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Happy New Year to all good R.P.O.ers. AS usual, this Newsletter
seems to oe running a bit late - just like VIA Rail these days.

You won't be able to blame this on Dave McKain, though. AS Of
the 1984 Annual Meeting, he was forced to step down due to pressure
of business, and the chore of passing on all the accumulated facts,
surmises and guesses has been passed to Bill Robinson.

Tribute must be paid to the dedicated work of our two previous
Editors - Jim Lehr who published 28 issues between November 1973
and August 1980; and Dave McLain who issued 17 more between October
1980 and February 1984. These two sleuths leave large boots to fill,
and I just hope that the new product will be up to their standard.

ANNUAL MEETING - 1984

The Annual Meeting of the RPO study Group was held in San Francisco
on September 8, 1y84.Ei> ghteen members and five visitors attended.

Regrets were received from Dave McLain, and congratulations were
extended to he and Bill Robinson on their election to the Board
or Governors. Lew Ludlow was given one more chance to do a good
job as Chairman of the Group, while Bill Robinson was railroaded
into the positions of Secretary, Treasurer and Newsletter Editor.

Annex II - the second update to Lew's Book of Canadian Railway
Cancellations was distributed to all members present, and copies
are enclosed for those members who were unable to be present. If
for any reason you have not received your copy, please contact
the Editor. This Annex continues the major number of new reports,
extended dates, train numbers, direction and time marks reported
last year in Annex I. Keep up the good work - it's the digging
of this Study Group which turns up most of this new information.

New reporter came from Jim Karr, Joe Purcell and Frank Waite at
the meeting, and these will be published in due course - either
in the Newsletter or the "Cowcatcher".

Lew showed his master listing to the meeting - showing how he
records every significant strike reported to him. He also reported
the sale of approximately 750 copies of the book to date.

Frank Waite contributed his usual incisive remarks, and suggested
a listing of strikes by the second terminal name - for ease in
deciphering partial strikes. This highly desirable listing would
now be feasible using a computer - and if Frank proceeds with the
project, we have agreed to print the results in the Newsletter.

Jack Wallace reported that he was making a detailed study of B.C.
Train numbers. Some numbers may be in error and not agree with
the schedules.

Joe Purcell reported a similar occurence where a clerk used the
only hammer in his possession - which wasn 't even the correct
run name - and inserted the correct train number for the run he
was making. The group also asked that all direction and train
markings should be printed in the listing. Lew noted that he
proposed to remove the cross-references to the old Shaw numbers

in future oa; ^_ _
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FUTURE ACTIVITIES

In response to a request from the Chairman, Graham Noble suggested
a study of the historical sequences of runs, and of Railway Companies
Articles were also suggested on the histories of defunct or absorbed
railways. For example, Dave McKain could find no generally published
data to assist in the write-up of his exhibit of Quebec R.P.O.s.

It was also suggested that we republish any official data which
surfaces, and that the Newsletter should keep members informed of
any specific research projects under way. This we can only do if
kept in the picture by the Group members . A register of who is
working on what was suggested.

Jim Lehr suggested that if members see R.P.O.strikes in exhibits
of other subjects that they report any nice strikes or new items
to the Editor. Graham Noble made a strong pitch for the writing
and general publication of an introduction to R.P.O.Collecting -
giving the history of railway mail service, the reasons for it,
and a good bibliography. We need novices and recruits!

Other research under way was reported by Palmer Moffat on Newfie
T.P.O.s - he showed a T.Y.O .route map of 1911 which was most
informative. Graham Noble also reported on-going research into
the Muskoka steamers , End of Track markings, and the CYR "Princess"
ships. There is certainly no lack or variety or enterprise in
the group.

Last - but not least - the Group decided to change the accounting
year from a calendar one to the period from one Annual Meeting to
the next. Dues were assessed at $ 5.00 U.S. or * 6 .uO CAN. for
the 1984-85 year. Your Editor will try to make it worthwhile.
Most members present at the Annual Meeting paid their dues at
that time - but if there is a red tick on the bottom of the front
page, it means you are in arrears. Please make cheques or Money
Orders payable to w.G.Robinson, and mail them to 5830 Cartier St.,
Vancouver, B.C., V6M 3A7, Canada.

NEWS - In oraer to keep the weight of this issue within the 30g
limit (,considering the five sheets of Annex II), we are somewhat
restricted - but we wish to start listing some of the Mail Clerks
on the Newfoundland Travelling Yost Offices according to the 1901
Year Book and Almanac supplied by Palmer Moffat -

Coastal Steamer West - John W.Kinsella
Coastal Steamer - John F.Newman
Conception Bay Railway- James Cox, Thomas Connor
N.N.& W. Railway - Charles Nicol, Mark Davis, John Mesher,

Isaac J.Evelly, Thos .F.Vavasour, Jas.Gushue
3.S. Bruce - James Coughlan
Bonavista Bay - John T.Coffin Placentia Bay - David Coady
Notre Dame Bay - John White Str.of Belle Is.-John McNeil
Trinity Bay - Stephen Jeans Labrador - Charles Butler

A skeleton staff for a very broad service.

Farewell for now. I hope the next issue will follow about April.
Please let the Editor have any comments , articles, discoveries,
on any aspect of R.P.O.s and T.P.O.s. The product will only be
as good as your input.

Good Hunting
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