYING CLUB

A specisl goodwill flight wss sponsored by the Moose Jaw
Flying Club for the dedicastion of Stevenson Air Field in
winnipeg in 1928,

~ The Moose Jsw Flying Club made application to the Post
Uffice Yepartment for issusnce of s special sticker to be sold
for $1.00 and zffixed to meil carried on thet specisl flight.
Telegraphic suthorization wss received by the Club shortly
before the proposed flight snd sn issue of stsmps was rushed
by the Frinter.

-At noon on August 17,1928 s deHsviland plsne piloted by
H. W. Ingram, 3 member of the Moose Jaw Flying Club with
Charles Banting, as Engineer took off from Rosedale #eroport,
lMoose Jaw with 140 covers. +he covers besr the ordinsry postal
cancellstions -- s machine cancellstion with 7 wavy lines.
They were postmsrked 10:30 A.M, Moose Jaw snd back stamped
Winnipeg 8:20 P.M. OUrdinary 2¢ postage stamp on the face and
the Club sticker on the reverse., In order to be carried on
the Specisl Flight the cover had to besr the Company stamp. :
Some of these covers were sutographed by the Pilot. <he plane
made 8 stop at Elyxwnorn for refueling. No mail wss carried on
the return flight. 140 covers were carried on the flight
from Moose Jsw to Winnipege.

STAMPS:  UDesigned smd prepsred by Moose Jsw Flying Club
PRINTER: Not sscertasined.
FORMA®: Printed in verticsl strips =

O

of 5 on commercisl stock. R
COLOUR: Printed in Red on " Buff AIR MAIL
paper. Moose Jaw to Winnipeg
PERFORATIONS: Perf. 1I " MOOSE J:"J'";&?uﬁ"aua .
FACE VALUE: $1.00. 0000

e fecelcsmamnreaa

TOTAL ISSUE: Believed to be 500. -
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NORTHERN AIR SexVICE, LIMITLZD

In 1925, B. W. Brostch, who hed been 8 rilot with the
Lsurentide Air Sepyice, bougbt 8 Curtiss HS-2L plsne (G-GACT)
from the Laurentlde Uompsny which wes discontinuing opers-
tions snd orgsnized NORTHExN AIR SERVICE, LIMITED. He then
opersted a freight snd pesssenger sir service between
deileybury, Ontsrio and Rouyn Lake, iuebec.

On Msy 18, 1925 Northern Air Service made an experimental
flight between Hsileybury and Rouyn Lgke. 8 Covers were
csrried esch wsy. These bore the ususl Cesnsdisn Fostage
stamps and had s Speciel Cechet in Purple in Two lines
resding "FIRST EXPLRIMENTAL FLIGET / drIL,YBURY TO ROUYN
LAKE" or "ROUYN LAKE TO HAILEYBURY". The covers were
backstamped the ssme date.

Northern Air Service, Limited sought, snd obtasined,
from the Fost Office Lepsrtment authority to carry meil
between Hszileybury snd Rouyn end to issue its own stomps
for use on meil so carried; and to chsrge 25¢ per letter
csrried in saddition to the regulsr First Clsss Fostage
stamps of Caneds.

An Extrasct from the Cenadisn Cfificisl Fpstsl Guide
of July 1925 resds:-

"Air Msil Service to Rouyn Resumed.

Permission hss been grented to Northern air ocervice,
Limited, Hsileybury, Ont. operating an serisl service five
times per week between Hsileybury, Unt. snd Rouyn, P.{.
to convey such mail ss is offered for conveysnce by this
service, provided the senders assume 3ll risks. The require-
ments for this meil sre:-

l. "By Aerisl Msil " to be prominently written on the
address side.

2. The ususl Csnsdisn Fostege to be sffixed on the
address side.

3, A Specisl Sticker sold »y the Compsny, or its Agents,
representing s charge of 25 cents to be placed
on the reverse side. in payment of the specisl
charge for trsnsmission by serisl service, which
has been fixed by those msking the flight."

The First Flight with Compeny stsmps was made on
June 27, 1925 from Hsileybury to Rouyn, and keturn. A 3-Line
cachet was spplied to the meil readingj; "NCRTZEERN aAIR
SERVICE,LTD. / FIRST PLIGHT / mAllLbY¥BURY, ONT, to
ROUYN, QUE." or on the return flight "ROUYN, QUE. TO
BAILEYBURY, ONT."

400 covers were carried easch way, of which 50 covers
were NOT sutogrsphed by B.W.Brostsch, Pilot, nor did these
50 covers have the cachet, but instead had s rubber hsnd
stemp resding "FIRST FLIGHT".

e



Northern Air Service

Northern Air Service, Limited cessed operstions after
its plane burnt on October 22, 1925. The following Spring
its msil route wes taken over by Elliot-Fairchild Air
Service, Limited,

STAMPS

The neme of the Designer and thet of the Frinter
have not been determined.

The stamps were printed in Sheets of <0 (5 x 4)
from s plate of Ten stemps ( 5 x 2), with s wide margin
in the centre of the sSheet dividing the Two panes.
There were rour mows of 5 stamps in which the 3rd. snd
4th, fows were inverted, msking cossible Verticsl
tete-beche pairs.

They were also printed in 3Booklets of Two lesves
of Four stsmps each to a booklet.

Lhe stamps were printed in Blue with White letters
and perforated 11-3/4 and had s face value of 25 centse.

The number printed was 4,000 stamps. 200 Sheets
of 20 stamps. This included the stamps used in the Bookletse.

VARIETY: Dot in mpnogrsm
BOOKLET PANES

The Booklet psnes have straight edges on 3 sides with
the TFourth side being perforsted 11-3/4 snd hsving & wide
mergin where the psne wes stapled into the book.

Ed. Richardson rsises the question as to whether the
stemps were printed in Sheets of 40 ( 4 x 10 ) and cut into
Two penes. This would mesn two printings - one for the
usual stamps and a separate printing for the booklets.

Mr. Richardson reports that if the booklet psne in
his collection is held so that the ide margin is at the
Left, the dot varieties are in the Top row. If s pane can
be found with the wide margin st the Right and the dots in
the Top row, then it would esteblish that the Sheets were
‘9t least 10 x 4 stomps. LUe also reports that he hes s
cover with the nsrrow margin streight edges at Top and Left.
Isn Morgsn ssid that he had seen 3 booklet pene with the

narrow mergin strasight edge st the Bottom.




FATRICIA AIRWAYS LIMITED - o

PATRICIA AIRWAYS LIMITED was founded esrly in 1928 by
Cept. Devid S.. Bondursnt,s former Bush filot of Lsbrador snd
Quebec snd Mr.. F. E. Dsvison, of Toronto, who had been one
of the msin stockholders in Pestricis Airwsys and Explorstion,
Limited, which had been absorbed by Western Cesnads Airwsys.

According to the Ontario srchives the originsl Ufficers
of the Compsny were Henry M.. Pellatf, C.V.0. ss Bresident;
Stuart B. Playfsir, Secretsry-+ressurer snd Brigadier Genersl
Mitchell, Directors. It is probsble thst these persons were
the incopporstors snd nominees of the sctusl investors and
promoters. The msin office was at 32 King Street West, Toronto.

) It wes 8 short lived compeny. Leter in 1928 contral of the
compsny wes purchssed by Csnadismn Airways_ (Montresl(the old
company that becsme pert of Internationsl Airwsys and which,
in turn, wss acquired by Western Csnsds Airwsys snd lster
consolidsted with Csnsdisn Airwsys Limiped.

Since the Compsny was not formed until Februsry, 1928
it would sppesr that reference to "Pstricis Airways" as operastor
of sir meil services in the FPost Office Bulletins in 1927
referred to the Pstricis Airwsys & Explorstion Limited.

The Officisl Bulletin from Office of the ~istrict Superin-
tendent of Postsl Service st Winnipeg, dsted Msy 31,1927 stated:

"There sre three Adr M,il services now in operstion in the
Winnipeg District, and s&re s&s follows:-

l. Red Lake snd Rolling Fortege vis Gold Pines snd Snake Falls.
(This msil must be addressed vis Rolling Portage C/0O Westerr
Cansds Airways).

2. Lac dw Bonnet snd Rice Lske, vie oSlate Lske snd Long Lake.
(This msil must be addressed vis Lasc du Bonnet
C/0 Western Csnads Airwaeys).

3. Red Lske snd Sioux Lookout vis Gold Pines and Snaske Fslls,
(This mail must be addressed via Sioux Lookout
C/0 Petricis Airweys).

The Officisl Bulletin from Office of District Superintendent
of Postal Service, Winnipeg, dated M.rch 4, 1927 stated that
"Jestern Censds Csnads Airways, Ltd. have been suthorized to
rerry 8ir meil on which & specisl fee of 25¢ per ounce has been
peid in sddition to the regular postege between Rolling Portage
and the Red Lske Mining Ares.

Until sir stickers for the Compsny sre svsilable the ©pecial
Fee will have to be psid to the Compeny's representstives st
Rolling Portasge or points in the Mining Ares.

Distribution -- Postmesters will plesse see thsat all msil
Vie Westerm C2nsds Airways is despstched ¥is ROLLING PORTAGE
end vis DPstricis Airwsys is sent to SIOUX LOOKOUT,



Patricis Airwsys, cont'd

The Post Office wWeekly Bulletin No. 363, dated Feb.18,1928
contained the following item:-
ADDITIONAL AIR MAIL SERVICE TO RED LAKE MINING DISTRICT

"In addition to_the weekly contract sir msil service in
operation between Rolling Portage and fed Lske Mining Ares
and the occesional service on other than msil dsys between
the same points, the PATRICIA AIRWAYS LIMITED will convey
daily, weather permitting, between Sioux Lookout, Yntario
and Gold Pines, Hed Lake, Jackson-Mznnion (Womsn Lake),
Narrow Lske, Grace or Reinbow Lske and Ciesrwater Lake,such
mail as is offered by the public, on which the regular
postage has been prepaid and on which 8 spewisl fee of 10¢
per ounce, represented by an aerial sticker, has been placed.
The sender to assume sll risk. Such specisl sir mail, in
addition to bearing an serial sticker, should be endorsed
"Vis Air Msil".

"Mail matter in addition co the regulsr postage, serisl
stickers issued by Pstricia Airways Limited, should be forwarded
to Sioux Lookout, Ontario".

The Post Office Yeekly Bulletin No. 396, dated Oct.6,1928
announced that Air Msil service which was operated by Pstricis
Airways Limited between Sioux Lookout and ned Lske, Ontario
has been suspended. It also snnounced that "The weekly
contract air mail service between Rolling Portage snd fed Lake
Mining Dystrict 8 nd bhe occasional sir mail sticker service
on other then msil days is still in operation”.

Trelle A. Morrow in his authoritative snd well resesrched
boak "Patricis Airwsys end Explorstion" published in 1975,
states that on November 11, 1927 the last recorded business
flight was made by Pstricis Airwsys and Explorstion snd thst
in Merch 1928 the Compeny was liguidated. It would seem
therefore that the Post Office Bulletins of February 18,1928
and of October 6, 1928 referred to the operstions of Patricis
Airwsys Limited. That wass aspproximstely the dste that this
Company was absorbed by Western Conada Airwsys.
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Patricis Airwsys cont'd.

STAMPS

DESIGN:- The design in genersl is similar to that of the
Patricis Airwasys and Explorstion Limited even to
the centrasl design depicting the Lgrk plsne.

The letters " P. A, L. " sppear on the 3rd.,
4th, and 5th. lesves on each side of the plsane,

PRINTED BY: Msp Specislty Compeny,
Toronto, the ssme Compsny
thet printed the stsmps of
Patricis Airwaeys sand
Explorstion , Limited.

STAMPS: Seme size snd formst and
printed on same paper stock
as First Issue of Pstricis
Airwsys snd Explorstion Limited.

FORMAT: Printed in sheets of 8 stemps. Merginsl inscription
contein ssme instructions for use ss were an the
sheets of PF.tricis Ajrways and Zxplorstion Limited
except that in place of " 8 Stemps « $2.00" to
the Left of Stamp No. 1 there sppears " 8 - AIRMAIL

STAMPS - STAMPS."

ISSUE: Printed in Hed snd UYreen on Yellow paper.
Rouletted. :
Twenty plates were used, These asre bNumbered.
A totsl of 3,200 stamps were printed.

VARIETIES: Inverted plsne. Six sheets (48 copies) known.
Imperforste with plene missing. (Probsbly s Froof
Missing F,8ne
Grounded plane
Plum colour. (Probably s Proof).

Dr, Mssbrouck Shrady reported thst he hsd seen
8 copy of the stemp Imperforste with & lriple impression of
" the plsne. Thet would mesn st least 8 copies but Dr. Shrady
says that be was told thst Two sheets exist of the Eraple
impression snd thst these were probably Printer's waste
that found their wsay into the hsnds of s collector.



PATRICIA AIRWAYS AND EXFLORATION, LIMITED

Potricis Airwsys and Explorstion, Limited wss formed
by H. A. "Doc". O3kes 3snd S. A. "Sammy" Tomlinson both
former pilots with the Ontario Provincisl &ir Service.

They had come into Red Lske in Msrch, 1926 and staked
gtld mining claims which they sold in Toronto for enough
money to meke @ down psyment on & Curtiss Lark plane, This
rlene was a larger version of the "Jenny" snd had open cock-
pits and carried two pessengers of 400 pounds.

Doc Oskes, Ssmmy Tomlinson and W. R. Maxwell interested
Frenk E. Davison 3snd G.A. "Tommy" Thompson in finsncing the
purchase of the plasne which srrived in Hudson (Rollinﬁ Portage)
on Apsil 12, 1926 having taken two weeks to fly from New York,
¢ #ing to bad weather.

Pastricis Airwasys and Explorstion, Limited reduced the
air fare from Sioux Lookout to Red Lske to 3100 per passenger
but kept the freight rste of 31.00 per pound. +n its first
yesr the Company carried 260 passengers, 14,000 lbs. of freight
and 3,000 1bs. of express (which included msil).

The Compsny mede application to the Poss Office Department
for spproval of its stamps for mail routes ig the Pstricis
Yistract of Northwest Ontario snd to the Red Lake miming ares.
Approvel wss given by the Post Office Depsrtment.: Becsuse.the
Cenadisn Post Offices had sold stamps of the Elliott-Fsirchild
compenies over the counter st vsrinus post offices and was
unsble to provide <for carrisge of meil by air becsuse of the
surrender of the meil contrsct by Fsirchild #ir Tpansport,Ltd.
fhe Csnadisn Post Office therefore contrscted with Pstricis
Airwsys end Explorstion, Limited, to carry msil frsnked with
these Compsny stickers snd psid Patricis 25¢ for esch letter
so carried,

_The Officisl Post Office notificastion to Postmasters in
the Uistrict stated thst srrsngemenrs have been made by the
Post Office Depasrtment with the Fatricis Company to temporarily
carry any letters besring the &lliot-Faitchild air stickers.

On June 27, 1926 “pecisl flights were msde between
Sioux Lookout and Red Lake snd return with the accumulsted
mail. Some of the letters so carried bofe the stamps of
Jack V. Elliot Air Service, others Elliot-Fsirchild Air
Service. These Wwere bsckstamped with Pstricis Airways asnd
Exploration Limited hendstamp at Sioux Lookout, June 27,1926,

The First Flight with stemps of Patricis Airwsys snd
Explorstion, Limited was msede on July 7, 1926 from Sioux
Lookout snd Pine Hidge to Red Lske snd return.

Eerly in 1927, the Compsny purchesed two Stinson"Detroiters™
-= cgbin plenes == which were flown b% Pilots D.S.Bonduants
snd Dsle Atkinson, with Air-Engineer, Mike Finnegsn. These were
tge first totslly enclosed csbin plaenes used in this sres.
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Patricis Airwsys & Explorstion Cont'd |

_ The Offici-l Memo from Office of District “uperirtendent
Fostel “ervice, W¥innipeg, Menitobs, dsted May 51,’5927 §tated:

"There are three- -Air Msil Services now in operstion iy
the Winnipeg District, snd sre as follows:-

WESTERN CANADA AIREAYS LTD.

1. Red Lske snd Rolling Portsge vis Gold Pines snd Snake Fslls.
(This msil must be soddressed vis Rolling Portage
c/o0 Western Csneds Airways).

2. Lsc du Bonnet snd Rice Lske, vis Slste Lske snd Long Lake.
(This meil must be addressed vis Lac du Bonnet
c/o Western Cenads Airways).

Patricis Airwsys
3. Red Lgke snd Pioux Lookout vis Gold Pines snd Snske Falls .
(This meil must be sddressed vis Sioux “ookout
¢/o Patricia Airwasys.)

The Post Office Weekly Bulletin issued <from Ottsws,
Msrch 4, 1927 contsined the following item:

¥ DISTRIBUTION

"Postmesters will plesse see that sir msil msrked "Via Western
Censds Airwsys"is despstched vis ROLLING PORTAGE snd those
marked "Via Pstricis Ajrwsys " is sent to SIOUX LOOKOUT, "

With the competition offered by Western Canads:Airwsys,Ltd. -
which opersted lsrger plesnes, The Compsny reduced its rates
to meet thesecof~its competitor. This necessitsted the over=-
printing of the Company stemps with new Route merkings snd slso
with reduced values.,

While the BERKSHIRE CATALOGUE of 19321 refused to list the
overprinted issues seying "...such profusion does not seem
Justified by sny legitimate need." the fact remsins that the
overprints were approved by the Post Office snd were used
on meil during such period.

The overprinted stsmps were exhsusted not becsuse of any
greet incresse in business but bec-use of the Compsny policy
of not ordering sny more stamps then needed for s pasrticulsr
route and then giving s re-order. In sddition thereto, stamp
collectors found that full sheets of 8 stamps with plste
numbers mede sn interesting addition to their collections.

The Compsny rsn into finsncisl difficulties snd the last
Flight with its stamps wes on November 11, 1927.

Patricis Airwsys and Explors:ion Limited was liguidated
in MarCh, 1928.

The Hesd Office of the Compeny was locasted in the C.P.R.
Building st Toronto while Trasnsportstion Offices were meintained
first st Hudson snd lster at Sioux Lookout, Ontsrig, snd at
Rolling Portsge (Hixdsom) snd st Minski, (HaileypurySo Ontario.
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PATRICIA AIRWAYS & EX:LOR-TION, LIMITED

Same centrsl design used in all issues. The numerous issues
are divided into 3 Sectionsj
:A: First Issue - Yellow and its varieties. Ferf. I2 ..
'B" Second Issue - Green stamp with Route tablet in Xed.rerfX2,.
C" Third Issue - Green and ned on Yellow - Rouletted

Many overprints were caused by lowering face values, route
changes and by printing order& for small number of stampse

DESIGNER: A. J.. Ajgate assisted by Fred Jarrett.
PRINTED BY: Msp Specislty Compsny, Toronto.

PROOFS: Many so-called Imperforate varieties were"Proofs" or
"Prisals™ never intended for postsl use. Although
stamps in Group 3 exist imperforste. :

OFFICIALS: The basic stamp, Group 1, wss overprinted with
the initisls "F.Z.D." in script. These were the
inpitisls of F.E.Davideon, the Company President.
They sre known on letters of Company business
and on advertising circulasrs.

GROUP l: - Yellow Faper
Green border design - RED LAKE AIR MAIL printed mymxxkmzz
Red sirplane with Curtiss LARK below.
Route inscription in centre of stamp below the plane.
Fage Value: 25¢

GROUP 2:- Green Paper
Black border design - WOMAN LALE AIR MAIL printed.
Light Brown sirplsne with Curtiss LARK below
Route inscription
Face Vslue: 50¢

GROUP 3:- Yellow Paper
Green “order design
Red sirplsne -- OCurtiss LARK" missing.
Mergin and Route inscriptions omipted.

For further description of the Stamps snd various
OVERPRINTS reference is mede to the Detailed ©“tudy of these
stsmps by Trelle Morrow entitled "The Stamp Issues of PATRICIA
AIRWAYS & EXPLORATION LTD, published by Trelle A. Morrow,

Prince George, British Columbis in 1975. This is an outstanding
reference book snd should be in the Librsry of every collector
of Canadisn Semi-Officisl Air M,il Stempse.



UNITED. FMPIRE LOYALISTS i’

A}

In 1918, the United Empire Loyslists &s pert of its
activities to rasise funds for its Avistion Fund snd to help
with recruiting of rilots for the soysl Flying Corps, and
for War Releif activities, issued & Propesgsnds Lsbel., This
lsbel is depicted in the Specislized Catalogue of Canadizn
Air Msil Stsmps, by Isn C. Morgsn, 1934-1935 Edition but is
not accorded Cfficisl Recognitione.

The Lsbels were neither suthorized nor
spcroved by the Post Office Depsrtment nor
were they issued for use on sny specisl
airplsne flight.

They were sold for ¥1.00 each ss
"Donstions to the Awvistion Fund". None
bsve been seen on cover. Akthough Postel
Regulastions permit the use of such Leshels
or stickers if plasced on the reverse side
of envelopes and the regular Csnsdisn
postage stamps sre placed on the address
side of the envélope.

The design chosen for the Lebel was 2 burning Zeppelin
to commemorste the occasions on which the Roysl Air Force
brought down Germsn Zeppelins in World Wer 1. These occasions
were: .
June 7,1915 -~ by Sub.lieut. R.A.J.Warnsford, V.C. Llhe first
time 3 Zeppelin was destroyed by sn sirplene.

Sept.2,1916 == by Lieut. W.Leefe Robinson, V.C. the first
Zeppelin to be downed on British soil.

Oct. 1,1916 -- by W.J.Tempest, D.5.0. Lthis was during the last
Zepprelin rsid on Lgondon, cnglend.

Nov.28,1916 == by Lieut., Cadbury snd Sub.lieut. Pulling. The
Germsan High Commend svéiding London had made &
bombing rzid over Southern Znglsznd andé their
Airship L-21 wss returning home when it wss
sighted by three Filots of the R.N.A.o. One
after the other the three piloys sttecked her.
She exploded snd fell sbout 1C miles zast of
Lowestoft. Lieuts. Cedbury and Fulling were
credited with the victory. The nsme of the
third Pilot is not recorded.

DESIGN=D RY: C. Allen who also engraved it.

FRLNTZR: Lithogrsphed by British Americen Bsnk Note,
Company, Ltd., Ottaws.
PRINTED: In Blue on White wove pasper, white Gum,

Rouletted on s8ll four sides.
NUMBER ISSUED: Unknown.
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WESTERN CANADA AIRWAYS LIMITED

Sometime in October, 1926 H. A. "Doc" Oskes who had
resigned fromPstricis Airwaeys snd kxploration Compzny,
went to MHontreel where he met lir, Jemes A. Xichsrdson, o
pember of the Grain Exchenge snd interested in the dewelop-
ment of sir service. On December 10, 1926, Letters Patent
were issued to the newly orgenized WESTERN CANADA_AIRWAYS
LIMITED, sll of the stock of which was owned by Mr.Richardson.
The officers of the company were J.mes A. Richardson, Fresi-
dent, Mrs. Jsmes A. Richardson, Vice Fresident, John Hunter,
Secretary, J. A. MacDougall, Tressurer snd H.A.Cskes,lisnsger.

The Compeny's first plsne wes s Fokker Universsl, which
was bought in Teterboro, New Jerr.y znd flown to vioux Look-
out by Doc. Oskes. Because oif bad weether it took zlmost two
weeks to make the trip end it euribed st Sioux Lookout on
Christmes Day, 1926.

Like Patricis Airweys & Explorstion, ~imited, Yestern
Ceanada Airwsys, Limited begen flying msil tefore its mail
contract becsme effective. When Doc. Oskes sarrived =zt Sioux
Lookout he <found that there was a3 backlog of freight, pas-
sengers snd mail waiting for service. The rost Office Depart-
ment suthorized Western Csnads Airwsys Limited, to carry the
gccumulated meil honouring the stemps of other companies
wbich had had meil contracts that they hed surrendered. By
New Year's Day, Doc. Oskes had carried 18 psssengers, snd
850 pounds of freight snd mail,

Twne esrliest known date for s Western Csnsds Airways
merking is Jsnuary 28, 1927. 1t besars the Red L.ke date
steamp of that dste snd monuscript endorsement "Despatched
by Air Ma.il. No Air Mail Stamps Aveilable" snd signed by
the Bostmester st Red Lske.

On March 4, 1927, H. E. Fhinney, District Syperintendent
of Postal éerv{ce, finnipeg, Manitobs sent s Notice to the

Postmasters in his VYistrict stating:-

"The wWwestern Cesnada Airwsys Ltd. have been suthorized
to carry air msil on which s specisl fee of 25¢ per ounce
is paid, in addition to regular postage between Rolling
Portage snd Red Lske lMining Ares.

"Until a8ir stickers for the Compsny are avsilable the
specisl fee will have to be psid to the Compeny's represen-
tative at Rolling Fortage or oints in the Mining Ares. The
Wwestern Cenaeds Airwsys Ltd, will no doubt issue specisl
stickers as soon as possible.

"P.stmasters will plesse see that msil msrked via
WesternOCanada Airwsys is despetched vie ROLLING fORTAGE
and vis Patricis Airwsys is sent to Sioux Lookout".

Pursuent to this suthorizstion the Compsny flew msil
on which stamps of other Air Service compsnies were sffixed.
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Western Csnads Airwsys,ltd.

Mrs. M. G. Lizette, 4rchivist of Jemes Xichsrdson & Sons,ltd.
sent Haughton Sshguinetti, photocopies of letters between the
Western Cénsds-Airways, Ltd., snd the Admanistrstive Brsnch of
the Post Office Jepsrtment, Ottaws, and slso with the Stovel
Compsny snd inter-office communicstions. These establish thst
the “tovel Compeny, Winnipeg, prepsred snd submitted two
sketches for the proposed Compsny 2ir msil sticker snd the
design preferred by Mr. Richardson wss submitted to the Fost
Office lLepsrtment which spproved @t on Msrch 16,1927.

Prior to the printing of the stamps, Western Csnsda
Airways notified the Post Office Department thst the fee for
cerrying letters would be Ten cents instead of lwenty-five
cents,

The Stovel Compsny wss given the order for the printing
of the Compsny stemps. rsuant to this printing order, the
Stovel Compsny on April 19, 1927 sent to western Cenads 4irwsys,
Limited, st H,dson, Ontsrio, by C. N.. Express, one parcel
containing 21,600 2ir msil stamps.,

Ihcluded in the meterisl received from Mrs. Lizette is @
letter from the Stovel Lompsny to western Caneds:Airwsys, Ltd.,
deted April 16, 1927 certifying to the Compsny thast the
Lithogreph Plste from which the stamps hed been printed would
remsin in their csre with every safeguerds tsken with it and
that the Stovel Compsny hed destroyed all spoils from the stemp
run sand had retsined one file sheet of ttke stamps sll. of which
bed been csncelled snd two small $5.00 sheets for ssmples, sll
of which had been cencelled.

On Msrch 13, 1927 the Compeny started s snowmobile service
between Hudson and Pine Ridge ( later cslled Gold Pines) with
N. Forrest as the chauffeur. The srchives of the Jsmes &ichsrdson
& Sons, Ltd. show thet no stickers were used on msil csrried
by the snowmobile service end that there were no specisl merkings
used on such msil. The rastes on the snowmobile service were
one-h8lf of those established for the air service.

On Msy 1, 1927 the Compsny notified the Post Office Depert-
ment that the Compsny stickers would be placed on sole at the
Company Headquarters, Winnipeg, end at the following past offices:-
Cobslt, Cochrsne, Fort Willisms, Gold Fines, Hsileybury, Kenors,
hgw Liskesrd, North B_.y, Otteswas, fort Apthur, Red Lske, folling
Portage, ©South Porcupine, Sudbury, Timmins and Toronto, 8ll in
Onterio. In J,ne the post offices at Montresl and Winnipeg
requested suppgies of the Compsny stemp for ssle,

The first flight with the Compeny stamgs was mede on May 10,
1927 from folling rortege to “ed Lske and @old Pines, snd
return. A specisl First Flight cschet was used and in sddition
15 covers were sutogresphed by the Filot.
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destern Csdads Airway$s

On Mey 16, 1927 the fost Office uepartment gave approval
to the lssuance by the Compsny of s Confederstion dubilee
stamp. Its use was limited to one dsy only -- July 1,1927.
It is the only time thet the Canadien Post Cffice uepartment
approved issusnce of a "Commemorastive Stamp" good only on
mail carried on one day.

The Confederztion Jubilee st:mp wes used on the following
flights msede on July 1, 1927:-

Rolling Portasge to Gold Pines and return
Rolling Portage to ked Lzke, and return
Lac du Bonnet to Long Lske, and return
Lac du Bonnet to Rice Lske, and return
~2¢ du Bonnet to Slave Lake, snd return.

On each of these flights less than 100 covers were carried.
Zach received s specisl cancellstion. The Filots were J.Re.
Ross sand F. J. Stephenson snd they signed some of the flown
COVerS..

The famous "Flying Goose" symbol suthorized by James A.
Richardson as the Company Logo oapreared on plsnes of Western
Coanada Alrways Limited in 1929. 4+t continued to be used ss
the corporate Logo, in modified form, for 40 yesrs when it
was replsced by the new Csnadisn 2_cific symbol in 1969.

On November 30, 1929, wWestern Csneds Airwsys Limited
merged with Csnadisn Airways Limited . The resultant compsny
was the largest air line in Camsds.
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Western Csnads Airwsys - cont'd-

STAMPS ™

Western €ansds Airweys Limited hed Two issues of stamps.
The Ordinery, or Regular, Issue and the Speciszl Hubilee
Commemorstive Stamp,

FIRST IBSUE-
DESIGN: Suggested design by J.R. McDougall,

Treesurer of the Compsny.
Finsl design by The Stovel Company,

LITHOGRAPHED BY: The Stovel Compeny, Ltd.
PRINTED BY: The Stovel Compsny, Ltd.

COLOUR: Bi=-coloured:- Black snd Red.
PERFORATED: 12
FORMAT: rrinted in sheets of 200 stemps divided into four

penes of 50 stamps ( 5 x 10) with imprint in Yop
and Bottom mergins, sbove Stamp # % and below
Stemp #4858 of the pene.

NUMBER PRINTED: 21,600 stamps
ISSUED: Mey 1, 1927.

. VARIETIES: Ien C. Morfan Cetelogue lists 3 printings:-

Blsck snd rink printed Msy 1, 1927- on Thick paper
Black snd Dull Red printed in 1928- on Thinner psper
Black snd Dull %ed printed in 1929. on lMedium peper.

Dmperf horizontally

Double perforstions

Yellowish psper vasriety.

Numerous shades of stamps snd psper existe.

JUBILEE ISSUE

Ve

DESIGN: Suggested by J.R. McDougsll &nd modified by
The Stovel Compsny, Ltd.

PRINTED BY: The Stovel Company, Ltd.

COLOUR: Bi-colour:- Black and Orsnge Buff.
PERFORATIONS: 12
PRINTED: In sheets of 200 dividefé into Four psnes of

50 stamps ( 5 x 10 ) pefore issusnce to public,
NUMBER PRINTED: 10,000 stemps
ISSUED: July 1, 1927.
VARIETIES: Imperf. horizontally.
LIMITED USAGE: Stamps could be posc¢slly used only on July 1, 1927.
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YUKON AIRWAYS & nX-LORATION CO., LTD.

YUKON AIRWAYS & EXPLCRATION CO., LTD., was formed an 1927
by Jim Finnegsn, D.A. (Andy) Cruickshank snd Clyde wsnn.
They plenned to operaste passenger snd freight service between
various communities in the Yukon lerritory.

In September 1927, the former Royel air Force Pilot, Andy
Cruickshank went to Celifornis snd picked up the Rysn mono-
plane msde by B. F. Mahoney Corp. of Sen Diego, Californis.
It was 2 sister ship to the Spirit of St. Loyis which Col.
Lindberg hzd flown scross the Atlsntic. He flew the plane
with four passsengers to Vsncouver, making several stops en
route and arrived there on September 27, 1927. :

The plane was shipped from Vencouver to okagwsay on the
Cenadisn o>tecamship "Princess Alice". It was then flown from
Skagway to *hitehorse over the Summit, where it lsnded on
October 25th, and was fitted with skis. The next day the
plane made a trisl flight to Dawson., Un this triasl flight,
Mrs. Cruicksheznk, who accompsnied her hushend, took with her
@ few personsl letters.

The First Flight with Mail left “hitehogyse on Hov. 11,1927.
The plsne was not able to lend 2t Dawson so mail for that
town was thrown out of the plane by Mrs. Cruickshsnk snd the
plane continued on to M,yo where it landed that afternocon.

Bocause of weather conditions sand the possibility of
forced lsndings the Company meintsined dog sled stations
along its Yukon route. Ordinsrily it took two weeks for s
dog tesm to travel between “Whitehorse and Dswson in the
Winter, 8 distance of slightly over 500 miles. The plsne made
the trip in 4% hours.

The Whitehorse Star issued s oSpecisl Edition of its
newspaper on April 13, 1928 honouring the First visit of the
Airplane "Queen of the Yukon" to Cercross snd Atlin. Every
copy of that edition of the newspasper msking the flight from
Whitehorse to Csrcross and Atlin besrs the steamp of Yukon
Airweys & Explorstion Compsny, Ltd. :

The plsne crashed snd was wrecked on a flight from
Yhitehorse to Mayo on April 5, 1929 end the Compsny cessed
operstions in June 1929. During its existence the Company
served Aklavik, Atlin, Csrcross, Champaign Lsnding, Dswson,
Keno Hill, Meyo Lsnding, Telegraph Creek, sernecke snd
whitehorse.

On Cctober 24, 1927 the Compsny received suthorizstion
grom the Fost Office Lepsrtment to issue its stamps. They
were first plsced on ssle at Whitehorse, Mayo snd Dswsone.
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Yukon 4irways & ISxploration

~ The stemps were designed by W. E. Jordsn of Clsrk &
Stusrt, Printers end Engrevers of Vzncouver, B.C. and
were printed by Lithogrsph by thet Company.

The centrsl design of the stsmps shows the Company's
plene, "Queen of the Yukon" snd the denominstion 25¢.

FORMAT: Printed in sheets of 50 stamps &snd cut into strips
of 10 stemps (1 x 10)., Rouletted between stamps
and stapled in booklets of 10 strips of 10 stamps.
Each stemp has strsight edges on both sides snd

in sddition the Eop stemp in s
straight edge at Top end the

of the strip has & strzight edge st Bottom.

COLOUR: Light Blue issued in October,1927.

trisl snd 100 stamps were issued.

Darker Blue issued in Nnpvember,19c7. This wss the

VARIZTIES:

DISPOSAL:

PROOFS:

FORGERIZES:

preferred shade snd 12,000 stemps of it printed.

Smell "2" in Lawer pert of "C" in "CLITS" of
Stsmp No., 9 is & constant veriety.

The "r" veriety in which "AIRWAY" is misspelt
"ArRWAY" in No. 6 stamp. This @&s NCt s constant
veriety.

Double Print or "sShifted Veriety". s sheet of 100
stesmps is known ppinted twice with the resultant
slight shift noticeable under s megnifying glsess.
In this Louble Frint the shading lines sppesr
thicker.

According to H. L. Bsnner, sn unknown number of
stemps were destroyed by the Printer or by the
Compeny when the Compsny ceased operstions.

1wo different die proofs in reverse sre known:

Black on mstt bosrd; snd
Bleck on White wove peper.

According to Mr. 3snner these reverse die proofs
were done to test the die and sre not uncommon
in sny engrsving process.

So=-called Colour Trisl FProofs in ultremerine,

light green, pale orange, magents and brown orsange
sre ssid by Mp. Benner, who has hed sccess to the
Printer's records, to be forgeries or unsuthorized

proofs.

BT

strip has sn additionsl
stesmps from the Bottom

This was s colour
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