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Central Ontario Railway Bridge over Papineau Creek, north of Maynooth, circa 1910

Thisissueislargely devoted to astudy of the R.P.O. service on the Central Ontario Railway, includ-
ing its predecessor, the Prince Edward County Railway and its successors, the Canadian Northern Rail-
way and Canadian National Railways.

We also have an article dealing with a remarkable discovery made by Bob L ane, concerning two of the
West Of Winnipeg cancellation hammers.

Bob also advises us that the BNAPS web site now has a section about RPOs in the [Specialized Philat-
ely[section (www.bnaps.org). He asks us to please have alook and send suggestions/comments/correc-
tions, etc. to, Bob Lane (webmaster @bnaps.org). Thisis [@awork in progressL]

Doug Lingard, our newest study group member, writes that the theme for next year[Ss ORAPEX isthe
150th anniversary of the arrival of the first railway, the Bytown and Prescott Railway, into Ottawa. He
says, [DK, one of you might argue that it actually stopped at New Edinburgh in 1854 and did not crossthe
Rideau River into Ottawa until 1855, but neverthel ess, Ottawa will apparently be celebrating the arrival of
the railway into the city next year[]

[ORAPEX will be held at the RA Centrein Ottawaon May 1 and May 2. In view of the theme of the
show, | thought that some study group members might be interested in entering an RPO exhibit or an
exhibit relating to Canadian railways (eg. corner card covers). We expect to have two show cancels, one
depicting a very old steam locomative and a second one depicting a modern locomotive.lf any member
wishes an exhibitor entry form, they are available from me at lingardd@istar.ca or (613) 737-4864 or at
2425 Blackstone Crescent, Ottawa, ON K1B 4H3[]
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Prince Edward County Railway

In 1879, the Prince Edward County Railway was opened for a distance of 32 miles, from Picton, in
Prince Edward County, to Trenton Junction on the Montreal-Toronto line of the Grand Trunk Railway.
In February or March, 1882, the line was renamed the Central Ontario Railway.
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This postmark was proof struck May 1, 1880 and is known used until 1882, without direction, time or
train number indicia

Central Ontario Railway
In 1884, the line was extended a further 72 miles, to Coe Hill after which no further construction took
place until 1896, when a9 mile spur was built from Belmar to Cordova.

No proof strikeis recorded for the first cancellation using the new name of the line and | have no
exampleforillustration. ItislistedasRR-33, = K =1 K = o v Kanddisomlyrepcrtéd K £881Kwhich

suggests ayear date error.
Thefollowing registered cover originatedat= _i | | j cf bi al =1 kqKlI

| ° = U] 4&2WnBes northward from the south terminus of the railway
Y at Picton. Sinceitarrived=q | | J i té¢he dispatched in that dayS
mails, it was placed on board the railway post office car the following
~.___~ day and was postmarked on the back, withtherare,” bk go i =1 k gK
S0t VvKI =k oqe landtheuniqg¥ e b8f pgboba==L=
£/ It was transferred aboard the west-bound, Grand Trunk Railway, King-
stonto Toronto train, receivingthe= d Kvgkca= g K=C== hKBI=L = =0 KmK||
t bpagl =1 " ©nvalrivalldtSts destination, it was cancelled with the
oval, hehAfinglbeha==ql ol kgl =J=""k"a"l == " =

=" KI K

/w:;m t/\ TEC"STERED /ik\ﬂf\EgTﬁﬁ

Boc 0% C.0.RY. K oc S
X — (“
O i\i—/ Proof date unknown 3 %6\‘& ¢

Onlydate OC9,1886 August 9, 1883

Period 1883-90
Indicia EAST, WEST

Proof date unknown
S {~—~  Period 1886-88
Lake Ontario >~ Indicia N, NORTH
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Central Ontario Railway
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Thefinal cancellation using the Central Ontario Railway name was proof struck

PO N
on August 2, 1886. It isfound as a transit backstamp on this registered cover, which “‘f‘j\ L \

originatedat _ | r i gb ol =1 k q K(€ardwimow®ivi, Hadtings County) (_LJ AP22 ps)
andtravelledviai "~ j ~ _i bl =1 k q®ungarinon Fomshi p=-Hastings O g7 'f
County). It was placed on board the south-bound Central Ontario Railway mail car \ M.GC /
and probably transferred to the west-bound Grand Trunk Railway train at Trenton 4 Of Use
Junction, beforearrivinging | ol kgl I =" ~k~a”~l =2 m=001I = Ul?egmgo
Indicia N, S
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Central Ontario Railway
Trenton & Picton

On October 26, 1888, a cancellation was proof struck, which named the two terminals of the southern
division run. The earliest reported date of useis February 5, 1889; the latest reported date is November 28,
1900. Initially N or Sdirection indiciawere used. By 1894, train numbers 1, 2 or 4 replaced the direction
indicia.
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| JQOH============ :|_=:q:0:b:quK:=‘C|¢=:rn:f:‘:q:|:|c ==kl =pm
The St. Paul, Minnesota receiving backstamp is dated September 19.

| JQOH============ :L=:q:o:b:quK:=‘C}¢=:rn:f:‘:q:|:|c ==01| =k I
The Newboro receiving backstamp is dated the following day.

Page 1781 The Newsletter of the Canadian R.P.O. Study Group (B.N.A.P.S.)



Central Ontario Railway
Trenton & Coe Hill

On October 26, 1888, a second cancellation was also proof struck, naming the two terminals of the northern
division run between Trenton & Coe Hill. The earliest reported date of use is November 10, 1888; the latest
reported date is November 28, 1900. A N or a backwards S direction indicia were normally used, although E
has been reported.

L pot called for In ten days

|JQ:N:U===::::::::qobkq|k==|_=_:C====‘ :b::pJ|=epfm

No proof strike is recorded for the run(s second postmark, which is only known used in 1900,
with either N or Sdirection indicia. It became redundant when the Trenton & Coe Hill run was
replaced by the Trenton & Bancroft Run.

Thiscover originatedat _ " k * ol ¢ q =L =1 k.dtkvbstransherred dboardi/thv south-
bound R.P.O. and received this transit backstamp. Arrival in Toronto was late the same day.
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Central Ontario Railway

Picton & Trenton
This postmark is known from 1901 until 1921. No proof strike isrecorded for the first hammer but a
second hammer was proof struck on July 29, 1908. Numerous train number indiciawere used; 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,
6, 7, 8 or 9 until 1914; 53, 54, 55 or 56 thereafter.

The Frontenac Milling Co.

(Limited),

KINGSTON, ONT,,

Canada:

| JO¥B,| ~ « = ==f=F mf °

Q Wallace g
P, drs
4?’9
=)
sz,
Maynooth

Bapliste

b York River
Bancroft ®

Except for a9 mile spur built from Belmar to Cordova,
in 1896, there had been no construction on the railway, since
\? its completion to Coe Hill, in 1884.

?;ssemer
Coe Hill @=="AQrmsby Jct
In 1900, the railway was extended 20 miles north to
R Bancroft, from Ormsby Junction. Thefirst passenger train
left Bancroft for Trenton, on November 1 of that year.

- Cordovag In 1907, another 16 miles was added from Bancroft to

Tweed Maynooth and four years later, afinal northward 16 mile
extension was completed to Wallace. The railway had been
purchased by the Canadian Northern Railway in 1909.

Blairton

M/cl 0-278, Hammer Il
= . Proof Struck 1908/07/29
L, =i
Lake Ontario 2 %
Zf\l -
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Central Ontario Railway
Trenton & Bancroft

The Trenton & Bancroft
run replaced the Trenton &
Coe Hill runin 1901, just as
it would be replaced by the
Trenton & Maynooth run, 10
years later. No proof strike is
on record for runis only
cancellation, which was used 7/]

between 1901 and 1910. N or / T_ W /’ (U2
Sdirection indicia were { A :

replaced with train number

indicia6 or 7 in the last '
X i ; i
couple of years of its exist- W_,ﬁéﬂ"l/b J

ence.

| JQNF=========qobkgl k==€E.==xk =9 fzyg=3d=0K=mn
The Hamilton arrival backstamp is dated May 7.

:  POST CARD.

v < P G !
. MHE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIBES

| JOFH=====mf ~ gl k ==C == 98 bKk7gd =KP= ==ocKb==rKI==3 NK
|JPP:R:q:::::::::qK:: ::::LK::bK:qK]Ks&kK:F:p:bq(

The Toronto machine receiving mark is dated February 3 at 11:30 PM.

Thisis the only example of this Trenton & Bancroft R.P.O. clerk(s handstamp. The card was transferred
from the Picton & Trenton R.P.O. to the northbound Trenton & Bancroft R.P.O., at the Trenton station. It then
travelled 1.6 miles to Trenton Junction, where it was likely transferred aboard the westbound, Montreal &

Toronto R.P.O.
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Central Ontario Railway
Picton & Trenton

0-279 The last hammer for the Picton-Trenton run was
Proof Date 1917/02/09 proof struck February 9, 1917 and remained in use
Period 1917-1931 until the end of R.P.O. service on the linels southern

Indicia 52, 53, 54, 55 divisionin 1931.

Trenton & Maynooth

In 1910, the Trenton-Bancroft run was extended further north, to Maynooth. R.P.O. service on the
northern division of the line ended in 1939.

PICTON, TRENTON AND TRENTON JCT.
@Motor Trains handle passengers and hand baggage only.
TABLE
Ne. 109 ® @
3I9'33‘?| 55]305 53 ’3?” Miles| (EasternTime) | 52 { 304 | 54 | 308 SIO
e P | pom. | AL, | AM. AM. |[Noon| p.M. | PM. | P.M.
: 10.10/t6.25] 0.0|Lv Picton B6.,. Arit0.451+11. 1.56l+7.30{+10. 30
Y;Zggtgi?Dﬂfg“m.zufe.as 4.2 Bloomfield....] 9.30| 11.50 1.41] 7.20| 10.20 0-420
/7.58/73.18/r 1.12/710.28/76.43] 7.6 Hallowell. ... . .[r9.22/r11. 1.30s7.1 qg?}g
8.07| 3.27( 1.20/ 10.37 6.52{ 11. Wellington. .. .| 9.13[ 11. 1.20 7. - P Proof Date 1910/06/10
18.16/73.36|r 1.28(710.46177.01f 14, Niles Corners. .|/9.04/r11. 1.03{s8.5 .I’g‘d
78.20) 3.40[r 1.33| 10.50{s7.05| 16.5 Hillier......... S9.004r11. 1.00(s6.50|r 9. Period 1910-1929
g 31 3,51 1.44) 11.05| 7.16) 21.3] Consecon... .. 8.40f 11.05| 12.49/ 6.39 9.39 erio -
18.39/ /3,597 1.51|711.13|77.24| 24.9| Gardenville....(/8.41/710. 2.41}3.31!3.%1 o
78.41|r4.01)r 1.53{711.15(r7.26] 25. Carrying Place.|f8.39|710. 2.39/r6.29/ 58 Indicial. 4. 6. 7
ARasy A O], GR R R R e 467,
e 2 L 2 O vonte. Lrl <. [T 7001 500 61, 62, 63, 64, 68,
9. 40|75 15lF 8.10(..... Ar Belleviile...Lv[t7. 4!
""" ;31433211 ; .51 +v...|AT Napanee.. Lv[t7.0 264, 314
UH1435(47.15). X7 O O Ar Kingston.. Lv[+6.0
: L
P.]
: ....] 30.6Lv Trenton 86 Ar.....
:g 1{:3%‘;‘ e 32.2Ar'l'reugﬁonjﬂ.1.v.'....
5 (A [ i 5. ..|Ar Montreal. Lvl.....
~=|78730}v8. 30/t 5. .- B AT Toronto....Lv|.....
“pl P | PLM M
0-421
Proof Date 1915/02/03

Period 1915-1932
Indicia 60, 61, 62, 63, 64,
264, 313, 314

0-421A
Proof Date unknown
Period 1930-1939

Indicia 61, 313, 314
Canadian National Railways Public Timetable - 1924
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