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Characteristics of NYL Branch Office Perforations by Michael Dicketts

In an attempt to identify individual branch perforators of the various New York

Life insurance Company machines I have compiled a list of distinctive character-

istics. These, I hope, will serve to assist others in allocating perf ins to the

proper branch office; especially when examples are only partially on the stamp.
By comparing key areas of the perforator die with the stamp under examination it

should be possible to asuign the proper branch to a problem stamp.

As the results are based solely on my own limited collection, I invite others to
contribute additional details. In the case of N10b and N10f, as I lack any examples

no data is listed. Please write to me in Kingston with your comments and further

information. If sufficient detail is supplied I will prepare a further item for
future publication.

First some general remarks about the NYL design. In most dies the four pin
diagonal line of the 'N' does. not appear straight or with the four holes equidistant

from each other. Characteristically pin N9 curves in towards pin N10, while there
is often a larger spacing than normal between pins N7 and N8. Another area worth

mentioning is the tail of the tY'. Pin Y5 in relationship to pin L10 varies in

distance, depending on which die and which branch machine is being examined. This

could be a further key to separation if someone wants to look into it.

I use a transparent plastic rule when taking measurements, as this is generally

considered to be the most accurate instrument commonly available. All measurements

are based on the distance from the center of the outermost holes.

All observations are of a general nature, being based on the limited quantities in

my collection, and do not take into consideration the possibilities caused by bent
pins.

N10a - no broken pins observed.
- diagonal stroke on 'N' rarely straight with slightly wider

spacing between pins N7 and N8.
- 'Y' measurement 3mm.



N10c - broken pins N2 and Y6 in issues from 1930 to 1954.
- broken pins N12 and N13 in issues from 1930 to 1954.
- ' Y' measurement 3mm.
- distance between dies 9mm.

N10d - no broken pins.
- N6 pin very close to N5 pin.
- ' Y' measurement 31rsnm.

N10a - no broken pins.
- 'Y' measurement 3n.

N10g - no broken pins.
- ' Y' measurement 2 3/4mm.
- distance between dies 10mm.

N10h - broken pin N9.
- code hole level with L4.
- 'Y' measurement 3r..

N10i - no broken pins.
- ' Y' measurement 3srmm.

N10j - no broken pins.
- pin L1 slightly out of vertical with remaining pins L2 and W.
- 'Y' measurement 3mm.

N10k - no broken pins.
- pin N14 is 'mm lower than pin N5.
- design is normally perforated sideways.
- ' Y' measurement 3mm.
- distance between dies 10mm.

N101 - no broken pins.
- diagonal stroke on ' N' straight with evenly spaced pins.
- ' Y' measurement 4mm.

- distance between dies 10mm.

Notes 1. 'Y' measurement is based on distance between pins Y1 and Y8.

2. Distance between dies is measured from pins Y8 and N5.

Editor's Note . - Give some consideration that N10d is actually N1Ce with one code
pin broken . The issues are the same for over 30 years. It
would be of value to prove this one way or the other.
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One Other Provincial Official

Perf in collectors are aware of the three Canadian perforated Provincial Official
insignia found on Canadian stamps , namely:

L1 - LA Legislative Assembly , Province of Ontario , Toronto.

P4 - PEI Province of Prince Edward Island , Charlottetown.

P10 - PS Province of Saskatchewan , Regina.

There is one more Canadian Provincial Official perforated insignia but it is not
found on Canadian stamps , only on stamps of Great Britain. It is 'ONT/GOV' used
by the Ontario Government at their Ontario House in London, England.

Based on the information in "The Catalogue of Official Perf ins" compiled by Mary
E. Thoronton and members of the Security, Endorsement & Perf in Society of G.B.,
the first official Ontario Government office was opened in 1908 by Mr. N.B. Colcock.

Ontario had Commissioners in the United Kingdom as far back as 1869 when an Ontario

journalist, Thomas White Jr., came as a special Commissioner of Immigration. At

that time there were no offices, and the work of promoting immigration was carried

out be Commissioners in co-operation with shipping agencies, etc.

The first Ontario House was erected at 163-164 Stand in 1930 but because of economy
measurements the office was closed in 1934. A building in Charles II Street

became the new Ontario House in 1944 where the Ontario Government reopened their
offices. This office is still active.

The only stamps that have been reported with this insignia are Scott No. 130, 160,
161 and 162 or Stanley Gibbons No. 291 (or 292), 357, 362 and 368 (or 369).

More on Mounting a Perfin Collection by David Izzett

I was interested to read Michael Dicketts' article on 'Mounting Collections' in
the April issue. I had already devised my own way of assimbling my collection

of perfins and it is substantially along the lines he has suggested. We both

collect all stamps possible for each design and ignore positions.

In one respect, however, I have made a major departure and I feel that it could

be worth sharing with readers of the BNA Perforator. I do not hinge my stamps

but insert them into Wawid strips. This means that each stamp can easily be

removed for examination and that the pattern is always absolutely clear. With
a little practice stamps can be arranged quickly and attractively on to a page

and in the case of those pattern where a large number of different stamps is

available, when another one comes along, perhaps of a very early issue, it is
the easiest thing in the world to adjust and to find a suitable place for it.

Larger stamps can be positioned to make an interesting page (without greatly

sacrificing catalogue order). The black background of the Hawid strip often

means the pattern on the stamp can be clearly seen without handling it at all.

As a finishing touch the whole of the write up has been done with Lettraset.

The resultant albums show that Canadian perfins are nolonger a. back number but

form a collection to be prized and treasured. Which is where, I believe, we

want to put PERFINS.



Notes from the Questionnaire Coordinator by Joe Purcell

Perfins used by Railway Subsidiaries as reported on survey sheets.

CNR - Canadian Northern Steamship Lines
Chateau Laurier , Ottawa
Canadian National Railway/ Great Slave Lake Railway
Canadian Northern Express
Niagara, St. Catherines & Toronto Railway Co.
Canadian National Telegrams
Trans Canada Air Lines
Canadian National Express
Canadian National Railways

CPR - Canadian Pacific Railway
Chateau Frontenac , Quebec
Canadian Pacific Telegram
Empress Hotel , Victoria
Royal York Hotel, Toronto
Canadian Pacific Air Lines
Esquimalt & Nanaimo Railway Co.
Grand River Railway,( Lake Erie & Northern Railway (addition Chairman)

Due to confusion about some dies , no attempt was made to credit these to their
actual catalogue numbers.

On the subject of confusion, most of the trouble with these 'look alike' types
could be avoided by reading the descriptions in the Perforator, particularly dates
of known use.

Now a question on confusion in my own collection. Between C1 and C36. Would those

people who reported one or both recheck and let me know of any changes. Note
after C36 in the Handbook explains the difference.

C-R Surve,;, C22 By Lawrence Walker

Here is the result of the survey of C`?R, C22, started last April. 55 members of the

Study Group have been cancassed. I extend my sincere thanks to the 29 who cared to

send me an answer, even if it was only to inform me that they did not collect this

tyre, or that they could not make their inventory at this time of the year. I
sincerely hope that the latter will eventually send their findings either to me or

the 'Perforator''. To be more precise, this survey covers 23 lists. The stamp numbers

are those of the 'Canada Specialized' catalogue. (Editor's note: the survey is by
position times number of reports, due to space only the issues are listed here. yThe

complete survey can be obtained from the Editor or the author.)

105 153 173 1971 218 237 254 277 305 325 349 362 402 E5
106 162 174 198 219 241 255 284 306 326 350 364 403 E10
109 163 176 199 221 2411 257 285 311 327 351 369 404
110 1631 184 202 223 243 258 286 313 328 352 371 405
120 164 190 204 225 246 259 287 31.6 329 353 374 413
145 165 191 209 226 247 260 283 317 330 354 376 434
149 165a 191a 211 227 243 269 289 318 335 356 377 454ii
150 166 192 212 231 249 271 291 319 336 357 378 458iii.
151 166h 193 213 232 250 272 292 320 337 358 391 C6
153 167 195 214 232 251 273 301 322 333 359 393 C3
155 169 196 215 233 252 275 303 323 339 360 396 C9
156 170 197 217 235 253 276 304 324 340 361 401 E2



ptf br Fps

1. Canadian Perfin
Nu ber= C29

4.Fi.rst Issue= I17 Iz

3. Perforator Location=

New York, N.Y.

5.First Stamp No.=

6.Last Issue= 7.Last Stapp No.=

8.First CDS Cancel= 9. Last CDS Cancel=

10.No. of Diff.Cat.No.4 Ic 11.Total Perfins= 3

12. Postage Stamps= Canada E.Y , Newfoundland q , United States Imo, None 13

RF.90

13.Revenue Stamps= Customs 1912GY , 1935 q , Excise Tax 1915 q , 1934 q , Inland

Rev.War Tax 1915 q , Inland Rev . Excise Tax 1915 q , Nfld Inland Rev. Q ,

Sask. Elec. 1929 q , Ont. Stock M , Que. Stock q , Others q

14.Air it &'Special Delivery:

16. Tagged= Winnipeg q , General q 17 .Precancel-

18.Other Convents 3 j E PC 2 -r i5 P s

2(0

(-,S C. -, :)- t^-

15. Coils

1.Canadian Perfin 2.Name of User- 13.Perforator Location=
Number=

C30 I Caterpillar Tractor Co. ' I Peoria, Ill.

4.First Issue I C? I '' 5.First Stamr No.=

6.Last Issuet q31-1 7.Last Stamp No.

8. First CDS Cancel- 9. Last MS Cancel-

1O.No. of Diff.Cat.No.- ci 11.Total Perfins= 11 Z RF.50

12. Postage Stamps= Canada M- , Newfoundland ED- , United States , None M

13. Revenue Stamps= Customs 1912 ©' , 1935 I9^, Excise Tax 1915 q , 1934, Inland

Rev.War Tax 1915 q , Inland Rev . Excise Tax 191.50 , Nfld Inland Rev.Lx3' ,

Sask. Elec. 19290 , Ont. Stock q , Que. Stock q , Others E3

14.Air il,& Special Delivery:

16.Tagged- Winnipeg E3 , General O 17 .Precancel-

18.Other Comments r - P C P v 2; C()

p - :a.ilt--7 - ' )-I C I Al re--b J-t- 'j

r A,vC CLS L31 ' ^^ C G c o S C •^.z 33

VSO C 3<rC,

2.Name of User=

Cunard Steamship Co.

14 CSC' L- i 4

15. Coils --

Return to: Mr. Joe L. Purcell, 6 Richardson Dr., Kingston , Ontario K7M 2S6



1.Canadian Perfin
n.rrber C31

2.Name of User=

Cudahy Packing Co.

3. Perforator Location-

Chicago, Ill.

4.First issue-. 5.First Stamm No.-

6.Last Issues 7.Last Stamm No.=

8. First CDS Cancel- 9.Last CDS Cancel=

10.No . Of Diff. Cat.No .T 1 ll.Total Perfins= I

12 . Postage Starr s- Canada c r, Newfoidland q , United States QY, None D

RF.95

13 . Revenue Stairs- Custar s 1912 q , 1935 q , Excise Tax 1915 q , 1934 0 , Inland

Rev.War Tax 1915 q , Inland Rev. Excise Tax 1915 0 , Nfld Inland Rev. q

Sask.Elec. 1929 q , Ont. Stock M

14 . Airzraii & * Special Delivery :

Que. Stock q

16-Tagged= Winnipeg q , General q 17 .Precancel-

18. Other Ccz rri ents / P G f' o p- T

E. 9-

us - C-- 2 H

1. Canad ian Perfin

C32

2 . Nazze of User=

tinard White Star Ltd.

I Others q .

15. Coils

3. Perforator L cation+

New York, N.Y.

4.First Issue- 5.First Start No.-

6. Last Issue- 7. Last Stair No.

8.First CDS Cancel= 9. Last CDS Cancel-

10.No. of Diff.Cat.No.= 3 11.Total Perfins= I I

12. Postage Stamps= Canada a- , Newfoundland q , United States I- , None q

RF-75

13. Revenue St=s-*. Custcns 1912M-' , 1103519 , Excise Tax 191513 , 19340 , Inland

Rev.War Tax 1915 q , Inland Rev. Excise Tax 19150 , Nfld Inland Rev. q

Sask. Elec. 19290 , Ont. Stock q , Qua. Stock q , Others [3

14.Airr-ail'& Special Delivery : 15. Coils

16. Tagged= Winnipeg q , Ge. neralq 17 . Precancel-

18.Other Corrrents 7 0 CP c r--U.

Return to: ?t. Joe L. Purcell , 6 Richardson Dr., Kingston , Ontario K7M 2S6



1. Canadian Perfin
Number-'. C33

2.Name of user-,

Canadian Westinghouse Co.

3. Perforator Location-.

Hamilton, Ont.

4. First Issue= 5. First Stamp No.-. (^: y. •'•'

6.Last Issue- et J+ 7.Last Stamp No.- At3 2

8.First CDS Cancel= z q y 9. Last CDS Cancel= 2 D C C 7

10.No. of Diff.Cat.No.t 6 5 11.Total Perfins - 5 i5 RF.20

12. Postage Stamps= Canada Newfoundland Q , United States Q , None q

13.Revenue Stamps- Customs 1912 Q , 1935 q , Excise Tax 1915 q , 1934 q , Inland

Rev.War Tax 1915 q , Inland Rev. Excise Tax 191513 , Nfld Inland Rev. Q

Sask.Elec. 1929 q , Ont. Stock L7 , Que. Stock q , Others q

14.Airrrail & Special Delivery: C 1 15. Coils

16.Tagged- Winnipeg q , General CI 17 .Precancel-

18.Other Comrents I it P- pc

P2CC',4.-CfLS 1-4.31-106, J I-?I -11.'x- It-, -IF - el Y, tifW /O',

H -/ ) - 12-3 /- II . V 111

n 11 , r.--ro.J C !)S DuP c't ^^^ CR, STS g tiS

1. Canadian Perfin
Nurnber C34

2.Naire of User-.

Canadian Explosives Ltd.

3. Perforator Location-

Montreal, P.Q.

4 . First Issuer I q l ! 5 . First Stamp No. + l o 4

6 . Last Issue-. ) q 3 o 7 . Last Starrp No.-., -2 f

8.First CDS.Cancel - 3 j,,,,,, 1 q 9. Last CDS Cancel= ^., v 3 v

10.No. of Diff.Cat.No.= 3 -I_ ll.Total Perfins= 41-7 RF.25

12.Postage Stamps= Canada [ , Newfoundland q , United States O , None C3

13. Revenue Stamps= Customs 1912 q , 1935 q , Excise Tax 1915 q , 19341 , Inland

Rev.War Tax 1915 a-, Inland Rev. Excise Tax 1915[ , Nfld Inland Rev. q

Sask. Elec. 19290 , Ont. Stock q , Que. Stock q , Others [3

14.Ai-rmail & Special Delivery: 15. Coils

16.Tagged- Winnipeg q , General M 17 .Precancel-

18.0'.her Co.'rrrents -a- R E P o P 7s

/l"lO,ti FR c^^ C D ^LeL^E'^ P^,1-''-

f2, 23 o )G'

Return to: Mr. Joe L. Purcell, 6 Richardson Dr., Kingston, Ontario K7M 2S6



1. Canadian Per-fin
Nurr- C35

2.Nane of User+

Bankers Trust Co.

3. Perforator Loca-aon-

New York, N.Y.

4. First Issue= I 9 ;-7 5. First Staff No.-. Z33 . ;^''^': •.

6.Last Issue= 7 . Last Stain No. -

8.First MS Cancel= 9. Last CDS Cancel=

10.No. of Diff.Cat.No.- ll.Tota1 Perfins= ( RF.100

32. Postage Staffs= Canada Ea' , Newfoundland Q , United States Cr , None Q

13.Revenue Stares= Costem 1912 1935 q , Excise Tax 1915 q , 1934 q , Inland

Rev.War Tax 1915 Q , Inland Rev. Excise Tax 1915 0 , Nfld Inland Rev. Q

Sask.Elec. 1929 Q , Ont. Stock Q , Que- Stock q , Others q

14. 1 i1 & Special Delivery: 15. Coils

16• Tagged= Winnipeg q , General Q 17 .Precancel-

18.Otherr Ca-rmnts r R Po2-

vS7rG51

1. Canadian Perfin
Ntrn'^

C36

2 . Na=ry of User=

?

3. Perforator Location=

?

4 . Firs t Issuer 1-10 3 5. First Starr No.- 16

6. Last issue-. 7. L a s t Stairo No.-.* l o t

8.First CDS Cancel= 9. Last CDS Cancel=

10.No. of Diff.Cat.No.= 11.Total Perfins= RF.100

171. Postage S tamps= Canada q' , Newfoundland q , United States q , None Q

13. Revenue St.rrDs- Custans 1912 q , 1935 q , Excise Tax 1915 q , 19340 , Inland

Rev. War Tax 1915 q , inland Rev . Excise Tax 1915 q , Nfld Inland Rev. Q ,

Sask. Elec. 192913 , Ont. Stock q , Q e. Stock q , Others [3

l4.A ::ail' & Special Delivery:

16. Taaaed- Winnipeg [3 , General L7 17 . Precancel-

18.O her Cairrents z R el L a--7S

15. Coils

Ret to: Mr. Joe L. Purcell , 6 Richardson Dr., Kingston , Ontario 1:7M 2S6



1. Canadian Perfin
Nber- C37

2.Name of User+

J.I. Case Co.

3. Perforator Location-.

Racine, Wis.

4.First Issue= 5.First Stamp No.= ••-

6.Last Issue- 7.Last Stamp No.+

8. First CDS Cancel-' 9. Last CDS Cancel-'

10.No. of Diff.Cat.No.4 11.Tota1 Perfins . RF.100

12. Postage Stamps= Canada 0 ,Newfoundland q , united states IH' , None R

13. Revenue Stamps= Custans 1912 C1 , 1935 q , Excise Tax 1915 q , 1934 q , Inland

Rev.War Tax 1915 q , Inland Rev. Excise Tax 191513 , Nfld Inland Rev. E3

Sask.Elec. 1929 q , Ont. Stock q , Que. Stock q , Others q

14.Aisrnail & 'Special Delivery: 15. Coils

16 . Tagged= Winnipeg q , General q 17 .Precancel-

1S.Other Comcrents Al o (2 EPcR7

us it C- '-2-57

1. Canadian Perfin 2. Name of User= 3. Perforator Location--
Ntrtiber- C38 Customs House St. John's, Nfld.

4.First Issue- 5.First Stamp No.=

6.Last Issue= 7.Last Stamp No.=

8.First CDS.Cancel- 9. Last CDS Cancel-.

10.No. of Diff.Cat.No.. r 11.Total Perfins= RF.80

12. Postage Stamps= Canada q , Newfoundland CB-, United States 0 , None p

13.Revenue Stares= Customs 1912 q , 1935 q , Excise Tax 1915 q , 19340 , Inland

Rev.War Tax 1915 q , Inland Rev. Excise Tax 191550 , Nfld Inland Rev. C]

Sask. Elec. 19290 , Ont. Stock q , Que. Stock q , Others [3

14.Airmail•& Special Delivery: 15. Coils

16.Tagged+ Winnipeg[] , GeneralD 17 Precancel-

18. Crther Contents 5 g c p c ,2-7s

ST .JLrrvS' C AnJC'^L (/Li4Y t3C ^RCC Of CL••O

/ 6-- C. DC 3 ic,_ nELiS-7 cn irZ^.,sr^:z i ,q-.vn^f.CR

56c7,c.v'

et ern to: Mr. Joe L. Purcell, 6 Richardson Dr., Kingston, Ontario K:7M 2S6



1.Canadian Perfin
Nurr er C39

4.First Issue-.

3. Perforator Location=

New York, N.Y. .

5. First Stamp No.

6.Last Issue+ 7. Last Stamm No. =

8. First CDS Cancel+ 9. Last CDS Cancel+

10.No. of Diff.Cat.No.4 I 11-Total Perfins= 1

12 . Postage Stems= Canada M-" , Newfomdland q , United States q , None q

13.Revenue Stamps= Custard 1912 D , 1935 q , Excise Tax 1915 q ,

RF.100

1934 q , Inland

Rev.War Tax 1915 q , Inland Rev. Excise Tax 1915 q , Nfld Inland Rev. Q ,

Sask. Elec. 1929 13 , Ont. Stock q , Qua. Stock q , Others q

14.Airirail &'Special Delivery: 15. Coils

.16.Tacge3= Winnipeg q , General [3 17 Precancel-

is. Carrrrnnts

vc -trl C36C

1.Canaaian Per-fin
Nunber-

C4 0

2 . Na-Le of User=

F.P. Collier. & Son

2 . Nacre of User=

Colonial Secretary's Office St. John's, Nfld.

4. First Issue- 5. First Stamp No.-

6. Last Issue-. 7. Last Stamp No.=

8.First CDS Cancel= 9. Last CDS Cancel-*

10.No. of Diff.Cat.No.1 (3 ll . Total Perfins-. w)-(I

12. Postage Stairs= Canada q r New you ndland A1' , United States M , None M
RF.75

13. Revenue Stamps= Custorms 1912 q , 1935 q , Excise Tax 1915 q , 19340 , Inland

Rev. War Tax 1915 q , Inland Rev. Excise Tax 1915 0 , Nfld Inland Rev. L

Sask. Elec. 19290 , Ont. Stock q Que. Stock q , Others [3

14.Ai'̀-rail'& Special Delivery: 15. Coils

16 . Tagged= Winnipeg q , General M 17 . Precancel-

18.Ot`her Ca-:rrents

i
C A,1C j L-,"vC

I '- (7 I

D C L/ I C c

R C?CR-- f

q 1 G

R ClICAT

0 3 6 Q/ o -7 /- z s'

DELIS / c

3. Perforator Location=

R°t to: Mr . Joe L. Purcell , 6 Richardson Dr., Kingston, Ontario K7M 2S6



l.Canadian Perfin

C41

,.First-- Issue- I q ► z

3.Per orator LocatJ ^=

England

5.First Starr No.=

6.Last Issue= 7.Last Stagy No.=

8.First MS Cancel- 9.Last CDS Cancel=

10.No. of Diff.Cat.No.T 11.Total Perfins4

12.Postage Stamps= Canada 1 ' , Newfoundland Q , United States q , None q

RF

13. Revenue Sta-nps- Customs 1912 C , 1935 q , Excise Tax 1915 q , 1934 q , Inland

Rev.War Tax 1915 Q , Inland Rev. Excise Tax 1915 13 , Nfld Inland Rev. Q ,

I

I

Sask. Elec. 1929 q , Ont. Stock Q , Que. Stock q , Others q

14.Airmail & Special Delivery:

15. Tagged= Winnipeg q , General 0 16.Precancel-

17.Other Ccnrrents I gf-popr

S liter Lii- '(?rs7Trriv 1' lA-1 6 IZE,s-7 r3atze 1nV

1.Canadian Perfin 2.Name of User-. I 3.Perforator Location=
Number-. C42 I Crouse Hinds Co. Syracuse, N.Y.

4 . First Issuer 5 . First Starrrp No. +

6.Last Issue-. 7.Last Stara No.=

8.First CDS Cancel= 9. Last CDS Cancel-*

10.No. of Diff.Cat.No.= 11.Total Perfins- I

12. Postage Stamps-' Canada C3 , Newfoundland 0 , United States ®---, None Q

RF -

13-Revenue Staros= Customs 1912 q , 1935 q , Excise Tax 1915 q , 19340 , Inland

Rev.War Tax 1915 q , Inland Rev. Excise Tax 19150 , Nfld Inland Rev. q

Sas,c. Elec. 19290 , Ont. Stock q , Que. Stock q , Others q

14 . Aizira.il ' & Special Delivery :

15. Tagged= Winnipeg[] , General E3 16. Precancel

17.Other Comments /I" C;, R c v ,L

2.Name of User_

Civil Service Supply Assoc.

VS - C_152-
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