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SURPRISE!
A surprise Newsletter again this year! This is the seventh
this year whereas the norm is only five. Hope that you do not

mind.
The main reason for this issue is Wilf Whitehouse's article on

the Royal Canadian Navy Christmas cards. It isn't really

postal history but it is certainly appropriate at this time of
the year. As you can gather, Wilf, having been in the RCNVR
in World War II on the Atlantic runs, is interested in most
anything naval. He would appreciate hearing from you if you
have any of these cards. Sending him a photostat would be
great , and I am sure he would be prepared to trade, or buy,
such, items if he has not got them.
(Wilf Whitehouse, 2427 Greenfield Ave. Kamloops, B.C. V2B 4P6)

The second 'article' herein was prompted by a cover of 1891
from the Esquimalt Yard - the former Royal Naval facility near
Victoria, British Columbia. Hope you do not mind the method
of putting this article together and we also hope it is of
interest.

Perhaps we should dedicate this N/L to Wilf and the RCN and
RCNVR!

FINANCIAL MATTERS
Just in time for Christmas comes this plea for money. We are
out of funds again, so dues are in order. The financial
statement for the CMMSG to date, and not including this N/L,
is as follows:

Forward from 1986 63.19

Receipts 1987 162.00
Expenses 1987 to date 204.41

Less prepaid dues 52.50
Deficit this date (31.72)

Accordingly we are taking the liberty of asking for $10.00
instead of the usual $5. Since some of you have paid ahead,
please note the amount needed at the top of this page.
Cheques made out to Ken Ellison are fine - US cheques are no
problem either.

NEXT NEWSLETTER
At the present moment it is unlikely that you will get a N/L
in January as is usual. (We have had two extra this year!)
It all depends on the money and material available then.

Very best wishes to all for the Christmas Holiday Season and
the New Year.

KENWE7N V. fLUSON
R.R, #E I, OYAMA
B.C. VOH 1W0



Canadian Hospitals and Repatriation Depot Posts Page 2...

In the First World War, the Canadian Hospitals used orderly room stamps

to authenticate letters from patients home to Canada. In some cases, the

larger hospitals even set up unofficial mail rooms when the volume of mails

became too heavy. In World War 2, the Canadian Postal Corps Headquarters,

learning from experience , allotted proper Field Post Offices by area to the

larger Hospitals and Repatriation Depots in the United Kingdom. The major

Field Post Offices were as follows:

UNIT/HOSPTIAL CANADIAN FPO I BRITISH FPO I

9 Repat Depot (Jul 45) SC 17 621

10 Repat Depot SC 18 854

General Rosp.-_Aldershot
Hants, and

4 General Hosp. - Aldershot SC 25 821

2 General Hosp.-Bramshott and
22 General Hosp.-Bramshott SC 26 822

17 General Hosp.-Pinewood SC 27 921

7 General Hosp.-Taplow and

11 General Hosp.-Taplow SC 28 824

Basingstoke Neuro. Hosp. and

11 Repat Depot SC 29 825

1 Special Hosp. and 826

8 Repat Dept SC 30 700

12 General Hosp.-Horley and

24 General Hosp.-Horley SC 31 237

9 General Hosp.-Horley SC 32 238

13 General Hosp.-Cuckfield and

5 Repat Depot-Aldershot SC 33 239

16 General Hosp.-Marsden Green

Birmingham (RCAF), and

7 Repat Depot-Aldershot SC 34 827

10 General Hosp.-Leavesden SC 35 828

Roman Way Conv. Hosp.
Colchester SC 36 240

18 General Hosp.-Cherry Tree,

6 Repat Depot-Aldershot

and

SC 37 831

Contributed by Bill Bailey...



Loyal Canadian Navy Christmas cards

W. Whitehouse

3.,.

The recent acquisition of a R.C.N. Christmas card prompted a
.look through other such cards in my collection and some of these

may be of interest.
In the early years of WWII, only a small number o r our warships
.had been provided with badges, these ships would have been the 7
Destroyers and 4 small Minesweepers that were in commission when

war began, The ship badge was displayed on the faco of the bridgo,
on tampions at the main gun muzzles , on the bows of small boats,
stationery, tableware, etc., and thus it follows that it would
also be front and.center on the ship's Christmas card. Fib, 1)

Fig. 1 - a selection of Destroyer badges

Because Naval Service Headquarters at Ottawa had more pressing
matters to deal with at this time than the designing of ships'
badges for newly commissioned ships, enterprising and artistic
people aboard these ships prepared their own. As these designs
were unofficial, none appear to have taken the same form as an
official badge nor used in the same manner, that is on station-
ery etc ., however these artistic creations ( one uses the term
-loosely in this connection) did find their way on to the sides
of the 4 inch gun shields aboard Corvettes, but that is another
story altogether.

In view of the above, ships without a badge featured the Naval
Crown or the white Ensign on the face of their Christmas cards
while inside was a picture of the ship together with a seasons
greeting. (Fig. 2)

An interesting departure from this practice was a 1942 card
from the Corvette "Buctouche". A replica of a Officer hat badge
surrounded by a circle of embossed maple leaves appears on the
front, inside,rather than a picture of a ship,is a cartoon of
Hitler being tossed from a donkey along with the usual christmas
greeting. (Fig. 3)

By Christmas of 1943, we find some newly commissioned ships have
been provided with a badge-by the Heraldry office in Ottawa. One
of the nicer examples is from the Frigate "Matane" showing it's
badge on the front of the card, again the ship's photograph and
greetings are inside . (Fig. 4)
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Fig. 2 - Early cards from Minesweepers



ROYAL CANADIAN NAVY

Fig. 3 - Gold leaves, blue background to
the anchor, red in gold crown.

cartoon inside
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Fig. 4 - Badge printed in bright blue ink.
- Ribbon at left iS navy blue.

11.M.C.S. ]FORT L121L

Fig. 5
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For Christmas of 1944, a most unusual card was prepared by the
Frigate "Fort Erie". A photograph of the ship above a hand drawn
anchor, rope, and Seasons Greetings, which was then photographed

and finished as a postcard. The hagte*in preparing this card is
understandable considering that the ship was commissioned at the
end of October 1944, just 7 weeks before Christmas. (Fig. 5)

Post-war saw the introduction of a standard frame for the badges
of all ships and establishments in the R.C.N. Gone were the
shield and diamond type frames of previous years, the new frame

WAA MNe An d iet9ine d the Naval crown at the top with the name
plate immediately below. (Fib. 6)

H.M.C.S . DONNACONA

H.M.O.U. N E W GLASGOW

Fig. 6 - "Donnacona" is the Reserve Division at Montreal.
- "New Glasgow", Prestonian Class Frigate, 1964.
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Unification of the 3 services in 1968 brought change to the frame
of badges for various commands , bases , stations and air squadrons,
and although this new design was to be common to all services, no
change was made to ship badges . The new frame is either round or
oval surrounded by golden maple leaves in most cases, at the top
is the St . Edward's crown and the name plate at the bottom. Below
the name plate is the base or station motto, (Fig. 7)

RESERVES

^EMSII1t)8 ^YPPttYI$S 1979 ^ffiPtIlPlirB ",$uu4ttits

Fig. 7 - Canadian Forces badge on upper card while the lower
is from the Canadian Forces Base , Moose Jaw.
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