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December 2005
Hi Guys

This is your last Newsletter for this year and kind of your 1st for 2006. In order to continue as a
Study Group we need some of the following to happen.

1. Please send in your $10,00 Cdn. dues for 2006, if you already haven't done so. Payable to
Colin Campbell, #303 - 1260 Raymer Ave,, Kelowna, BC, ViW 388.

2. The cupboards are bare!lll!! We have no more articles to publish. We need your input to con-
g?ll;fe publishing. We need some ideas for subjects you'd like to see discussed. Fill our mailbox with

3. The quality of our newsletter has not been as good as we'd like to see. There are many reasons
for this, One important one is in our production, we are photocopying mostly photocopies of cards,
which is not our 1st choice. If submitting any material, please send originals where possible and high
quality photocopies otherwise.

This edition consists of contributions by Dean Mario, Colin Campbell, David Negus and ourselves.

Hope your enjoy it. ,

THE OXYGEN COMPANY OF CANADA - Dean Mario

Here's a card which may be SRR FLG S b N AT h e
ol “Youn OXYGEN TENT has saved my onlly son
';f'hg: were hundreds of versions and 9'U uﬁwu%h be venu gnatefud to LL}(‘JU\”

pharmaceutical company SR e O Gy L e i R DU
cards produced and, similarly,
there must have been many of these
"oxygen tent" cards sent to various
Canadian doctors. During the mid
- 1930's, the listed diseases were
very serious (and some remain so
today) and the company saw an
opportunity to inform the medical
profession of its product.
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Cunard Line's 'ANDANIA' was one of the ships used to transport Canadian troops to England, and
the First World War. The date was October 26, 1914. There were 32 passenger ships in the convoy plus
seven Naval ships as escorts

This card was written by a soldier about to leave. The p/m is Quebec SP 29 14, the exact day the
ship was ready to leave for the gulf to await other ships of the convoy. At 13,405 tons, she was built in
1913. Thus she was a relatively new ship. She carried the 14th Battalion and the 16th of the 3rd
Canadian Infantry Brigade. About 1900 all ranks plus crew. The card would have been purchased (or
given free of charge) on the ship and taken off for posting.

The message reads, in part (owing to stains)...

"Elsie and Charles... on board the "Transport ANDANIA" this morning, but will probably

be in the Gulf for a few days waiting for other transports. Don't know where we are going but

surmise, and hope, England. Am fine and dandy, hope you are the same.  Dick"

i

S.S. ANDANIA - Colin Campbell

8.8. LUSITANIA - Colin Campbell

A British steamship, S.S. LUSITANIA of the Cunard Line, was torpedoed by a German submarine
on May 7th, 1915 ten miles off Kinsale Head, Ireland.

The ship sank in less than 20 minutes with a loss of 1152 persons. As 114 of the victims were
American citizens this act nearly brought the USA into the war. They were not at war with Germany at
this time.
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Notice the date on this postcard, 5 1/2 months before Canada went to war against Germany and 1
year and 11 weeks before the LUSITANIA was sunk.

This card, likely was purchased in New York and carried on board to send. The message reads....

S.S. LUSITANIA 12 Feb 1914

There are 5 Decks viz

A Boat Deck and Lounge

B Drawing, Smoking Room and outside Promenade

C Cabins and large hall and outside Promenade

D Drawing Room & Cabins

E Cabins

I am located on D Deck near the Dining Salon. We have 150 Second Class passengers but we are

not full.

Posted on board, cancelled with a large PAQUEBOT cancel reading POSTED AT SEA, RECEIVED
17 FE 14 6AM CARDIFF.

DR. S. J. RITHOLZ OPTICAL CO. - Dean Mario

In keeping with the medical theme on page 1, illustrated is an unused postcard (copyrighted 1930)
for those seeking some new "specs”! An accompanying "pulp” newsprint letter notes that the company is
the "largest mail order spectacle house in Canada". Given the fact that trends in eyewear come and go
(like fashions), it won't be too long before you see similar ones on your optometrist's shelves. However, 1
doubt that you wounld get them for the $2.98 price today!
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WELL, NOBODY'S PERFECT - Dean Mario

Members will know that publishers, especially in non-Canadian countries, sometime make printing
errors. These two cards are typical of what might go wrong. Moose Jaw, Sask. residents would be a bit
surprised to find the Selkirk Range from B.C. down their main street! This card was published by W.J.
Gage & Co., Toronto and made in Germany (#3315/divided back). The other card (#10,870/divided
back) by The Robbins Bros. Co., Boston, Mass. and Germany, simply substituted and overprinted "N.B."
for "Me.". Both unused but I suspect pre-1910.
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WILLIAM BRYCE, PUBLISHER, TORONTO CANADA - Don Kaye and David Negus

The colour photocopies of the William Bryce early pioneer cards included with this newsletter are
provided courtesy of David Negus, Vancouver, B.C.

Members take note of the 1st card which has important information regarding publishing. It
reads...

Dear Sir,—
"As you are aware, the Government has lately sanctioned the issuing of Private
Post Cards by any firm in Canada. This is sample of new Chromo Post Card
I am producing. I can supply this Card to you or any firm with a picture of

your own building, factory, or any view of your town that you may wish, provided
you furnish me with the photograph.”..........

Also note that this card was used with a MONTREAL/CANADA JU 1/95 CDS receiving postmark.

The official Canadian Postal Guide 1895 supplement, dated Dec. 29th 1894, shows rules for private
post cards as follow-

"On and after the 1st January next, Private Cards, prepaid by a 1 cent postage stamp
affixed thereon may be sent by mail within the Dominion of Canada.....

All three cards have been used; 1895, 1897 and 1899. The 2nd one was used by Wm. Bryce as a
credit notification. All images are 2 colour vignettes, the blue sky was added to the card by a separate
print run.

Can any of you answer these questions?

1 Is this the earliest known used Wm. Bryce card?

2 Was Wm. Bryce the 1st Canadian publisher of private cards?

3 Has anyone similar cards showing publisher advertising on them?

4 Does anyone know how many different cards of this type exist?

We'll publish all the responses.

Don and Louise
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