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C.A.F. HALTON CAMP/NO. 1 2 3  SQUADRON 1918-19--By C o l i n  P o m f r e t  

F u r t h e r  t o  p r e v i o u s  a r t i c l e s  i n  N i V s  # 1 3 9  ( p . 3 9 2 )  a n d  $140  ( p p .  
4 0 9 - 1 0 1 ,  C o l i n  s e n t  i n  t h e s e  t w o  r a r e  i tems f r o m  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  
o f  t h e  C a n a d i a n  A i r  F o r c e .  

P t e .  G e o r g e  S h i e r  was o n e  o f  t h e  2 3 7  t r a d e s m e n  who were re-mus-  
t e r e d  from t h e  C a n a d i a n  D e p o t s  i n  E n g l a n d  t o  t r a i n  a s  m e c h a n i c s  
a n d  r i g g e r s  b y  R o y a l  A i r  F o r c e  p e r s o n n e l  a t  H a l t o n  Camp. The  c a r d  
b e l o w  b e a r s  'a H a l t o n  Camp/Bucks .  7  NO 1 8  p o s t m a r k  a s  w e l l  a s  a n  
o r d e r l y  room'  r e c t a n g l e  d e n o t i n g  HALTON CAMP/6-NOV. 1918/WENDOVER 
BUCKS./CANADIAN A I R  FORCE. 
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No. 1  a n d  No. 2 S q u a d r o n s  moved f r o m  Upper  H e y f o r d  t o  Shoreham-By- 
S e a  on March 3 1 ,  1919  b u t  t h e  move was s h o r t - l i v e d .  The C a n a d i a n  
A i r  F o r c e  was d i s b a n d e d  o n  J u n e  3 0 ,  1 9 1 9 .  A p a c k i n g  s e c t i o n  r e m a i n e d  
a t  S h o r e h a m ,  h o w e v e r ,  u n t i l  l a t e  1 9 2 0  p r e p a r i n g  a i r c r a f t  s h i p m e n t s  t o  

The f o l l o w i n g  p o s t  c a r d  s e n t  by G e o r g e  S h i e r  i l l u s t r a t e s  a Shoreham 
By S e a ,  S u s s e x  1 / 2 8  AP 1 9  p o s t m a r k  a s  wel l  a s  a n  o v a l  o r d e r l y  room 
m a r k i n g  f r o m  No. 1 2 3  SQUADRON R.F .C .  

EMERGENCY RPO AT PRINCE GEORGE-FOLLOW-UP--By K e v i n  O ' R e i l l y  

Here's  a  f o l l o w - u p  t o  t h e  i tem i n  t h e  NL # I 3 6  ( p . 3 6 2 )  a n d  B i l l  Rob in -  
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'IPOSTAGE PAIDn MARKINGS--PT.I--By A . D .  H a n e s  

T h e s e  were m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  Newsletter  o v e r  
t h e  y e a r s  ( f i r s t  i n  NL # 9 8 ,  p . 7 3 9 ,  J a n u a r y  
1 9 9 1 ) ,  b u t  n o t h i n g  s u b s t a n t i a l  was r e a l l y  
d o n e  o n  t h e m  i n  t h e s e  p a g e s .  Many members  may 
h a v e  some  o f  t h e s e  b u t  a s  w i l l  be  n o t e d ,  I 

seem t o  h a v e  a g r e a t  n u m b e r  o f  t h e m  t o o !  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  ..some o f  t h e  
c o p i e s  a n d  s t r i k e s  a r e  n o t  t h e  b e s t ,  b u t  h o p e f u l l y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w i l l  
r e c o r d  some  o f  t h e s e  " P o s t a g e  P a i d f t  m a r k i n g s  u s e d  b y  t h e  C a n a d i a n  m i l i  
t a r y  [ D a v e  h a s  s e n t  s e v e r a l  p a g e s  o f  i l l u s t r a t e d  m a r k i n g s  a n d  many a r e  
shown h e r e .  P a r t  I1 w i l l  f o l l o w  i n  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e . E d . 1 .  
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[To b e  contld.] I S .  J 
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PEACE-KEEPING OPERATIONS AND CANADA--By R. Toombs 

Bob recently pulled some notes off of the Internet from Canada's De- 
partment of Foreign Affairs at http://www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca/ 
peacekeeping/hist-e.asp ( . )  As members may find the information of use, 
it will be reproduced in two parts (the second will follow in the next 
issue). 

Peacekeeping Operations over the Years and Canada's Contribution 

(Note: Bold type indicates Canada is still contributing) 

......................................................... 

Supervise withdrawal of French, 

.... .. .- - 
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South Vietnam ir 
Egypt, Israel I=- 

. . . . . .  

Syria (Golan) 

Afghanistan ' 'r 
Central Ameria 

I 

I Angola /I 

11 Cambodia , , 

.. -. . . . .  
Iraq, Kuwait 

UNIPOM 

OTN 

UNEF II 

. - . - . . . .  - . . .  

UNDOF 

MFO 

UNAVEM 

ONUCA 

UNTAG 

- . - - . -. - .- . -. . 
ONUVEN 

.-. ~. . 

OSGAP 

ONUVEH 

......................... - -- 
UNAVEM ll 

.............. .- - . - -. ...... 
ECMM 

ONUSAL 

UNSCOM 

1965-1966 . - I ~ ] [ U N  India-Pakistan Observation il 

.I I1 ilcontrol and Supervision. (non-UN 

:I 11 I 
1968-1969 

1973 ~ ~ l ~ ~ l l n t e r n a t i o n a l  

'L---I- Po !Imission). Supervise truce 
1973-1979 ( I ~ . -~UN Emergency Force II. Supervise 

Mission. Supervise cease-fire \, 

Observer Team to Nigeria (non-UN I 
mission). Supervise cease-fire I 

Commission for i 

. . .  

of Israeli and Egyptian 
- .  

1974- 

I ' -  

. . . .  I .  ll~yrianforces 
1978- 1 5 . 9 0 0 1  117 !IUN Interim Force 

I 1) 1 Confirm withdrawal i f  Israeli forces I 
1986- ~ l ~ l p  1 Multinational Force and 

! . ~ b r e w r * r  !-oa-I IN nirsloc). 1, 
revent violation of Camp David 

: I  I I I l f o r c e s '  withdrawal ! 
1989-1 991 UN Angola Verification Mission. 1 

-- Monitor Cuban troop withdrawal 

1989-1992 ~ 1 ~ 1 ~ U N  Observer Group in Central 
; I  11 IlAmerica. Verifv com~liance to I1 

Unknown 

ll~squipulas ~ ~ i e e m e n t  

~ ] ( U N  Transifjon Assistance Group, 
Namibia. Assist in transition to j 
... 

UN Observer Mission for the 
Verification of the Electoral Process1 
in Nicaragua . - . . __I  

1 Office of the Secretary-General in I 
I Afghanistan and Pakistan. Provide I 

! ,I 11 /[military advisory unit 
1990-1991 [ T I ~ I I U N  Observers for the Verification 

I 11 llElections in Haiti. Monitor 1990 
,. . . .  ( ]I . lpections . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11 
I -- 
1991-1994 1 350 /I 15 !/UN Angola verification Mission. :I 

I I  ilmine awareness 

1991-1995 '-11 55 ~IUN Observer Mission in El 

~onlto; cease-fire ......................... ."...".._......_........ .I II .il..-- I 

1991- ,rlrl j European Community Monitor I 
i Mission. (non-UN mission). Monitor 1 
1 cease-fires 

Salvador. Monitor human rights. i 
progress toward military reform. 

. . . .  peace_.- - -- .- I 
UN Iraq-Kuwait Observation ! 

Mission. Monitor demilitarized I 

1991-1992 ylr i 
/ 

I I1 llzone 
1 1991- - I ~ [ ~ U N  Special Commission. Inspect 

UN Advance Mission in Cambodia. 
Monitor cease-fire and establish 

.rr :+ $:. % :i 
[ T o  be contld.] 
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Doug S a y l e s  w r o t e :  "I h a v e  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  FPO 4 3 6  c o v e r  s e n t  
b y  Ken E l l i s o n  ( p p . 4 3 9 - 4 0 ) .  T h e  C a l g a r y  R e g i m e n t  was p a r t  o f  t h e  f o r c e  
s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  D i e p p e  r a i d  w h i c h ,  a t  t h e  time t h i s  c o v e r  was m a i l e d ,  
w a s  t r a i n i n g  o n  t h e  I s l e  o f  W i g h t .  We know t h a t  s e c u r i t y  was v e r y  
t i g h t  b u t  t h e  q u o t e  f r o m  K e n ' s  l e t t e r  i s  n e w ,  a n d  s h o w s  j u s t  how r i d i c u -  
l o u s  t h e  q u e s t  f o r  s e c u r i t y  c o u l d  b e c o m e .  A s  Ken p o i n t e d  o u t ,  t h i s  p a r -  
t i c u l a r  r u l e  w a s  j u s t  p l a i n  dumb.  My g u e s s  w o u l d  b e  t h a t  i t  a p p l i e d  o n -  
l y  t o  t h e  C a l g a r y  R e g i m e n t ,  a n d  o n l y  f o r  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  w e e k s  o f  J u n e  
1 9 4 2 .  

I h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  e x a m i n e  s e v e r a l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e s  w h i c h  s p a n  t h e  e n -  
t i r e  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  S e c o n d  W o r l d  War. T h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  s e r i a l l y  n u m b e r -  
i n g  l e t t e r s  i s  v e r y  common a f t e r  t h e  writers moved o v e r s e a s .  I h a v e  
s e e n  n o  e x a m p l e s . o f ~ , s e r i a l  n u m b e r i n g  f o r  p e r s o n n e l  s t a t i o n e d  i n  C a n a d a .  
The  r e a s o n  f o r " d o i n g  t h i s  n u m b e r i n g  was t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  l e t t e r s  w h i c h  
w e n t  m i s s i n g - - a  g a p  i n  t h e  n u m b e r s  r e c e i v e d  w o u l d  show t h a t  a l e t t e r  
h a d ' b e e n  w r i t t e n ,  b u t  n e v e r  d e l i v e r e d .  T h i s  was a n e c e s s a r y  p r e c a u t i o n  
t h a n k s  t o  t h : e  German U - b o a t s .  Mos t  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e s  I h a v e  s e e n  m e n t i o n  
l e t t e r s  w h i c h  were n e v e r  d e l i v e r e d . " ,  a n d :  

"I e n j o y e d  s e . e i n g  W i l f  W h i t e h o u s e ' s  c o v e r  f r o m  Comox ( p p . 4 4 7 - 4 8 ) .  T h e r e  
w e r e  a n u m b e r  o f  m i l i t a r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  i n  B.C.  w h i c h  u s e d  c i v i l i a n  
p o s t  o f f i c e s ,  a n d  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  l a r g e l y  u n r e p o r t e d  t o  d a t e .  O t h e r s  I 
c a n  t h i n k  o f  a r e  C o a l  H a r b o u r ,  B e l l a  Be l l a ,  P o r t  H a r d y ,  a n d  U c l u e l e t .  
H e r e w i t h  b e l o w  i s  a J u n e  1 9 4 3  Comox e x a m p l e  f r o m  my c o l l e c t i o n .  A t  t h i s  
time a l l  Combined  O p e r a t i o n s  t r a i n i n g  o n  t h e  West C o a s t  h a d  j u s t  b e e n  
c o n s o l i d a t e d  a t  Comox. T h e  Army a n d  t h e  Navy w o r k e d  t o g e t h e r  t o  l e a r n  
t h e  t e c h n i q u e s  o f  s e ' a - b o r n e  a s s a u l t .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  
R . C . N .  h a d  b e e n  u s i n g  Comox f o r  many y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n i n g  o f  

-..-.-. - 
T. + . ... 

f 

- . . .  \ .  

, FROM H.M.C. SHIP, ., 

ExUCINED BY DB/N 789 
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a n  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i n  A u g u s t  1 9 4 0 .  D u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r - w a r  p e r i o d ,  i t  was  
common f o r  t h e  a n n u a l  v i s i t i n g  s h i p  f r o m  Bermuda t o  s p e n d  s e v e n  t o  t e n  
d a y s  a t  Comox f o r  t r a i n i n g .  T h e  e a r l i e s t  r e f e r e n c e  I h a v e  f o u n d  i s  f o r  
1 9 1 9 ,  b u t  I h a v e  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  Comox was u s e d  f o r  r i f l e  a n d  d r i l l  
t r a i n i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  I m p e r i a l  p e r i o d  ( p r e - 1 9 1 0 ) .  I c a n ' t  f i n d  t h e  r e f e r -  
e n c e  h o w e v e r .  

REFERENCES: 

L o n g s t a f f ,  M a j o r  F .V .  E s q u i m a l t  N a v a l  B a s e .  V i c t o r i a :  The  V i c t o r i a  
Book a n d  S t a t i o n e r y  C o . ,  1 9 4 1 ;  

T u c k e r ,  G . N .  The  N a v a l  S e r v i c e  o f  C a n a d a .  V o l . 1 1 .  Ottawa: The  
K i n g ' s  P r i n t e r ,  1 9 5 2 . 1 '  

******  
MORE PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST . . . .  ---- 
Mike S t r e e t  s e n t  i n  a c o p y  o f  F l i g h t l i n e s ,  a p u b l i c a t i o n  i s s u e d  b y  t h e  
C a n a d i a n  W a r p l a n e  Heritage Museum. The  e i g h t - p a g e  n e w s p a p e r - l i k e  F e b r u -  
a r y  2 0 0 0  i s s u e  c o n t a i n e d  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  t h e  Museum's  C a n s o  PQL p l a n e  a n d  
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C a t a l i n a  S o c i e t y ' s  f a l l  c o n v e n t i o n  i n  Ottawa ( i n  1 9 9 9 ) .  
The  a r t i c l e  i n c l u d e d  a s t o r y  a b o u t  p i l o t  F/L D a v i d  E.  H o r n e l l ,  VC a n d  
t h e  V i c t o r i a  C r o s s  e v e n t  w i t h  C a n s o  +I9754 i n  J u n e  1 9 4 4 .  F o r  more  i n f o r -  
m a t i o n  c o n t a c t  t h e  M u s e u m : 9 2 8 0 A i r p o r t  R d . ,  Mount Hope ,  ON LOR IWO; t e l e -  
p h o n e  ( 9 0 5 )  6 7 9 - 4 1 8 3 b E x t .  2 3 0  o r  email:  museum@warp lane . com ( . )  

* % f  % * *  

" Z v  FORCE: THE C A N A D I A N  A R M Y  I N  ICELAND, 1940-41--PT.I--By C . D .  S a y l e s  

I c e l a n d  i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  N o r t h  A t l a n t i c ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  h a l f w a y  b e t w e e n  
Canada  a n d  B r i t a i n .  To a n y  power  w h i c h  s e e k s  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  A t l a n t i c  
O c e a n ,  i t  i s  a s t r a t e g i c  p r i z e  o f  g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e  f o r  i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  
h a r b o u r  s h i p s  a n d  a i r c r a f t  n e a r  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  o c e a n  b a t t l e f i e l d .  By 
e a r l y  1 9 4 0  i t  was c l e a r  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  t h a t  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  N o r t h  A t l a n -  
t i c  sea l a n e s ,  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  B r i t a i n ' s  s u r v i v a l ,  was i n  d o u b t .  German 
a i r  a n d  n a v a l  b a s e s  i n  I c e l a n d  w o u l d  t u r n  a n  a l r e a d y  d a n g e r o u s  s i t u a t i o n  
i n t o  a d i s a s t e r .  The  Germans  were b e l i e v e d  c a p a b l e  o f  c a p t u r i n g  I c e l a n d ,  
a n d  B r i t i s h  t r o o p s  t h e r e f o r e  o c c u p i e d  I c e l a n d  on  May 1 0 ,  1 9 4 0 .  

A l m o s t  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  C a n a d a  was a s k e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a n  o c c u p a t i o n  f o r c e  t o  
a l l o w  t h e  B r i t i s h  al-my t r o o p s  t o  b e  y e d e p l o y e d  t o  more  p r c s s i n g  a r e a s .  
After p r o l o n g e d  w r a n g l i n g  b e t w e e n  Ottawa a n d  L o n d o n ,  C a n a d a  a g r e e d  t o  
p r o v i d e  a b r i g a d e  o f  t r o o p s  . . . [ f o r  t h i s  t o  o c c u r ] .  

B r i g a d i e r  L . F .  P a g e  was c a l l e d  t o  Ottawa o n  J u n e  5 ,  1 9 4 0 ,  a n d  t o l d  h e  
was t o  command a b r i g a d e - s i z e d  f o r c e  o f  i n f a n t r y ,  named "Z"  F o r c e .  The 
B r i g a d e  H e a d q u a r t e r s  a n d  t h e  R o y a l  R e g i m e n t  o f  C a n a d a  l e f t  H a l i f a x  J u n e  
1 0  a n d  a r r i v e d  s a f e l y  i n  I c e l a n d  on  [ J u n e ]  1 7 .  T h e y  were f o l l o w e d  by 
t h e  F u s i l i e r s  d e  Mont R o y a l  a n d  t h e  Cameron H i g h l a n d e r s  o f  Ottawa (M.G.)  
who a r r i v e d  J u l y  7 ,  1 9 4 0 .  A l l  o t h e r  a r m s  s u c h  as  a r t i l l e r y ,  a n t i - a i r -  
c r a f t  g u n s ,  a n d  n a v a l  a n d  a e r i a l  p r o t e c t i o n  r e m a i n e d  B r i t i s h  r e s p o n s i -  
b i l i t i e s .  

The  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  W i n s t o n  C h u r c h i l l  e n s u r e d  t h a t  t h e  s t a y  o f  
t h e  f i r s t  t w o  u n i t s  was t o  b e  s h o r t .  He w a n t e d  t h e s e  " f i r s t  c lass"  
t r o o p s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  d e f e n c e  o f  B r i t a i n .  T h i s  was f o r t u n a t e  f o r  t h e  
t r o o p s  c o n c e r n e d ,  f o r  " Z "  F o r c e  h a d  b e e n  v e r y  h a s t i l y  o r g a n i z e d ,  a n d  was  
i n  n o  r e s p e c t  p r e p a r e d  f o r  I c e l a n d i c  c o n d i t i o n s .  R a i n  a n d  v e r y  h i g h  
w i n d s  were t h e  n o r m ,  a n d  t h e  t e m p e r a t u r e s  c o o l ,  e v e n  d u r i n g  t h e  summer.  
I t  q u i c k l y  became  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  d r y  c l o t h i n g  o r  f o o t w e a r .  ~ e y k j a v i k ' s  

[ C o n t ' d .  1 
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p o r t  was p o o r l y  d e v e l o p e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e ;  l a c k i n g  i n  w h a r f a g e  a n d  u n l o a d -  
i n g  e q u i p m e n t . , M u c h  o f  t h e  u n l o a d i n g  o f  s u p p l i e s  had  t o  b e  d o n e  by h a n d .  
S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  camps' ,  r o a d s ,  a n d  d e f e n s i v e  p o s i t i o n s  a l l  h a d  
t o  b e  d o n e  by h a n d  l a b o u r .  

Summarv: C a n a d i a n  U n i t s  i n  " Z n  F o r c e :  

UNIT ARRIVAL DATE DEPARTURE DATE 

Z F o r c e  B r i g a d e  H . ) Q .  J u n e  1 7 ,  1940  O c t o b e r  3 1 ,  1940  
R o y a l  Regl t .  o f  Canada  (RRC) J u n e  1 7 ,  1 9 4 0  O c t o b e r  3 1 ,  1940  
F u s i l i e r s  d e  Mont Royal(FMR) J u l y  7 ,  1 9 4 0  O c t o b e r  2 6 ,  1940  
Cameron H i g h l a n d e r s  of  Otta- J u l y  7 ,  1940  A p r i l  2 7 ,  1941 
w a  (M.G.) (CHO/MG) 

B a s i s  f o r  S t u d y :  

T h i s  s t u d y  is, b a s e d  o n  c o v e r s  o r  p h o t o c o p i e s  w h i c h  I own o r  h a v e  had  t h e  
o p p o r t x n i t y  t o  e x a m i n e .  An a p p e a l  t o - . t h e ' m e m b e r s  o f  BNAPS.'s C a n a d i a n  
M i l i t a r y  Mail S t u d y  G r o u p  f o r  e x a m p l e s  of  C a n a d i a n  s o l d i e r s 1  m a i l  re-  
s u l t e d  i n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  7 0  [ s e v e n t y ]  c o v e r s  b e i n g  made a v a i l a b l e .  The 
N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s  o f  Canada  p r o v i d e d  much u s e f u l  mate r ia l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t h e  d a i l y  o r d e r s  i s s u e d  t o  t h e  t r o o p s  w h i c h  sometimes d e a l t  w i t h  mail  
a n d  c e n s o r s h i p  m a t t e r s .  

THE POSTAL HISTORY: 

The C a n a d i a n  f o r c e  was p a r t  o f ,  a n d  u n d e r  t h e  command o f ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  
f o r c e  i n  I c e l a n d  known a s  A l a b a s t e r  F o r c e .  I n  a l l  cases ,  t h e  P o s t  O f f i -  
ces  u s e d  were B r i t i s h  FPO1s  [ F i e l d  P o s t  O f f i c e s ]  t o  w h i c h  t h e  C a n a d i a n  
t r o o p s  were g i v e n  f u l l  a c c e s s .  The o f f i c e s  b e l i e v e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  b y  
C a n a d i a n s  a r e  t a b u l a t e d  b e l o w  [TABLE 1 1 .  The hammers u s e d  were t h e  s t a n -  
d a r d  B r i t i s h  " F i e l d  P o s t  Off ice  + Numbert1 t y p e s .  FPO 3 0 6  i s  n o t a b l e  i n  
t h a t  i t  h a d ~ t w o  hammers ,  w h i c h  may b e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  
b a r s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  number  ( F I G . l ) .  One ( o n  t h e  l e f t )  i s  27mm i n  d i a -  
meter a n d  h a s  b a r s  o f  6mm; t h e  o t h e r  ( o n  t h e  r i g h t )  i s  26mm i n  d i a m e t e r  
a n d  i t s  b a r s  a r e  8 m m  l o n g .  

British FPO Location 
Number 

2 Reykjavik Transit 
Camp 

3 Seydisfjordur 

304 Akureyri 

305 Budaeyri 

306 Reykjavik 

307 Reykjavik-Geithal 

308 Borganes 

FIG.  1  

O n l y  s u r f a c e  mail s e r v i c e  was  a v a i l a -  
a b l e ;  a i r  m a i l  was n o t  a v a i l a b l e  a t  
t h i s  e a r l y  d a t e .  R e g i s t r a t i o n  s e r v i c e  
was a v a i l a b l e  ( s e e  F I G . 2  f o r  a n  e x -  
a m p l e  o f  t h i s  s e r v i c e ) .  

TABLE 1  
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F I G . 2 :  A R e g i s t e r e d  L e t t e r  From FPO 3 0 6  P a y i n g  t h e  3d Regis t ra -  
t i o n  Rate 

R o u t e s :  

D o c u m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  r o u t i n g  o f  C a n a d i a n  mail  t o  a n d  f r o m  I c e l a n d  i s  
s p a r s e .  D a v i s  ( 2 )  claims t h a t  i n i t i a l  C a n a d i a n  mai l s  moved v i a  t h e  U . K . .  
a n d  i l l u s t r a t e s  a c o v e r  f r o m  a member o f  t h e  R o y a l  R e g i m e n t  o f  C a n a d a  
b e a r i n g  t h e  p o s t m a r k  o f  t h e  R o y a l  E n g i n e e r s  Home D e p o t ,  P l y m o u t h .  T h i s  
r o u t i n g  seems l o g i c a l ;  t h e  P o s t  Of f i ce s  were B r i t i s h  a n d  were s e r v i n g  a 
p r e p o n d e r a n t l y  B r i t i s h  c l i e n t e l e .  

T h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  some  o f  t h e  e a r l y  mai l  was b a g g e d  a n d  s h i p p e d  t o  
t h e  B a s e  P o s t  Of f i ce  i n  Ottawa, w h e r e  i t  was c a n c e l e d  a n d  p u t  i n t o  t h e  
mail stream. D a v i s  i l l u s t r a t e s  s u c h  a c o v e r  d a t e d  J u l y  1 7 ,  1 9 4 0 ,  a n d  
F I G . 2  i s  a c o v e r  w i t h  t h e  same d a t e  f r o m  my c o l l e c t i o n .  I wou ld  s p e c u -  
l a t e  t h a t  mail  h a n d l e d  t h i s  way was " e n  r o u t e "  mai l ,  w h i c h  was b a g g e d  
a n d  r e t u r n e d  t o  C a n a d a  w i t h  t h e  s h i p  w h i c h  h a d  t r a n s p o r t e d  t h e  t r o o p s .  

We a l s o  h a v e  t h i s  l a t e  A u g u s t  1 9 4 0  e n t r y  f r o m  t h e  D a i l y  R o u t i n e  O r d e r s :  

G r e e n  e n v e l o p e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  i s s u e  t o  u n i t s  . . . .  [ b u t ]  
s h o u l d  NOT b e  u s e d  . . . .  [ a s ]  t h e y  w i l l  b e  c e n s o r e d  i n  t h e  U . K . ,  
a n d  d e l i v e r y  i s  bound  t o  b e  s l o w e r  t h a n  w i t h  u n i t  c e n s o r -  
s h i p .  

T h i s  i s  a r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  " h o n o u r  e n v e l o p e s " ,  w h i c h  were n o t  
c e n s o r e d  a t  t h e  r e g i m e n t a l  l e v e l  b u t  o n l y  l i a b l e  t o  c e n s o r i n g  a t  t h e  
b a s e .  By i n f e r e n c e ,  t h i s  o r d e r  may b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  mean t h a t  mail 
w h i c h  was c e n s o r e d  r e g i m e n t a l l y  i n  I c e l a n d  h a d  a m o r e  d i r e c t  a n d  f a s t e r  
r o u t e  t o  C a n a d a  t h a n  v i a  t h e  U . K .  

The  f i r s t  mai l  f r o m  C a n a d a  a r r i v e d  J u l y  3 ,  1 9 4 0  a n d  was d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  
t h e  t r o o p s  t h e  n e x t  d a y .  How t h i s  mail  t r a v e l e d  t o  I c e l a n d  i s  n o t  known.  
T h e r e  w a s  a s t e a d y  stream o f  smal l  f r e i g h t e r s  b r i n g i n g  s u p p l i e s  f r o m  
Canada  t o  t h e  F o r c e .  [ I ] t  i s  r e a s o n a b l e  t o  a s s u m e  t h a t  t h e y  were p r e s s e d  
i n t o  s e r v i c e  t o  c a r r y  t h e  mails.  T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  r e f e r e n c e s  i n  A u g u s t  

[ C o n t l d .  1 
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a n d  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 4 0  i n  t h e  u n i t  War Diaries  t o  mail a r r i v i n g  f r o m  s h i p s  
o n  t h e  l f r e g u l a r  N e w  Y o r k - R e y k j a v i k f f  r u n .  Then  e a c h  o f  t h e  u n i t  War D i -  
a r i e s  r e c o r d s  t h e  r e c e i p t  o f  a l a rge  mail o n  S e p t e m b e r  3 0 / 0 c t o b e r  1 ,  
l f . . .  w h i c h  i s  t h e  f i r s t  d i r e c t  s h i p m e n t  f r o m  C a n a d a v .  I t  i n c l u d e d  l e t -  
t e r s  w r i t t e n  u p  t o  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 .  

To s u m m a r i z e ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  o u t g o i n g  C a n a d i a n  " e n  r o u t e f f  mai l  was b a g -  
g e d  a n d  r e t u r n e d  t o  C a n a d a  o n  t h e  t r o o p s h i p .  I t  was t h e n  s e n t  t o  t h e  
B a s e  P o s t  Off ice i n  Ottawa, a n d  t h e r e  f r a n k e d  a n d  r e l e a s e d  i n t o  t h e  mai l  
stream. F o r  a s h o r t  p e r i o d  a f t e r  t h e  t r o o p s  h a d  a r r i v e d ,  t h e i r  l e t t e r s  
were s e n t  t o  B r i t a i n  a n d  f r a n k e d  a t  t h e  R o y a l  E n g i n e e r s  Home P o s t a l  De- 
p o t  b e f o r e  r e l ea se  i n t o  t h e  [ m a i l s ] . ' S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  s h i p s  w h i c h  p r o -  
v i d e d  t h e  r e g u l a r  s e r v i c e  b e t w e e n  R e y k j a v i k  a n d  N e w  Y o r k  were u t i l i z e d t o  
c a r r y  t h e  C a n a d i a n  mai l s .  F i n a l l y ,  we know t h a t  o n  a t  l e a s t  o n e  o c c a s i o n  
m a i l  was s h i p p e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  I c e l a n d  f r o m  C a n a d a .  

Rates: 

The  a p p l i c a b l e  p o s t a l  r a t e s  f o r  s u r f a c e  mai l  were p u b l i s h e d  i n  [ t h e ]  
R R C T s  D a i l y  O r d e r s  a s  f o l l o w s :  

TABLE 2 

* O r i g i n a l l y ,  mail f o r  t h e  U . S . A .  r e q u i r e d  27 I c e l a n d i c  A u r e r  p o s t a g e  
( t h e  e x c h a n g e  r a t e  i n  J u l y  1 9 4 0  was $1 Cdn.  = 5 . 8 0  I c e l a n d i c  K r o n u r ) .  

C e n s o r s h i p :  

A l l  o u t g o i n g  mai l  was c e n s o r e d .  We a r e  f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  t h e  R o y a l  Regi- 
m e n t  O r d e r s  ( P a r t  I )  g i v e  u s  a l o t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  c e n s o r s h i p .  
F i r s t ,  w e  h a v e  t h i s  o r d e r  i s s u e d  o n  J u n e  1 1 ,  1 9 4 0 ,  w h i l e  t h e  R R C  was 
s t i l l  e n  r o u t e :  

A l l  s u c h  mail w i l l  b e  h a n d e d  u n s e a l e d  t o  [ t h e ]  Coy O f f i c e ,  
w h e r e  i t  w i l l  b e  c e n s o r e d  b y  t h e  O . C .  [ , ]  t h e  Coy o r  d e s i g -  
n a t e .  He w i l l  s i g n  w i t h  name a n d  r a n k  i n  t h e  u p p e r  r i g h t  h a n d  
c o r n e r  o f  t h e  f r o n t .  

And o n  J u l y  7 ,  1 9 4 0 :  

L e t t e r s  w i l l  b e  f r a n k e d  ( i e .  c e n s o r e d )  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  t e x t  
a n d  i n  t h e  l o w e r  l e f t  h a n d  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  e n v e l o p e .  

[ T o  b e  c o n t f d . ]  
+ I I . % S #  

Rate 

FREE 

3 % d  

I d 

2 % d  

1 d 

3 d 

1 % d  

3 d 

Destination 

British Empire 

USA * 

Foreign countries 

Registration Fee 

Weight 

2 oz and under 

2-3 oz 

each additional ounce 

1 oz and under 

each additional ounce 

1 oz and under 

each additional ounce 
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Dear CMMSG Members :  

Here's a n o t h e r  i s s u e  f o r  y o u r  p e r u s a l .  Y o u ' l l  n o t e  t h a t  s e v e r a l  i t ems  
a r e  a b i t  l e n g t h y  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  s p l i t  o v e r  s e v e r a l  i s s u e s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  
we o n l y  h a v e  t w e l v e  p a g e s  p e r  i s s u e  a n d  I f e e l  t h a t  a v a r i e t y  o f  a r e a s  
k e e p s  i n f o r m a t i o n  f l o w i n g  a n d  more member s  i n t e r e s t e d .  Some members  a n d  
a u t h o r s  may n o t  ag ree ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  t h e  b e s t  a l t e r n a t i v e  f o r  o u r  l i m i t e d  
s p a c e .  I n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  s e a s o n ,  B i l l  a n d  I w i s h  t o  e x t e n d  o u r  b e s t  
f o r  s p r i n g  a n d  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  w i n t e r  ( f o r  m o s t  of  o u r  m e m b e r s h i p )  w a s n ' t  
t o o  b a d !  U n t i l  n e x t  t ime,  g o o d  c o l l e c t i n g !  

%it.**** 

Welcome t o :  JEAN-LOUIS EMMENEGGER, P.O.  Box 1 1 0 ,  CH-1009 P u l l y ,  S w i t z e r -  
l a n d - - C o l l e c t s  U . N .  F o r c e s / M i s s i o n s ,  1 9 4 8 - 1 9 9 8  ( 5 0  y e a r s  o f  P e a c e k e e p i n g )  

**I***  

N o t e  niw a d d r e s s :  P . R .  SANDERSON, Box 2 6 9 ,  F e n e l o n  F a l l s ,  ON KOM IN0 
C h a n g e :  CHRIS HARGREAVES, K i n g s t o n  - 

* Y * * W *  

SMALL ADS 

E a c h  i n s e r t i o n  i s  o n l y  $ 1  C a n a d i a n  ( C a n a d i a n  m i n t  s t a m p s  o r  t h e  e q u i v a -  
l e n t  i s  f i n e )  t o  b u y ,  s e l l ,  o r  e x c h a n g e !  C o p y / p a y m e n t  t o  t h e  E d i t o r .  

WANTED: C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  t o / f r o m  W m . ,  Mrs. W . ,  o r  Hamish  M a i t l a n d - D o u g a l l .  
P l e a s e  s e n d  p h o t o c o p y / p r i c e  t o  Doug S a y l e s ,  2 5  Howard R d . ,  W a t e r d o w n ,  ON 
LOR 2H4 ( 3 / 5 )  

* * * * * *  
EASTER GREETINGS FROM "SALLY ANNE" 

T h i s  a t t r a c t i v e  E a s t e r  p o s t  c a r d  i n  s i l v e r  a n d  p u r p l e  ( c a .  S e c o n d  Wor ld  
War)  seems a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  w i s h  t o  member s !  T h e  r e v e r s e ' s  p r i n t e d  m e s s a g e  
a n d  c a c h e t  a r e  i n  t h e  c u s t o m a r y  r e d .  

b 
I 

> 
- - 

3 C t t * * i e  


