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The Canadian Merchant Nav y
ponents:

1) Freiehters and Dassenger

consisted of two unrelated maritime com-

shi.ps resistered in Canada (Canadian
f laeeed )

These vessels encompassed those in coastal waters, inland waLers
(Great Lakes), and foreign-going. Foreign-golng ships included
freighters and Lankers as expected but also passenger and troop
ships. Fifteen of rhese Canadian flagged ships were foreign owned.
The size of a crew varied depending on the size and type of each
vessel. Of the 184 Canadian flagged vessels during the Second World
!Jar, most common was the 10,000 tonne Park class freighter (127
ships ) and the 4,700 tonne Gray class freighter (43 ships ) . A Park
class ship had a crev of about 50 where the Gray class ship had a
crew of about 41. Some Park ships were Defensively Equipped Mer-
chant Ships (DEMS) and carried gunners to nan the 4" deck gun on
the stern. Canadian National Railways' RMS Lady \e1qon (sunk March
IO, 7942 and refloated; becoming hosp ital ship HMCHS Lady Nelson
wiLh &n RCAMC hospital sraff of 100) had a merchant marine creu of
75. The largest Canadian flagged vessel, Canadian Pacific Rallwayrs
RMS Ernpress of Asia (requisitioned as the armed troopship HMT Emj
press of Asia) was sunk off Sin gapore February 5, 7942 wiLh 391
merchant mariners aboard.

0n April 8, 1942 the Canadian Governnent created the Park Steam-
shi p Company to manage construction and operation of f reighters
and tankers owned by the Canadian Government. A11 but Lwo of these
ships were narned afLer munlcipal, provincial, or federal parks.
A11 Park ships vere built in Canadian yards with 45% produced on
the vest coast. From 1946 Lo 1950 most of the Park ships were sold
to various shippi,ng 1ines. Fifty-eight Canadian flagged vessels
plus six British flagged vessels (but Canadian Governnent owned)
were lost due to enemy action.

2) Canadian cltizens who Itvolunteered" to work on A11ied f reighters

FIG.2
M.S.M.P.,
Vancouver,

May 15 , 1944

and passenger ships regardless of the ship I s registry

These Canadlan officers and crer,r were all vo1-
unteers insofar that they were not conscripts
and were not required to serve on !hese ships.
l{ith the war production of new v essel s there
was a dramatic need to increase the number of
quali.fied men to operate Canadian f reighters
across the Atlantic so two training schools
were established. At Hubbards, Nova Scotia, St,
Margaretts Sea Training School offered courses
on seamanship. At Prescott, 0ntario, the Marine
Engineering fnstructional School specialized in
training engine room ratings. Students were paid
while they i,/ere in school.
To provide a readily accessible pool of qualif ied
merchant mariners, both men and women, Merchant
Seanen Manning Pools were established by the Mer-

I Contrd . ]
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chant Seaman 0rder of 1947 [see FIGS.1-3]. Thls meanr rhat a shipmissing crewmen could find replacemenLs quickly and not miss theirscheduled convoy . Merchant mariners could stay at the manning pool
and be paid while waiting for asslgnment to a ship. Four Canadlan
manning pools were esLablished:

Merchant mariners di
free 1ik e Canadian m

August 7, 7945, when
chanL nariners could
at a Canad ian milita
Europe) r^,as two mont
four weeks away, thi

Supplemental

d not have the righ
ilitary service per
Order-in-Counci I P

t to send their mail postage
sonnel overseas. This changed
.C. 4751 directed that mer-

providing the iLem was mailed

Page 1513

liner SS Athenia
S

IContrd.]

--Halifax
--Montreal
--Vancouver
--Saint John

September 1941
January 1942
llay 19 42
JuIy 19 42

The Canadian manning pools were open to A11ied merchant marlnerswith reciprocal arrangement at manning pools in other countries.A crewman vas assigned to any A11ied sirip ttrat needed his servicesregardless of matching citlzenship and ship registry.

fn July 1943 Lieut-Cmdr. John A. MacIlonald, in charge of naval cen_sorship in 0ttawa, created a mail forwarding servicJ for canadianmerchanL rnariners. Known as ttBox go00tt, this unit forward ed mai I( letters, parcels, ancl telegrams) to irrtercept merchant ships allaround the wor1d. Cndr. Fred Davis, Naval Control of Shipping 0f_fice (NCSo), Monrreal, was in conmand with a staff of wRCNS (women,sRoyal Canad ian Naval Service) [ personnel ] mostly f rom the ..n=o.-ship branch. By combining information from the British Ministry ofWar TransportaLion, shipping companies, manning poo1s, and DEMS,
the_ WRCNS tried to predict where . ,"..hr.,t mariner wourd be in fourweeks or less, then forwarded the mail to them by air. Sometime af_ter christmas 1943 a "Box 9000 " office was opened at vancouver, Brit-ish Columbia. I see FIGS.4-6].

Canadian merchant mariners staying at the manning pools used irBox
9000rt Montrea1 or Vancouver as their return address. The only navalpersonnel perrnitted to use "Box 9000r were the DEMS gunners whowere serving on the merchant shlps. Merchant marineri who were em-ployees of a shipping line had the option to have thelr incomingmail sen t care of their shipping line who forward ed the mail to themariner. Both "Box 9000 " offices closed in Septernbe r 7945,

send ma 11 f ree
ry or naval post office. As V.E. Day (Victory
hs earlier and V.J. Day (Victory ,lapan) was onlys privllege did not last long.

noLes:

En route to Montreal , Ouebec, the British passenger
was sunk September 3, 1939 wesr of Ireland bv U_iO.Baird, of Verdun, 0uebec, became the first C;r.di.;to die during the Seconcl World War. Eor the scope oflosses review the table below:

tewardess Hannah
rnerchant mariner
Lhe merchant navy
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Pre-War During War Killed Pi:rcent
Canadian merchant nariners
American merchant mariners
British merchant mariners

1,400
55 ,000
144 ,000

12 ,000
215,000
185,000

| ,451
9,300
36 ,t 49

12 . L7"

79 .9%

Canadian army overseas
(xin Canada )

4,tola- 374 ,000 24,870 6.6%

FfG.3 MerchanL Seamen ' s Manning Pool statlonery
with MN logo dated July 12, 1943
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MoNIFEAL. catrD^ 1''

Sry**..*'t-"*'-*-

4{*/4

qi
llii J,,,1, -,:i

/i
lrl:i

r.l ,l Ii!r._:jtl
h'nt.

ICont'd . ]

*,



Canadian Military Mail Study croupBNAPS

Page 1515

FIG.4 Cover
treal

addressed c/o SS Iy'ildvood park c/o P.0. Box 9000, Mon-

FIG.5
osis

Cover
Park,

forwarded
Box 9000, V

, 7945

to SS WinnipeR-
ancouver, dat edFebruary 12

FIG.6 Cover
SS Mayfalr

addressed to DEMS
P.0.Park , C.N.S
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FIG.7 Cover from Montreal,
Captain Scott, c/o Huggens

Decernber 15, 1943
& Co., Trinidad,

to
B.W.

merchant crelrman c/o
I. (Victoria Park )

FIG.8 Undated
from SS Seven

cover with
Oaks Pa rk
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s Printer , 1945 ,

Alvey , A. Alexis. "Box 9000 Montreal (Merchant Ship Ma11)'.'-Interview,
Ref: RBSC-ARC-1004-2-9, University of Brltish Columbia , 2002.

Chevrier,
6.

Hanington, Fe1lcity.

Hon. Lionel . Canada t s Merchant Seamen. King I

The Lad Boats. Canadian Marine, 1q80, 85.

http

http

hrrp

http

hrrp

: / / en . wikl p ed i a . o r g /w ik i / Br i t i sh-me rchan t-s e amen-o f-Wo r 1 d-War-I I

: / /en. wikipedia. org/wiki/Canadian-Merchant-Navy

z / / www. canadaatwar. ca/content-7 / w orld-u ar-ii/f acts-and-inf ormatlon

: / I www. cof epow. org. uk/pages/shlps-ss-empressof asia. html

z / /w',rw. usrnm. org /ww2 . html

Tucker, Gllbert Norrnan. The Naval
Printer, 7952, 380.

Service of Canada Vo1. II. King i s

IFor rnore on P.O. Box 9000 see Colin Pomfret's "P,0. Box 9000: The
Canadian Merchant Seamants Post Office, " NL#164 (March 2004) , pp. 729-
732. Given Jtrnrs cover in Fig.8 and the sTTZightline 'iMERCHANT SHIPS
FREE MAIL" handstamp identlfied perhaps

UPDATlNG THE GREAT WAR CANADTAN FIELD CENSOR MARK]NGS DATABASE_-

\./ith the S.S. Seven 0aks Park,
has Kim Dodwell's query been solved? See his "MerchanL Ships Free Mail
Query," NL#165 (May 2004), pp. 744-745. Kim's cover was addressed to
a different recipient but, like Jon's, was in B.C.. (Vancouver). See also
NL#166 (August 2OO4), p.767 for more on Canadars Merchant Navy.Ed.]

-x- ;: Jt Jt lt -:L

By Wayne Schnarr

in the BNAPS publication A Canadian Military Postal History Antholoqy

The rnost comprehensive database of field censor handstamps used by
Canadian unlts in the Great l,rlar is contained 1n the article by the
late John Frith entitled "Allocation of Field Censor Handstarnps--WWI"

(1991). The author had a great resource and starting point in the book
The Field Censor Systens of the Armles of the British Empire. 1914-
1918 written
iffi So.i.ty

by F.W. Daniels and published by the Forces Postal His-

The Frith database contains all the data on the censor handstamps of
type CM2 through CM6 for Lhe Canadian Corps fnfantry, Artillery,
Machine Gun, and Medical Units during 1914-1918. The allocations v,rere
primarily based on finding the censorts name on the norninal ro11 of a
unit. The unlt lnforrnation in the Nat ional Archives was sparse and the
various reginental histories were rarely available or cornplete. The
Frith database does not include any allocations to units of the Can-
adian Cavalry Brigad e or Canadian Army Service Corps units.

Lle nov have an additional resource with the digitizing and uploading
I Cont'd . ]
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of many service files for Great War soldiers to the following internet
site : http t f f www.bac-1ac. gc . ca/ e\g/ discover/military-heritage/f irsr-
world-war/personnel-records/Pages/search.aspx. The service file usually
shows dates when the soldier is tttaken on strengt.htt or "struck of f
strengthrr of the various units. This inforrnation could be used to link
the censor's name to the unit(s) in which they served.

For use with my pers
mation from the Frit
base nore user-f rien
by Frith for the al1
would be happy to su
at swschna rr@rosers.com

onal Great War collection, I transferred the infor-
h database to an Excel workbook. To make the data-
d1y, I slightly mod i fied the confldence levels used
ocaLions of censor nunbers to speclfic units. I
pply this Excel workbook to anybody who emai 1s me
and to receive any information urhich can be used to

0RAPEX 2018 to
course on the

update the database.

AN INVITATION TO ORAPEX 2018--By J M. Powe11, 0RAPEX Chair and Member

ORAPEX is Lhe nat.ional philarelic exhibition held in 0ttawa or rhe
first weekend in May each year. We have a designated theme for these
shows and, in recogniEion of the 100th anniversary of the signing of
the Armistice, the 2018 theme will be "The Military". We are hoping to
attract military collectors and exhibits dealing with military mai1,
thematics, and postcards. 0f course applications to exhibit on any sub-j ect are al so welcome.

Each year we also honour a philatelist r^rho has made a significanL con-
tribution Lo our hobby , We are most pleased to announce that our show
honouree for 2018 will be Mike streer. Any BNApS member will certainly
recognize his many qualifications for such recognition.
So why not consider a visit to the naLion r s capital for
be held on May 5 and 6? Details will be available in due
ORAPEX website.

W/O CHARLES E. hIALKEY MERCHANT NARINER CORRESPONDENCE__B y Colin
Pomfret (Deceased)

II had planned to publis
y ear but his unf ortunaEe
lighL of Jonrs previous
his wonderful support of
his submitted illusLrati
a Wireless Operator on t
SS Mohawk Park. None of
viously noted March 2004

FIG.1 dated March 28,
Bromage and Company,
Walkey with dif f erent
and care of Box 9000.
SS Winona Park. Both

h Colinrs f ollowing
passing gave me sec

article, and to hono
the CMMSGTs Newslet

material in an issue thi s
ond thoughts. However, in
ur Colin with a tribute to
ter , I will run a few of

ons related to Charles E. I,rtalkey who served as
he SS Leaside Park, the SS Winona Park
the following covers
article.

, and the
were contained in hi,s pre-

1944 shows a cover to Walkey c/o the Fathom
Limited. ft is uncensored. FIGS.2-4 are covers to
naval DB/N censors while aboard SS Leaslde Park
EIGS. 5-6 are airmail covers to Walkey now on the

have the censor DB/N 90.

IConr'd.]
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FIG.7 illusLrates a cablegram from Canada to Walkey aboard the SS

Mohawk Park at Lyttelton, Nev Zealand dated 0ctober 11, 1945. The
message reads "Am eagerly awaiting your arrival Darling. Please come
over soon. Love , Bi11j-ett.Ed. ]
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FIG.3
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FIG.5
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FIG.7 ( Reduced to 75%)

underwent eme r-
was transf erred

From there he went
ICont'd . ]

HMHS LET]TIA FOLLOW-UP_-B y Mike Street

In NL#226 (January 2017, pp.1489-1491) Jon Johnson showed some very
interesting items relating

Letitiars f irst
arrival- in Halifax was Decenber 8,7944, not December 19 (p.1490),
The date caught my eye immediately because my Father, Lt. H.M. (How-
ard) Street was one of the passengers on that trip. In a some\,Jhat
amazing coincidence, he had served as the Provost Marshal on TSS
Letit.ia when it took him and many other soldiers to England ii--Early
'!4ay 1942.

to the travels of HMHS Letitia in 1944-
1945. There was an error in the piece--the date of

Seriously wounded near Caen in late Ju 1y 1944, Dad
gency surgery in France. AfLer initial recovery he
to the 23rd Canadian General Hospital in England.

Dat! sr.mp.

-t

)
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dated November 21 , 1944 from the Department of National Defence in
ottawa informing them that their son was aboard a hosPital ship on
the way home. No date of departure or arrlval was given ' nor was the
shi p named.

to HMHS Letitia for the tr ip home. My Grandparents received a letter

1944 issue of Canada ' s Weekly had a feature on the
Letitia I s first trip as a hospital ship and coincided with her ar-
The December 8,

various of f icers associated with the voyage, patients, nurses, and
a group of six identified offlcer patients standing on deck. My Father
is third from the right in that picLure. During our visit to Pier 21
for the BNAPEX 2008 N0VAPEX evening out, I noticed that a display of
an officerrs troop ship kit was missing both a Sam Browne belt and
hoIsLer. We st111 had my Dadrs so I donaLed them t.o Pier 21. IA few
select cropped photos fo11ow. Members are referred to Mike r s previous
"Canadars Hospital Ship Letters," NL#154 (March 2OO2, pp. 616-677 ).Ed.]

Camadlian Fnospita[ ShiP o'I e

rival aL Pier 21 i

';;'.3e--..

n Halifax. A set of seven photos showed the ship '
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Dear Study Group Menbers: Mike ancl f hope that your summer is goingwe11. The feature article this issue is provided by Jon Johnson whohas provided us with sone seldom-seen MerchanL Navy material. This isa preview of our uDcornins BIitApEx 2017 CA!r4!rr Sar;y-A;;;;*ieeting.Jon has kindly volunteerid t. gl" sentatlon entitled ,,The can-adian Merchanr Marine in rhe Slcond wo.ia wr.;.-M.;;-;;;;;" Jonl Atprinting our Srudy Group meering is schedrr"a io.-d.t,rrI.yl s.ra.rt..2. Prease check rhe BNAiS websi;", -r;;l;rrps. 
org , for rimes and rheroon allocation. Great War censor'markings have always been an impor_tant aspect of. Canadi_an military mai1. please help l,ilayne Schnarr if youcan. A note from member Mlke poweli ."lut.a to n"*t y".ri" 

-ORefnX 
*.yinterest members. ft

and Mav 2018 is.'1, l:,';;ilnl"3,iiitv to begin thinking or an exhitit

Good 1u ck
vention I

to members exhibiting an Calgary and have a wonderful con-

SMALL ADS

looking for something? Have something for sale? Why not try our small ads?
Buy/sellffrade. Stilt onty S1 per issue (Canadian stamps @ faie ok). Copy andpayment to the Editor please.

WANTED: Great War- related Royal North_West Mounted police covers/cards
includinB "A" Squadron, Cavalry Draft and ,,B,, Squadron, Siberia (see iieve
Luciuk's Anthology {1991) articte ',Riders of the ctains....,,). Contact the rdiior at
blueputtees@hotmait.com (2/4)

WANTED: WWI Canadian p.O.W. mailfrom 6ermany (especially Dieppe_related);
Canadian military postal history WW|/WW with ,,missing,, 

or ,,ita,, markings.
Also seeking the wwlt ,,alphabet. 

special forces {ie. 
,,8,,. ;C,,, ,,ru,,, ,,w,, ,,i;,',,2,,

etc.). Scans or photocopies toi Hal Kellett, #412_106 Armistice Way, S"rt"io-,
SK Sz 2H4 or email: hkstampsandcovers@sh aw.ca 12/61

WANTED FOR AN EXHtBtT: postcards or photographs of.,S.S. (name) park,,WWI-
era,lreighters and tankers, ie. ,,S.S. Mayfair park,,. AIso looking for coveas from or
to "Park" ships {may have foreign postage). Contact ton.tohnion (+0:fZli-iAfi
or jcjperfins@hotmait.com (2/5)

WANTED: 1920-1950 D.N.D. cover5 with posta8e stamps and ,,Director of
Records" return address cachet. prefer airmail, special delivery, and foreign
usage for an exhibit. Contac on Johnson: .icjperfins@hotmail.com (4/S)

WANTED: Japanese Canadian Niseivolunteers and non-Ja panese Canadians in
WWll Iotelligence Service Far East. Especial ly seekinS Japanese Language School
(S-20) drafts, interpreters, war crimes units etc. in South East tuia Command;
Canadians associated with Nuremburg War Crimes Trials; Canadian pOW,s in
Buchenwald/Colditz (Oflag IVC) and Statag Luft lll escapers; Canadians in
Gibraltar/Malta; WWI New.foundland Contact the Editor at
blu uttees hotnrai'- com (s/s)

WANTIDT-Sewell Camp and Camp Hughes postal histo.y. Roller cancellations,

ifiilild"],:"y: ":o loney order receipts soi.rsht. AnythinB considered. Darcy
Hrckson, R.R. #2, Box 24, Brandon, MB R7A sylj l2OAl724_
2028; Darcv@hickson.ca (8/10)

!^-+vi-Flt+




