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THE SESSEAR YWAFS

A CFPO 27 (YONGSON) REGISTERED COVER--By S. Luciuk

A gunner in 81 Field Regiment, Royal Canadian Artillery, registered this air-
mail cover to Denmark. It was sent about two months before a cease-fire ended
hostilities in Korea. The 20¢ Forest Products stamp, issued in 1952, paid the
registration portion of the postal rate. Examples of Canadian military regis-
tration handstamps from this theatre are scarce.

CFPO 27 markings were applied on June 1, 1953. The cover was routed through
Kure, Japan. A CAPO 5000 marking on the back, dated June 3, 1953, is present.
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Dear Fellow CMMSG Members:

This will be a special Korean War commemorative issue and it is hoped that it will be
of some interest. It also marks our first attempt at providing colour within the News-
letter's pages and I hope you will agree that the choice made was an appropriate one.
This issue could not have been made without the full support of several Study Group
members and a hearty thank you is extended to the contributors. I also want to convey
my thanks to our Chairman Bill Bailey, who graciously provided permission for several
passages from the Bailey/Toop Canadian Military Postal Markings to be used here.

Although a great deal of Canadian-related postal history from the Korean War will be
missing within these pages, an attempt has been made to cover the 'highlights'" as well
as provide a sampling of some unusual covers and cards. Members should be aware that

a great deal of material still exists within past issues of the Newsletter and this
issue will only help to add to that which has been dealt with previously.

It is hoped that in some small way, this issue will be a tribute to the Canadian men
and women who served in Canada's "Forgotten War". Their sacrifice has been ignored
far too long and it is hoped that their actions will never be forgotten.

KEXKKER

THE KOREAN WAR

On June 25, 1950, North Korean troops attacked the Republic of Korea south of the
38th Parallel. The United Nations, as well as the U.N. Security Council, condemned
the act and called upon member nations to provide assistance to South Korea.

Canada first came to South Korea's aid by despatching three of her Destroyers to the
area. HMCS Cayuga, HMCS Sioux, and HMCS Athabaskan, under U.N. Command, soon supported
the assault on Inchon as well as many other actions. They were to serve with Huron,
Iroquois, Crusader, Nootka, and Haida as the war progressed.

Canada also sent along several infantry regiments, artillery, engineering, and sig-
nals units. Support and service corps were also despatched to Korea and Japan. The
"new'" Canadian Postal Corps saw service in Korea and Japan too, with various Canadian
Army Post Offices stationed throughout the theatre of conflict. Over 26,000 Canadians
served in the Korean War.

Twenty-two Royal Canadian Air Force pilots served with the U.S. Fifth Air Force during
the war. The RCAF's 426 Squadron participated in air transport duties too.

On July 27, 1953, an Armistice was signed at Panmunjom ending the Korean War. Can-
adians continued to serve in the area for several years afterwards.

RREKKK
THE CANADIAN POSTAL CORPS IN KOREA

On November 1, 1950, the Canadian Postal Corps was reactivated after a rather limited
role following the Second World War. Canada's Canadian Army/Field Post Offices were
established at Pusan, Seoul, Tochong, Yongson, Korea and at Nippombara, Kure, Hiro,
Tokyo, Kobe, Japan. These included CFPO 25 to 32 inclusive as well as CAPO 5000 to
5003 inclusive. Offices were equipped with circular steel hammers, rubber handstamps
(including registration markings, large circular daters, and square "MOON's" or Money
Order Office Number devices). Oval markings were also utilized. One of the more pe-
culiar observations regarding some of these "hammers'" is that several exist with a
hyphen between the "CFPO" and "CAPO" designation and the office number.
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SELECTED CANADIAN PROOF STRIKES FROM THE KOREAN WAR

Through the kind permission of our Chairman W.J. Bailey, some of these Canadian
military postal markings and cancellations have been selected from W.J. Bailey
and E.R. Toop's Canadian Military Postal Markings, Vol.II (1996) for illustrative

and research purposes. Space does not permit all of these markings to be repro-
duced here so for more information and a detailed listing, the above book is
highly recommended. [Ed.]

CFPO25
No.
CFPO30
¥.P.g
No. DEC 3 1851
CAPO 5000
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A B

OOFHCERQ 9940 9923 9924 090925
CEFEPO C. F. P.O.|]|C. F. P. O. C. F. P. O
MAR 14 1951 DEC 2 1950 | | MAR 191951} § MAR 191851} | MAR 19 1951
COMMANDING NO. 25 NoO. 26 || No. 27 No. 28
‘S} .
QO
9926 9927 2877 2879 9944
C.F.P.OIIGF.P.OJicF.P.O.|] |C.F.P.O, CAPO
MAR 191951 [ | MAR 19 1851 || mar 13 1952 FEB 6 1953 NOV 6 1950
No. 29 || No. 30 31 No. 32 5000
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A RE-DIRECTED CAPO 5003 COVER--By A.D. Hanes
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[The above October

an interesting usage from Camp Borden,

6,

1954 cover (and the reverse continued on the next page) shows

Ontario. It was re-directed several times,

including through No.8 Australian Base P.0. and bears the CAPO 5003 dater (Kure,

Japan) as well as the CFPO-29 datestamp (Hiro, Japan).
Section/0OCT 15 1954/CAPO 5000" (Kure) has also been handstamped on the cover.
cover proceeded back to Canada on October 21 and arrived at MPO 333 in Ottawa (Post-

The oval '"Postal Tracing
The

al Tracing) where it received both the circular dater and the oval "POSTAL TRACING

SECTION/OCT 22 1954/MPO 333 NDHQ" marking. It presumably was returned to the sender

[Cont'd. ]
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as a clerk has written the return address on the front of the cover.]
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HMCS ATHABASKAN--By D. Mario

The Athabaskan (a Tribal Class Destroyer) was commi
Halifax. She sailed from Esquimalt, B.C. on July 5,
ters.

ssioned on January 20, 1948 at

1950 for service in Korean wa-
The Athabaskan served three tours of duty during the Korean War, and returned

on December 11, 1953 from the last of them. She subsequently served as a training

ship and was paid off for disposal on April 21, 1966. She was finally broken up at

La Spezia, Italy in 1970.

Commanding Officer
/Q/“:N
S R i
MAY 291952 S PR
' Y
H.M.C.S. Athahaskan PN

68,

et

CANADA '
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THE CAPO 5000 DOUBLE-OVAL "RACE TRACK"--By J. Daynes

Here are three examples of the unusual and fairly scarce CAPO 5000 oval markings.
All have December 1950 dates. [CAPO 5000 was located at Ft. Lewis, Washington and

at Vancouver, B.C. from December 7, 1950-May 5, 1951. It arrived at Kure, Japan on
May 7, 1951. These cancellations are usually quite faint and in light blue ink so
the proof strike from W.J. Bailey and E.R. Toop's Canadian Military Postal Markings,
Vol.IT (1996), p.641 will be used to help illustrate the markings. The usage of G.B.
postage is unusual--did the device arrive in Japan earlier than May 19517 All appear
to be struck with a late-December 1950 date.Ed. ]

CAPO 5000

NUMBER: M18-420
PROOFED: 1950
SIZE: 53 mm x 28 mm
RARITY FACTOR: E
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DID YOU KNOW?

In all, 26,791 Canadians served in Korea. A total of 312 died in combat and another
200 in various incidents associated with the war. [Source: Canadians at War by Jim
Lotz (London, U.K.: Bison Books, 1990), p. 171.]
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ATR MAIL CACHETS FROM CFPO 27--By S. Luciuk

Here are some lighthearted cachets from a soldier serving in No.38 Canadian Field
Ambulance, RCAMC, during the post-armistice period. Several types are known and a
few have been illustrated in past issues of the Newsletter. '"Hubba Hubba" cachets
are well-represented too and the cachets were probably purchased by service per-
sonnel while on leave 1in Japan.
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KOREA: CDN. SECT. APO 214--By C.D. Sayles

The two known hammers bearing these words are illustrated below. The small one is
30mm in diameter and was first reported in Newsletter 27 [May 1978, p.139]. The
similar, but larger one, is 38mm in diameter. It was reported in Newsletter 75
[Sept. 1987, p.512]. All examples which I have seen were applied in 19571 [dates
recorded include: 30mm--10/4/51; 10/16/51; 10/26/51; 38mm--12/31/51.Ed.].

| 28

Lk

M X

CANVADA

These hammers were known to H.E. Guertin, and Newsletter 28 [Sept. 1978, p.144]

gave a quote from his book (1). Because many members do not have these early news-
letters I give the quote in its entirety:

[Cont'd.]
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This type of datestamp was rarely used on mail to Canada. The dater was
used by the postal section serving with the US Army/Airforce APO 214 lo-
cated at Tachikawa Airfield near Yokohama, Japan. This APO was responsible
for loading and off-loading American and Canadian military mails, from the
US Military Air Transport Service (MATS) aircraft flying between Japan and
the U.S.A. [*But see below. ]

In 1997 I was fortunate enough to acquire one of these covers formerly owned by
Ritch Toop. The accompanying descriptive text had "American" crossed out and
"Australian'" substituted in handwriting. Given the source some research was in
order!

There was a US APO 214 but it closed at Chittagong, India in October of 1945, and
was not seen again until it reopened in Scotland in April of 1954 (2). However
there were records of an Australian APO 214, which was established at Empire House,
Tokyo on May 21, 1946, and was open to at least 1950 (3). So it appeared that the
APO might not be American, but could possibly be Australian if we could establish
that APO 214 was working after 1950.

I found the proof I was seeking when I recently acquired the cover illustrated be-
low. This unambiguously establishes that the Australian APO was open and working
in 1951, and also that it was being used by a member of the Canadian Military Mis-
sion, Far East located in Tokyo. It also makes sense to me that we would use the
existing facilities of our partners in the Commonwealth Division, at least until a
Canadian post office could be established in Tokyo.

< epaRos L - = g e

¥This ignores the fact that most Canadian mail to and from Korea was carried by U426
Sgn., RCAF. Starting in July 1950, this Squadron's North Star aircraft carried well
over one million pounds of mail between Montreal, McChord Airforce Base, and Tokyo.

REFERENCES

1. Guertin, H.E. The Wartime Mails and Stamps of Canada
2. Cosentini, G. and Greunzner, N. United States Numbered Military Post Offices (1994)
3. Edward B. Proud's Military Series for Australia
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CAYUGA'S R.C.N. 12 REGISTRY MARKING--By A.D. Hanes

This is a rare registered cover from the Canadian Destroyer HMCS Cayuga serving in
Korean waters. Although the free mail privilege applied to servicemen on active ser-
vice, it did not apply to registration; thus postage was applied.

Mr. and Mrw. R.S. CANHAYM,
suite 53 gocott Apartments,

Dougleas St.,
VICTORIA, British Columbla,

Canada.

 REGISTERED

e

\

e LRCN-12
T N 382

P i 2ot

The registration marking "RCN-12" on the face of the cover and circular "ROYAL CAN-
ADIAN NAVY MAIL" was applied aboard ship. The stamps were cancelled by a Vancouver,
B.C. roller. Routing as noted on the reverse was via CAPO 5001, then at Ebisu Camp,
Tokyo on October 27, 1954, and No.1 BASE P.0. at Vancouver on October 31, 1954. It

is the only copy of the RCN-12 registry marking I know of reported to date.
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CFPO-28 AND CFPO 29 COVERS--By J. Daynes

[Two covers illustrated below show a CFP0O-28 1953 strike (then at Kure, Japan) and
another 1953 strike from CFPO 29 (at Hiro, Japan). Note the first cover was sent to
Brig. Bogert, Commander of the 25th Canadian Infantry Brigade at CAPO 5000. ]

o Ay

. 'DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE O. H. M. S.

© 7., MINISTERE DE LA DEFENSE NATIONALE 4
A S. bE S. M.

Brig M P Bovart, DSO,OLE,CD
Commander 25 CDhi Inf Bde
CAPO 5000 c/o Postmaster
VANGCCHVER, BC

C. A.F. A. 1483
B0OOM.8.50 (3632)
H.Q 224.21,A41483

[ o fedonhatse 7o/C

/guw%e, ‘ﬁ@“ ¥ e L(—/,u'»q
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CAPO 5000 IN 1952--By S. Luciuk and J. Daynes

[These two covers opposite are both from Kure, Japan and illustrate the free mail
privilege. Presumably the cover to England was from an English sender as the desig-
nation of "Forces Mail" was usually utilized by non-Canadians (hence the "On Active
Service" which is customarily Canadian!).]

[Cont'd. ]
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CANADIAN

[S.L.]

XXXX¥X
CAPO-5003--By J. Daynes

[CAPO-5003 used one of the distinctive hammers with the small letters and numbers.
It was used at Kure, Japan from May 7, 1951 until February 6, 1955. It then moved

to Hiro, Japan from February 7, 1955 to June 20, 1955. These two covers illustrated
opposite show the two locations of CAPO-5003. Source: Canadian Military Post Offices
To 1986 by W.J. Bailey and E.R. Toop (Toronto: Unitrade Press, 1987), p. 54.]

[Cont'd.]
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b
SD-182712

' Sgt . J.M. Hawker

» Base Adm. Wing

. C.A.P.0..5003

~c¢/0o B.A.P.OS

LONDON 2

Mr . Frederioc J. Patka

Lerhenfelderstrasse 70/6

(Kure] Wien 8 AUSPRIA Encope

[ THE CANADIAN RED CROSS SOCIETY g Inter Unit,
; FAR EAST THEATRE e
<
AQoM.G, (M).,
Headquarters,
* British Commonwealth Morces Korea,
British Arwuy Post Office ho 5,
-~Kure, Japan.
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SOUTH KOREA'S 1951 FLAG STAMP ISSUE--By D. Mario

In 1951 a series of postage stamps was issued by South Korea to acknowledge the
various nations participating in the Korean War. Canada was so honoured and an ex-
ample is shown. Souvenir sheets, similar to the issued stamps but imperforate, were
also printed by South Korea's Ministry of Communications.

> )]

--dJ}i
i:—r’ %5

RHKKK ¥
THE ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY IN KOREA--By W. Whitehouse

There seems to be very little variety in the markings on covers from HMC ships. As
I understand it, the only requirement was that the writer insert "ON ACTIVE SER-
VICE" in the upper right corner of the envelope. Cover #1 shows a December 2, 1952
example from Haida's first tour of duty.

‘ ';75%2~551{f22;4_ “152&7;?;>. f ; } {; g
4547 Soobo e . ot >
L/4;;v¢¢rauyﬂcj
Be

I have no idea as to the origin of the rubber stamp "ON ACTIVE SERVICE"™ illus-
trated on the following two covers. Whether a member of the ship's company, a par-
ticular mess, wardroom, or the ship's postal officer arranged for the manu-

[Cont'd.]
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facture. Cover #2 is an example from HMCS Huron on its first tour dated May 24,
1951. A different style of rubber stamp shown as cover ff2a, is also from Huron
but during its third tour dated December 18, 1954. This cover also shows the

"ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY MAIL" cachet. The earllest datﬂ of this cachet by Huron was
during the ship's second tour and is dated September 26, 1953. Others may ‘have an

earlier date.

cANGMNA T: ’SERV fxs Ine.

OTTAWA, CANADA

Cover #2

Cover {2a

[Cont'd.]
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Cover #3 illustrates a boxed "ON ACTIVE/SERVICE" marking used aboard HMCS [roguo
and 1s dated August 21,

1953 during the ship's second tour of duty. It bears
"CANADIAN BASE-P.0O." circular date stamp.

Cover 3

Another straight line "ON ACTIVE SERVICE" appears on this Athabaskan cover dated
January 29, 1953 during its third tour which lasted fourteen months, the longest

tour of any Royal Canadian Navy ship. Note the serif lettering on the marking
(cover {4).

ON_ AOTIVE $ervicE
CANADIAN @ LEGION
WMo S 1 MEColloch
.?‘?“ FECT LAKE ?ﬂ? Cover {tu

¥4(“7;ﬁ/77

J.C

[Cont'd. ]
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Cover 5

1stered at

Cover #6 is a cover from Athabaskan during its tour. It was r
! at v ia's Mz Post Of-
ia ary 29! The ship

le day, and reached Ha
from August

fax the following day

Victoria H.M.C. L‘?U\”LA\'}:?”
51 until June 1952.

a

‘d on Jahu P' 28, 1952,
I i
1C

fice the san
was in Korean waters

Cover {6

675'7 VIA AR MAIL

\TRRIERS  FInANCE CoRPILR T1oM A o v
A32 BRCLING Told STREET
BALIEAK, A S |
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[Cont'd. ]

m"m\ T



BNAPS Canadian Military Mail Study Group

Page U493

This is the reverse of cover #6:

LTI RREVAVS A
W) BYCE BT pACASKA V"
LG SSPY M LT
ki) o \‘w i B ;:;fln W g-

Members might also recall that back in Newsletter #90 [November 1989, p.655], it
was reported that contact had been made with the member of Crusader who had his
"ON ACTIVE SERVICE" device with a ship cachet made up in Sasebo, Japan. It seems
other members of the crew also had similar cachets made, so it's safe to say that
this may be the origin of these "ON ACTIVE SERVICE" rubber handstamps previously
illustrated. The ship's postal authorities may not have had anything to do with

it, however one never can be sure unless more information surfaces. [Members know
about the interesting Crusader covers which have also been covered in Newsletters
#79, Feb. 1988, pp.550-51 and #82, June 1988, p.576. For those who don't have these
back issues, another illustration will be offered.Ed. ]

ON ACTIVE SERVICE ]

UNCS “CRUSADER’

Mrs J.H., Arrowsmith

313# - 20th Street North,

Lethbridge, Alberta,

Canada, /‘/

PIMA3 J.H, Arrowsmith 51131/E

o
A

23 P& Mess
H.M.C.S."Crusader”
C.N.PO. 5075 ‘

% Postmaster
Victoria, B.C.
Canada
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ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY CACHETS--By A.D. Hanes

[Here are two more R.C.N.

CDS from 1951. ]

ON ACTIVE SERVICE

"ON ACTIVE SERVICE" cachets which are somewhat different
than those reported and illustrated by W. Whitehouse.

Note the "CANADIAN BASE P.O."
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ROYAL CANADIAN MAVY
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CFPO 26 REGISTERED/RE-DIRECTED COVER--By D. Mario

One of our members may have been fortunate enough to acquire this amazing cover fron
an Edmonton auction house recently. [t depicts a scarce usage of registration from
CFPO-26 dated October 27, 1951 (Pusan, Korea) by a member of the Royal Canadian ord-
nance Corps (25 Canadian Infantry Brigade Ordnance Company).

The cover shows a great variety of transit markings including the large " ANADIAN

BASE P.O./REGISTRATION SECTION/VANCOUVER, B.C." and the oval "POSTAL TRACING/SECTION/
POSTAL SERVICE H.Q.". Also noteworthy is the auxiliary marking on the front "RETURNED.
TO CANADA" as the Ordnance Corps left Korea on January 2, 1952 (Bailey ani Toop. Can-
adian Military Postal Markings. Vol.II. Waterford, MI: C.G. Firby Publications,

NS00 L0000 0g0g, i
o s d

t

830). It certainly is an incredible cover.

2

\
AR

FAS(EN envelope by gum. d *
OPEN by cutting label insteg

Do Not Lick <

“\:J N L

(Z3A
%0—3-31 (4427)
. -90

CFPO 286,
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A TRIO OF KOREAN WAR REGISTERED COVERS--By J. Daynes

Here are three covers bearing registration markings from 1953.

Cover #1: CFPO-32, October 10,
1954);

CFPO 26, October 21, 1953 then at Kure, Japan (Jul.23, 1952-Nov. 15,
1954); also bearing a CAPO 5000 registry marking and CDS dated Octo-
ber 22, 1953 (then at Kure as well from May 7, 1951-Sept.12, 1955).
Note the transit through the British FPO G49 on October 23; and

CFPO-27, October 22, 1953 then at Yongson, Korea (May 18, 1951-Apr.
10, 1954); also bearing a CAPO 5000 large circular marking (Kure,
Japan) dated two days later.

They include:

1953 then at Kobe, Japan (Sept.2d, 1953-Mar.30,

Cover {#2:

Cover {#3:

[It is interesting to note that covers #2 and #3 were short paid. The "REGISTERED/
RECOMMENDE" markings on cover #1 are of private manufacture.Ed. ]

cECISTIRED RECoMMENSE
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e
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)
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N o,
\~ ERrSit
e~

[(Cont'd.]
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&

CAPQ 5000

=
Cover #2 ﬂ N 395 i

]

E. Jagger Esqg.,

..10 Kings Road,

By =

Cheadle Hulme |

Stockport,

fﬂfgz%/‘/) " Cpeshire.

(Cont'd.]
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15, Jaf{gel‘, iﬂf)(]. )
10, King's Road,
RN Che e lulme,

chPo 27
et hekpont,

Neareacis s oi cod

theshire.
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Cover {3
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DID YOU KNOW?

The Royal Canadian Army Medical Corps provided eight Nursing Sisters at Kure, Japan

and two to Seoul. There were thirteen flight nurses with the Royal Canadian Air Force.

These were a one year posting with six months in Japan and six in Korea. [Source:
"Medals to Canadian Nurses," by R.W. Irwin. CSMMI Journal (Winter 1995), p. 16.]
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The above '"Postal Tracing Section/CAPO 5000" marking was applied almost ten months

after the cover was mailed from CFPO 27 to another Canadian in Korea.

1954 .
is an unusual marking and presumably was useful to members of the Tracing

at Kure, Japan from May 7, 1951 to August 31,

for sorting purposes. Ed.]

POSTAL UNIT ACTIVITIES IN KOREA--By W.J. Bailey

Here are a couple of photos I came upon which depict some scenes in Korea

CAPO 5000 was
[The boxed "LIST/DATE CHECKED"
Section

in 1950-51.

Ecoyy

KOREA 1950. CANADIAN POSTAL UNIT VEHICLES.

XXXKXX

KOREA 1951. PTE COSTELLO SORTING MAIL AT SEOUL.
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THE KOREAN WAR: AN UNUSUAL ROUTING FOR NAVAL MAIL--By C.D. Sayles

This cover appears to bekan ordinary example of the Victoria Dockyard cancel (M15-
?06, 16 JUN U(f214MAR 55) until you turn it over, and read the return address. It
is from H.M.C.S. Cayuga, a Canadian Destroyer then on her second tour in Korean

waters (1, p.153). Cayuga was relieved from her operating station on Korea's west
coast on January 10, 1952, and proceeded to Sasebo, Japan enroute for two weeks of
rest and recreation at Hong Kong (1, pp.90-91). The sender applied seven cents post-
age which was the published rate for airmail to servicemen in Korea at the time (3
p.46). If the letter was given air transmission, it would have been mailed four to,
seven days earlier (say between January 21-24) and probably at Sasebo but possibly
at Hong Kong. How did this letter get to the Victoria (Esquimalt) Dockyard Post Of-
fice to be canceled on January 28, 19527

SO S5 P avecasrt
Aopm ,/kg-z/kf L1 A LR Nixon, Pery
wrees Cayopo, i

/ Z / FrL e f

J,

Other naval covers I have seen from this period have the '"Canadian Base P.0." CDS
cancel of Vancouver. This makes sense in that the Base P.0. was established to do
just that. Bags arriving from Korea by ship were unloaded at U.S. west coast ports
and railed to Vancouver. McChord Air Force Base near Tacoma handled much of the
airmail, and again I would expect Canadian bags to be forwarded to Vancouver for
onward transmission. In this connection there seems to be a mistaken impression
that the Canadian mails were handled by the American MATS (Military Air Transport
Service). In fact, 426 Sgn., RCAF had, by August of 1951, established a daily
North Star service from McChord to Tokyo (2, p.157). The record shows that 426 Sqgn.
was carrying more than 100,000 lbs. of mail every month (2, p.157). Since U426 San.
was operationally under MATS control (2, p.143), I suspect what really happened is
that mail for Korea was simply assigned to the next departing aircraft, whether
RCAF or MATS. Given the modest number of Canadians in Korea at this time, I think
100,000 1bs. per month shows that the RCAF was doing rather more than its share in
moving the mails to Korea.

It is possible that ships returning home might carry mail, and thus have it handled
by the Dockyard P.0., but there were no such returns in January and February 1952
(1, p.153). So by the process of elimination, we arrive at the last possibility--
that the letter was carried by favour by an RCN man returning to Canada, and posted
when he arrived at his destination. This seems the most likely explanation to me,

[Cont'd.]
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but I would welcome a rebuttal by someone more knowledgeable about the routes used
to move Canada's Korean War mails.

REFERENCES

1. Thorgrimmsom, T. and Russel, E.C. Canadian Naval Operations in Korean Waters.
Ottawa: Queen's Printer, 1965.

2. Milberry, L. The Canadair North Star. Toronto: CANAV Books, 1982.

3. Bailey, W.J. "Military Postal Rates.'" BNA Topiecs (No.3, 1997), 35-52.
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A 1954 INTER-UNIT COVER--By D. Mario

This 1954 CFPO 27 cover, posted in Seoul, shows an interesting Canadian-British-
Australian field post office transit. It is unusual in that it illustrates the
various types of postmarks used by three different Commonwealth Forces on one cover!

CANADIAN {3

2/8396. Pte. Bassett.

HQ. Coye.
3' Bn. R;'\R.

Xorea,

The cover left the Canadian FPO on July 26, travelled through the British FPO 158
on July 27 (then the Rear H.Q. for the Commonwealth Division from 18 AUG 1951-10

JAN 1955), and finally arrived and was backstamped at the Australian Unit Postal

Station 495 on July 28 (at H.Q. Co., 3 Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment).

According to Norman Bartlett's With The Australians in Korea (Canberra: Australian
War Memorial, 1960, p.141), the 3 Btn. RAR was incorporated into the 28 British
Commonwealth Brigade after the Battle of Kapyong. The Brigade also comprised the
2nd Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry, the 1st King's Own Scottish Bor-
ders, the 1st King's Shropshire Light Infantry, the 16th New Zealand Field Artil-
lery Regiment, a New Zealand transport platoon, the 60th Indian Field Ambulance,
and a company from the Royal Army Service Corps.

[My sincere thanks to David Collyer and John Daynes for their immense help in tel-
ling the above story. Ed.]

XXXXXX
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CFPO 25, 26, AND 27--By J. Daymes

[Here are several covers from three of the most well-known CFPO's associated with
the Korean War. Two of the different hammers from CFPO 25 are from Pusan (January
1951) and Seoul and Tochong (September 1953). CFP0O-26 is also from Pusan. These
two covers from CFPO 27 are also different hammers and originate from Yongson. All
were sent to England and feature a variety of frankings!]

Mr.E.Jagger,
10 ¥inocs RnsA.

Mr. B. Jagger,
10, King's Road
Cheadle Hulme,
Stockport,
Choshir e,
England

L:‘l.'y el

[Cont'd.]
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DID YOU KNOW?

The Canadian War Museum opened a Korean War Gallery on its third level in 1994. On
the 50th anniversary of the start of the Korean War, the gallery has been renovated
and was re-opened on June 24, 2000. The new permanent exhibition will include a col-
lection of approximately thirty images depicting Canada's participation in the war.
It is hoped that this honour will be installed within the new facility when it is
scheduled to open in 2004.
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U426 SQN., RCAF, TOKYO--By A.D. Hanes

The 426 Sgn., RCAF was a work horse during the Korean War and was involved in fly-
ing supplies and men both ways. It was employed on the Korean airlift (Operation
Hawk) and made six hundred round trips from July 1950 to June 1954. It carried
13,000 personnel and 7,000,000 lbs. of freight and mail. It's an early example of
the Squadron dated November 9, 1950.
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CANADIAN LIAISON MISSION, TOKYO--By J. Daynes

[The cover below was sent from CAPO 5000 (Kure, Japan) to the United States and
bears a U.S. 6¢ Air Mail stamp. The rubber stamp of the sender on the reverse does

not copy well but it reads:

C.C. VENN SD-91492

Cdn. Mil. Miss. G.H.Q. (F.E.C.)
A.P.0. 500 c/o0 P.M.

San Francisco, Calif. U.S.A.]

N \_\D\‘S.ON
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CHRISTMAS IN KOREA--By A.D. Hanes

[Canadian units issued several different types of Christmas cards while stationed
in Korea and Japan during the Korean War. Some of these have been 1illustrated on
the following pages and most are self-explanatory. Regrettably many cannot be in-
cluded within this special issue but members will have an opportunity to view them
in subsequent Christmas issues of the Newsletter. Ed.]

[(Cont'd.]
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H.M.C.S. "ATHABASKAN,"

INCHON, KOREA, 1952

\Xﬁk# keﬁ;wm#eng°<:LrS{mas

an&%%e’ﬂewfwéav

R
S el
g

\\\\\\\\\\\‘\\\\\“'

&

SO ST ORI NN

1952

Ist BATTALION

KOREA

PRI pin

9w w“H! \‘\ I

M'HM i

TR i 1 T TR




BNAPS Canadian Military Mail Study Group

Page 509

Joyeux Nogl
et
Bonne Année

L AT

COREE 1953

[Interior of card fol-
lows]

CANADIAN DESTROYER DIVISION
L FAR EAST
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H.I.CS. “CRUSADER"
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[Royal Canadian Army Service Corps]

Season’s Greetings

Rorea, 1953
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\

With Best Wishes
for

A Merry Christmas
and

A Happy Tew Year

05 Canadian Reinforcement Group
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SELECTED KOREAN WAR MILITARY HISTORIES

Members may find the following bibliography of publications related to Canada's par-
ticipation in the Korean War useful. Although non-postally related, these works will
more than adequately tell the story about one's covers during this period. Further
regimental histories may be of some benefit too, and members are directed to O.A.
Cooke's The Canadian Military Experience 1867-1995: A Bibliography. (Third Edition,
Ottawa: Directorate of History and Heritage, Dept. of National Defence, 1997) for
more information.

Canada. Armée. Quartier général de 1'Armée. Section historique. L'Armée canadienne
en Corée; les opdérations des Nations unies (1950-1953) et leurs répercussions;
court récit officiel. Ottawa: Imprimeur de la Reine, 1956.

. Army Headquarters. Historical Section. Canada's Army in Korea; the United
Nations Operations, 1950-53, and their Aftermath; a Short Official Account.
Ottawa: Queen's Printer, 1956.

. Dep't. of External Affairs. Canada and The Korean Crisis. Ottawa: King's
Printer, 1950.

. Le Canada et la crise coréenne. Ottawa: Imprimeur du Roi, 1950.

. Dep't. of Veterans' Affairs. Commemoration: Canadians in Korea, 1978/Souvenir;
Canadiens en Corde, 1978.

Gardam, John. Korea Volunteer: An Oral History From Those Who Were There. Burnstown,
ON.: General Store Publishing House, 1994.

Giesler, Patricia. Commemoration: Canadians in Korea, 1983/Commemoration: Canadiens
en Corée, 1983. Ottawa: Veterans Affairs Canada/Affaires des Anciens combattants

Canada, 1983.

Hempenstall, Robert. Find the Dragon: The Canadian Army in Korea, 1950-1953. Edmonton:
Four Winds Pub. Co., 1995.

McKeown, Michael G. Kapyong Remembered: Anecdotes from Korea; Second Battalion, Prin-
cess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry, Korea, 1950-1951. N.P., 1976.

Melady, John. Korea: Canada's Forgotten War. Toronto: Macmillan, 1983.

Meyers, Edward C. Thunder in the Morning Calm: The Royal Canadian Navy in Korea, 1950-
1955. St. Catharines, ON.: Vanwell Publ., 1992.

Peacock, Robert S. Kim-chi, Asahi and Rum: A Platoon Commander Remembers Korea, 1952-
1953. N.P.: Lugus, 1994,

Stairs, Denis. The Diplomacy of Constraint: Canada, the Korean War, and the U.S. Tor-
onto: Univ. of Toronto Press, 1974.

Stone, James R. and Jacques Castonguay. Korea 1951: Two Canadian Battles. (Canadian
Battle Series No.6). Ottawa: Balmuir Book Publ., Canadian War Museum, National
Museums of Canada, 1988.

Thorgrimsson, Thor., and E.C. Russell. Canadian Naval Operations in Korean Waters,
1950-1955. Ottawa: Queen's Printer, 1965.

Wood, Herbert F. Strange Battleground: The Operations in Korea and Their Efforts on
The Defence Policy of Canada. Official History of the Canadian Army. Ottawa:

Queen's Printer, 1966.
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