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Our thanks  t o  Steven Whitcombe f o r  t h e  e n c l o s e d  index  f o r  PSN Volume 7. 

NEW STATIONERY RELEASED 

February  1, 1989 was t h e  o f f i c i a l  f i r s t  day o f  i s s u e  f o r  t h r e e  new p i e c e s  
o f  C a n a d i a n  p o s t a l  s t a t i o n e r y .  The d e s i g n s  f o r  t h e  3 8 ~  8 8  and  f 1 0  s i z e  . 

e n v e l o p e s  and  t h e  7 6 ~  a e r o g r a m m e  a r e  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  d e s i g n s  f o r  t h e  
c o r r e s p o n d i n g  3 7 ~  a n d  7 4 ~  i t e m s  i s s u e d  i n  1988. The p r i n t i n g  o f  t h e  
e n v e l o p e s  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  moved f r o m  I n n o v a ' s  B r a n t f o r d  p l a n t  t o  i t s  
Montreal  o p e r a t i o n .  The r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  t h e  k n i v e s  f o r  t h e  3 8 ~  enve lopes  
d i f f e r  from t h o s e  o r i g i n a l l y  used f o r  t h e  3 7 ~  envelopes .  The d i f f e r e n c e  
i s  f a i r l y  o b v i o u s  f o r  t h e  118's. F o r  t h e  #10 ' s ,  t h e  s i z e  and  s h a p e  o f  t h e  
f l a p s  of  t h e  3 7 ~  and 3 8 ~  enve lopes  a r e  t h e  same, and t h e  most n o t i c e a b l e  
k n i f e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  t h e  s h a p e  o f  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  e n v e l o p e .  I t  m i g h t  b e  
u s e f u l  f o r  members  t o  c h e c k  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  3 7 ~  e n v e l o p e s  i n  c a s e  t h e  new 
k n i v e s  were a l s o  used f o r  3 7 ~  enve lopes  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  
r a t e  change .  

E a r l e  Cover t  r e p o r t s  t h a t  members should  a l s o  keep  a n  eye  o u t  f o r  c o p i e s  
o f  t h e  e n v e l o p e s  w i t h o u t  s e c u r i t y  p r i n t i n g  a n d  c o p i e s  w i t h  s e c u r i t y  
p r i n t i n g  and no s t amp impress ions .  Such e r r o r  c o p i e s ,  r e s u l t i n g  from two 
p i e c e s  o f  paper  go ing  through t h e  p r e s s  t o g e t h e r ,  have been found i n  two 
s e p a r a t e  b a t c h e s  of enve lopes  s e n t  t o  a  s i n g l e  p o s t  o f f i c e .  

Robert  Lemire 

SOME NOTES ON THE 5~  WILDING FORM 95 ELECTION ENVELOPES 

About t e n  y e a r s  a g o  I h a d  some c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  J o h n  A i t k o n  and D i c k  
S t a e c k e r  concern ing  t h e  e l e c t i o n  enve lope  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  EN813d i n  Webb's 
C a t a l o g u e .  Our l l f i . nd ings"  may b e  o l d  news  t o  some members  o f  t h e  s t u d y  
g r o u p  b u t ,  a s  f a r  a s  I know, t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  h a s  n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  b e e n  
pub l i shed .  

I f  t h e  p r i n t i n g  number on t h e  enve lopes  can  be  b e l i e v e d ,  150,0.00 Form 95 
envelopes  were  p r i n t e d  i n  E n g l i s h  w i t h  a  form d a t e  of  6-57. Examinat ion 
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o f  even a  few of  t h e s e  enve lopes  f r o m . d i f f e r e n t  s o u r c e s  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e r e  
a r e  a c t u a l l y  two  d i s t i n c t  v a r i e t i e s .  The f i r s t  t y p e  i s  gummed by t h e  
p l u n g e r  m e t h o d  ( w i d t h  o f  t h e  gum band  i s  i r r e g u l a r  and  d e p e n d s  on t h e  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  a n d  number  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  gum - s e e  F i g u r e  l a  and  
a l s o  PSN Vol. 1 ,  pg. 4 ) .  The k n i f e  i s  s u c h  t h a t  t h e  e n v e l o p e  hag  a 
m o d e r a t e l y  d e e p  p o i n t e d  f l a p  ( f l a p  "A" i n  F i g u r e  2) .  The s e c o n d  t y p e  o f  
envelope has  gum a p p l i e d  by t h e  r o l l e r  method ( t h e  gum i s  a p p l i e d  even ly  
t o  t h e  paper  i n  a  c o n s i s t e n t  s h a r p l y - d e f i n e d  a r e a  - F i g u r e  l b )  and h a s  a  
d i f f e r e n t  k n i f e  w i t h  an  even s h a r p e r  enve lope  f l a p  ( f l a p  "B" i n  F i g u r e  2). 

( a )  p lunger  gum ( b )  r o l l e r  gum 

F i g u r e  1. Gum Methods Used on EN814d 

- 
The k n i f e  w i t h  f l a p  "A" was a l s o  used f o r  e l e c t i o n  enve lopes  EN813, EN813c 
and  EN813h. The k n i f e  w i t h  f l a p  "B" i s  f o u n d  on my c o p y  o f  EN813e. My 
copy of EN813a h a s  r o l l e r  gum, b u t  a  k n i f e  t h a t  d i f f e r s  from e i t h e r  shown 
i n  F i g u r e  1. Do o t h e r  members  h a v e  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  Webb EN-813 Form 95 
envelopes  w i t h  kn ives  d i f f e r e n t  from t h o s e  d e s c r i b e d  h e r e  ? 

Figuure  2 F laps  of EN813d (enve lope  f l a p s  reduced t o  6 4 % )  

Robert  Lemire 

CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY PICTORIAL POST CARDS 

I n  t h e  l a s t  i s s u e  of  PSN we began i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  CPR r a i l w a y  views.  The - 
s e r i e s  c o n t i n u e s  below. 



In the W d  . . . ST. C U T H B E ~  ' .  " 1 
CPR3 - a l l  g r e e n  t e x t  u n s e r i f e d  

CPR 3a - 1 s t  s t a t e ,  g r e e n  t e x t  s e r i f e d ,  s h i p s  on ly  i n  

I - .The most Cbsrmiag Hokl 
hl 8b8 world. I 

d i s t a n c e  

CPR3a - 2nd s t a t e ,  g reen  t e x t  s e r i f e d ,  s h i p s  on ly  i n  d i s t a n c e  
1 1 1 I t  Over l l t l l  



- 3rd  s t a t e ,  g r e e n  t e x t  s e r i f e d ,  s h i p s  on ly  i n  ( 

l t l l l  over 11 11 e  
i i s t a n c e  

Im tbr WHY, 
. ~ - ~ . - 4 t h  s t a t e ,  g reen  t e x t  s e r i f e d ,  s h i p s  o n l y  i n  d 

m R  ADDRCSS ONLY. 

Tk moat c b a n l s ~  Hotd: .. 
Im tba WvHd. . ; 

. . . .. 

- 5 t h  s t a t e ,  g r e e n  t e x t  s e r i f e d ,  s h i p s  on ly  i n  d 
lllll Over llo" 

i i s t a n c e  



Y' II 
CPR3b - added s h i p  a t  lower- le f t  near shore 

Im tbo WaIC 

CPR4 - s t a t e  1 ,  2- l ine  t i t l e  under view, period under "n" of 
"Frontenacl' 

... 

I 
--..- _ . .  _- --. -- 

Tbe mt Cb~mIng Hotel 
Im the World. 

--.---- " : -.-..-- R. R. I 
_-___-.__..I__ - 

- s t a t e  2 ,  2 - l i ne  t i t l e  under view, period under 



CPMa - 4 - l i n e  t i t l e  under view,  period a f t e r  "Quebec" 

I Charmu Fmntenmc. 
wet=, 

Tho most Cbamlnlt Hotel  
in the WOHQ. 

- 4 - l i n e  t i t l e  under view,  comma a f t e r  "Quebec" 
B i l l  Walton 

ADDITIONAL NOTES ON PRIVATELY PRECANCELLED POST 

Based on i n f o r m a t i o n  s e n t  by  Mark Arons and E a r l e  C o v e r t ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
i t ems  should be added t o  the  t h e  Canadian Precancel led Pos ta l  S ta t ionery  
Handbook: 

paqe 27 
P26d 2 fine lines -4-18 l/2 x 4 Ottawa, (3nt. 3.W. M c f l r ~ y  

paw 31 
P30f 3 pairs of bars -17-16 l/2 x 18 l/2 Toronto, [)nt. Meraton Scales & Carpany 

paqe 36 - under P41f 
P41f 5 bars - medium Danbrooke B.C. Rexall Drug Store 
P41f 2 pairs of fine l ines -16-19 x 7 1/2 Montreal Que. Fyon & Lyon L i m i t b  



On p a g e  3 3  o f  t h e  Handbook, t h e  e n t r y  f o r  P37c ( i n  Webb's 5 t h  e d i t i o n  
KP37c) -25C-19x8 s h o u l d  b e  l i s t e d  a s  known f r o m  T o r o n t o  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
H a m i l t o n .  S i m i l a r l y ,  f o r  t h e  e n t r y  P62b-7-21x13  o n  p a g e  4 1 ,  H o r a c e  
H a r r i s o n  h a s  r e p o r t e d  a  c a r d  ( o f  t h e  s a m e  t y p e  a n d  f r o m  t h e  s a m e  u s e r )  
from Windsor. Using t h e  numbering scheme i n  t h e  5 t h  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  Webb's 
Cata logue,  t h i s  c a r d  shou ld  be renumbered t o  m - 7 - 2 1 x 1 3 .  The c a t a l o g u e  
number  o f  t h e  c a r d  b e l o w  on  ---- Handbook p a g e  4 1  ("P62b-X-10-18x14") s h o u l d  
a l s o  b e  c h a n g e d  t o  -- P 6 2 i - 1 0 - 1 8 x 1 4  ( t h e  "X" i s  d r o p p e d  b e c a u s e  c a r d s  w i t h  
p r i v a t e l y  a d d e d  h e a d i n g s  d o  n o t  h a v e  s e p a r a t e  c a t a l o g u e  s t a t u s  i n  t h e  
Webb's 5 t h  e d i t i o n ) .  

George Manley 

On r e a d i n g  t h e  JanuaryIFebruary  i s s u e  of  Topics ,  members w i l l  have 
p robab ly  no ted  t h e  p a s s i n g  of  J a c k  Robb. J a c k  was a n  e n t h u s i a s t i c  
p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  t h e  Study Group who c o n t r i b u t e d  many u s e f u l  p i e c e s  
o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  s e v e r a l  p r o j e c t s .  I h a d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  J a c k  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  f e w  y e a r s ,  a n d  i n  common 
w i t h  many o t h e r  members o f  t h e  Study Group, w i l l  g r e a t l y  m i s s  h i s  
h e l p f u l  comments and q u e s t i o n s .  

I .  

PUZZLES I N  CANADIAN STATIONERY 

PUZZLE #5 1 The number of s u b i e c t s  i n  t h e  p r i n t i n g  p l a t e s  f o r  t h e  
V i c t o r i a n  BABNC p o s t  c a r d s  (Webb P5 - P12) 

One o f  t h e  m a j o r  r e m a i n i n g  q u e s t i o n s  i n  BNA s t a t i o n e r y  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  
t y p o g r a p h e d  p o s t  c a r d s  p r o d u c e d  u n d e r  t h e  B r i t i s h  A m e r i c a n  Bank Note  



Company c o n t r a c t  i n  t he  l a s t  cen tury  (Webb P5-P12). That ques t ion  is ,  how - 
many s u b j e c t s  were t h e r e  i n  each p l a t e ?  

The s i n g l e  c a r d s  were  s u g g e s t e d  many y e a r s  ago  t o  have  been  produced  i n  
4 0 - s u b j e c t  p l a t e s ,  b u t  t h i s  h a s  n e v e r  been  c o n f i r m e d ,  and even  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  a t t r i b u t i o n  is  i n  doubt. A s  f a r  a s  I know, no informed guess a s  
t o  t he  s i z e  of  t he  r e p l y  c a r d , p l a t e  has  eve r  been made. 

Here is  t h e  puzzle.  
Can t h e  PSSG p o o l  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  t o  come up w i t h  t e n t a t i v e  a n s w e r s  f o r  
any of  t he se  ca rds?  

New p l a t e s  were undoubtedly b u i l t  up from e l e c t r o s  many t imes  f o r  most 
of t he se  ca rds  - and s i n c e  n e i t h e r  t he  number of p l a t e s  nor t h e  number 
of s u b j e c t s  per p l a t e  is  known, t h i s  makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s t a r t .  What 
i s  needed i s  some card from t h e  per iod t h a t  a lmost  s u r e l y  was produced 
e n t i r e l y  f rom one  p l a t e  s o  t h a t  a l l  t h a t  h a s  t o  be  d e t e r m i n e d  i s  t h e  
number of s u b j e c t s .  

A t  l e a s t  one  r e p l y  c a r d  - Webb P6a/6b ,  w i t h  t h e  s t a m p  a t  t h e  l e f t  - 
a l m o s t  s u r e l y  f i l l s  t h e  b i l l .  Only o n e  message  h a l f  p l a t e ,  and  one 
r e p l y  h a l f  p l a t e ,  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  have been used t o  produce t h i s  card.  

T h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  i t  s h o u l d  be p o s s i b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
p o s i t i o n s  f o r  e a c h  h a l f  o f  t h i s  c a r d ,  and t h u s  a t  l e a s t  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  
l i k e l y  number of s u b j e c t s  i n  the  r e p l y  card p l a t e s  of t h i s  period. - 
To de f ine  a  p o s i t i o n  wi th  typographed ca rds  - t h a t  i s  ca rds  produced by 
r e l i e f  p r i n t i n g  - whi te  space f l aws  must be used: e x t r a  ink  l i n e s  can be 
t r a n s i t o r y  b e c a u s e  s o m e t h i n g  was s t u c k  on t h e  p l a t e  and mus t  be u s e d  
with cau t ion  and o f t e n  only a s  a  l a s t  r e s o r t .  

I have examined some e n t i r e  (unsevered) cards ,  and some severed ha lves  
and have found a  few poss ib l e  s t a r t i n g  po in t s :  
1) P6b, which  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  5 t h  e d i t i o n  o f  Webb's, h a s  been  

r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a  v a r i e t y  f o r  many y e a r s .  I t  a p p e a r s  on t h e  s t a m p  on 
t h e  r e p l y  h a l f  o f  t h e  c a r d ,  and shows a  l a r g e  w h i t e  f l a w  e x t e n d i n g  
f rom t h e  back  o f  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  b u s t  t o  t h e  l e f t  a c r o s s  t h e  
background t o  a  po in t  oppos i te  t he  "0" of "ONE". 

2 )  On two u n s e v e r e d  c o p i e s  w i t h  t h e  P6b r e p l y  h a l f ,  t h e  message  h a l f  
shows t h e  uppe r  r i g h t  b a r  o f  t h e  "T" i n  "THE" t o  be b r o k e n , .  s o  t h a t  
i t  appears  a s  a  separa ted  s h o r t  dash. 

3)  Two message ha lves  of P6a show a  cons t an t  f law wi th  a  notch o r  n iche  
i n  t he  v e r t i c a l  shading l i n e s  below the  "0" i n  "POST" i n  t h e  heading, 
a f f e c t i n g  two of t h e  shading l i n e s .  

T h i s  i s  a  s m a l l  b e g i n n i n g ,  b u t  i t  may g i v e  o t h e r  members a  s t a r t i n g  
po in t  f o r  looking a t  any copies  they  own of  P6aIP6b. I f  any member can 
f i n d  another  f law on e i t h e r  h a l f  of one of t he se  ca rds  and can desc r ibe  
i t  - p r e f e r a b l y  w i t h  a  photocopy - we may be a b l e  t o  f i n d  a d d i t i o n a l  
examples and confirm i t  a s  a d i s t i c t i v e  p l a t e  posi t ion.  Ul t imate ly ,  we 
may be a b l e  t o  a l l o c a t e  a l l  examples of  each h a l f  of a l l  of t he se  cards  
t o  s p e c i f i c  p o s i t i o n s ,  and determine the  p l a t e  s i z e .  

B i l l  Walton 


