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P4 Census By Vic Willson

P4 was Canada’s first UPU post card, issued at
the 2¢ rate as per the Congress of 1875,
which set rates for exchange of international
mail between member countries. Prior to this
issue, a post card was issued for use to the
United Kingdom (P3) at the 2¢ rate.

Although August 1, 1878 was the date of
Canada’s acceptance into the Universal Postal
Union, requiring an international use post card,
P4 did not appear until August 15, 1879. P3,
although inscribed for use to the United
Kingdom, was also in use for other international
mail during this period, but these uses are

P4 however was in use for many years, as
Canada’s next UPU card was not issued until
1896. No census has ever been published on
international uses of P4 that we know of. |
have kept a census of my own P4
international uses, and thought it might be
interesting to share this with PSSG members,
to see how many other uses we might
uncover. Below is an example of a P4 foreign
usage; please see page 2 for a table of usages
| have or have seen.

Send reports of new usages to Vic Willson at
lloydwill@aol.com or to PO Box 10026,
College Station, TX 77842-0025.

somewhat scarce.

This foreign usage of P4 was
sent from Montreal on Jun 25,
1892, to Sonsonate, Salvador
(July 14, 1892 San Salvador
receiver), where it was
redirected to Guatemala, and
received on July 27 1892
(Guatemala  receiver), and
returned (mss marking) Mar. 4,
to a collector in Montreal — all
for 2¢.

Illus. courtesy WCWalton
* added to table from this card

3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k ok ok ok ok ok sk sk ok ok ok ok ok ok ok sk sk sk sk kA DXIDK DK kKRR KKKk kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk ~

PSNotes Contact information: Chairman: Earle L. Covert, ecovert@telusplanet.net, Box 1190, Raymond,
AB TOK 250, phone 403-752-4548. For articles, news or reports: John Grace, our Secretary-Treasurer, and
contact person for the study group (jpgl353@yahoo.com, 734 Aspen Rd Pickering ON, L1V 4H2), and Jean
Walton (jwalton971@aol.com, or PSSG@comcast.net, 125 Turtleback Rd, Califon NJ 07830), layout/copy
editor for Postal Stationery Notes.

Emailed copy of PSNotes: To receive PSNotes in colour in pdf format, send your email to John Grace
at jpgl353@yahoo.com. It's free! If you prefer this version to the mailed version and ONLY want the
online version, let us know and we will remove you from the mailing list for Canada Post copies. But you
do not need to choose — you can continue to receive both.
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P4 CENSUS OF FOREIGN USAGES
Country P4 year of mailing Country P4 year of mailing
Algeria 1897 Great Britain 1880
Albania Greece 1890
Antigua 1895 Guatemala 1892*
Argentina 1885 Hawaii 1896
AUSTRALIAN STATES Holland/Netherlands 1885
New South Wales 1884 Honduras 1892
Queensland 1892 Hungary 1893
South Australia Iceland 1898
Victoria 1893 India 1893
Tasmania 1894 Ireland 1892
Western Aus 1898 Italy 1892
Austria 1879 Jamaica 1893
Hungary ? Japan 1891
Barbados 1887 Latvia 1896
Belgium 1883 Luxemburg 1882
Bermuda 1893 Macao 1893
Bolivia 1893 Madagascar 1894
Bosnia & Herzegovina Malta 1892
Brazil 1893 Mexico 1882
Br. Central African Rep. ? Newfoundland 1880
Br. Guiana 1892 New Zealand 1897
Br. Honduras 1892 Norway 1885
Br. Somaliland Paraguay 1895
British Treaty Ports in China Persia 1894
Chefoo 1888 Peru 1884
Foochow 1896 Philippines 1893
Bulgaria 1886 Portugal 1890
Canary Islands Puerto Rico 1883
Ceylon 1893 Romania 1888
Chile Russia ?
China ? Siam 1893
Colombia 1886 South Africa 1886
Congo Free State Spain 1885
Cuba 1894 St. Pierre & Miquelon 1888
Curacao 1886 St. Thomas DWI ?
Danish West Indies ? St. Vincent 1894
Denmark 1894 Straits Settlement 1887
Dominican Rep 1889 Sweden 1889
Dutch East .Indies 1882 Switzerland 1896
Dutch Guiana Trinidad 1894
El Salvador 1892* Tunisia 1893
Egypt 1894 Turkey 1889
Finland 1893 Uruguay 1893
France 1879 Venezuela 189?
Germany 1880 Zanzibar 1896
Gibraltar 1889
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Printed To Private Order Flag Envelopes: Part 1

These Printed to Private Order Envelopes are known from three users— Automotive Opinion
Forum, Columbia Recording, and Reader’s Digest. Similar if not identical envelopes are known
from Columbia Records and Reader’s Digest using permits instead of postal stationery.

With Reader’s Digest, | saw the same design envelope arrive in the mail to two different people
on the same day, one using the postal stationery and one a permit. Bill Walton once speculated

that this could be a typical direct mail test to see which got better response.

Pierre Gauthier and (through Pierre), Marcel Bienvenue helped supply scans where | didn’t have
them. Readers are asked to send scans at 300 dpi and 50% of any envelopes we have missed.

AUTOMOBILE OPINION FORUM

|||||

®

Fig. 1: Automobile Opinion Forum — 3 types, no precancel, Montreal regular precancel and Olympic precancel with

recycle logo.

—

automotive
" opinion

forum

Fig. 2: Automobile Opinion Forum with new corner card and regular Montreal precancel without recycle logo.
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COLUMBIA RECORDS

" COLUMBIA HOUSE ; e

exclusive naturé

Due to the
/45“—‘ 1 of this SPECIAL OFFER <3
S, WE WANT YOU BACK! o Preferred Former Members,
R

o
X L//’/
ﬂ ' please respond

immediately.

L -

Fig. 3: Columbia Records with regular Toronto Precancel — not known in a French version

D 5900 Finch Ave., East
Scarborough, Ontario M1B 5X7

PERSONAL INVITATION...«© recenve an ixr:rearmdlnar}/
[Details Inside.)
7

You are about to experience music
as you never have before.

Please respond by September 22, 1995

AL L1 LY

Fig. 4: Another Columbia Records with Toronto Precancel — not known in a French version.

READER’S DIGEST

100 H3C 18D BSIE7 A !
5. HURTUBISE " i i §
« DIRECTRICE DES CONCOURS PUBLICITAIRES W e | G
1 nh{’urmu.' DU READLR 5 DIGEST 215, aormar Rodfers CODESFOSTAL S RASTAL 11
Ir} entimred (Quibec) HIZ 2V9

[
w7

__ 3 ..
e

© MOMECY, Stlection du Risders Digest (Cansda) Lty SIS

Fig. 5: SELECTION DU READER’S DIGEST S95-BGPS Probably exists in an English version — not yet found.
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W6 Regders

Reader’s Digest « 215 Redfern Avenu
DEPARTMENT OF

SWEEPSTAKES
ADMINISTRATION

© MCMXCY, The Readar's Digest Association (Canada) Lid M35-BGR

Fig. 6: READER’S DIGEST = M95-BGR Not found yet in a French version.

COMITE DE SELECT JON DU SWEEPSTAKE

Siege social

Sélection du Reader's Digest

215, avenue Redfern

Westmount (Québec) HIZ2V9 |

Ay
o P

DECLARATION DE STATUT DE FINALISTE POTENTIEL

O MUMNEY, Solvnusn d Sleser's Diigest | Camandia) Lite LD

Fig. 7: SELECTION DU READER’S DIGEST  $95-BDIPS On gold speckled paper. from Pierre Gauthier
Not yet found in an English version

!I Dept. SD, Reador's Digest = Westmount, Quebel

© MCNIKCV, Th Finader's Digest Asssciation (Canada] Lid CIRCAAD

Fig. 8: READER’S DIGEST CB-CAAO —in English. The French version is on a deeper yellow paper, see below.
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J Service des concours: * Westmount (Québec) HAZ 2ve
s FOSTR: '
B T

=

Fig. 10: READER’S DIGEST M95-WST These are always beaten up. | believe they contained a cassette
tape. — . . —

Fig. 11: SELECTION DU READER’S DIGEST (CANADA) LTEE  S95-WFP from Marcel Bienvenue
Additional Reader’s Digest items will follow in our next issue.
~ DAL ~
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Canadian Postal Stationery with Francophone Advertising: VI

Pierre Gauthier & Bill Walton

French ads continued on into the George VI period, with various uses on P66 cards. Here again is
a comparison set — 5 tips for Goodrich Tire — shown in both its English and French version, on

P66.

Cher propriétalire d'auto:

I1 semble que nous avons la
| _réputation de tralter nos cliapt.a
[ _comme-dgs amis. Cette rdputat]
|_eroyonacnous, vient de ce quis
| —soUT resdons sorvice aux clipais
|——r.noun-leus dormona des cons
86T la manidére d'obtenir plus
d'asgrément de leurs autos...nous
leur donnons un bon service.

Vous trouveres, par exemple,
en verso de cette carte, cing
conseils sur la maniére d'cbtenir
plus grand millage de vos pneus.
Hous enticlipons svoir le plalsir
de vous servir.

SIROIS - AUTOMOEILES - LTEE.
VERDEUR - MERCUEY - METEOR
TEL. 6121

8,

Mr. L. Letienne
2415 Marie Leneuf

Three Rivers, Que.

5 MOYENS o‘augmenter le millage des pneus
grandes allures répent le

+ carrecte-
mant gonflés. Ly virifier choqus  cooulchows des preus. Le pove
semaine . . . un excs 0w wn o leflel de I'émerl,

~VENEZ FAIRE INSPECTS
YOS PNEUS REGULIEREM

R B e Sartiatin survica: do rapssl Il
Na. 1

3 surd

QUI ONT ADOPTE LES
B. F. Goodrich
ONT ABANDONNE
UNE AUTRE MARQUE
Des enquite dimantrent qus
3 usegers de pneus B.F.
Goodrich wwr 5 ont aban-
donné wne oulre marque
pour: plus de  profection
tantre les dclotements, plus

Fig. 29A

(P66)

Dear Car Owner:

It seems as though w,
reputation for being
place to do business.

more pleasure from their cars
« « « giving good service.

For example, you'll find §
tips for more tire mileage on the
back of this card. We like to
have the pleasurs of serving you.

B. F. GOODRICH STORES
189 EKING ST. (EAST OF RICHMOND)
PHORE Met 5073 LOEDOR

"Use Our Thrifty Budget Plan"

Miss M. C, Remsden,
500 Colborne St.,

London, Ont.

LET US GIVE YOUR TIRES

Ask about our reminder service

REGULAR TIRE INSPECTION iff‘\"'

Mg, 1

3 out of 5

“Motorists Switched To

B. F. Goodrich
From Some Other Brand
Yes, surveys shew that 3-
out-of-5 B. F. Goodrich tire

swners swilched from semas
other brand. The reassns:

. exira blew-out prefection,

longer mileage, smoather
riding—plus freedom from

Fig. 29B

And two more Goodrich cards in French — one used in Sherbrooke and the other in Montreal.

CANADA PO

R

|I|III S.
r

5

Goodrich

E DE VACANCES!

<

Fig. 30A & B (both P66f)
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RADIO D'AUTOMOBILE
Le Meilleur Marché AU CANADA

Co prinent fadio d'Astomobils & cing lomoer o beoscoss d'samain o
ol --v-dl lewse risonnonce, of Il ve vend boa marche. Pewt dne iamalle
e gusl char s o ln ioblier de I'ewto. Le eadean wit

CREDIT FACILE ET IMMEDIAT

1302 Mount Royal East
MONTREAL
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Village >

Comeé /{M‘f;"w’)’{ Provincs At e

Fig. 31: A Palmolive soap ad with a mute Toronto machine cancel, offering 2 free bars!

Hopital Alexandra,
Charron

Pte. St.Charles, Wue.

Mv:liquﬂ le Campost & Calfeutrer Conanine avec un fusil confortable
main tel que montrer plus haut ou avec un contenu
Les Architectes spécifient et les Constructeurs | le Ca & Calfe

2 MORCEAUX DE

GRAT -, SAVON PALMOLIV

sur présentation de ce coupon quand veu 1 fpg‘qutl de Super Suds che
)

ACTON VALE,

OFFRE GRATUITE

Voire chance d'essayerle nouveau

SUPER SUDS

ACHETEZ CE

GROS PAQUET

CONCENTRE
ET LE
e PALMOLIVE
AU MARCHAMD: Ca coupen sera rocheté i volre priz da déte 1 hab I do 2 mercooux de Polmolive awn
canditions ci-dassus, Toubs oulrs applicatien cansive une frauda. Colgate-Faimslive-Pest Co. Ltd. A2t
(P66)

COMPOSE A
CALFEUTRER

Epargne du combustible
Arréte tout courant d'air
et
Rend la maison

Conanine pour seuils de fenétres, cadres de portes, puits de lumilres, fentes
dans les mirs, joints des cabines de bois rond; aussi pour lustrage des serres,
pour remplir fentes et joints des bateaux, couvertures d'automobiles, etc.
Couleurs: NOIR, GRIS, ROUGE, BRUN, BLANC, VERT, CREME et CHAMOIS

“w= THE CONANT COMPANY LIMITED "omessi'va™

Montréal, P.Q.

Colle a Bois Moderne

servez-vous de

Fig. 32: The Conant Company, Limited, a Montreal firm, with a Montreal mute machine cancel. (P66)

Colle de Résine d’Urée

Monsieur,

Vous avez droit de
voter pour |'élection
d'un Maire et des
Echevins au Poll No.
1 situé & ou prés du
No. 125,-54e Ave.,
«Chalet Dixie»

Le bureau de vo-
tation sera ouvert le 3
avril 1944, de 9 hres
du matin & 7 hres du
soir.

Vue illustrant un joint collé et séparé.
Morceau d'érable collé avec la colle de résine
Bulldog Grip et séparé.

Force typique: 3480 lbs. au pc.; 85% de ré-

POST CARD - CARTE POSTALE

CANADA

Sir,

You are entitled to
vote at the election
of a Mayor and Alder-
menat Poll No. 1
situated at or near No.

s i Mlle Caroline Levine,
e 47 ~—b6Eme-avenue,

The Poll will be o ~Laehine il
pened on April 3rd : . [ e
1944, from 9 o'clock i y e B
a. m. to 7 o'clock [ e N IA
p. m. ;

e ¥

sistance (ne pas se séparer).
# Résistant a I'eau
# Ne tache pas »Facile 4 méler

Ecriver aujaurd’ hui méme &

CANADIAN ADHESIVES LTD.
2104, Ave Aird - Montréal, Qué.

Fig. 33: Bulldog Glue from Canadian
Adhesives on a mint P66i card.
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Fig. 34: An election card with text in English and French, sent in
March 1944 with a Montreal cancel, the card addresses both
Anglophones and Francophones on the same card.

(P66i)

Postal Stationery Notes
PS Study Group of BNAPS



Other advertisers who wanted to reach both Anglophone and Francophone Canadians often did
cards in both English and French:

18 KiNDS

HEINZ CHICKEN WITH NOO
HEINZ CHICKEN WITH mc'
- HEINZ OX TAIL

HEINZ SCOTCH BROTH

'HEINZ CORN CHOWDER L}
HEINZ VEGETABLE BEEF

HEINZ BEAN WITH HAM

HEINZ CREAM OF ONION

e SeuE Turre ' mr: LA umu.:
e v

en raffolera f @
ﬁ: :m: g -nm'ru : I SOUPE CREME t::ﬂ:zg? HEINZ |c .n
HEINZ CREAM OF MUSHROOM SOUPE CREME DE CELERI, HEINZ

HEINZ CREAM OF SPINACH
HEINZ CREAM OF TOMATO

™ SOUPE CREME DE 1S VE « HEIN. - PA'-) ‘II K
el :‘.%“f““*é%y o LISt/ LA

SOUPE CREME D'EPINARDS, HEINZ

ni
HEINZ tome Recipe ; iﬂ':_: fux'?'n':{-l ﬁﬂ&fﬁ“::m /ﬁ
S0UPE AU Ix'u‘t.n“nu:n”m:. HEINZ - a4 Yy s / (=F g F

cnmmnnt. HEINZ . =~ & =

“CHOWDER™ AU BLE D'INDE, HEINZ
SOUPE A LA TORTUE, HEINZ T
' SOURE A LA QUEUE DE umr. HEINZ
BOUILLON I

OS5AIS, H
SOUPE AY l‘&lur \'r'm-Lhullu. HEINZ .
‘SOUPE AU Lhuﬂﬁ.m
SOUPE VEGETARIENNE AU l.lnulln. HEINZ P

| SOUPES:: mHEWZ S

Fig. 35A & B: Heinz used a 2¢ card with advertising for their soups in 1939. These appear to be
addressed to consumers, and were not sent at the printed matter rate. (P68 38/0)

o~
L} -
5 '
5, Th By oll st e i
Ed
©  how about your fable?
Make your 1able lovelier with our ex-
citing new sllverplate pattern—blos-
som-crowned “April” by Wm. Rogers
& Son. A5-piece service for eight
$41,95. Note April's h-nnd-carvod look,
its graceful b
of uur special
limited time of Les afrins sont fnih f.:out o
fork—aonly 4 > J ) P
Win roena Pagues..(Vohe table Lestelle?
Gardenia. See| Qua votre table soit encore plus gaie avec
Wircher, Siv hofre  pouveau modéle fascinant de
plaqué-argent “April“—la courcnnement
ROBE e s floraison—par Wm. Rogers & Son.
Une coutellerie de 43 morceaux pour

ROBERT BROWN |  pyit—$41.95. Notez la délicatesse du
/ modéle “April”, de |a ciselure qui parait
J faite & la main. Profitez de notre offre
spéciale  d'introduction  (pour  temps
limitd) d'vne fourchette & buffer “April”
—sevlement 4%c. Deux autres beaux
modéles Wm. Rooers & Son—Exquisite,
Gardenia. Venez les voir bientdt, voulez-

/ vous? AT il
@4’%% )I’M Mantrer, Argeniaria, Caduaws, Dismants Table mise pour luncheen de Plguss.

Ste-Anne de Bellevue Tel. 381

By s At ftn. oo e

Fig. 36A & B: Wm. Rogers introduced a new silverplate flatware pattern, dubbed “April” for Easter 1950.
The English copy is sent within Sudbury with a mute cancel, and the French is sent locally with a Ste.
Anne de Bellevue cancel. Those smart enough to take advantage of this offer would find that a single
place setting would cost a good deal more than $42 today! (P66d)
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@ T. ! ‘I r.-l ‘ _J’ |
LT e ARt

AU MARCHAND:

Veuillez donner au porteur,
en échange de celte carte,
une bolte—format ordinaire B

—de PUREE HEINZ POUR MME. J_. M. :Q {NEAU
BEBES. Votre vendeur Heinz RUE ST KAGLOIRE.

vous la rachétera au prix de MONTMAGNY . p%

détail ordinaire lors de sa

prochaine visite.
H. J. HEINZ COMPANY
OF CANADA LTD.
LEAMINGTON  ONTARIO

Fig. 37: A later Heinz card, addressed to merchants regarding their baby foods, sent
from Leamington, Ontario March 30, 1955, to Montmagny. It likely has an English

equivalent. (P75 43/0)

So far, we have only one Elizabethan card to show:

e S

“La representante de tous!” -3
Gauthier, Mary | X
“"Who Can Represent All” 5
SEE OVER —

Fig. 38: This card, for an election in 1962, is bilingual and is the only card with French
not sent to Quebec. Timmins has a large French language community (39% in 2006),

and Mary Gauthier was addressing both language groups. (P91)
Our last section will follow and includes items other than post cards
~ DADKIDA ~
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